
 

Diversions/Distractions

BY KEN STRAIGHT

My dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

what a time we live in! There is so

much strife and division in our country

- so many words and way too much

information! Can you say "Amen"? 

Diversions and Distractions often are

the things that get us in trouble. The

Enemy's plan is to lure us away from

the presence of God in our lives - to

take us off of the Father's original plan

is exactly what He tries to do! 

 

Distractions and diversions - have they

ever gotten you in trouble? I don't

want God to a talking donkey and an

angel to get me on track, do you? That

is exactly what happened to Jacob.

Faithfulness to God's purposes should

keep us in the right lane. Our effort

here is to steer people, young and

older to seek and pursue a personal,

real encounter with the LORD our God,

and we have a short time to do it!

 

  No other quest in life is more important than

to know Him (John 17:3). Our eternal life of

abundant living starts the day we make Jesus

LORD and it is His desire that He is LORD of

every area in our lives. But wouldn't it be a

good strategy of our Adversary to get us

distracted from living out the abundant life

that God promised? Even Christians believe

that this life is to be spent doing what we

desire. "God wants me happy doesn't He?"  We

were created for Him - not Him for us - it has

never been about us, always His purposes.

   The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable

(Romans 11:29). God does not take back the

gifts He has given to us or forget about the

people and their purpose that He has already

chosen for them.  This winter we are plunging

ourselves into the Book of Colossians. Paul

was being imprisoned for his work in the

Gentile church. He was not distracted!

  Do you know that even good things and

good pursuits can distract us from the best

things that the LORD has for us?  Let's keep

our 2020 focus in the right direction. The

enemy likes it when we have strife, division

and divide the Body of Christ. He also likes it

when we do not live out His purpose.
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DID YOU KNOW?

MISSIONS to the Muslim
World  with FRONTIERS
(Perry LaHaie)
MISSIONS to  Unreached
People & Evangelism
MORELLI MINISTRIES INT'L
MISSIONS to InnerCity
Kansas City  at HOPECITYKC
(Aaron Swanger)
MISSIONS to  Guatamalan
Children's Home  through
BLUE WATER SURRENDER
MISSIONS through 24/7
Prayer & Worship 
 Initiatives  THE GARCIAS 

OUTREACH to Senior Adults
& Community Events with
FAITH DIALOGUE (Behrs)
OUTREACH to  Missionaries
Counselin in Thailand   
OMS (Jake & Hona Finn)
OUTREACH U.S. Churches
Speaking & Music Ministry  

Your Gifts to MIBC also sup-
port a number of worthy
Missions, Strategic
Outreaches, and Various
needy Benevolent Projects:
 

     INT'L HOUSE OF PRAYER KC
 

    R & M MINISTRIES (Browns)
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MIBC's mission hasn't changed for 25 years and counting!  Keep reading ... 



Lori and I are thrilled to have our first Grandchild, “Moses Jeremiah Straight!” But, world our offspring are growing up into is
not the same world that we grew up in! God told the people in Deuteronomy 1, that Joshua was their man to lead them into
their inheritance. Yet verse 39 gives a warning about their next generation, “And as for your little ones, who you said would
become a prey, and your children, who today have no knowledge of good or evil, they shall go in there. And to them I will
give it, and they shall possess it.” It was the children that were going to possess the Promise Land and all its blessings – the
adults were to turn and go back  into the wilderness towards the Red Sea. The adults were not going to see the Land of
Promise! The other problem was that the children had NO knowledge of good and evil, yet they were going to inherit the
blessings. Our children and young people are falling prey to the enemy, having little to no knowledge of good or evil! 
 
The unrighteous culture is preying on our children, but we the “ambassadors of Christ” are PRAYING on them in Jesus name!
We pray against the confused messages that these children are getting as to who they are and what they are to be. Please
pray for our "Kids Club" and the teens we take to camp with our leaders. This generation is in the “lion’s den” – even here on
"wholesome" Mackinac Island. The Enemy is our Adversary and he is ferocious! The people and churches are asleep, but
MIBC is not! We want our children to inherit the promises that God has for them in Christ and we won't let them be prey.
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It is known in the Body of Christ, at least in the Western Church  that women tend to be more spiritually minded,
and desire to be closer to the Lord. But, this is not the way it should be. Men need to be leaders in their homes
and the community. Most television shows depict men and Father’s to be “one nugget shy of a Happy Meal!”  But
I am confident that things are changing as we are calling on the men to be “Men of Courage.” 
This is the name we’ve given our men’s group on Mackinac Island and we are seeing that a need is here for the
gentlemen to take their place in the Kingdom of God as we are taking Proverbs 27:17 to heart, which says, “Iron
sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.” Our lives are seen and lived around this community and we
need to build each other up so we can be bold and shine our lights among other those who do not know Jesus. It
takes courage to do this, but men must rise up within their homes righteously and take courage. We have failed
but that is not what we will continue to be known for. Men, rise up and be "Men of Courage" in Jesus' name!
 
The ladies have been engaged in weekly Bible Studies for years, but the men are now really understanding what
is required of us. Internet Talk Radio show host, and part-time island resident, Rob Walter ( “Red Sky Radio”  -
redskyradio.net), was able to speak at “Men of Courage” meetings last season. Rob commented on his show,
which is reaching over 100,000 listeners world-wide, that “ Men of Courage” had impacted him and that it is
really what we men need to be. Though Mr. Walter is an Attorney and Judge in Arizona, he is soon launching a
show specifically for men called,  “Real Men Radio” to speak into the lives of  "Men of Courage" and help raise
some more up in our country. We must salvage what has been lost to the culture. God made us to be warriors,
pioneers, builders, adventurers with courage and tenacity. He designed men this way, and, in and for the
Kingdom of God specifically! Remember, the Church is supposed to live dangerously for the sake of Jesus Christ
and the Gospel. He has also made men to lead our families and to love our wives as Christ loved the Church.
Guys, “Be of good courage, and let us be courageous for our people, and for the cities of our God.”(2 Samuel
10:12a). Men, we have to lead this and the next generation into all that God has promised for His people.
 

 
NEEDS @ MIBC:

PAVER/PATIO Landscaping
LAMANENT FLOORING
Installation
NEW STORAGE SHED STEPS
KITCHEN CUPBOARDS
Installation
NEW DOORS & FRAMES

SUMMER WORKERS
CHILDREN-YOUTH
MUSIC (Keys and Drums)
CUSTOM INTERNSHIPS

STREET EVANGELISM &
PRAYER TEAMS

SMALL WORK CREWS FOR THE
FOLLOWING JOBS ON THE
MIBC HOUSE:

 
BI-VOCATIONAL MINISTRY
INTERNS FOR:

 
OTHER NEEDS:

 

"Therefore, my
dear brothers
and sisters,
stand firm. 
Let nothing move
you. Always 
give yourselves
fully to the work
of the Lord,
because you
know that your
labor in the
Lord is not in
vain.”
1 CORINTHIANS 15:58

Men of Courage

Preying (Praying) On Our Children


