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 Volume 2020  Issue 11 From the Mouth of Lyons 

November 2020 

Praise the Lord! Our God is intimately interested in our lives. Over and over again throughout Scripture 

the Lord reveals to us His desires to bless His people. The Lord’s will is for our best life. These blessings are 

a result of placing God first in our living through seeking Him and following His ways. Following the Lord’s 

ways leads us into the Lord’s will for our lives.  

 

Following the Lord’s ways is about our character and our good works. We care for what God cares about 

with our action and our attitude. The conduct of our lives will affirm or betray our profession of faith that 

“Jesus is Lord.” This is true of our in-person and our online interactions. 

 

We are coming to a close of a polarizing and contentious election season—on the national and the statewide 

races. I pray our nation will accept the election results and our nation will not devolve into violence. Some of 

this will depend on how God’s people conduct themselves. Unfortunately, fewer people than ever before 

within our nation claim to be followers of Christ.  

 

Before the British Parliamentary elections of 1774, the Methodist movement founder John Wesley gave 

guidance for how Christians should conduct at the time of democratic elections. He wrote in his journal on 

October 6th of that year: 

 

I met those of our [Methodist] society who had votes in the ensuing election, and advised 

them 

1. To vote, without fee or reward, for the person they judged most worthy 

2. To speak no evil of the person they voted against, and 

3. To take care their spirits were not sharpened against those that voted on the other 

side.” 

 

The second and third points Reverend Wesley makes speaks to our Christian character. Whether or not we 

deem the person “worthy” of holding office, we are to follow Jesus’ second greatest command, “Love your 

neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:39). Our language should be sanctified rather than vilifying. Our hand 
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should be open to the neighbor on the opposite side of the political aisle with 

compassion and kindness. Furthermore, Christ told us to pray for our enemies 

(Matthew 5:44). 

 

Many of you have already voted for the persons you “judged most worthy.” I 

hope the rest of us will vote in the days ahead as we are prayerfully led. No 

matter how you vote what matters most is how you conduct yourself as a 

follower of Christ. In the run up to the election and the days that follow, will 

your conduct affirm or betray your profession of faith that “Jesus is Lord”? 

 

Faithfully yours, 

 

Pastor Dan 

 

From the Mouth of  Lyons (cont.) 
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GRATITUDE 

I love the story of the lady who thanked the 

grocery boy for delivering a loaf of bread, but he 

said, “Don’t thank me, thank the grocer because he 

gave me the loaf of bread to deliver.”  So, she 

thanked the grocer, but he said, “The baker makes 

the bread and I get it from him, he deserves the 

thanks.”  So, the lady thanked the baker, but the 

baker told her that the miller should be given 

gratitude because without his flour the baker could 

not make the bread.  So, she thanked the miller, 

but he said to thank the farmer from whose wheat 

he made the flour.  So, she thanked the farmer, but 

he said, “Don’t thank me, thank God; for it is God 

who gives the sunshine and the rain that makes my 

wheat grow.”  So, you see, even a common loaf of 

bread can be ultimately traced back to God. 

 

God is the creator and giver of every good and 

perfect gift.  And yet, sometimes, even as 

Christians, we need to be reminded of that, don’t 

we?  We need to be reminded of God’s goodness; 

we need to remember afresh and anew that God’s 

mercy and grace are extended beyond measure.  

We need to remember that all we have comes 

ultimately from God. 

 

Grace & peace, 

Pastor Sylvia 
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Thirty Days of Gratitude sermon series  

November 2020  

 

Every November, a 

thirty-day challenge 

pops up on social 

media feeds to focus 

our attention on gratitude. These campaigns seek to 

combat the negativity of our world with an infusion 

of positivity. It is sad that too often, we allow the 

world to seep in and sweep us away into a deep, 

dark cavern. As God’s people, our lives begin with 

gratitude. We understand life begins with the Lord. 

“In the beginning” God created the heavens and 

earth, filling them with all we see, touch, smell, hear, 

and taste. The Lord is good! For Christians, 

gratitude is a way of life because of our faith in God. 

We trust the providence of God for our needs. We 

believe in the will of God to direct our footsteps and 

decisions. We have confidence in the supremacy of 

God for the ultimate realization of his Kingdom and 

our place in it. Gratitude is a normal and natural 

effect of faith in God. This November, Maple Springs 

will focus on Thirty Days of Gratitude to 

remember the great things God has done, rejoice in 

his goodness, renew our faith, and revel because 

there is no one like our God!  
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Below is all the information you need to know about gathering with the Maple Springs church. 

 

What worship options will be offered? 

