
 

 

 

                    LIVING THE TRUTH 
                    Paul Part 2: The Teacher 

 

This past Epiphany season, we began a two part series on Paul.  In that first part, we ex-
plored Paul, the Apostle, and got to know Paul as more than just a theological system, but 
as the person God chose and changed from a destroyer of the Church to the Apostle to the 
Gentiles.   
 
With a deeper understanding of the person, we explore Paul Part 2: the Teacher.  Beginning the week of Octo-
ber 11, we will spend six weeks in our  latest Sermon-based Small Group Series exploring some of the basic 
teachings of the Christian faith put forth by Paul.  Specifically, we will explore: 
 

The Human Condition  The Law 
The Person of Jesus   The Holy Spirit and God’s People 
Salvation    The Continued Christian Life 

 
So why study the basic teachings of the Christian faith? 
 
To add to or confirm what we already know?  To correct where our theology may be askew? 
 
Those are certainly two good reasons to study the basic truths of the Christian faith.  But for Paul, one of the pri-
mary reasons to study theology is to live it out in everyday life.   
 
The study of God is not meant to be left in the realm of philosophical speculation or dry doctrinal facts.  While 
the Greek thinker was content to leave truth in the mind, Paul, as a Jewish teacher, insisted that theological truth 
is lived out.  Truth matters because we aren’t free to believe whatever we want, but also because it shapes the 
way we live out the implications of that truth.  Theology and ethics always go hand in hand for Paul.  
 
Sermons will introduce six topics in Paul’s teaching, and Small Groups will unpack and further explore the topic 
of the sermon.  The study can be engaged by individuals, but it is designed for learning in fellowship through 
Small Groups.  Groups are meeting primarily through Zoom during this challenging season.  While online gath-
ering isn’t a perfect substitute for physical gathering, it has still proven to be a helpful tool for learning and fel-
lowship.  If you are not in a group, we would encourage you to consider joining with fellow disciples and learn-
ing together.  You can join a group by contacting the Church or through our website 
www.trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/join-a-small-group.   
 
As we study these six basic teachings of the Christian faith through the writings of Paul, it is my prayer that we 
not only learn the truth, but live it.  These theological topics should inform our sense of identity, purpose, mean-
ing, and conduct.  May this study not only sharpen our knowledge, but shape our lives as we become more like 
the One who met Paul on the road to Damascus and forever changed his entire way of life, transforming him 
from persecutor to proclaimer, and promising to transform our lives our lives as well as we follow Him. 
 
                              Yours in Christ, 
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YOUTH GROUP 
 

 

We were so excited to get things started for the year last month and to begin our fall series on “The             
Chosen.”  This month we will continue to offer activities online and socially distanced at outdoor events, 
weather permitting.  Communications for upcoming events will be shared via email, Facebook, 
WhatsApp      & Discord.  If you would like to be connected to these electronic platforms, please email                         
steve@trinitybakersfield.com and I’ll be happy to add you for future communications and updates in 
these   rapidly changing times. 

             ~Steve 

                                          Faithful Then, Faithful Now 
 
Last month, I had the opportunity to share a message of God’s faithfulness with the 
Youth at our kickoff event.  That is our theme for the year but I think it is one that we all 
need to hear in these times.  I know that I have been challenged by the turmoil of the last 
seven months and it is hard to remember where God is in the midst of everything.  In Pil-
grim's Progress, one of the phrases that is repeated throughout is that “Our only fear for 
the future is that we will forget how God has led us in the past.”  Remembering God’s 
faithfulness is how God’s people have continued to walk by faith at each new day.   
 
The prophet Jeremiah had been watching his country fall apart.  After warning them for years in vain, being 
arrested, tortured and fearing for his life, he found himself amidst the ruins of the city of cities.  Jerusalem, the 
place of God’s holy dwelling, was in ruins and the temple burned to the ground.  He found himself feeling 
alone as he wandered the empty streets of the war-torn city.  He knew this was the inevitable outcome of his 
people’s disobedience but to see it was another thing.  It was in the midst of this that God gave him the words 
for the book of Lamentations.   
 
