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From the Mouth of Lyons 

December 2020 

 

Praise the Lord! God is good and His church is well. This is my testimony. 

 

Every year at Charge Conference, the pastor submits a “State of Church” report to the District 

Superintendent and the Annual Conference. For many years, I have written this report as a letter addressed 

to “Theophilus.” He is the addressee to whom the evangelist Luke inscribes the two volume set Luke (1:3) 

and Acts (1:1). The name Theophilus means “lover of God.” Biblical scholars debate whether Theophilus is a 

real person, a pseudonym, or literary device. In any case, The Gospel of Luke tells the good news of Jesus 

Christ from birth to heavenly ascension and The Acts of the Apostles tells the account of the apostles’ work to 

spread that good news in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth (Acts 1:8). Acts ends in a 

cliffhanger fashion with the Apostle Paul under a two-year house arrest in Rome. 

 

So what happened next? Did Luke mean to write a third volume? I do not know Luke’s intensions, but I do 

know that Jesus Christ intends us to continue the work of spreading the Gospel. So, I write this “Report of 

the Pastor” on the state of the church as the 29th chapter of the book of Acts as Maple Springs is continuing 

the work of the church to spread the good news of Jesus Christ. 

 

Within this letter/report are responses to two request of the District Superintendent: 

The state of ministry reports should address some important issues that we are facing in our local churches 

and communities. They should address the pandemics of COVID-19 and systemic racism. I would like for 

leaders to show what they have done to address the protocols that need to be in place before we return to  

in-person worship and ministries. Finally, statements need to be submitted that will address how the church . . . 

will provide educational opportunities to learn about race, inclusion, and possible next steps. 

 

I first trust this letter/report to your edification as children of God, and secondly, for your information as the 

members of Maple Springs. My 2020 “Report of the Pastor” is included in this issue of Maple Springs Life on 

pages 3-7. 

 

Faithfully yours, 

 

Pastor Dan 



CHURCH STAFF 

 

Senior Pastor:  

Rev. Dan Lyons 

dan@maplesprings.org | x403 

 

Minister of Congregational Care:  

Rev. Sylvia Wilhelm 

sylvia@maplesprings.org | x404 

 

Chinese Pastor: 

Rev. Vicky Deng 

vicky@maplesprings.org | x413 

 

Office Manager:  

Catherine Davis 

catherine@maplesprings.org | x402 

 

Children and Families: 

Mary Taylor Setliff   

maryt@maplesprings.org | x405 

 

Youth and Food Pantry: 

Scott Andree-Bowen  

scott@maplesprings.org | x434 

 

Connecting Ministries:  

Erin Moses 

erin@maplesprings.org | x408 

 

Traditional Music Director: 

Jayson Snipes 

jayson@maplesprings.org | x410 

 

Finance:  

Lisa Aldhizer 

lisa@maplesprings.org | x406 

 

Children’s Music Ministries:  

Beth Juran: 

beth@maplesprings.org | x417 

 

Weekday School:  

Melicent Hammaker: 

preschool@maplesprings.org |  

722-6924 x 409 

 

Contemporary Music Director:  

Jerry Chapman 

jerry@maplesprings.org 

 

Organist  

Dennis Raley 

 

Worship Producer:  

Neal Goode 

 

Nursery Coordinator: 

Katherine Hinerman  

Maple Springs Life 

Page 2 

December | Volume 2020, No. 12 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 

 

 

  

Born Identity  Sermon Series 

Born Identity sermon series  

Advent 2020  

 

The beloved Christmas carol asks, 

“What child is this?” During this 

season of Advent, we will look at 

the titles placed upon Jesus during 

Mary’s pregnancy and in the days 

after his birth in the Gospel of Luke’s nativity narratives. As we explore these 

titles, each worshipper will have to answer the important question, “Who is 

Jesus to you?” We look forward to having a fuller understanding the person 

and role the second person of the Trinity plays in salvation history as we 

prepare for His birth at Christmas.  

 

 

WESLEY’S WORDS 

I continue to dream and pray about a revival of holiness 

in our day that moves forth in mission, and creates 

authentic community in which each person can be 

unleashed through the empowerment of the Spirit to 

fulfill God’s creational intentions. 

