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February 2021 

 

Praise the Lord! God created numbers and math! The Scriptures report numerical counts of people 

involved and touched in the Lord’s ministry. The whole book of Numbers is characteristic of this truth. 

Furthermore, Jesus teaches about money and uses it for illustrative purposes to make his points. One of my 

own pastors taught me the Lord cares about numbers because each number represents a person God loves. 

He also taught me money matters to God because it is the tool used to make ministry happen. 

 

People and organizations use the end of the calendar year to evaluate the fruitfulness of the previous year. 

December 31st is an excellent milepost to compare year to year. Our church is no different. At the end of 

every calendar year, the denomination collects numerical reports for the previous year—membership, 

attendance, income, expenditure, value of assets. Whereas in November I shared a prose qualitative report 

of our ministry, this Year End Report is a quantitative data driven report.  

 

The 2020th year of our Lord was unlike any year in our collective memory. With nine and a half months 

consumed with the COVID-19 pandemic, including four and a half months with no in-person ministry, it is 

impossible to compare 2020 with any recent year. However, the data is not useless. The numbers we report 

reveal the current status of our ministry. Likewise, the 2019 Year End Report will serve to measure our 

future recovery from the shut down and the stay-at-home guidelines. 

 

At the beginning of 2020, Maple Springs was comprised of 159 in-person worshipping households—

members, the baptized, and constituents. Additionally, our staff are members of another fourteen 

households. When we returned to indoor worship in November 2020, we welcomed 69 in-person 

worshipping households during the last two months of the year. This is 43% of Maple Springs families. This is 

better than our leadership expected when we were planning to return to the building. (Interestingly, two-

thirds of our pre-COVID families worshipped at our Camp Meeting at the Springs outdoor worship service). 

This does not diminish the importance of all our families. This information helps us to design our ministry to 

the 90 households we will not see face-to-face for some time as the virus rages on. These ministry changes 

are a huge learning curve for our staff. I am proud of our staff. They are doing good work and God’s work. 

Yet, if we have missed some families, we apologize for dropping our crosses. 



CHURCH STAFF 

 

Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Dr. Dan Lyons 

dan@maplesprings.org | x403 

 

Minister of Congregational Care:  

Rev. Sylvia Wilhelm 

sylvia@maplesprings.org | x404 

 

Chinese Pastor: 

Rev. Vicky Deng 

vicky@maplesprings.org | x413 

 

Office Manager:  

Catherine Davis 

catherine@maplesprings.org | x402 

 

Children and Families: 

Mary Taylor Setliff   

maryt@maplesprings.org | x405 

 

Youth and Food Pantry: 

Scott Andree-Bowen  

scott@maplesprings.org | x434 

 

Connecting Ministries:  

Erin Moses 

erin@maplesprings.org | x408 

 

Traditional Music Director: 

Jayson Snipes 

jayson@maplesprings.org | x410 

 

Finance:  

Lisa Aldhizer 

lisa@maplesprings.org | x406 

 

Children’s Music Ministries:  

Beth Juran: 

beth@maplesprings.org | x417 

 

Weekday School:  

Melicent Hammaker: 

preschool@maplesprings.org |  

722-6924 x 409 

 

Contemporary Music Director:  

Jerry Chapman 

jerry@maplesprings.org 

 

Organist  

Dennis Raley 

 

Worship Producer:  

Neal Goode 

 

Nursery Coordinator: 

Katherine Hinerman  

Maple Springs Life 
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Financially, we had a very good year. Despite our offering being down a smidge 

(less than 4%), we ended the year in the black with more people participating in 

funding God’s ministry at Maple Springs. We spent over $900,000 in the Lord’s 

work. Almost 37% ($332,721) went to our mission work helping our local 

neighbors as well as participating in God’s work around the world. The 

remaining balance funded our staff, ministry, and building operations to root 

people in CHRIST, grow people in CHRIST, and bear fruit for CHRIST. 

 

Thank you for your part in God’s ministry at Maple Springs! 

 

Looking forward to what God is going to do next, 

 

Pastor Dan 

From the Mouth of  Lyons (cont.) 

