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December 2018
“Each one should give as he has determined in his heart, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”
II Corinthians 9:7
Even as we enter this Christmas Season in which the world about us is focused on gift giving. I
would remind you to consider your own giving in light of your knowledge of God’s greatest gift, the
gift of His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ. For it is not just a coincidence that we receive the Lottie
Moon Offering for International Missions to help tell the story of Jesus to our world during the
Christmas Season. In fact this year marks the 100th year since this Offering came to be named for
Miss Lottie Moon who served as one of our early Southern Baptist Missionaries to China. For it was
she who first suggested we receive such an offering for International Missions at this particular
time of the year.
As your Pastor, I would encourage you to prayerfully consider all your giving in the light of the
Lordship of Jesus Christ. And as we receive this year’s Mission Offering I would urge you to give
as generously & cheerfully as possible knowing that because of our gifts our world will have an
opportunity to not only hear about God’s Greatest Gift, but to receive Him.
I hope you can join us this Sunday as we begin this year’s Christmas Celebration as a Church
Family! And be sure to check out the Church Calendar in this Newsletter for all the various ways we
will be celebrating God’s Greatest Gift throughout this month.
Your Pastor & Friend,

Bro. Mike

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas!

Thank you for allowing us serve you this year!
We look forward to another year with a loving church family.

Weekly Opportunities

Attendance
Date
Sunday School
November 4
156
November 11
143
November 18
164
November 25
137

Worship
160
146
188
137

Undesignated Offering received for
November 4
$14,905.68
November 11
$ 4,736.00
November 18
$ 1,964.15
November 25
$ 3,631.00
Online Giving this month—$1,058.00
Needed Each Week in 2018 - $7,376.25
Current Balance In Building Fund: $170,578.89

SonShine Seniors

We will meet in the Fellowship Hall
at 10:30 a.m., Tuesday, December 4. Bring
homemade cookies to fill tins (we have enough tins) to
deliver to our shut-ins. We will go eat at Cracker Barrel
afterwards.
Those of you going to the Jubilee Christmas Tour, just a
reminder that the doors at Park Place Baptist Church
open at 6 p.m. on December 6, with performance starting
at 7 p.m. Maybe we can all sit together to represent Trinity.
The bus will not be running.

Annual Widow/Widowers’ Banquet
Saturday, December 8, at 6 p.m.

Domino/Potluck Night
In Church Fellowship Hall
Friday, December 14, at 5:30 p.m.
Everyone invited!

Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

December 24
At 6:00 p.m.

Sunday

Monday

Morning Worship
Sunday School
Women’s Bible Study
Men’s Fraternity
Choir Practice
Evening Worship

9:15 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
3:30 p.m.
3:30 p.m.
4:45 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Men’s Prayer Breakfast

8:00 a.m.

(At Saline Memorial Hospital)

Tuesday

Church Visitation

Wednesday Men’s Prayer Group
Supper
Adult Study & Prayer
Student Ministry
Children’s Ministry

6:30 p.m.
5:30 a.m.
5:30 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

Bible Club At Tyndall Park
In the Gene Moss Building

From 3:30-5:00 p.m.
Club will meet Mondays: Dec. 3, 10, 17

Jan. 7, 14, 28 / Feb. 4, 11, 25
See Bro. Mike to help or with any questions.

It’s not too late!
Poinsettias decorating our sanctuary may be
dedicated to the memory of or in honor of a
loved one.
Order envelopes are available in foyer or on the table by the
office. Cost is $8.00 per plant.

Join us for Caroling
As Our Youth & Children
Lead The Way

Wednesday, December 19
At 6:00 p.m.
The White Family invite you to join with them
In celebration of the 80th Birthday of Loretta White
on Saturday, December 8, from 1:30-3:30 p.m.
at Trinity Baptist Fellowship Hall
No gifts please

Our Goal: $6,500

While at Hobby Lobby, I noticed a sign
that read, “It’s beginning to COST a lot
like Christmas.” I love this time of
year! Christmas is my favorite holiday
and winter is my favorite season. I
love the Christmas trees, the Christmas
lights, the Christmas garland, getting together with
friends and family to celebrate Christmas, the
Christmas songs, and the Christmas movies. I
love the idea of a white Christmas (even though
I’ve only experienced it a handful of times). It’s
easy to get caught up in the nostalgia, business,
and costliness of Christmas and forget its true
meaning. While decorations, gifts, and songs are
great, the greatest thing about Christmas is that
the OMNIPOTENT, OMNISCIENT, and OMNIPRESENT Creator and God of the universe would
choose to leave His throne in Heaven and enter
the world as a helpless baby in order to fulfill His
promise to save mankind. That is why we can
have joy and celebrate this great occasion. We need
to remember that there are those in our community
who will not get to celebrate Christmas the way
many of us do. They may not have the funds to do
so, or they may not have the right understanding
of the meaning of Christmas. As the Church, it
should be our mission to help them in both areas.

Jeff
REALITY WEEKEND IS COMING UP!
January 18-19
This is always a important inspirational and fun
time for our youth. If you would be willing to
serve as a host home, help with this event,
or sponsor a youth, (costs will be approx.
$45 per student) please let Jeff (918-691-9061) .

Christmas Musical
Presented by
“C to C3”
Sunday, December 16
At 6:00 p.m.

Just Passing Notes
This Christmas will mark the seventh annual
presentation of Christ’s birth, since I have been
your worship leader. The choir is still working hard
to make this the best ever and we hope that you
will be present when “C to C” presents “And It
Came to Pass.”
Celebrating Christmas is always a joyous time
for family, church and even the world. While the
world presents carnality to exclude Christ, the
church presents the joy of knowing Christ personally.
And we hope you do…so with that in mind, may I
say along with the choir….MERRY CHRISTMAS!
….the reason this is short is because my wife said I
couldn’t make it short….just passing notes….jp

Bro. Johnny
Will You Help?
Volunteers are needed to help in the Nursery
during the Worship Service. This would be
on a rotation basis. If you would be willing to
help in this ministry there is a sign up sheet
in the foyer.

For your convenience, online giving is available on
our church Website at trinitybenton.com

Sun

Mon

Tues

Thu

Wed

Fri
1

Jesus is still the Reason for the Season!
2

3
Special
Business
Meeting

9

Children’s
Bible Club
10 Children’s
Bible Club
Joy Class
Christmas Party

16

17

Musical

23

11

Deacon/Staff
Christmas Party

8

7

Widow/Widower
Banquet

12

13

15

14
Domino/
Potluck
Fellowship

Hospice Meal
Fidelis Class
18

19

20

21

22

25

26

27

28

29

Children’s
Bible Club
24

No Wednesday
Activities

McNary’s Sharing
PM Service
30

6

4
5
SonShine Senior
Cookie for
Shut-Ins &
Cracker Barrel

Sat

31
T-N-T

O come, let us
adore Him!