How to Pray - The Best of John Wesley 
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Report of the Pastor 2020 

Daniel Jay Lyons 

Maple Springs Charge Conference  

November 10, 2020 

 

Dear Theophilus, 

 

Praise the Lord! In the year since I wrote you from Maple Springs Church on Reynolda Road in Winston-

Salem, much has happened for the cause of Christ through us. Circumstances and external events have 

impacted the way we have minister to our membership and constituency as well as our reach beyond the 

church campus to evangelize our community 

 

As I wrote you in my last reporting letter, the challenges of our declining membership—

resulting from not keeping up with attrition, retracted evangelistic work, and the 

devastating effect of the 2019 called General Conference—led to a financial reset as a 

church. The leadership had to face hard realities and make bold decisions. Sadly, one of 

those decisions was the difficult and disappointing decision to eliminate our full-time, 

ordained, associate pastor position. This decision, based solely on financial realities, forced 

us to say good-bye to our beloved and gifted Associate Pastor, the Reverend Gary 

Mahathey, who for a season even filled the roll as this congregation’s solo pastorate. 

 

This staffing change allowed us to re-vision our pastoral and lay ministries of congregational care. The first 

step was the hiring of a part-time Minister of Congregational Care. We welcomed the Reverend Sylvia 

Wilhelm, a retired United Methodist pastor, to our staff in this position. Her primary 

responsibilities are ministering to our senior adult members and our homebound 

members. She also shares other ministry roles and worship leadership. The second step 

was including the Senior Pastor in the ministry of congregational care. At the time of my 

arrival 16 months ago, this was not included in the Senior Pastor’s job description at Maple 

Springs. I welcome this restoration of this responsibility to my work as I had missed these 

valuable ministry opportunities and connections. The third step in this re-visioning 

congregational care comprised welcoming the other professional staff members into 

overall work of congregational care, instead of siloing their roles to just age-level ministries and evangelistic 

work. The staff shares a communication system that keeps the five of us connected with concerns and 

responses. After three months of tracking our pastoral contacts, we have averaged at least 191 touch points 

per month. Hopefully, the fourth step will be implement in 2021 by including our lay leadership in the 

ministry of congregational care to “watch over one another in love” and “surround one another with a 

community of love.” It is my intention to establish a shepherding ministry among the laity to strengthen our 

congregational care. 
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 On a personal note, I need to thank the forty-one church leaders who participated in my doctoral research 

project. We spent three Monday evenings together in January as I instructed them in the foundations of the 

Christian faith, its United Methodist expression, and the Maple Springs tradition. Everyone learned a lot as 

my research data showed growth across the board. These same leaders spent a day of retreat with me 

exploring how this foundational information could assist them as leaders to resolve and head off church 

conflict. All the participants grew in their confidence levels to resolve conflict 

in the church. I was blessed by their participation in my journey to obtain my 

Doctor of Ministry degree by passing my dissertation defense in October of 

this year. 

 

Following these training events with our leaders, I felt the church and I were hitting a new stride in ministry 

when the unfortunate reality of the COVID-19 pandemic reached our state. I was just in the process of 

addressing some of the ministry deficiencies I identified in my last reporting letter to you. In March, upon the 

Western North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church’s and its bishop’s request, Maple 

Springs ceased in-person worship for twenty weeks. We live-streamed worship from our worship spaces for 

three weeks. Then, due to the potential risks and the North Carolina governor’s executive order to “Stay at 

Home,” we transitioned our worship offering for the next seventeen weeks to pre-recorded, produced 

worship services—each week offering one in a contemporary style and another in a traditional style to 

match our pre-COVID worship offerings. Our worship leaders learned new skills rapidly to constantly 

improve our online worship services. 

 

Thankfully, Maple Springs’ ministry and missions did not cease in March either. Just like our worship 

offerings, we learned how to do our ministry differently and safer. Our amazing staff led the way to learn 

new skills and think creatively to continue the work of the Lord through us. Our age-level ministries moved 

to online offerings through ZOOM and pre-recorded messages to accompany discipleship materials that 

were package and sent to the children. Half of our adult Sunday School classes took advantage of the ZOOM 

format to continue meeting. The quarterly Sunday School material was distributed by 

mail to another Sunday School class. Our leaders continued the administration of the 

church by these means too. Bible studies, Sunday School classes, accountability groups, 

and the Prayer Team met outdoors. 

