
 

 

 

 

                 A NOVEMBER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
The older I get, the more I love the lost holiday of Thanksgiving.  The more I 
walk with the Lord, the more I have come to understand the powerful impact of 
gratitude. It isn’t just my opinion, though – psychological studies have confirmed 
the power of giving thanks.  Here are just a few: 
 

Gratitude builds relationships that bring joy and fulfillment in our lives.  
When we are kind, considerate, and complimentary of others, they are more 
likely to want to invest in a relationship with us.  Saying thank you, sending a 
note, or pointing out something we appreciate in someone else blesses them 
and helps the relationship grow.  Not only does that win us more friends, but 
it opens the door for evangelism!   
 
Giving thanks increases our awareness of God’s presence.  When we spend time considering things 
we can be thankful for, even the challenges of things that stretch us in faith, we remind ourselves that 
God is indeed with us and at work in our lives.  The more we remind ourselves that God is at work, the 
more we can live in the awareness that He is always with us and at work in our lives.   
 
Being thankful helps us feel better physically and emotionally. Studies have shown that people who 
are grateful report experiencing less physical pain and generally feel better than those who aren’t grate-
ful.  Not only that, studies also show that people with a grateful attitude sleep better!  Studies have also 
reveal that being thankful reduces the experience of emotions that are not helpful to us, from anger and 
resentment to regret and frustration.  Being thankful keeps us focused not on what is wrong, but on what 
is right in us, others, and the world around us, leading to greater kindness and less “getting even” with 
others. 
 
Thankfulness fosters better self-esteem and resilience.  Gratitude keeps us from viewing others as 
competition (which usually hurts our self-esteem) and sees them as a reason for being thankful.  We 
don’t focus on what others have that we want, but instead give thanks for how their abilities and contri-
butions enrich our lives.  It also allows us to be more resilient when things don’t go our way or when we 
endure catastrophic events.  We find that even in the darkest moments, there are still blessings present 
for which we can be thankful.  That, in turn, gives hope and peace in the midst of storms, and it allows us 
to weather storms without being crushed.   

 
I want to invite you to a month of Thanksgiving.  Spend at least five minutes each day this month being 
thankful.  Be thankful for big things (like salvation in Christ and family) and little things (the quiet of a Fall 
morning or the aroma of that first cup of coffee).  Be intentional about it.  Keep a journal and look it over.  
Send some thank you notes or make some calls to bless people you know.  Be on the look-out for ways to 
thank a stranger.  Some days it will be easy, other days it will be harder, but if you engage it as a discipline, 
you will be amazed at the difference it can make in your life.   
                                  
            Yours in Christ, 
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    All Saints - Living as the Family of God 
 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places,  even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for adoption to 
himself as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will,  to the praise of his glori-
ous grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.  ~ Ephesians 1:3-6 
 

On November 3rd, we will celebrate the feast of All Saints, remembering God’s faithful peo-
ple who have gone before us.  We will gather together as the family Trinity Anglican Church 
to celebrate those particularly whom we have given over to the Lord in death this past 
year.  On that day, we are reminded that the meal at the Eucharist extends beyond the four 
walls of the church. It extends on into eternity as we share in the marriage supper of the 
Lamb with all of the saints. 

 

What is a Saint? 

 

Sometimes, the word “saint” can feel very foreign to us, but as we see in Saint Paul’s 
letter to the church in Ephesus, this was just as familiar to Paul as calling someone, 
“brother” or “sister” in Christ: 
 

To the saints who are in Ephesus, and are faithful in Christ Jesus: Grace to you and peace from 
God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. ~ Ephesians 1:1b, 2 
 

A saint is someone who has been set apart to the Lord, someone who has been made 
holy by God.  And as Saint Paul makes clear in this letter, all who have been washed 

clean by the blood of Jesus, are saints to God.  It is to these followers of Christ that Paul wishes to send the reminder 
that they have been chosen (made saints) by God  “for adoption to himself through Jesus Christ (v 5).” 
 

A New Family 

 

This is the good news!  By Jesus’ death on the cross, we have been reconciled to God!  And what does this reconcilia-
tion look like? It looks like being called as sons and daughters of God.  We have been adopted into the family of 
God!   
 

While we are far from a perfect community, Saint Paul encourages us to live in light of our adoption into the family of 
God.  He tells the Ephesians, “to put off your old self . . . and to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God 
in true righteousness and holiness (Eph. 4:22, 24).”  And this he says looks like showing love to one another. A love that 
is familial, shaped by Christ’s love for us, that we may live as the saints we are.  Living as the family of God. 
 
                                 Blessings, 
                  

 

Y O U T H  G R O U P 
 

It's been a great beginning of the year with our Deanery's Youth Group. We have been following the Youth 
Alpha series in October, and it has been wonderful to dive into some deep truths about Jesus, his life, his 
death, and his resurrection. In November, we are taking a short break from the Alpha series and we'll be 
focusing on how we can be of service. During this month of Thanksgiving, we're encouraging our youth to 
be mindful of our many blessings, and how we can give back, as Jesus has demonstrated and commanded us 
to do-- all while we continue to have fun with games and fellowship! We encourage all middle and high 
school students to come join us!   
 
