
 

 

 

    AN EVENTFUL SEPTEMBER 
 

I must admit, that this has been the strangest summer I have ever experienced. As we head 
into Fall, I am likewise noting how odd things are due to Covid.  September is usually a 
busy and exciting month as church programs resume after the Summer quiet.  Even though 
things are quite different right now, September will still be a busy and exciting month in 
the life of our congregation.  Here are three of the great things going on this September! 
 

First, Bishop Eric will be with us on Sunday, September 6, for Confir-
mation and Ordination.  We have three youth confirmands and one 
adult reaffirmation who will stand before Bishop Eric during the 8am patio service.  What a joy 
it will be to see them released into further ministry! 
 
At the 10am Livestream, we will have the joy of seeing Steven Braun ordained to the sacred or-
der of priests.  While it isn’t exactly how we had hoped this momentous day would come to pass, 
it will still be a holy time as Steve is set apart for ordained ministry as a presbyter in God’s one, 
holy, catholic and apostolic church.  As soon as it is safe to gather face to face, we will have a 

reception to celebrate his priesting.   
 
Second, the Board has approved the procurement of structures for shade and 
seating on the patio.  In the shor t-term, this will be of help while we have outdoor 
worship services.  In the long-term, it will give us shade and seating on the patio for 
people to gather after services for refreshments and fellowship.  We anticipate having 
the shade in place by the end of the month. As the trees mature and the structures are 
no longer needed on the patio, they can be relocated to other parts of the campus. 
 
Third, we are implementing more online platforms for engagement in spiritual disciplines.  Working in 
conjunction with Fr. John Roberts, we have developed the Diocesan Online Daily Office (DODO) to help peo-
ple engage with a staple in the Anglican diet for spiritual growth: Daily Morning and Evening Prayer.  The ser-
vices take place on Zoom to allow people to have live conversations and prayer at 7:00am and 6:30pm, but are 
also broadcast to a diocesan YouTube channel for those who prefer to engage the office at off-times.    
 

We are also trying a short online Bible study looking at three lessons from Philip-
pians 4 on how to experience Unfettered Joy no matter what is going on around 
you.  This class will meet on Thursdays, September 10, 17, and 24 from 11:00-
11:30am on Zoom.  The classes will also be broadcast to our YouTube channel for 
those who cannot attend live. 
 

You can find more information on these and many more opportunities in the rest of this month’s Messenger.  I 
continue to hold you all in my prayers as I ask our Lord to fill you with “the knowledge of his will in all spir-

itual wisdom and understanding, so as to walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to him: bearing 
fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God” (Colossians 1:9-10). 

                              Blessings, 
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Essential to the Body 

 

12 For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, 
though many, are one body, so it is with Christ  . . . 21 The eye cannot say to the hand, “I 
have no need of you,” nor again the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 On the 

contrary, the parts of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable . . . 26 If one mem-
ber suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice together. ~ 1 Corinthi-

ans 12:12, 21, 22, 26 
 

What does it mean to be essential?  The world has deemed, and in some instances rather ar-
bitrarily, which human tasks are considered essential and non-essential in this time of pan-
demic.  “Your work is needed,” and “your work is no longer necessary,” are the categories 
that each individual has had to be placed into over the course of the last several months.  But 
what does this say about who we are as people created in the image of God?  Who gets to decide whether your God-
given talents are necessary or not in the world? 
 

The Preacher in the book of Ecclesiastes writes that, “All is vanity.  What does man gain by all the toil at which he 
toils under the sun? A generation goes, and a generation comes, but the earth remains forever (Eccl. 1:2b-4).”  Is 
the answer then that none of us are essential?  Certainly there is nothing that any of us offers day in and day out 
that keeps the world turning.  If we were to die tomorrow, the lives of family and friends would certainly be affected 
but the world wouldn’t come crashing down.  So are any of us really “essential?” 
 

Saint Paul has much to say on this matter, following after the teachings of our Lord Jesus.  All are essential to the 
body of Christ.  As image bearers of God, we have been made of an immeasurable value to Him.  If He so cares for 
even the sparrows and lilies, how much more does He care for us and have a purpose for us?  In the body of Christ, 
there is no room for talk of being essential or non-essential because God has made each one of us as an essential 
part of His Church.   
  