 

Missionally, we did our best to continue to provide for the least, last, and 

lost. Our Food Pantry did not miss a beat by moving their distribution to an 

outdoor, drive-thru offering. We conducted a book drive for Old Town 

Elementary School by people ordering online through Amazon. We 

distributed funds to our partnering agencies. HOPE meals were still packed. 

We sent our UMAR ladies Sunday School materials. 
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 Now in regard to your question about the COVID-19 pandemic and how Maple Springs Church has 

protocols for returning to in-person worship and ministries, I have high praise for the leaders and their work. 

Even though there are strong opposing opinions and reasons for those personal opinions, this group works 

together to develop the best plan for our community of faith. A task force was developed in the early days of 

the bishop’s and governor’s orders to refrain from gathering to determine our response. The task force 

comprises our executive lay leadership, the pastor, worship leaders, ministry leaders, legal counsel, and a 

medical doctor. This group began planning in May for our safe return to in-person, on campus worship. 

Research was conducted. Plans were developed. Our worship venues were prepared. The guidelines 

consulted were from the Center of Disease Control, the North Carolina Department of Health and Human 

Services, and the Western North Carolina Conference of the United Methodist Church. The task force 

worked under the authority of the Church Council who reviewed and approved their work and 

recommendations. When returning to indoor worship was delayed by interpreting health metrics and 

governmental decisions, plans were put into place offer outdoor worship. We dug deep into our local church 

history to when this piece of property hosted popular camp meetings. 

Camp Meeting at the Springs—an outdoor worship experience—ran 

from August through October. These have been highly spiritual offerings. 

About two-thirds of our Pre-COVID worship participants attended the 

Camp Meeting services from our two English speaking worship services. 

The Chinese language worship service continues to meet online reaching 

their congregation around the globe. The Camp Meeting service 

implemented physical distancing between worshiping families and face 

coverings when within six feet of others worshippers not within their 

family groups. Worshippers brought their own chairs and sat around the 

campus—under the erected revival tent and the shade trees. Worship 

practices like the giving our tithes and offerings were changed with 

historical and theological integrity. Online and electronic giving options have also been taken advantage of 

with greater frequency. Holy Communion was celebrated twice with a new sanitary protocols after a six 

month fast from the sacrament. 

 

Now as we have prepared to return to worship inside the Sanctuary and Craven Hall, we have carried the 

experience of the last three months of outdoor worship with us. The plan developed in the summer has 

been reviewed and tweaked according to new scientific findings and processes. We 

entered our worship venues for live, in-person worship for All Saints Sunday. In our 

worship spaces, we remembered the church members who died this past year and 

remember all the saints who have gone before us—living through the Civil War, the 

Spanish Flu Pandemic, the Great Depression, a church reunification, two world 

wars, the Civil Rights movement, a church merger, numerous economic recessions, 

and presidential elections. Their faithfulness to the Lord and his church have carried the Maple Springs 

Church through its 172-year history. So now in this next chapter we return to worship inside the 
Page 5 
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 buildings they prepared for us—wearing face covering, physically separated, without congregational singing, 

using one entrance and exit, and no hymnals or pew pads. The new procedures for giving offerings and 

receiving communion have carried over from the Camp Meeting. 

 

Now concerning your question about the sin of racism, we reject any expression 

of racism by individuals or corporate bodies. We were saddened by the actions 

of the Minneapolis police officer shown on video in the death of George Floyd 

that has led to national outrage. The hurt, pain, and frustration our neighbors 

experience displays that our long work of sanctification must continue. Peaceful 

protest and marches continue the prophetic 

voice of necessary change. At the same time, 

we condemn the violence inflicted on personal 

and government property. This is also sin we 

reject. Riots, fires, and physical attacks do not 

offer solutions and promote continued 

polarization.  

 

To address the sin of racism and violent reactions, we continue the work of spreading Scriptural holiness. 

The opening chapter of Genesis tells us, “God created humankind in his image . . . male and female he 

created them” (v. 27). There are no clarifiers about the hues of human skin in God’s creation. All humans 

were created in the image of God. In our humanness of our skin tones are many different “hues”—not 

simply “white” and “black.” To make distinctions based on the hues of people’s skin is sin and does not 

honor one another’s creation. The sin of racism entered the world with all other sin at The Fall (Genesis 3). 