The book is a lament, a cry of great sorrow and grief, asking “where are you Lord in the midst of this desola-
tion?”  But in the middle of one of Jeremiah’s greatest refrains of deep sorrow he says, “The steadfast love of 
the Lord never ceases; his mercies never come to an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithful-
ness. “The Lord is my portion,” says my soul, “therefore I will hope in him.”   The chesed love, the steadfast 
love, or as the Jesus Storybook Bible says, the never-stopping-never-giving-up-always-and-forever love of the 
Lord, never ceases.  His mercies are new every morning and great is His faithfulness, and I will ever put my 
hope in Him alone.  What Jeremiah couldn’t possibly see with His eyes, amidst such worldly destruction and 
hopelessness, he saw with the eyes of faith.  God’s never ending love.  This story was not done and this would 
not be the last word.   
 
Jeremiah was able to trust God’s faithfulness and give thanks for what He is doing right then and there, when 
everything was still a mess.  It’s easy for us to look back and trust God’s leading, being able to see how His 
hand has moved in our lives.  It's much harder to trust His leading when we can’t see what lies ahead, especial-
ly in tough seasons.  We find ourselves, our country, our world in one of these tough seasons, all of what we 
do as a part of the body of Christ is not left untouched by the effects.  As of this month, my family has been 
here just as long under quarantine as not.  I can’t see or say what the coming days will bring but I know that we 
can trust God and hope in Him.  God was faithful to return His people from Exile.  God was faithful to send 
Jesus, the promised Messiah, at just the right time.  And we know that He will come again to take us to be with 
Him at just the right time.  He was faithful then and He’ll be faithful now.  
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In The Parish Family 
In sympathy to… 
 

 Vivian Wegis-Stone on the death of her husband, Doug, who died on August 22nd. 
 

 Denise Irvin on the death of her son-in-law, David Baugh. 
 

 The Wilcox and Quinn Families on the death of Fr. John Wilcox, who died on August 30th. 
 

Congratulations to… 
 

 Those who were Confirmed in September:  Philip Jones, Ainsley & Shelby Nommensen, and Joshua 
 Wagner. 
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              TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 
 
 
Trinity Preschool students are excited to be back in school.  The weather is starting 
to cool down, so the students get to enjoy outside play with their friends.  Riding 
bikes and tractors and having outside races make for great play time. 
 
 
This last month our students have been learning their letters, 

numbers, and shapes.  They are also learning about the love of Jesus.  They are begin-
ning to write their names and are learning how to read!  Our preschool offers an amaz-
ing educational program to get our students ready for the next grade level.  Great job 
Trinity teachers!  
 
 
 We are not planning any special events due to Covid 19, but 
 we plan on making the best of the Holidays.  The teachers will 
 be creating special Halloween baskets for each child.  If you 
 would like to be a part of this, we are asking for donations of 
 pre-packaged/sealed individual candy, stickers, fun pencils, 
 small party toys, mini pumpkins, or gift cards to purchase the 
 items needed.  Please call the preschool office (282-5252) to 
 schedule a donation drop off. 
 
 
 
                          Look who turned 2 and enrolled into Trinity Preschool!   

                                                                                      A big welcome to Finn!    
                           
                           We are so excited to be a part of his and his brother Rhys’ preschool years!    
 
 
 
 
Please continue to pray for our precious preschool and our students.  It is a blessing to continue to teach these 
children, to help them grow and to provide extra love into their world.  We will continue to pray for our Trinity 
Church Family!   
 
 
Much Love, 
Jennifer Coburn – Director  



 

 

PAUL 
Part TWO: the TEACHER 

An exploration of 

the core teachings of 

the Christian faith 

A SERMON-BASED SMALL GROUP STUDY 

BEGINS WEEK OF OCTOBER 11 
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ARE YOU IN A SMALL GROUP? 
 
We believe that followers of Jesus grow best in fellowship and 
community with other disciples where we can help one another 
grow and can discern how God is working in one another’s 
lives (Eph. 4:16).  That’s why Small Groups are at the heart of 
how we grow here at Trinity!  Each year we engage in three 
sermon-based small group series (Epiphany/Winter, Easter/
Spring, and Late Pentecost/Fall).   
 

Our next series is for the Late Pentecost Season and will last for six weeks.  It will begin the week of October 
11 and run through the week of November 15.   
 
What kind of time commitment do I make to a group? 
 

We are mindful that we live in a busy culture and that certain times of year, like the holiday season, are partic-
ularly busy.  Small groups meet for three series each year, varying in length from five to eight weeks, depend-
ing on the calendar.   
 