 

Altar Flowers for 2021 

The 2021 Flower Calendar is posted in the hallway outside Pastor Dan’s office.  

If you are interested in providing flowers for our traditional worship service at 

11:00am, you may sign up on the calendar or contact Stephanie Norman  

(336-724-7735 or bbtretired@yahoo.com).  There are many Sundays available.  

The cost of each floral arrangement is $51.36.  Your flower dedication will be 

printed in the bulletin on the Sunday your arrangement is on the altar.    

 

       



February | Volume 2021, No. 2 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 

 

Lenten Worship Series Maple Springs Life 
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Jesus’  Prayer for You worship series 

Lent 2021 and Easter Sunday 

(February 21 – April 4, 2021) 

Jesus desires for you to have an abundant life (John 10:10). 

Jesus prayed these hopes for you. Jesus’ prayer in John 17 

reveals his heart for you to have the life he desires for you. 

Our Lord prays for our joy, our protection, our holiness, our fruitfulness, our unity, and our life eternal. In 

this worship series, Jesus’ Prayer for You, we will delve into the Jesus’ words to explore his heart for you. 

  

During the Lenten season, we give our attention to the last thirty-four sentences prayed in the presence of 

his followers. The 17th chapter of John’s gospel records Jesus’ prayer for his followers. He has shared one 

last meal with them, washed their feet, and instructed them about continuing his ministry. His final act before 

leaving the table was to pray for his disciples—those in the room and those who will become followers. By 

extension, Jesus prays for you in this prayer. By hearing and examining Jesus’ heart-filled, prayerful desires for 

us we pray we will live into the realization of our Lord’s desires for us.  
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Shalom and Happy New Year church, 

 

On behalf of Huruma Tent of Prayer, I take this opportunity to thank Maple Spring congregation for 

your generous heart.  We have just learnt from Spirit and Truth Ministry that you donated $14,500 

during last Christmas Eve’s fund drive which you called  Jesus’ Birthday Gift. 

We send more prayers to you Rev. Dr. Dan Lyons, your entire leadership team, and all the body of 

Christ. May this good work that God has begun be brought to completion in Jesus’ name.  I am looking 

forward to having Pastor Dan and your missions leader during summer with the Spirit and Truth 

Ministry team that will be visiting us this year.  

 

Blessings, 

Rev. Davies O. Musigo 

Senior Pastor, Huruma Tent of Prayer 

Nairobi, Kenya 

Our Maple Springs Christmas Miracle Offering raised  

$14,500 for Huruma Tent of Prayer in Nairobi, Kenya! 

See the letter below from Rev.  Davies O. Musigo. 



From Sylvia’s Desk Maple Springs Life 
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In February, we will begin the observance of the holy season of Lent (Ash Wednesday on 2/17 and the first 

Sunday of Lent on 2/21).  It is a time of somber reflection on our sin and mortality----but always looking 

toward the promise of Easter. 

We are living in a time unprecedented for most of us.  Individually and as a nation, we long for a new day.  

May our prayer in this Lenten season 2021 reflect the words of the prophet Isaiah, asking God to send us, 

“…..beauty for ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of 

despair” (Is. 61: 3 NIV).  And, above all, let us steadfastly look toward the glorious hope that Easter brings. 

 

Grace & peace, 

Pastor Sylvia 

The Witness Corner  

February 2021 

What images, and memories surface for you, when this 

biblical commission is portrayed? Televangelists loudly 

proclaiming biblical truths, organ music crescendo-ing, 

and then posting where donations are to be sent? 

Jehovah Witnesses and Mormons ringing your doorbells? 

Someone preaching on a street corner, waving a Bible, 

and exhorting you to “Repent and be saved?” (Rare nowadays). Christian tracts in doctor’s offices? Gideons’ 

Bibles in hotel bedside drawers (in mint condition?) Childhood church memories (whether positive or 

negative?) 