 

Both English-speaking worship services conducted each Sunday. 

8:45am Contemporary  

Worship Experience 

 

The Craven Hall has been prepared to host 

worshippers.  

 

How will we enter the building? 

 

There will be one entrance, the single door on 

the south side of the building. From the parking 

lot, use the sidewalk to the right of the building or the 

steps (near the dumpster) rising from the lower 

parking lot. The main entrance to Craven Hall under the 

covered drive will not be used.  

 

How will we exit the building? 

 

At the conclusion of the worship service, the traffic 

flow will be to leave by the same single door you 

entered. 

 

If one has to leave before the conclusion of the 

worship service, the main doors into the Craven Hall 

lobby will be used (to the front left of the praise 

band). To return to the Craven Hall, the single glass 

outside door must be used. 

11:00 Traditional  

Worship Service 
 

The Sanctuary has been prepared to host 

worshippers. 

 

How will we enter the building? 

 

There will be one entrance, the Narthex. It can be 

accessed by the front glass doors or the elevator.  

 

How will we exit the building? 

 

At the conclusion of the worship service, the traffic 

flow will be to leave by the same door you entered 

by the Narthex (out the glass doors or by the 

elevator.). 

 

If one has to leave before the conclusion of the 

worship service, the chancel exits to the left and 

right of the pulpit will be used. To return to the 

worship service, the Narthex entrance must be 

used. 

 

 

 Elevator Use 

Only one family will ride the elevator 

at a time. 



Maple Springs Life Protocol for Returning to Indoor Worship 

November | Volume 2020, No. 11 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 

 

Will face coverings be required? 

 

Yes. In respect of the governor’s Executive Order No. 147, we are requiring all worshippers wear face 

coverings when in the building. A limited number of disposable face masks are available for worshippers who 

do not bring their own personal protection equipment. Face shields do not meet the requirements of face 

coverings.  

 

There are certain exceptions made in the governor’s order: 

 Individuals with certain medical conditions, behavioral conditions, or disabilities are exempt from 

being required from wearing face covering. (Please note the trust system is honored for personal privacy 

and federal law prohibits inquiring into a person’s medical status.) 

 Children under age 5 are not required to wear face coverings. 

 Our worship leaders will not wear face coverings when they are speaking to the congregation or 

offering musical worship, however they will wear face coverings when not acting in those leadership 

roles. 
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8:45am Contemporary  

Worship Experience 

 

The chairs have been arranged to allow for 6’ feet of 

physical distance.  

 

Family groups of 3 to 6 people are invited to sit 

together on a single row. Individual worshippers or 

couples are invited to sit on the aisle end (side or 

center) of each available row.  

 

CAUTION: Your favorite row or seat may not be 

available. The rows have been spaced out further 

than previously experienced or someone might want 

to try to experience worship from your perspective. 

Please be flexible and gracious to your fellow 

worshippers. 

11:00 Traditional  

Worship Service 

 

Every other pew has been roped off to allow for 6’ 

feet of physical distance.  

 

Family groups of 3 to 6 people are invited to sit to-

gether on a single pew. Individual worshippers or 

couples are invited to sit on the aisle end (side or 

center) of each available pew.  

 

CAUTION: Your favorite pew may not be available. It 

may be roped off OR someone might want to try to 

experience worship from your perspective. Please be 

flexible and gracious to your fellow worshippers. 

Will physical distancing be observed?  



Maple Springs Life Protocol for Returning to Indoor Worship 

November | Volume 2020, No. 11 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 

 

Page 6 

 Will music be a part of these worship services? 

 

Absolutely, but differently! Music is one of the most often recorded forms of worship in the Bible. It is an 

important part of worship. 

8:45am Contemporary  

Worship Experience 
 

The full worship band will set up and maintain the 

appropriate physical distance from one another to 

play and sing some of our favorite worship songs 

each week.  

 

Congregational singing is discouraged at this time. 

11:00 Traditional  

Worship Service 

 

Our worship musicians will be sharing instrumental 

music throughout the service. From time to time, 

there will be a soloist, duet, or ensemble presenting 

special music piece.  

 

Congregational singing is discouraged at this time. 

How will the offering be a part of the worship service? 

8:45am Contemporary  

Worship Experience 
 

An Offering Box will be available for you to place 

your Tithe and Offerings into as you arrive at 

worship. The ushers will then carry that Offering 

Box to the altar to present our Tithe and Offerings 

to the Lord on our behalf. 

11:00 Traditional  

Worship Service 
 

An Offering Box will be available for you to place 

your Tithe and Offerings into as you arrive at 

worship. The ushers will then carry that Offering Box 

to the altar to present our Tithe and Offerings to the 

Lord on our behalf. 