Thank you for your continued prayers and support.  
Cody Ganger  
 
November 3, 5:30: Youth Group          November 24: No Youth Group--Thanksgiving Break  
November 10: No Youth Group--Veteran's Day        November 30: FLOOD Service Day 
November 17, 5:30: Youth Group  

 



 

 

 

                            TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 
Trinity preschoolers are enjoying this wonderful weather in our new beautiful playground.  It is 
great to watch them run around and to hear their screams of laughter!   We are blessed! 
 
The Fall Family Craft Fair was a complete Success.  It was great to see 
our preschool and church families come together and enjoy a wonderful 
event!   

 

The children loved Deacon Ron’s balloon animals!  Thank you, Deacon Ron and to all who 
could join the fun!  They also loved the giant pumpkin I walked around with for them to pick a 
special treat!  
 
Trinity Preschool participated in “The Great Shake Out” on October 17th.  At 10:17am, our teachers, staff, and pre-
schoolers did a earthquake drill.  Millions participated!  The children went home to tell their families what to do in 
case of a earthquake!  DROP! COVER! & HOLD ON!   

 
Halloween is approaching and we will be trick or treating in the church offices! Thank you for 
all the donations of candy and treats!  The preschoolers will also be Trick or Treating at the 
ADAKC (Alzheimer’s Disease Association of Kern County).  They will be having fun dressed 
up in their costumes, and trick or treating with their senior friends.  
 
In November, we will be celebrating Thanksgiving with our annual Thanksgiving Feast!  We fill 
the preschool hallway with yummy food and enjoy a tasty meal together which will be blessed 
by Fr. Karl.   
 
In December, Trinity Preschool will have our Christmas Program.  It will be on December 18th 
at 12:30 pm, in Fellowship Hall.  We would love for everyone to please join us!   You may even 
see Santa and Mrs. Claus!  
 
As the New Year quickly approaches, please continue to pray for our Trinity teachers and staff.  

They are excitedly preparing for all the upcoming events and daily planning.  We truly have the best staff in Bakers-
field, and I appreciate all they do for our preschool.   
  
Trinity Director- Ms. Jennifer  
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Who are the Daughters of the Holy Cross? 
 

“We are women who have committed our lives to the work and service of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We pray daily for 
our Church its clergy, the Order and others in need.” (Pg. 2 DHC Handbook) 
 
“Members of the Order of the Daughters of the Holy Cross are called into the Order by the Lord Jesus, whose cross 
they wear.  They do not decide themselves that they will become members of the Order.  Candidates undergo a 
minimum of three months in study and discernment to test and confirm the call.”  (Pg. 4 DHC Handbook) 
 
Regular meetings are held after church on the third Sunday of the month.  Discernment classes will begin in Janu-
ary 2020; the time and place to be determined as best fits those who attend.   
 
Please take this fall to question your “call” to prayer for our church, service, study, and evangelism.  Feel free to 
call me, Suzanne Wagner, Father Karl or any Daughter wearing the cross of the Order.       
                                                           
Blessings,  
 
Marguerite Biklian,  
   DHC President 



 

 

In The Parish Family 
 

 

Congratulations to... 
 

...to Larry & Stana Bright on the birth of their new grandson!  Brady Daniel was born on October 12th, 
weighing in at 7 Lbs. 11 oz.  All are very happy and healthy. 
 

Thank you to... 

 

...everyone who donated all the sweet treats for our Bake Event.  Everything was delicious and we sold out!  It 
was a wonderful way to get together. 

 

...all those who donated Halloween candy for our preschool to Trick or Treat in the church office. 
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DON’T FORGET TO 
CHANGE 

YOUR CLOCKS!!! 
 

 

Set your clocks back 1 hour 
when you go to bed on  Saturday, November 2nd.  
That way you’re sure to be at church on time! 

  

You should have received 
your stewardship letter and 
a commitment card recent-
ly.  Before filling out your 
card, please prayerfully 
consider how your finan-
cial stewardship can reflect 
your relationship with Je-
sus and further His work in 
and through Trinity.   

 

Our Stewardship Ingathering will be on Sunday, 
November 10th.  You may br ing your  com-
mitment card to church and all the cards will be 
blessed. If you have not received a letter, please 
call the church office and Tara will get a card 
and letter to you.  If you have any questions, 
please feel free to talk with Fr. Karl or our Treas-
urer, Ed Taylor. 

THANKSGIVING  
EVE  

WORSHIP  
SERVICE 

 

Our Thanksgiving  
Service  

will be on Wednesday, November 27th, at 7 p.m.   
 

This will be a full service with choir. 