Were there times before you were convicted to follow Christ, when someone approached you to accept 

Christ? In the late 60’s, I recall at UNCW someone asking, “Are you saved?” and my sardonic answer “I 

didn’t know I was lost.” Truer words were never spoken! I was blind and could not see. Paul nailed it on the 

head: The god of this age has blinded the minds of unbelievers, so that they cannot see the light of the gospel of the 

glory of Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:3-4).   

So we begin. At the end of Matthew 28, we are reminded of the Great Commission—but in many churches 

over past decades, this is better called the Great Omission! Our enduring question for all Christians is this: 

how do we share Christ by word and lifestyle?  

 

Peter Venable 

Evangelism Chair 
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During this COVID season we have had an opportunity to stand 

back and take a good look at our church campus!  It’s during this 

time that we decided to “spruce up” or “refresh” our grounds.  A 

landscape refresh means rethinking the existing plantings, possibly 

moving them, but definitely adding to them to make the most of 

our space.  

 

There’s a lot of activity going on outside our church and we’re 

very excited!  Many of the plants along the sidewalk were taking 

over the walkway and there were some trees that no longer had life.  Our landscapers have been busy 

cutting back the Holly bushes, trimming the Holly trees, and removing plants that needed to be removed, as 

well as planting new plants.   

 

The good news is that our neighbors can safely walk down the sidewalk now, see our church and feel safe 

exiting the parking lot.  The landscapers are working in sections around the campus so that the entire place 

would not look like a war zone all at once, since there are several areas that will be receiving a little TLC. 

 

Soon we will be having three of the Maple trees in the front yard removed and replaced.  These trees are 

damaged or dying and need to be removed for safety reasons.  We are extremely pleased that a family has 

reached out to Pastor Dan wanting to purchase a replacement.  It is very important to this family that the 

tradition of Maple trees continues – and we agree!   

 

If you haven’t already, drive by and take a look at the progress being made.  It definitely helps our church feel 

more inviting to potential and current church members.  Audrey Hepburn reminds us: “To plant a garden is 

to believe in tomorrow.” We have the opportunity to create the future right in our very own church yard 

and we are doing just that! 

 

Sonja Ross 

Trustees Vice-Chair 

 



Maple Springs Life UM Creation Justice Tips for February 2021 
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No doubt you are teaching your children or grandchildren that Valentine’s Day is about love. Consider giving 

them one of God’s creations to love. Browse gifts.worldwildlife.org for the perfect choice. The organization 

(WWF) offers adoption options for 140 amazing creatures, plus 60 cute plush animals to choose from. Give 

the gift and talk with your young person about loving all of God’s creatures. 

  

You didn’t ask for it. You don’t want it. Now, you can stop it. Junk mail is not only annoying to you, but it 

also requires paper, which means trees lose their lives, which ultimately affects the health of the planet. Go 

to ecocycle.org for how to save yourself and lots of trees. While you are on the site, watch the 7-minute 

video “Zero Waste Climate Solution.”  

  

Some areas of the U.S. will be harder hit with climate change than others. You may be spared the worst, 

but others will not escape. We are called to love our neighbors. The coronavirus reminds us of what it 

means to be in a crisis together. Read about the effects of climate change or listen to a related podcast of the 

reality your neighbors somewhere else are facing. Add them to your prayers and talk to others about your 

findings. 

  

Plastic is a problem, but glass is not. Keep your eyes open for reusable glass jars that can work for food 

and other storage needs. If you find a lingering odor in the original lid, take it outside and leave upside 

down in the sun for a day or so. When a glass jar has come to the end of its usability, you can recycle it.  

  

When you gather your receipts and other information to do your taxes, you will also have in front of you 

what you need to calculate your carbon footprint. Search “carbon footprint calculator” on the internet 

to find one to fill out. What you learn will give you a baseline and incentive to tread more lightly.  

  

With God’s leading, Joseph used the seven years of plenty to store up food, preparing for the coming 

years of drought and famine (Genesis 40–43). His action served not only the Egyptians but also the 

surrounding foreigners, including his own family. How might you be a “Joseph,” working now for a better 

future for all? What are you doing now to address issues around climate change?  

