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Growing as Disciples of  Jesus Christ through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach 

                         THE JOURNEY OF GRIEF 
 

This has been a season of deep loss for many within our church family.  I was speaking 
with a parishioner just the other day who had lost five people in the past week.  Unfortu-
nately, that isn’t an uncommon story right now.  We have been experiencing high levels of 
painful loss and are surrounded by great grief.  So how can we faithfully walk through 
grief, either our own or alongside another in theirs? 
 
First, we must acknowledge that grief is a personal journey.  No two people are exact-
ly alike, so no two people will grieve in exactly the same way.  Most counsellors advise 
that as long as your personal journey is not taking you to an extreme, it is likely healthy 
grief.  We need to accept the journey of grief for what it is, whether it is ours, or someone 
else’s.  We cannot script it and we cannot expect it to follow any set rules.  It is a journey. 
 
Second, hold on to God.  Sometimes it can be difficult to hold on to God in grief, especially when we either question 
His goodness or can’t feel His peace and presence.  This is where we need to remind ourselves of the truth made 
known to us in Scripture.  The scene of the raising of Lazarus from John’s gospel is instructive (John 11). 
 
The scene starts with Jesus not getting to Lazarus in time to save him from dying.  It caused Lazarus’ sisters, Mary 
and Martha, to question Jesus’ goodness and power.  Why didn’t He hurry?  That is one of the questions of grief.  
Why?  God, why didn’t you (fill in the blank)?  It is a normal response.  And Jesus isn’t upset by it at all.  Instead, we 
find Him doing three things that speak to the process of grieving.   
 

• First, He weeps.  Jesus is sad, He grieves.  Grief is not a lack of faith, it is the sorrow that comes with loss.  
And Jesus knows what grief feels like.   

• Second, He is angry.  The words translated “deeply moved” describe an angry beast ready to charge.  Anger is 
actually a common part of grief.  We get mad at the situation, or the one who died, or even at ourselves.  We 
get angry because someone we love and need is no longer with us and it hurts.  Jesus was angry, and in particu-
lar, He appears to be angry at death itself.   

• Third, Jesus invites belief.  Martha was clinging to her faith in Jesus, telling Him, “If you had been here, my 
brother would not have died. But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.”  That 
is such a telling response.  She is, in effect, saying to Jesus, “I don’t understand why you didn’t come, but I 
know that you can do anything you choose to do.”  Jesus responded to her, “I am the resurrection and the life…
do you believe this?”  He invited her to hold on to Him even in her inability to understand. 

 
In the midst of grief, we will experience a full range of emotions, and we will often ask the question “why?”  as we 
grope to understand what we are going through.  We may never understand on this side of eternity, but we hold on to 
God, knowing that He is loving, good, and faithful even when we cannot comprehend what is going on. 
 
Third, we are never alone.  Even though we often look for answers to make sense of our loss, ultimately, we know 
that they will never take away the grief.  What we need most, really, is to know that we are not alone.  Jesus promises 

to be with us always (Matthew 28:20) and we can lean on Him as we walk through this journey.  And His followers 
are also meant to join us in the journey.  One of the greatest gifts of love we can give on another is simply coming 
alongside another in a time of need.                                                                                
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The Rev. Karl E. Dietze 

Yours in Christ, 

           TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 

Our students are so excited to be back in school.  The weather is starting 
to cool down, so the students get to enjoy outside play with their friends.  
Riding bikes and tractors, and having outside races make for great play 
time.   
 
Look at one of our precious students giving me a 
thumbs up!  (Picture taken before the change in state 
covid policies.)  

 
 

This last month our preschool students were learning 
their letters, numbers, and shapes. They also learned about the love of Jesus.  
Our Pre – K students are beginning to write their names and learn how to 
read!  Trinity Preschool offers an amazing educational program, which gets 
our students ready for the next grade level.  Great job Trinity teachers!  We 
are so blessed with the best staff!  
 

The school is not planning any special events, due to the on-going pandemic of Covid 19.  We are plan-
ning on making the best of the up-coming Holidays.  For Halloween, the teachers plan on creating spe-
cial baskets for each child enrolled.  If you would like to be a part of this by donating pre-packaged, 
sealed individual candy, stickers, fun pencils, small party toys, mini pumpkins, or gift cards to purchase 
items needed, please call the preschool office to schedule a donation drop off @661-282-5252.  We 
thank you in advance!  If you have a  pumpkin donation, please bring it on or after October 27th.   
 
Please continue to pray for our precious preschool and our students.  It is a blessing to continue to teach 
these children, to help them grow and provide extra love into their world.  We will continue to pray for 
our Trinity Church Family!   
 
Much Love,   
Jennifer Coburn – Director     

THE JOURNEY OF GRIEF, continued 
 
We don’t need to have perfect words, but just be willing to be present and to help in a time of need.  And not 
just in the time of immediate loss, but as the journey continues.  [One great way to do that, incidentally, is 
through a ministry called GriefShare, which ministers to those who have experienced loss.  We will be launch-
ing GriefShare in January.]   
 