Will the Passing of the Peace be a part of the worship service? 

 

At this time, the Passing of the Peace will not be a scheduled part of either worship service. We encourage 

you to greet your fellow worshippers while maintaining 6’ physical distance by offering a holy wave, a 

righteous salute, a positive thumbs-up, an acknowledging finger point, or a caring “air-hug” 
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 Will Holy Communion be observed? 

 

 As worshippers arrive, each family will receive a pint size berry basket. 

 After the communion liturgy blessing the bread and the juice of the vine, a family representative will 

stand with the berry basket. 

 Communion servers will bring the pre-packaged communion elements (a wafer and juice cup), and 

drop enough servings for each member of the family group into the berry basket. 

 Once every family has received the elements, all worshippers will be instructed to take the wafer and 

juice at the same time. 

 Worshippers, please dispose of your communion packaging in the trash receptacles after the service. 

You may keep your berry basket or return it by placing it in the “Used Berry Basket” bin. 

 

Will there be nursery care during worship services? 

 

Currently, we are not offering nursery care. Children are to remain with their parents and families during the 

service. Plans are being made to offer our nursery ministry in December. 

 

Will there be a Children’s “Pray-Ground” at the 8:45 Contemporary Worship Experience? 

 

There will not be a “Pray-Ground” set up. Children are to remain with their parents and families during the 

service. Families are invited to bring quiet activities to engage their children during the service. Worship ac-

tivity bags are also provided by our Children’s ministry. Supplies are replenished monthly to families by Mary 

Taylor. 

 

Will attendance be taken? 

 

We keep track of who worships with us for pastoral and evangelistic reasons. Pastorally, we need to know 

which of our members are participating. We attempt to follow up with those we do not see in worship. 

Evangelistically, we want to know the new people among us, so we can invite them to become part of our 

church family. 

 

Please be patient with our attendance takers as they may not know how wonderful you are yet. 

 

Tell the attendance taker your name when you arrive on Sunday mornings.  It can be tricky to 

recognize who’s behind the mask! 
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 Will hand sanitizer be available? 

 

The church will provide a hand sanitizer station at each entry door and outside of each restroom. 

 

What cleaning and sanitizing procedures is the church following? 

 

Our church is regularly cleaned by our custodial service before in-person worship and following in-person 

worship. They use EPA certified cleaning solutions designed to eliminate bacteria and viruses. 

 

Staff and volunteers will be wiping down frequently touched surfaces like doorknobs, light switches, and 

door pushes. 

 

By code, our air condition system draws in and adds fresh air to the system, constantly turning over the air in 

the building. 

 

What protocols are in place for restroom use? 

 

We request only one person (or parent with a child) use the restroom at a time use. All of our restrooms 

will have an occupied/unoccupied sign on the door. Please flip these signs to the appropriate side to 

communicate to other worshippers. 

 

Our bathrooms are cleaned on our regular cleaning schedule. They will not be cleaned in between each 

usage on Sunday mornings. However, cleaning solutions and disposable towels will be available in each 

restroom for worshippers to wipe down seats and handles before restroom use. 

 

What other precautions have been made to ready the building for in-person worship? 

 

Common used items in the Sanctuary pews (hymnals, Bibles, pens/pencils, envelopes) have been removed 

from the pew racks. We invite you to begin a new practice of carrying your own Bible to worship services. If 

you do not own a Bible, please let Pastor Dan know so that you can be presented with your very own Bible. 
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 Will online worship still be available for those who are not comfortable attending in-person 

worship? 

 

Both worship services will be live-streamed at their respective times to be viewed on the church’s Facebook 

page and YouTube channel at: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_jf2yJ8SjoKYnlsbMXpmjg?

view_as=subscriber. Recordings of both live-streamed worship services will be uploaded and viewable on the 

church’s website by the end of the day Sunday. 

 

The live-streamed worship services will not look the same as the pre-recorded produced worship services 

presented in the spring and summer. We have upgraded some equipment to improve the quality from the 

recorded services posted before the pandemic. We are still looking for some volunteers to assist in the production 

of live-streamed worship services. If you can push a button, then you have the skills needed to volunteer. 

 

Will Sunday School be offered? 

 

Some adult Sunday School classes have resumed meeting in-person and others remain online only. We have 

identified spaces in the building in which each of our classes can meet with safe, physical distancing. Several of 

the spaces our classes met in prior to COVID do not meet the necessary spatial requirements. 