We're not limited to February's paper hearts and pretty cards to remind us of 

love. God's creation is full of reminders—from birds building a nest together to 

horses grazing companionably to a cat and dog playing with each other and even 

cuddling up for a nap. Made in the image of God who is love, we are called to  

love all by caring for creation and justice. 

mailto:gifts.worldwildlife.org
mailto:ecocycle.org
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Even the smallest action you take for making life on Earth more sustainable is important. But the actions 

that individuals can control that have the greatest impact are reducing meat consumption, air 

travel, and driving. Start cutting back on meat one meal at a time. Zoom instead of fly when possible. 

Think through your options—you can eliminate some car trips. 

 

Write to law and policy makers. In your letter state why this environmental issue is important to you—

and to others. Tell your story; speak up for justice. Indicate you are a constituent and a United Methodist 

Christian. Policy makers pay more attention to personal letters from individuals, and they need to hear a 

broader religious perspective than they often assume. 

  

When you hear the statistics, you see how giving those you love a reusable (and recyclable) aluminum 

water bottle is also a way to love the Earth: Landfills already contain more than two million tons of 

plastic bottles; every year 1.5 million barrels of oil are used to manufacture plastic water bottles; those 

bottles take more than 1,000 years to biodegrade. 

  

Start your creation justice efforts with John Wesley’s General Rules: Do no harm, do good, and attend to all 

of God’s means of grace. It’s easy to see things to do for the first two. But even if health or other 

circumstances limit your ability to act, you can do the third: Stay in love with God through prayer for the 

healing of God’s creation and for justice for all. 

 

The United Methodist Creation Justice Movement is providing these Tips as a tool to equip 

church members, families, and individuals to respond to God’s call to care for creation and do 

justice with our neighbors. For more about the UM Creation Justice Movement, go to 

umcreationjustice.org. 



Maple Springs Life Women’s Bible Study 
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        WESLEY’S WORDS 

You have nothing to do but save souls.  Therefore, spend and be spent in this work.  

And go not only to those that need you, but to those that need you most.  It is not 

your business to preach so many times, and to take care of this or that society; but 

to save as many souls as you can; to bring as many sinners as you possibly can to 

repentance. 

                --John Wesley 

Wednesday Evening Women’s Bible Study 

Join us on Wednesdays beginning February 3—March 3, 2021 

6:00—8:00pm via ZOOM 

  

Before Amen: The Power of a Simple Prayer by Max Lucado 

 

We all pray. . . some. But wouldn’t we like to pray better? Stronger? 

With more fire, faith, and fervency? We aren’t the first to struggle 

with prayer. The first followers of Jesus needed prayer guidance too. 

In fact, prayer is the only tutorial they ever requested.  We pray to 

stay sober, centered, or solvent. When the lump is deemed malignant. 

When the money runs out. When the marriage is falling apart. But 

wouldn't we like to pray . . . more? Better? Stronger?  

With more fire, faith, and fervency? 

  

Bestselling author Max Lucado reveals his struggles with prayer and 

how he discovered that it is not a privilege for the pious or the art of a 

chosen few but a simple tool everyone has been given to have a 

conversation with God. He shows you how to let go of uncertainties 

about prayer, trust that God hears you, and embrace a prayer life that 

brings peace and rest. 

  

       For additional information contact Beth Kline    

              at klinehomemail@gmail.com . 

mailto:klinehomemail@gmail.com
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Blessing to you all, 

 

As we move into a new year, I wanted to share a 

Food Pantry 2020 year in review.  

 

 We served 4393 customers over the year, 

(most of the people shopped more than once). 

 January-March 11th, we operated in our 

traditional setting 

 March 17th-November 18th, we operated in a 

drive thru model.  

 November 24th-present, we moved back downstairs in a modified Covid safe model. 

 July 2020, we introduced our amazing chute.  

 Replaced two freezers. 

 Awarded a grant from Western Conference UMC for another freezer. We used this during our mobile 
pantry.  

 

After an odd year, I need to thank everyone who kept this moving.  