What if I join a group that doesn’t “fit” with me? 
 

Because we are convinced that we grow best in fellowship with one another, it is important to find a group that 
“fits.”  It isn’t a matter of good or bad groups, but of finding the right group for you.  We want people to feel 
free to try different groups until they find the group that works for them.  We ask people to commit to their 
group for the length of the series.  At the end of the series, people are free to continue with that group, try an-
other group, or take a break until a later series. 
 
How do I join a group? 
 

That’s the easiest part!  You can fill out the small group registration form on our website (http://
trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/join-a-small-group), email our Small Group Coordinator, Debbie 
Gibson, directly at emsbubby@earthlink.net, or call the church office (665-7713). 

Small Groups 

Growing together through  

fellowship and learning 



 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance on the Patio 
 
September 6th  41 September 20th 18 
September 13th  20 September 27th 25 
 

Financial 
 

August 2020                  Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income    $39,212         $318,480 
Operating Expense                 $40,749         $354,516 
Building Debt Payment   $12,719         $101,752 
 
Ages to Ages II  
 

Total Pledged: $1,832,926        
Total Collected: $1,451,521 
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8am Patio Service & 10am Livestream 
 

 

Under current guidelines, we are able to gather outside for in-person services.  That service is 
offered at 8am on the patio.  Seating is limited in order to maintain safe social distancing, and 
facemasks are encouraged.  Reservations will open for each Sunday service on the preceding Mon-
day, and can be made through the church website or through the office.  Only one week will be open 
at a time so that we can respond to any ongoing changes in public health policies.  Notification will 
be given when regathering is confirmed and reservations are available. If you feel sick, have been 
exposed to COVID 19, or are part of a vulnerable population, we ask that you stay home and enjoy 
the service online.   

 

We will continue to livestream the 10 am service.  If you have an electronic de-
vice with an internet connection (tablet, smartphone, computer, etc.), you can 
watch our online services at 10am on Sundays.  You can go to our website to 
click through to our YouTube livestream, or those with FaceBook can watch on 
our FaceBook page.   

 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live  

 

ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF SAN JOAQUIN 

DIOCESAN ONLINE DAILY OFFICE 
evening prayer 6:30P 

Keep the Daily Office of Evening Prayer online with your  
Diocesan family.  Services will be lay officiated on Zoom and include music 

and a brief reflection by Diocesan clergy based on appointed texts.   

Email karl@trinitybakersfield.com for Zoom information 

Fr. Steve’s Ordination Service 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you for your support and generosity that you 
have shown to me and my family as I begin my ser-
vice at Trinity as a priest.  All of us were long await-
ing this day to come and I am thankful that it finally 
did!  I look forward with tremendous joy to the day 
that we are able to celebrate face to face.   ~  
Fr. Steve 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live


 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion  

on the Patio  
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 

Live Streaming 
 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
 

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 
Edwin Camp  Junior Warden 
Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Will Adams 

Angelo Haddad 

Lynne Hall 

Merry McCalley 

Chris Miller 

Lori Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Rick Radon 

Chris Thomas 

 

FINANCIAL GIVING 
 

For those who are able, please continue your financial support of the church 
during this time as we still have operating costs.   
 

The best way to give is by mailing your donation to the church or using 
your bank for automatic check payments.  We are still receiving mail and making deposits. This 
method of payment allows the church to receive the full amount of the donation without any fees.   
 

For those who are unable to give in this way or who are more comfortable with online giving,  
donations can also be made through our website:  https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online  
 

Thank you so much for your continued love and support for Trinity. 

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 

 Doug Chesney 
 Jefferie Ray 
 
 Vincent Layne 
 Steve Napier 
 Presley Schofield 
 Benjamin Smith 
 
 Larry Adams 
 Jerry Hoos 
 Xane Lingo 
 
 Malina Steward 
 

 Jenine Snoddy 
 
 Carol White 
 
 Jennifer Coburn 
 
  Elizabeth Bomar 
 Sue Wagner   
 
 Monica Ayuso 
 
 George Granger 
 Josie Schreiber 
 

 Fr. Steve Braun 
 
 MT Merickel 
 
 Heather Bergman 
 Bitsy Ming 
 
 Grant Gauthier-Parker 
 Lynda Oyeka 
 
 Courtney Dunbar 
 
 Emery Gatza 

 

https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online