                      JASON’S CHRISTMAS TREE 
 

Sunday, November 17th, will once again be Trinity’s kickoff date for “Jason’s Christ-
mas Tree” project. Last year we ingathered over 200 Christmas gifts, ensuring that 
children of the clients of Bakersfield Recovery Services (Jason’s Retreat, Capistrano 
House and Lincoln Street “Mommies Home”) would have at least 2 wrapped gifts 
under their Christmas tree. How encouraging it must be for the mothers and fathers in 
residential recovery to know that their children will not be forgotten this Christmas.  

The love of Christ and the true meaning of Christmas will once again be greatly manifested by the love and gener-
osity of our congregation. 

 
 

Names will be available on November 17th at both services.  Please bring your wrapped gifts to 
church beginning Sunday, November 24th, or to the Church office no later than Monday, Decem-
ber 9th.  Remember to keep the tags on your gift, so it can be identified by us.  Once again, our 
heartfelt thanks and blessings to you all for your generous love and support in our work. 
 
                  Your brothers in Christ,   Deacons John  & Ron 



 

 

MOVING DAY 
On Monday, November 11, we will be 
moving out of the office trailer and into 
the new Administration Building!  If you 
have time to help, we will begin moving 
at 8:00 a.m.  If you have a hand cart or 
dolly, bring it along to help. 

Messiah 
An Advent Sermon and Music Experience 

 

Don’t miss Sundays in Advent (Dec. 1, 8, 
15, 22) as we hear four excerpts from Han-
del’s Messiah performed by our own gifted 
vocalists along with sermons unpacking 
the meaning of the texts upon which they 
are drawn.   
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Total Pledged: $1,832,926 
Total Collected: $1,245,297 (9/30/19)  
 
Final fixes (punch list) and cleaning are underway and 
we will be moving into the building on November 11.  
The office trailer is scheduled to be removed on No-
vember 15.  We have much to celebrate in the faithful 
provision of our Lord and His people! 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
     
Oct. 6th 174   Oct. 20th  190 
Oct. 13th 172   Oct. 27th 187 

Financial 
 

 September 2019                  Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income                $39,052           $457,115  
Operating Expense               $47,224           $378,003 
Building Debt Payment        $12,719           $114,471     
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CHRISTMAS TEA 

Saturday, December 14th at 2 p.m. 
 

All the women of Trinity and guests are invited to our  
Annual Christmas Tea . 

   
 

The cost is $10 per person and the tickets will be sold after church on 
Sundays or in the church office during the week.  All tickets must be 
purchased before December 8th.  We are not able to sell tickets after 
that date, and no tickets will be sold at the door.  This is a lovely event 
to start off our Christmas Season! 

 

If you have any questions, please call Stana Bright at 834-7586. 

 
 

CHRISTMAS  
DECORATION  
DONATIONS 

 

 
 
To help with the rising cost of poinsettias and greenery, 
our Altar Guild is asking for donations for the Christ-
mas decorations.  An envelope will be included in the 
Sunday bulletins in November for you to use if you 
would like to make a donation.  Make your checks pay-
able to Trinity Altar Guild and write “decorations” on 
the memo line.  These donations will be greatly appre-
ciated.  Thank you!   
 

We are also asking help to put up the decorations in 
Fellowship Hall.  Both men and women are welcome! 
If you are interested, please call Merry McCalley at 
587-4840, and she will give you the date.  This is such 
a wonderful way for everyone to gather and have a 
good time working together. 

CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

3 p.m. & 8 p.m. 
 

The office will be closed at noon on  
December 24th through December 26th. 

The Library is ready for business! 



 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
 

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 

Larry Bright  Junior Warden 

Kaye Camp  Clerk 

Jerry Starr 

Lynne Hall 

Will Adams 

Liz Kinney 

Chris Thomas 

Angelo Haddad 

Chris Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Mary Jo Sawyer 

 

 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

 Carolyn Christolear 
 Joan Pruett 
 Joyce Tollins 
 
 Brad Carroll 
 
 Vivian Wegis-Stone 
 
 Natalie Hollman 
 
 Wendy Hoss 
 
 Bernabe DeLaCruz 
 Mary Fotis 
 Hugh Smith 

  Betty Holson 
 Dennis Pflugh 
 
  Steve Lewis 
 
  Andrew Hollman 
 
  Gianna Landucci 
 Mary Jo Sawyer 
 
  Gloria Pope 
 
  Andre Biklian 
 Darren Bogie 
 Pat Foutch 

 Pat Cooper 
 
 John Pryor 
 
 Linda LaMar 
 
 Patty MacGuire 
 
 Walt Dietze 
 
 Rhys McEnulty 

If a birthday is missing, please call 
the church office and Tara will 

put it in our system. 

USHERS NEEDED 
 
We are in need of three ushers for our 10 a.m. 
Sunday Services.  If you are interested, please 
call the church office and speak with Tara - at 
665-7713. 

Saturday,  
November 30th 

11:30 a.m. 

 Help By 
 Filling grocery bags 

Cooking team 
Event servers 