 

Thank you to the food pantry committee. It is fantastic to have such dedicated people as a backbone 

for this ministry. Thank you for the support from all of you. When an idea needed support, I emailed you and 

it was either approved or altered. Sometimes it was quick and needed fast action, and you guys were 

amazing. Thank you. 

 

Thank you to the people who served on Tuesday and Wednesday. From the days behind the 

counter, to the heat of the summer in the drive thru, and now back downstairs behind plexiglass. You have 

faithfully served our neighbors with love. I hear from them how well they are treated, and I see that equally 

as important as getting groceries. If we can’t do it with the love of Christ, then there is no point. Thank you. 

 

Thank you to the people who show up on Fridays and help unload. Sometimes it is a little, 

sometimes it is a lot. Whatever it is, we have become a well oiled machine. We all know our role and we get 

the job done. It is nice to have everything in order and packed away nice. Thank you. 

 

Thank you to the handful who built the chute. That may not seem like a lot to some, but to those who 

use it, it is everything. Thank you so much.  

 

To those of you who donated food or funds, thank you. When we were in the drive thru, we only 

gave out a limited amount of items and did not need many donations. When we moved back downstairs, we 

needed those donations. It is like you have been saving up for all of those months and gave and gave and gave.  

 

Thank you, 

 

Scott Andree Bowen 

Food Pantry Coordinator 
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Souper Bowl of  Caring Maple Springs Life 

On Sunday, February 7th, Super Bowl LV will take place in Tampa, Florida. That 

will also be the 2nd Annual “Souper Bowl” at Maple Springs UMC.  

On Sunday, February 7, three boxes will be placed in Craven Hall and in the 

Sanctuary. Two of the boxes will represent the Kansas City Chiefs and the 

Tampa Bay Buccaneers. Bring your Food Pantry donations to church that Sunday 

and place them in the box of the team you are pulling for. The third box will represent those who do not 

care and only want to see the commercials. 

 

 

Page 11 

40 Items in 40 Days 
 

The season of Lent is almost upon us. Beginning 

on Ash Wednesday (February 17), through 

Maundy Thursday (April 1), we will journey 40 

days to the cross. To keep with the tradition of 

fasting or service, we would like to introduce the 

40 Items in 40 Days.  

 

The Food Pantry always needs food donations, 

and Lent is the perfect time for your family to give 

to the pantry following the traditions of Lenten 

giving. Here is what we are suggesting. 

 

For every day of Lent, donate a non-perishable, (long shelf life), food item, or a toiletries item.  Here is an 

example of what we are hoping to collect: 

 

 Day 1: Canned Tuna 

 Day 2: Pasta 

 Day 3: Hamburger Helper 

 Day 4: Cereal 

 Day 5: Canned Collard Greens 

 Day 6: Baby Diapers 

 Day 7: Toothbrush 
 Etc.  

 

Bring your items in once a week, so the pantry can use them and so that the bags will not be too heavy for 

you to carry.  

 

Thank you and Happy Lent 



Maple Springs Life Our Youth Ministry Adopts a Street! 
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In early January, Maple Springs 

UMC adopted Fairlawn Drive 

as a part of Keep Winston-

Salem Beautiful’s “Adopt A 

Street” program. On Martin 

Luther King Day, 20 youth and 

parents took part in our first 

clean up. It was a cold day, but 

we brought in a good bounty 

for the first clean up.  The 

most interesting finds were a 

shopping cart, toilet seat, road 

cone, and a diaper. 
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Children’s Ministry Maple Springs Life 

Children’s Sunday School and Nursery Plans - Updated 

Due to the current COVID numbers, the Children’s Council has decided to delay the start of Sunday school 

and nursery for our children.  We will plan to offer nursery at both worship services and during the Sunday 

school hour on Sunday, March 7.  Children’s Sunday school classes will begin on February 7.  All children will 

be asked to wear masks during Sunday school and children will be socially distanced in the classroom.   

The Lord’s Prayer Challenge! 