Our sin is disobedience to our creation in the image of God. Our desire to live according to our own ways 

and values rather God’s will for our lives perpetuates our disobedience. Part of this disobedience is to 

discriminate, disrespect, and disregard others by our own personal preferences, fears, and lust for power. 

Our Scriptures illustrate this reality in God’s fallen world. Adam and Eve blamed one another. Cain killed 

Abel. The Egyptians enslaved those of the Jewish race. The Amalekites attacked the wandering Hebrews. In 

the Promised Land Joshua, then David, marched out against the Canaanites, Hivites, Jebusites, Amorites, 

Hittites, and all those other “ites.” Ruth was a Moabite. Haman wanted to extinguish the Jews. Daniel was 

thrown into the lions’ den. God’s people have not been without their own sin of racism and have been the 

victims of racism. This is not the intention of God at creation. 

 

So, God sent his one and only Son into the world to atone for our sin and 

establish a means to restore our sin distorted image of God. This is our 

calling. Through our profession of faith and commitment to a life of 

discipleship, we enter a lifelong journey of sanctification to reach Christian 

perfection, the restoration of our imago Dei. As Methodist Christians, our 

theology provokes us to a dissatisfaction with the current reality of our own 
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 lives, the lives around us, and the culture in general. This holy discontentedness compels us on the journey 

toward sanctification. We engage the means of grace to allow the Holy Spirit to nurture sanctifying growth 

by our cooperating with God’s grace and the work of the Holy Spirit. This is our continued preaching and 

teaching within the life of the church. This is the motivation of our evangelism among our neighbors and in 

the community. 

 

The preaching and teaching on the imago Dei and sanctification builds the Maple Springs Church as a racially 

inclusive community of faith. The most obvious example is our Chinese congregation. We work well with 

each other, respect each other, and sharpen one another in the journey of sanctification. Our English-

speaking congregations welcome people of all hues and nationalities. We are color blessed. Anglo-Americans, 

African-Americans, native-born continental Africans, and native-born continental Europeans comprise our 

congregations, yet unfortunately not in more balanced proportions. Yet, we value Paul’s expression of 

inclusiveness in Galatians 3:28, “There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no 

longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.” We expand those ideas by stating further for 

such a time as this—in Jesus Christ there is neither black nor white, American nor Chinese nor African nor 

European for we are all sisters and brothers in Christ, children of the Heavenly Father, and citizens of 

Heaven. This attitude and theological understanding carries into our missional outreach through our food 

pantry and preschool. We serve our neighbors in a respectful and welcoming manner that echo our racial 

inclusiveness. Yet, we resonate with John Wesley, who quoted Philippians 3:12 at the beginning of Sermon 40 

“Christian Perfection,” "Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect." We are still in the 

process of sanctification. 

 

Theophilus, God is doing great things through us and among us at Maple Springs—even in the amidst a global 

health pandemic. COVID-19 and racism do not define our work. They are the context within which we are 

called “to make disciples for the transformation of the world.” As we do this, racism will 

be defeated and the world will heal from all viruses. We hope normalcy will return to our 

land soon—supernaturally or through scientific prevention and healing—as we long to 

embody the incarnation of the church to people. In the year ahead, I look forward to 

strengthening and diversifying our spiritual formation offerings as well as empowering the 

laity to “watch over one another in love” as I wrote above. We will also have to address 

the issues involved in the potential denominational division to be voted upon at the 

delayed 2020 General Conference, if it occurs in 2021. 

 

To God be the glory, great things He hath done! Praise the Lord! Praise the Lord! Let the earth hear his 

voice! Praise the Lord! Let the people rejoice! 

 

Your brother in Christ, 

The Rev. Dr. Daniel Jay Lyons 

November 10, 2020 
Page 7 
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Especially for Christians, the holidays are wonderful in many ways. But they 

have an environmental cost. Americans throw away 25% more trash between 

Thanksgiving and New Year’s. The waste from each of those weeks adds up to 
one million extra tons of discards going into landfills. These Tips can help you 

and your family enjoy the season and care for God’s good creation. 

                                            Tips for December 2020 

 “God so loved the world…” Most often Christians hear John 3:16 in relationship to personal salvation. But 

this Christmas look again at what God loves enough to send God’s own Son—the world. God’s own 

creation! All of creation, not just humans. If God so loved the world, then we also need to. Choose at least 

one aspect of creation and love it through your actions and advocacy. 