 

Children and Youth Sunday School currently planning to begin in-person class meetings January. Watch for 

more details as the time to return approaches. Dirt Children’s Ministry and Rooted Youth Ministry are currently 

holding Sunday afternoon and midweek gatherings. 

 

What information and guidance has been consulted in the consideration of these plans to 

return to in-person worship? 

 

In preparing a return to in-person, onsite worship service, the staff and the committee leaders have 

consulted and implemented guidelines from the Center for Disease Control, the Western North Carolina 

Conference of the United Methodist Church, Governor Roy Cooper’s Executive Orders, The United 

Methodist Church, and other published material. Additionally, Nathan Ward, Environmental Health 

Supervisor with the Forsyth County Department of Public Health reviewed our plans and toured our 

facilities on June 23, 2020. In his opinion, our plan adequately addresses all areas. Mr. Ward also offered a 

few suggestions, which we have implemented. 
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Children’s Ministry had a busy October!  Our DIRT group met every Tuesday afternoon in the Picnic 

Shelter.  This month we decorated pumpkins for senior friends in our congregation and began recording this 

year’s Children’s Nativity.  Kind of crazy to record the Nativity when there are pumpkins on the front lawn.  

The children are loving recording the Nativity and we know you will enjoy watching it in December.  Special 

thanks to Catherine Davis, Beth Juran and Dennis Raley for their help in preparing for the Nativity. We also 

hosted a Drive In Movie Night— it was a lot of fun and included food trucks!  Thanks to all who attended.  

 

We look forward to November!  We will finish our recording for the Nativity and begin preparations for 

Advent.  Parents are asked to check their emails regarding information about this year’s Advent Angel 

program. Let me know ASAP if you plan for your child to take part.  

 

In this season of thankfulness, I give thanks to God for each child, family and for our 

church family- how blessed I am to serve at Maple Springs! 

 

Grace and Peace,  

Mary Taylor 

 

S 
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Page 10 

Children’s Nativity 
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Pumpkin Patch 2020 - Fellowship Class Announcement Maple Springs Life 

We had an awesome 42nd season of the Pumpkin Patch.  

Thanks to each and every person who served a shift, or 

two or three, this season.  We give thanks for your 

service.  Special thanks to those who served as our 

auditors this season- Charlotte and Gary Alwine, Scott 

Andree-Bowen,  Bill and Jan Blackburn, Pat Craver, Susie 

Dickerson and Stephanie Norman.  We give thanks to 

Drew Setliff for all his help in coordinating the delivery 

and unloading of our pumpkins this season.  We had 4 

deliveries of pumpkins and they were beautiful.  We will 

soon report the amount of money raised for missions.  

God truly blessed us this year! 

        Grace and Peace,  

        Mary Taylor 

 

“Rainbow Over the Pumpkin Church”, 2020. 

Picture taken by Jill Gordon 

FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS ANNOUNCMENT 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, our 2020 annual Christmas Party has been 

canceled.  We will miss this class tradition but will look forward to the time 

when we can eat and fellowship safely together. 

Wally Maultsby, President 

Dot Atkinson, Secretary 
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Lisa Johnson wishes 

everyone at Maple Springs 

a belated  

Happy Halloween! 



Maple Springs Life Ladies Bible Study -  Missions and Outreach 

November | Volume 2020, No. 11 | 2569 Reynolda Road | Winston Salem, NC 27106 | 336-722-7563 | maplesprings.org 

 

Page 12 

WESLEY’S WORDS 

If darkness is occasioned by manifold, heavy, and unexpected temptations, the best 

way of preventing this is to teach believers always to expect temptation. They dwell 

in an evil world, among wicked, subtle, malicious spirits… . They may expect many 

storms before they come to the full stature of Christ. Let them pour out their souls 

before God and show Him of their trouble. 

How to Pray - The Best of John Wesley 

The Tuesday Morning Ladies Bible study group will begin a 5-week Advent study on 

November 10.  In O Come, O Come, Emmanuel, we will learn about the 

anticipation and waiting that the Old Testament world endured, we'll revel in the 

light and life Jesus came to bring every tribe, tongue, and nation on earth. In a 

season of hustle and bustle, allow the rhythms of Advent to set your focus on 

moments of reflection, joy, and true hope during Christmastime.   

Books are available through Lifeway.com or Amazon ($9.99 either place).  

Join us at 9:30 AM in the Cokesbury Room.  For further information contact 

SueEllen Thomas at sthomasrn@hotmail.com. 

MISSION ACCOMPLISHED! 

The new wheelchair ramp is 

complete!  Thanks to everyone 

who volunteered to come out 

and help with this project! 