As essential members of the body, we are each given an essential task to live out uniquely as the part of the body 

which God has made us to be.  Paul goes on to say in the next chapter in his letter to 
the Corinthians, that without self-sacrificial love, there is no point to any of the min-
istries in the body.  Our essential task is to Love God and out of the love that He has 
for us, love one another.  Ultimately, it is through this essential work of self-
sacrificial love that the message of the gospel, God’s love for us, is spread to the 
ends of the earth and penetrates the deepest depths of each  of our hearts.  While we 
find ourselves physically distanced from one another, let us not neglect the nearness 
of God’s love and the essential work of living out this love for one another in our 
day to day lives.  Remember, it’s often in the little things like a simple phone call or 

a note to someone who is feeling isolated, especially from God, right now. 
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YOUTH GROUP 
 

Youth Group begins this year with an in-person outdoor gathering with parents and youth for a time of worship 
and socially distanced fellowship.  We look forward to connecting with everyone weekly through our zoom 
meetings to catch up and pray, discussing our reactions to each episode of “The Chosen” on the Trinity Bakers-
field Youth Group Discord Channel, and connecting through outdoor activities and events as we are able.  Stay 
tuned for announcements for upcoming outdoor activities and events as we see what the weather brings us 
throughout the month. 
~Steve 
 

Sept 13, 6:30-7:15: Outdoor Kickoff Event 
Sept 20, 7:00-7:30: Zoom Catch Up 

Sept 27, 7:00-7:30: Zoom Catch Up 
 
 



 

 

In The Parish Family 
In sympathy to… 
 

 Deacon Ron Christolear and his family on the death of his father on August 15th. 
 

Congratulations to… 
 

 Bruce and Kaye (Sykes) McCloskey on their recent marriage. 
 Lauren and Danny Vallejo, and proud grandparents Ed and Patti Taylor, on the recent birth  
  of Penelope Monroe. 
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            TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 
Trinity Preschool is re-opened.  We are extremely happy to have our amazing 
preschoolers back into our building.  This month has gone smoothly with new 
safety procedures that we have in place. The preschool families have been under-
standing and patient with all the changes, and I cannot thank them enough for 
their continuous support.  
 

The classrooms are filling up with new friends.  It is amazing to meet our new students and exciting to wel-
come back the children who were enrolled prior to our temporary shutdown due to Covid.   

 
 
On the first day back to school, our preschool lobby was filled with a welcome back bal-
loon surprise, that was donated by an awesome preschool family!  It was fun to see the 
happiness on the children’s faces when they saw the balloons for the first time!   The 
children are engaging in a lot of fun activities.  Painting, messy shaving cream and water 
coloring are some of the students’ favorite things to do. Our wonderful teachers continue 
to create a fun and educational environment for their students.   We have the best pre-
school teachers and staff! 
 
 

Due to Covid, unfortunately we are unable to have events in the near future with our preschool families.   We 
plan to make the best of what we can do and continue to celebrate in other creative ways.  Grandparents Day 
will be celebrated with homemade letters and cards!  It will be a blessing to watch the students create some-
thing special for their grandparents and know that it will bring a lot of joy into their grandparents’ worlds when 
they are received. 
     
I have received a lot of phone calls about donations to the preschool.  We always welcome donations.  A short 
list of ideas are: tissues, Clorox Wipes, Lysol Spray, Playdoh, crayons, and any arts and crafts supplies that are 
age-appropriate.  Any toy donation must be brand new and in its package.  Thank you for all your donations.  
Our students and staff appreciate everything.   
 
If you know any family that has a child between the ages of 2yrs. – 6 yrs. old……. please have them call the 
preschool at 661-282-5252.  I would be happy to answer any questions they may have about Trinity Preschool 
and our amazing preschool programs.   We are excited for the new school year and looking forward to what the 
new school year brings.    
 
Please continue to pray for our preschool students, families, and teachers.  Please continue to be safe and fol-
low all the recommended guidelines to help prevent the spread of Covid-19.   

We are all in this together and we will be back to normal soon!  
 