  

With COVID more of us will be doing our Christmas shopping online. Turn your shopping green by 

exploring companies that are environmentally focused, that give back a percentage of profits to 

environmental organizations, and that have ethical practices, as well as great products that won’t quickly end 

up in a landfill. If you want some ideas, visit westendumc.org/green-giving-guide. 

 

***The United Methodist Creation Justice Movement is providing these Tips as a tool to equip church 

members, families, and individuals to respond to God’s call to care for creation and do justice with our 

neighbors. For more about the UM Creation Justice Movement, go to umcreationjustice.org.  

https://gmail.us4.list-manage.com/track/click?u=e01fe6f2d3fb98b7ae10252ad&id=f57ff0b0f8&e=23c7d94b51


Maple Springs Life Creation Care 

December | Volume 2020, No. 12 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 

 

 
Shipping boxes easily recycle because cardboard is clean, easy to reprocess, and every ton of it that's 

reclaimed saves 17 trees. Simply break the boxes down flat so that they don’t take up so much room in the 

recycling trucks that they require extra trips, use up more energy, and eat up the good you hoped for by 

recycling in the first place. 

  

Buy children’s gifts with sustainability in mind. Will the toy actually sustain the child’s interest? Is 

playing with it 90% kid and 10% toy—or 90% toy and only 10% kid? Is it made of sustainable materials? Will it 

be something that can eventually be passed along to another child?  

  

Invest in a young person’s future. Purchase stock in renewable energy (solar or wind, for example) and 

give it to your teenager or young adult. Take the opportunity to talk about the hopes you have for their 

future that they live securely in a sustainable world. Throughout the year, as the stock reports come, the 

two of you will have opportunity to talk about what you value both in terms of money management and care 

for the Earth.   

   

Give Fair Trade presents this Christmas. Buying Fair Trade provides the creators—farmers, laborers, and 

artisans—fair prices and stable incomes, reduces poverty, betters working conditions, and promotes 

environmentally sustainable practices. It’s a just and good deal for all! If you like coffee, explore the Velasquez 

Family Coffee website (vfamilycoffee.com). There is a United Methodist connection there! (Also, Equal 

Exchange is UM sponsored…equalexchange.coop) 

 

Stuff that stocking sustainably. Add a shampoo bar, a silicone reusable stretch lid or a beeswax wrap for 

leftovers, a bracelet made of plastic recovered from an ocean, or a packet of seeds for native plants, 

wildflowers, or heirloom tomatoes, for example. Little gifts like these come with big benefits for Earth and an 

opportunity to introduce someone else to creation care. 

 

Use and reuse gift bags rather than wrapping paper. While it might be fun to rip and tear into a wrapped 

present, the fancy paper itself is most likely to be laminated with plastic, foil, glitter, or other non-paper 

materials that contaminate a recycle bin. The short fibers in tissue paper make it not recyclable too. So, go 

for the bags!  

 

Reuse shiny Christmas bows and ribbons. They do not recycle because they are a composite of plastic 

and paper and a no-no in the recycling bin. Ribbons are notorious for snagging recycling machinery. So, 

reuse. Make a game of tossing the bows into a large paper bag to save for another season. When the bow or 

ribbon is truly dead, you’ll need to trash it.  

 

Add a new box of crayons to your young children’s stocking. After the big day is over, ask the children to 

gather all their old crayons. Work with the little ones to safely melt the nubs and turn them into a special 

12-Days of Christmas candle. Light it each of the 12 days, perhaps at supper or bedtime prayers, and talk 

about celebrating the true gifts that God has given us. Make reusing the 12-Days candle a part of your 

tradition. Browse the internet and YouTube videos for how to make the candle from crayons.  
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Christmas Miracle Offering 
 

Maple Springs has partnered with a congregation in Africa 

Huruma Tent of Prayer United Methodist Church 

Nairobi, Kenya 

 

Huruma Tent of Prayer Church does kingdom ministry in the third largest slum 

on the continent of Africa (est. population of 1 million). The church currently 

occupies a small, rented building made of corrugated metal without a restroom. 

From this site, they worship, feed the hungry, and operate an eighty-student 

elementary school. 

 

Huruma Tent of Prayer Church makes a difference in their neighborhood 

through these missions and are winning converts to Jesus Christ. The Lord is 

blessing this congregation and they need a larger space. 