November Ministry Collections 

 

Food Pantry:  Snack Foods 

 Cake Mixes 

 Dessert Items 

 Snack Crackers 

 Microwave Popcorn 

Contact: Scott Andree Bowen at scott@maplesprings.org 

 

Prison Ministry Needs for Christmas: 

 700  full size bars of soap 

 700 deodorant 

 700 individual size bags of chips (1 oz. size bags) 

 1400 individually wrapped pieces of candy 

                  (bite size Snickers, Mars, or Hershey’s bars) 
 1400 gallon size Ziploc bags (easy open bags, no sliders) 

Contact: Peter Venable at oelkers9@msn.com 

 

Bring your donations to church on Sunday or drop them off inside 

the Main Building entrance by the church office on Monday-Friday 

between 8:30am-4:30pm. 

mailto:sthomasrn@hotmail.com
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Maple Springs Life Our Church Family 

Our Christian Sympathy is extended to  

Betty Edwards and family on the passing of her husband, 
William Buford Edwards 

 
Peggie High and family of the passing of her husband, 

Richard Graham High 
 

Charlie Patrick and family on the passing of his father,  
Charles Eddie Patrick 

Page 13 

Honorarium 

 

In honor of 

Debbie Daniels 

for the  

Food Pantry 

by 

Jane Hendrick 

and 

Bet Wilson 

Congratulations to  

Stephen and Ashley Blackwell 

on the birth of their daughter 

Hattie Mae Blackwell,  

who was born on October 6. 

Harper is now a big sister! 
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Memorial Gifts 
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In memory of Helen Sawyer  

by  

Ann Hall & Ted Williams 

In memory of Richard High 

by  

Sanders & Josephine Bolling 

Don & Elizabeth Gault 

Jerry & Peggy Grogan 

Clementine Mauney 

In memory of Pauline Stephens 

for the Food Pantry 

by  

Betty Edwards 

In memory of Michael Phillips 

by  

The Focus Sunday School Class 

In memory of Jerry Murray 

for the Food Pantry 

by  

Maple Springs UMW 

In memory of Vance Sprinkle 

by 

Randy & Brenda Waugh 

In memory of Buford Edwards 

by  

Katherine Friestad 

David & Brenda Matthews 

Joann McMurray 

Mary Mickey 

Howard & Lois Miller 

Cecil & Shelbia Painter 

Guy & Liz Rudisill 

Sammy & Charmine Ruppe 

Tom & Iris Womble 

In memory of Richard High 

for the Food Pantry 

by  

Bet Wilson 



November Birthdays and Anniversaries Maple Springs Life 

 11  Nancy Holliday 

11 Chelsea Jackson 

12 Danny Mitchell 

13 Gina Enevold 

13 Jennifer Sprinkle Kerrigan 

13 Ben Stansberry 

15 Monica Dagenhart 

15 Martha Walker 

15 Hannah Wooten 

16 Jack Edwards 

16 Sarah Grace 

17 Paula Little 

17 Carson Dalton 

18 Tyler Foster 

18 Kathy Arnett 

18 Caroline Setliff 

19 Chris Douglas 

19 Tamara Cornatzer 

19 Gary Whitt 

19 Emma Long 

19 Tracy Speas 

20 Mark Cline 

20 Rachel Smith 

20 George Aldhizer III 

20 Presley McKinney 

21 Aaron Sieg 

22 Bailey Howard Jr. 

23 Ann Marie Livengood 

24 Addie Elliott 

25 Carolyn Dirks 

28 Tory Wagoner 

29 Denise Gregory 

30 Brian Winfrey 

 

6 David & Lydia Whitt 

14 Stephen & Ashley Blackwell 

16 Andy & Christie Noble 

26 Thomas & Ann Marie Livengood 

 

1 Ernest Womble 

1 Brett Moyer 

1 Susan Busch 

2 Lowell Bradley 

2 Steve Newsome 

2 Sally Elliott 

2 Charlene Porter 

3 Meredith Poindexter 

4 Matt Plaster 

4 Frank Thomas 

4 Blake Rosnes 

5 Chris Halt 

6 Betty Edwards 

6 Mike Young 

7 Dan Cornelius 

7 Julie Brogden 

8 Ed Mance 

8 Betsy Jo Thompson 

8 Aleigh Lyons 

8 Linda Durden 

9 Ted Monk 

9 Toni White 

9 Carmen Strickland 

10 Karen Hedrick 

11 Gray Tuttle lll 

Did we miss your birthday or 

anniversary?  

Please call Catherine in the 

church office at 336-722-7563  

or email her at  

catherine@maplesprings.org  

and let her know. 
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