 



 

 

 

ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF SAN JOAQUIN 

DIOCESAN ONLINE DAILY OFFICE 
evening prayer 6:30P 

Keep the Daily Office of Evening Prayer online with your  
Diocesan family.  Services will be lay officiated on Zoom and include music 

and a brief reflection by Diocesan clergy based on appointed texts.   

Email karl@trinitybakersfield.com for Zoom information 

PAUL 
Part TWO: the TEACHER 

An exploration of 

the core teachings of 

the Christian faith 

A SERMON-BASED SMALL GROUP STUDY 

COMING OCTOBER 2020 
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UNFETTERED  

JOY 
3 lessons from Philippians 4 

Live Zoom Bible Study on Thursdays September 10, 17, 24  11:00-11:30 am 
Also available on the Church Facebook and YouTube pages 

Email karl@trinitybakersfield.com to receive Zoom information 



 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance on the Patio 
 
August 2nd  25 August 16th   24 
August 9th  16 August 23rd  15 
 

Financial 
 

July 2020                  Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income    $51,925           $323,050 
Operating Expense                 $49,236 $331,553 
Building Debt Payment   $12,719     $89,033 
 
Ages to Ages II (7/31/20) 
 

Total Pledged: $1,832,926        
Total Collected: $1,439,424 
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8am Patio Service & 10am Livestream 
 

 

Under current guidelines, we are able to gather outside for in-person services.  That service is of-
fered at 8am on the patio.  Seating is limited in order to maintain safe social distancing, and face-
masks are encouraged.  Reservations will open for each Sunday service on the preceding Monday, 
and can be made through the church website or through the office.  Only one week will be open at a 
time so that we can respond to any ongoing changes in public health policies.  Notification will be 
given when regathering is confirmed and reservations are available. If you feel sick, have been ex-

posed to COVID 19, or are part of a vulnerable population, we ask that you stay 
home and enjoy the service online.   
 

We will continue to livestream the 10 am service.  If you have an electronic de-
vice with an internet connection (tablet, smartphone, computer, etc.), you can 
watch our online services at 10am on Sundays.  You can go to our website to 
click through to our YouTube livestream, or those with FaceBook can watch on 

our FaceBook page.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live  

 By the Grace of God 
The Right Reverend Eric Vawter Menees 

Fifth Bishop of San Joauqin 
Will Ordain 

 

Steven Douglas Braun 
 

To the Sacred Order of Priests 
in Christ’s One Holy, Catholic and Apostolic Church on 

 

Sunday, September 6, 2020 
at ten o’clock in the Morning 

via Livestream 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live


 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
 

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 
Edwin Camp  Junior Warden 
Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Will Adams 

Angelo Haddad 

Lynne Hall 

Merry McCalley 

Chris Miller 

Lori Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Rick Radon 

Chris Thomas 

 

FINANCIAL GIVING 
 

For those who are able, please continue your financial support of the church 
during this time as we still have operating costs.   
 

The best way to give is by mailing your donation to the church or using your bank for automatic 
check payments.  We are still receiving mail and making deposits.  This method of payment allows 
the church to receive the full amount of the donation without any fees.   
 

For those who are unable to give in this way or who are more comfortable with online giving,  
donations can also be made through our website:  https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online  
 

Thank you so much for your continued love and support for Trinity. 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 Moses Moore 
 
 Mary Wakefield 
 
 Sarah Thomas 
 
 Liz Brown 
 
 Finn McEnulty 
 Lori Pflugh 
 
 Matthew Chaffee 
 Lynn Deats 
 Richard Giles 
 Marie Ramsland 

 Judy Schreiber 
 
 Donna Chaffee 
 Laurie Landucci 
 
 Norma Jackson 
 
 Al Cartmell 
 
 Elle Adams 
 Marshall Lewis  
 
 Pam Knight 
 
 Greg Smith 

 Maddalena Lewis 
 
 Sarah Webber 
 
 Katie Lewis 
 
 Lucien Carroll 
 
 Steve McCalley 
 
 Sandy Kesler 
 Becky Napier 
 Sharon Giboney 
 
 Joyce Quilling 

 

https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online