 

 

$50,000 will purchase a building to house their growing ministry 

 

Maple Springs has pledged to assist Huruma Tent of Prayer Church purchase. 

 

Will you be part of a Christmas Miracle? 

 

make a special offering this season 

 designate it “Christmas Miracle Offering – Huruma” 

 



FROM SYLVIA’S DESK: 

 

     I have always loved the story about John Wesley’s last words.  It has been reported that in his dying 

moments, and being very weak, he said, “The best of all is, God is with us.”  And then as a final sign of 

victory he raised his arm and said again, “The best of all is, God is with us.” 

 

     That of course is the message of Advent/Christmas.  Matthew 1:23 (quoting Isaiah 7:14) says, “Look, the 

virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” which means, “God is with us.” 

 

     I wonder, do we really comprehend the power in those four words?  The God who created the universe, 

the God who is all knowing and all powerful gave himself to the world, and to make that more personal 

change the word us to me.   

GOD IS WITH ME. 

 

     This year has been/is a difficult year, but let us hear the familiar stories and songs of the season and allow 
hope to be born anew in our hearts because God is with us and always will be.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Grace & peace, 

Pastor Sylvia 

 

Maple Springs Life 
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Hi, friends! 

You remember my last newsletter article in April, which was last month?  Wait, what?  April wasn’t last 

month?  Am I the only one who feels that time has become, shall we say, more fluid in 2020?  When the 

lockdown happened, the lazy musician in me just thought, “This is cool.  I’ll get a little rest.  I’ll sleep in on 

Sundays for a month or so.”  Well, that didn’t happen, did it?  Instead, I plowed headlong into “old dog, new 

tricks” mode.  With the help of technology, we were able to keep the band together, albeit virtually.  This is 

where I want to extend a huge thanks to the band and singers.  Believe it or not, it’s not the easiest thing to 

record a musical part alone at home, while trying to smile into an iPhone.  Everyone really rose to the 

challenge.  And I think we all had a little bit of fun doing it, as well.  Now that we’re back in person, we’re 

working really hard to reclaim our mojo.  Everything still seems a little askew, of course, but we’ll get there. 

Here’s to the big noise that we’ll be making (hopefully) in 2021! 

Wear a mask. 

Jerry 
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Children’s Council decided this fall to begin a phased transition back to church for our children and their 

families.  Our original plan included beginning nursery in December but after surveying our families, we have 

decided not to offer nursery at this time due to our families not feeling comfortable.  At this time, we are 

planning to begin Sunday school for children in January and to offer nursery then as well.   

 

Grace and Peace,  

Children’s Council 

Friday, December 18 at 6:00pm 

Drive-In Movie and Food Trucks! 

Bring your family out for a Drive-In Movie in the Maple Springs parking lot!  

Come out at 6:00pm and grab a bite to eat from the food trucks.  The movie 

will begin at 6:30pm.  First, we will see the 

premier of this year’s Maple Springs Children’s 

Nativity and then we will watch The Star. All 

are welcome to join us! 

Page 12 

Drop off Birthday Gifts for Jesus! 

We are collecting good socks for our friends at New Story Church.  We are 

going to collect socks for children, women and men.  We are asking that you 

purchase nice, thick socks for our friends at New Story.  We will have a 

collection time on Sunday, December 7 from 4:00-5:00pm.  Think of these 

socks as a gift to Jesus this Advent season.  We will have the manger in the 

Craven Hall portico for families to present these gifts on Sunday, December 7.  

If you have questions, contact Mary 

Taylor (maryt@maplesprings.org). 

 

mailto:maryt@maplesprings.org
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The Preschool has been talking about all the many joys of Christmas.  We wish the people at Maple Springs 

UMC a blessed Christmas.   We will return January 11, 2021 ready to learn and grow.  The preschool is 

growing and staying germ free.  We have much to thank God for this Christmas season.   

 

The community has been thankful for the preschool being allowed to open.  Please know your faith in the 

preschool has been a blessing to the community.  The children have loved coming to preschool and being 

with others.  

Dough Holy Night: A Sweet Celebration of Our Savior’s Birth 

Families in our congregation will receive resources 

for Dough Holy Night- an activity to help families 

celebrate the story of Jesus’ birth in their home.  

These resources will be shared through email, snail 

mail, and on our Maple Springs Kids Facebook page.  

