
2018 SEASON EDITION www.MIBC.ORG - info@mibc.org - 906.847.0217  

G O O D  R E P O R T
T H E   M A C K I N A C  I S L A N D  B I B L E  C H U R C H

# G O D S E E S  # G O D K N O W S  # G O D C A R E S

Welcome to our 2018 installment of "The Good 

Report." We have been blessed here with an 

extended winter but God is still Good and we have 

much to be thankful for. How about you? 

 

In Genesis 16 we read the story of Abram, Sarai and 

Hagar. Abram was given the promise to be "father of 

many nations," but Sarai (Sarah) schemed herself 

into thinking that she would help old Abe out as 

he was getting up in years and she could not 

conceive. Sarai approached Abram with the idea to 

take Hagar, her own maid-servant who was an 

Egyptian, and bear a child through her. Wow, what 

a plan! Just thinking, but our plans can turn into 

schemes! Scheming, especially when people's lives 

are involved, can lead to divisive actions, trouble 

and hurt. This is exactly what was happening and 

what we can learn ourselves from this story. I see it 

all the time in all sorts of circles and situations. We 

get impatient to take God's course of action, and 

feel we have to help Him along, not following His 

direction. We ignore His plan and can create a 

myriad of problems that effect what God had in 

mind. Needless to say, Abram went along with 

Sarai's scheme and history was altered forever.  

 

After Hagar became Abram's wife and conceived, 

she began to "despise" her mistress. She then 

became arrogant and had contempt for Sarai,  

mistreating and disrespecting her because she 

could not have children. This sent Sarai back to 

Abram to put blame now on him and off herself. 

What a mess!   When Abram gave his authority to 

Sarai to carry out her scheme, these divisive plans 

brought hurt to this family of God. Are you seeing 

what plans and schemes can do if we are not 

careful. God leads us "besides still waters," not into 

hostile take-overs!  Sarai turned on Hagar harshly, 

causing her to flee into the wilderness. But, what 

happens next changes it all. 

 

The "Angel of the Lord" appeared to Hagar and 

instructed her to return to Sarai and submit to her 

authority! This is important. Though we do not 

understand, God desires to continue His plan. We 

may be uncomfortable receiving unjust abuse, but 

God is in control even if we do not see. 

ultimately for our good. The Angel revealed to 

Hagar that Ishmael would be her son. Though this 

genealogy would cause the world  much trouble,  

Ultimately, the plotting and scheming of Sarai 

brought hurt and harm for many future generations, 

even to this day! Not everything that seems good, is 

good, if we go our own way. God calls the shots - we 

simply obey His Word and instructions for us. 

 

Hagar fled and was in tremendous hurt. She was a 

lowly servant and this plot had caused her so much 

pain. She felt trapped, used, alone and miserable. 

Have you been there yourself? We may even have 

been hurt by the people of God and can have these 

same feelings. Obviously, your story is different, but 

listen to what the Angel of the Lord said to Hagar in 

Genesis 16:9 "the Lord has heard your affliction." Does 

this speak to you today? Whatever you have gone 

through or are struggling in right now, cry out to the 

Lord and He will hear your cries! God hears about our 

trouble and the things that deeply hurt and afflict us. 

You may not have an angelic visit from the Lord, but 

we have this Word and Holy Spirit to comfort us now! 

 

Hagar gave a name to the Lord that spoke to her 

that day: "You are the God who sees." She said, I have 

looked on the One who sees me! This is so powerful 

my friends. "El Roi" is the same God we know and 

serve today. He sees us. He knows our pain. He cares 

enough to do something about it, even when we are 

at our worst. Maybe you've been wronged. hurt and 

still feel despair every day. Stay on God's course no 

matter what, you are loved. Do you feel outcast and 

used up?  God sees. He knows and, He cares.  

 

I want to encourage you to not give up on the One 

who sees. May we be like David in Psalm 139:7, 

"Where can I go from Thy Spirit? or where can I flee 

from Thy presence?". Be encouraged today because 

He sees you, knows you and cares for you deeply 

enough to rescue you, pick you up and give you new 

direction and purpose!                Pastor Ken Straight 
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The Apostle Paul, in Acts 16:9, had a vision of man

crying out, "Come over to Macedonia and help us! This

was Paul's confirmation to be there. We have the

same calling here on Mackinac Island, but we are that

man calling out for people to come help us here!  

 

The starting gun has sounded and we are ready for a

harvest this season as workers from all over the globe

have started to arrive. We love, teach, disciple and give

all we have every summer to  "Minister to the Lost,

Strengthen the Weak and Encourage the Strong."

We've been ministering to our local people during the

cold winter and now we are ready to receive new folks

that need Jesus desperately. We simply cannot be

where all the individuals are and we need people of

any age to step onto this harvest field willing to roll up

sleeves and be gatherers in the Lord's vineyard on this

mission ground. Will you pray with and for us?  

 

This is God's soil and we intercede to the "Lord of the

harvest to send forth laborers" into this field (Luke

10:2). We have seen marvelous things through the few

workers we do have, but we are believing for more -

ministries, groups and individuals to reach all the

nations here! Will you tell someone about us? Will you

come? Or, will you partner with us in prayer or other

support? Will you pray for our strength and anointing

to carry this Godly burden and mantle? Will you pray

against the "enemy of our souls," Satan, who has been

at work to discourage with His divisive plans? Will you

pray for the nations represented here, to see them

reached and the saints strengthened and  built up? 

Thank you so much for your prayers and support for

this "like-no-other" nation-reaching ministry!

" O N  Y O U R  M A R K . . . "

We had a wonderful winter of ministry

here at the Mackinac Island Bible Church.

Though there are always challenges for us

MIBC saw new growth and a real sense of

unity and desire to seek God and mature.

We are very grateful for the "hearty" folks

that stay with us all year so that we can

continue working the fields here. 

 

We need all the different groups of folks for

MIBC to flourish and succeed in Christ's

work. We need the year-rounders to help

us keep a vital "footprint" of the gospel on 

Mackinac all year long. We also need the

summer workers and residents so that they

can hear the gospel and carry Jesus back

to their own country or town to bring the

light of Jesus they received here to their

"neck of the woods." We surely need the

partners and visitors who come to our

services, studies, prayer meetings, Coffee

House and outreaches who encourage us

and receive much needed spiritual manna,

rest and fellowship away from home.  

 

We also need the hard and difficult people

that oppose the honest and faithful work

of God that we do here. Wait, what?

REALLY?!  We need them too. They keep us

trusting in God!  We love everybody and

treat people with respect and honor. We

uphold the Gospel message of Jesus' great

love and faithfulness to us.  We never really

push back. We just say,  "REALLY?!  

 

Matthew 5:11-12 says, Blessed are you, when

men revile you, and persecute you, and say

all kinds of evil against you falsely, for my

sake. Rejoice and be very glad, because

great is your reward in heaven..."   

REALLY?! Yes really. God Reigns! 

 

R E A L L Y ? !