To start off 2021, we are challenging all of our kids!  We are challenging them to memorize the Lord’s 

Prayer.  Information and resources will be mailed to children the first week in January. All children who 

memorize the Lord’s Prayer will receive a prize.  We ask that parents record their kids saying the prayer and 

email them to Stacie Taylor (staciebtaylor@gmail.com).   

Get excited for  

February Sunday School! 

This February we will focus on being a  

Super Fan: Cheer Each Other On! 

Love Angels 

For the past several years, Maple Springs Kids have hosted a Love Lunch for our 

senior friends.  This year, because of COVID, we will not be able to host this 

lunch.  We are asking kids to prepare gifts for our senior friends and serve as 

Love Angels!   

Thanks to everyone who stopped by to pick up a Love Angel Bag of supplies on Sunday, January 24!  Please 

remember to return completed gifts on Sunday, February 7 from 4-5pm in the Craven Hall portico.  When 

you return your bag, you will also be given a Love bag of your own from the Children’s Council.    

If you still want to participate but did not pick up your bag on January 24, please email Catherine Davis 

(catherine@maplesprings.org) to arrange a pick up time.  

Drive In Movie Night 

Join us for another Drive In Movie Night on Friday, February 

12, at 6:30pm!  We will watch Disney Pixar’s Inside Out! 

We had so much fun back in December that we thought, “Why 

not do it again?”  Cici’s Pizza will be back with their pizza tent! 

Please come and join us for an evening of fun! 
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Births 
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Congratulations to  

Drew and Mary Taylor Setliff 

on the birth of their newest daughter, 

Katie Lynn Setliff 

on January 4, 2021. 

Deaths 

 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to the families of the following  

who have recently passed away: 

 

John Clark on December 30, 2020 

Rev. Pat Heafner on January 8, 2021 

Jeff Surgnier on January 12, 2021 

Estelle Summey on January 15, 2021 

Vera McAllister on January 24, 2021 



February Birthdays and Anniversaries Maple Springs Life 

7 Roderick Hughes 

7 Sonja Ross 

7 Monte Ruebel 

13 Darren Hickerson 

13 Seraphina Bruno 

13 Reese Kelly 

14 Tim Wooten 

14 Don Keller Sr. 

14 Kiera Cornatzer 

14 Emily Cornelius 

14 Dennis Raley 

14 Leanne Price 

15 Lori Doss 

15 Megan Burns 

15 Nathan Brito 

16 Linda Freeman 

17 Fisher Elliott 

19 Grant Gordon 

19 Grace Wagoner 

19 Brad Venable 

20 Emily Grace 

21 Heide Stadler 

21 William Livengood 

21 Luke Kelly 

23 Lynn Bailey 

23 Helen Crowley 

24 Martha Long 

24 Steve Tatum 

24 Mary Gesler 

24 Sandy Gordon 

24 Lisa Aldhizer 

24 Jane Purdy 

24 Ivil Porter III 

26 Sherry Close 

26 Suzanne Robertson 

26 Sarah Douglas 

27 Lauren Strickland 

28 Britt Soyars 

28 Patty Winfrey 

29 William Boyles 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3 Herb & Bety Linn 

12 Mike & Missy Campbell 

18 Chris & Melissa Smith 

18 Charles & Cara Cahill 

 

 

 

1 Travis Hedrick  

1 Billy Cunningham 

1 Cathy Watkins-Smith 

1 Helen Caines 

2 Emily Baker 

2 Melanie Monk 

2 David Strupe 

2 Ginny Mikkola 

2 Ava Daly 

2 Maggie Lacer-Wadkins 

3 Jo Ann Angel 

3 Cathy Plaster 

3 Lorene Shelor 

3 Riley Mundy 

4 Mark Coplon 

4 Lindsay Marinan 

5 Emily Ruebel 

5 Alecia Poegl 

5 Becky Wiles 

5 Rob Fox 

5 Amy Croom 

6 Don Loggins 

6 Rachel Daly 

6 Kaitlyn Branch 

6 Missy Campbell 

6  Dean Huffman Page 15 
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Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

8:30am to 4:30pm 

 

Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45am, 10:30am, & 11:00am  

Sunday School 9:55am 

 