We encourage families to use this resource 

sometime during the season of Advent and to share 

pictures with us.  We think this will be a sweet way 

for our families to retell the story of Jesus’ birth.  



Memorial Gifts - New Maple Springs Website Maple Springs Life 
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In memory of Buford Edwards 

by  

Tim Booras 

Christine Jarmul 

Bob & Jean Shuping 

 

Our church's 2020 mission commitment to Old Town 

School is providing winter coats to all students whose 

parents are unable to provide them.  The greatest need is 

seen in grades 2, 3, and 4. Sizes 8, 10, and 12 are most 

often needed. 

 

 

Please prayerfully consider contributing to this cause so that our little friends at Old Town School will be 

warm while waiting for the school bus and playing on the playground  this winter. 

 

 

You may place your contributions in the collection boxes at the entrance to Craven Hall or at the side 

narthex entry to the sanctuary. 

 

 

Kay Tuttle 

Coordinator of Old Town School Missions 



December Birthdays and Anniversaries Maple Springs Life 

11 Ted Mickey 

11 L. A. Tuttle 

11 Kaylynn Suttles 

11 Angie Hampton 

11 Lisa Johnson 

12 Sheree Godwin 

12 Iris Jones 

12 Natalie Juran 

13 Lee Kimmel 

14 Becky Keller 

14 Elizabeth Gault 

15 Steph Anthony 

15 Camdyn Daly 

17 Martha Dagenhart 

17 Brad Poindexter 

18 Lee Spencer 

18 Rhonda Vaught 

18 Jacob Poindexter 

18 Bob Plemmons 

18 Dan Lyons 

19 Randy Waugh 

19 Laurie Hauser 

19 Martha Lytle 

19 Kim Crouch 

20 Cindy Poindexter 

20 Christie Noble 

21 Harriett Baker 

21 Melody Davis 

21 Sawyer Bowen 

21 Monica Wilson 

22 Ollie Andree Bowen 

23 Emmanuel Moses 

23 Caren Morgan 

24 Sam Plaster 

24 Andy Deng 

26 Tina Smith 

26 Connor Dalton 

27 Betty Faulkner 

27 Betty Faulkner 

27 Kate Linder 

27 Phyllis Sapp 

28 Diane Greer 

28 Andy Payton 

29 Evelyn Gordon 

29 Andy Ryback 

29 Cole Foley 

29 Ian Capps 

30 Kai Cornatzer 

31 Linda Mock 

31 Tricia Seitz-Wood 

 

4 Chris & Lynn Fox 

4 Tom & Colleen Chappell 

6 Larry & Martha Lytle 

11 Drew & Mary Taylor Setliff 

18 Frank & SueEllen Thomas 

19 Will & Katrina Brown 

22 Chuck & Sandra Kupsky 

23 Bob & Mary Jo Plemmons 

26 Carlyle & Mary Bledsoe 

27 Hank & Kathy Sigmon 

28 Steve & Kim Richmond 

31 Joe & Denese Mathews 

 

1 Floyd Strupe III 

1 Tommy Sprinkle 

2 Nick Lyons 

2 Whitney Frack 

2 Denise Creef 

2 Anna Sparks 

2 Tom Chappell 

3 Tyler Close 

3 Brian Enevold 

3 Kevin Soyars 

3 Taylor Mikkola 

3 Sidney Vaught 

3 Jan Blackburn 

3 Matt Taylor 

4 Jim Ross 

4 Steve Ashley 

4 Madeline Head 

5 Claire Sparks 

5 Kate Sparks 

6 Catherine Collins 

6 Martha Snyder 

7 Beth Juran 

8 Lou Elesha 

8 Alice Bumgarner 

8 Bob Hafer 

8 Carlyle Bledsoe 

9 Bryce Brenneman 

9 Sophie Guy 

11 Vickie Howard 
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Rooted, Growing, and 
Bearing Fruit for Christ 

F IND  US  ONLINE :  

MAPLESPRINGS . ORG  

2569 Reynolda Road 

Winston-Salem, NC 27106 

 

Phone: 336-722-7563 

Email: info@maplesprings.org 

web: maplesprings.org 

 

Church Office Hours: 

Monday - Friday 

8:30am to 4:30pm 

 

Sunday Worship Times: 

8:45am, 10:30am, & 11:00am  

Sunday School 9:55am 

 