Fourth and finally, there will be healing.  We don’t know when or how it will come, but we know that God 
will, in His perfect time, heal our wounds and bring joy (Psalms 147:3, 30:5).  That doesn’t mean that we won’t 
remember the loss, and it certainly is not dishonoring to the one we lost.  We will always remember, and we 
will often find that the strangest things make us remember, but with time, the pain becomes less raw and the 
memories will bring a sense of comfort.   
 
In this time of grief for so many, may we cling to our Good Shepherd and may we come alongside one another 
in the journey of grief. 



 

 

LADIES BROWN BAG  
LUNCH SOCIAL 

 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for Tues-
day, October 26th for our Ladies Brown Bag 
Lunch. It will be on the 4th Tuesday of each 
month, at 11:30 a.m., in our Fellowship Hall.  
All women of our church are invited and en-
couraged to bring a guest.  It’s free - just bring 
your lunch! 
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BLESSING OF THE ANIMALS 
 

Sunday, October 3rd, at 5 p.m. 
on the lawn 

 
All are invited to bring your pets to be blessed.   

 
We are honoring St. Francis of Assisi with this special ser-
vice.  Ask your friends to bring their pets and join us! 

 

Get Your Tickets Today!! 

MEN’S BBQ 
 

Thu. Oct 14 5:30 pm 

$10 tickets 
Camp Family Tractor Museum 

For more information, contact Garrett 

Ming gming78@gmail.com 



 

 

In The Parish Family 
 

In sympathy to … 
 

The McCalley Family on the recent death of Steve’s mother, Ann. 
The Thomas Family of the recent death of Chris’s mother, Vicki. 
The Adams Family on the death of Larry Adams, on September 16th.  
The Fotis-Smith Family on the death of Hugh Smith, on September 20th.  

Thank you to… 
All the generous donors who helped the Daughters of the Holy Cross raise $1220 with which 
to bless clients at the Bakersfield Pregnancy Center Baby Shower!   

NURSERY CARE AND SUNDAY SCHOOL  

AT 10AM SUNDAY SERVICE 
 

Nursery Care for 0-3 year olds and Sunday School (PreK-5th) 

have resumed at the 10am service on Sundays.  The Nursery 

will be cleaned before and after use and the staff will be 

masked and follow safety protocols.   

                CANDY NEEDED 
 

The Preschool teachers and the church staff treat our preschool chil-
dren to candy each Halloween.  If you would like to donate bags of 
candy, please bring them to the church office beginning the first week 
of October. We think it’s more fun for the adults than the children!  
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CONFIRMATION COURSE  
 

Confirmation is based upon the ancient and biblical practice 
of the laying on of hands by those who have already been 
baptized (2 Timothy 1:6-7; Acts 8:14- 17; 19:6). In confirma-
tion, prayers are offered by the Bishop for candidates for dai-
ly increase in the Holy Spirit, that God will continually 
strengthen believers for life in the service of Christ, living as 
ambassadors of his kingdom. We are preparing to launch this 
year's confirmation class in preparation for Bishop Eric's visit 

on November 14. This course is perfect for those who are new to Trinity and want 
to get more deeply involved and for young persons ready to declare their baptis-
mal faith for themselves. Classes will be held in five sessions on Sunday morn-
ings starting October 3 (Oct. 3, 10, 17, 24, 31) in between the services (9:10-
9:50am). For more information or to register, call the Church Office 665-7713.  



 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Livestream at 10 a.m. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
Garrett Ming  Senior Warden 

Edwin Camp   Junior Warden 

Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Will Adams 

Debbie Gibson 

Angelo Haddad 

John Karnes 

Merry McCalley 

Chris Miller 

Lori Miller 

Rick Radon 

Linda Schuler 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Financial 
 

August 2021                  Month           Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income   $48,609 $335,464 
Operating Expense                 $38,413 $340,469 
Building Debt Payment   $12,719 $101,752 
 
Ages to Ages II (collected in August): $7,942 

 MT Merickel 
 
 Bitsy Ming 
 
 Lynda Oyeka 
 
 Courtney Dunbar 
 
 Emery Gatza  

OCTOBER  BIRTHDAYS 

   Jenine Snoddy 
 
 Carol White 
 
 Jennifer Coburn 
 
 Elizabeth Bomar 
 Sue Wagner 
 
 Monica Ayuso 
 
 George Granger 

    Ashley McNulty 
 
    Doug Chesney 
 Jefferie Ray 
 
   Vince Layne 
 Steve Napier 
 Ben Smith 
 
   Xane Lingo 
 
   Malina Steward 
 
 
 
 
 

REMINDER! 
 

Halloween is on Sunday,  
October 31st. 

 

We ask that everyone be  
careful and watch out for all 

the little ones who are 
Trick or Treating. 


