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Connecting With Longing 
Part I: The Pilgrim Longing 

 

Not too long ago, in one of my sermons, I mentioned a delightful book by Jerry Root and Stan 
Guthrie entitled The Sacrament of Evangelism.  It is an insightful book and well worth the 
read.  One of the things that Jerry Root contends is that we are all far more capable of evange-
lism than we often think.  What evangelism really requires is not an incredible personality, 
great learning, or highly developed debate skills.  What evangelism really requires is a care 
for people and a willingness to engage others on the level of story.   
 
What does that mean?  Why does it work? 
 
To begin with, it doesn’t mean that we never engage in the presentation of the facts of the gospel like the life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus.  Bible verses and basic presentations of the gospel are still good, necessary, and helpful.  
But in our culture, people, especially younger people, are not as apt to be swayed by logical arguments for Jesus.  The 
days of presenting spiritual laws and drawing the cross and sin gap on a napkin appear to be past.   
 
If that’s the case, then how do we present the gospel?   
 
It has been said that as human beings, we are “narratival creatures,” that our lives are a story and we understand the 
world around us through our story, that to a certain extent, we are our stories.  That’s why we love a good story, a 
good movie, a good play.  We are storied people and we engage life as our story.  We connect with people through 
story, both as we identify with their stories and as they become a part of our story.   
 
This is where engaging on the level of story works.  When we get to know people, we get to know their story and we 
can begin to see where God has been working in their story.  This is why Jerry Root also believes we are far more ca-
pable of evangelism than we often think.  The primary skills you need for sharing the good news of Jesus are your life 
(story), the willingness to build relationships with others (enter their story), and watchful eyes to see where God is al-
ready at work.   
 
So how is God often at work? 
 
Our primary skill needs to be listening to the answers to the questions we ask.  As we get to know their story, we 
should come into contact with some consistent themes.  At this point, Root and Guthrie join Evelyn Underhill and CS 
Lewis in pointing to the literary themes of longing.  Underhill identified three great longings that come through in 
classic literature: the Pilgrim Longing, the Lover Longing, and the Ascetic/Saint Longing.  They are the great themes 
of literature because they are the great themes of the human heart.  They are the consistent human stories, and as such, 
they run through the hearts of every person we meet.   
 
This month, I would like to explore the Pilgrim Theme.   
 
This is the “longing to go out from his normal world in search of a lost home.” We see it in the classics like Homer’s 
Odyssey.  Odysseus longs to go home and must travel through many adventures and perils as he seeks to go home to 
his wife, but once he gets there, he finds that things must change before he can truly have arrived at home.  It isn’t just 
that we want to put our roots down in a place called home, it is that in this life we are never really able to satisfy that 
longing.   
                                                                                                                                              Continued on the next page... 
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Trinity Family  Ministry 

  Growing Together in Christ        
  

Sunday  School is on the  

Campus of  St.  John’s 
Pre-K - 8th  Grades will meet  in the Sanctuary and 

then process  to  class at the Gloria hymn 
 

Youth Group  
 9/13—Youth Group Launch with Parents 
 9/20—Parent’s Night Out—Youth Movie Night 
 9/27—Mini Golf @ Camelot 

EPHESIANS 
LIVING IN GOD’S NEW 

SOCIETY 
 

 A Sermon & Study Series for 

our Small Groups 

 Eight Weeks beginning on 

September 27th 
 

Not in a Small Group? 

Contact Garrett— gming78@gmail.com 

...continued from the first page 
 
Or consider The Hobbit.  Bilbo loves his life in the 
idyllic Shire and throughout his quest yearns to be 
back home enjoying his soft bed and favorite foods.  
But once he comes home, he finds that the Shire is 
no longer as satisfying; he is longing for a home be-
yond this world. 
 
The reason we love these stories is that we live them.  
We long for home.  The key, though, is recognizing 
that this longing has been put in the human heart by 
God Himself.  We long for home because we are 
longing for our heavenly home.  We were created to 
live with God in His presence forever.  This is where 
the longing for home is truly directed.  When we get 
to know the stories of those around us, we will likely 
hear this longing.  Listen for it.  Pay attention to the 
movies, books, and shows that those around you are 
drawn to.  Be in touch with how this longing is oper-
ating in your own life and share your story with oth-
ers.  Ask questions that reveal the longing in others.  
As you do, you will find that you will engage story to 
story, and you will be able to speak the gospel into 
the longing of the human heart. 
       

                             Yours in Christ,  Fr. Karl+ 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 

On Sunday, September 13th, we will 
have Baptism for all those who are 
interested.  Please call the church 
office if you or your child would 
like to be baptized.  (861-6020) 

Five Reasons to Use the  
Daily Office Regularly 

 
Anglicans aren’t required to do any particular form of 
daily prayer. Anglicans are to pray and study the Scrip-
tures daily, but how they choose to do so is a matter of 
individual conscience. During our recent Anglican Way 
class—which focused on the Daily Office of Morning 
and Evening Prayer—I was struck by how many very 
good reasons there are to regularly use this ancient form 
of prayer. Here are a few of them: 
 
1) The Daily Office reflects the ancient rhythm of pray-

er—morning and evening. When we use the Daily 
Office regularly our lives tend to fall into the rhythm 
of God’s grace. 

2) The Daily Office comes with its own daily lectionary 
that includes a Psalm, an Old Testament reading, a 
New Testament reading and a Gospel reading. When 
we use the Daily Office regularly we are exposed to 
the whole canon of Scripture on a two-year cycle.  

3) The Daily Office follows a pattern of prayer that in-
cludes Confession, Praise, Scripture Reading, Creed, 
Prayers of Petition and Intercession, and Thanksgiv-
ing. When we use the Daily Office, our prayers aren’t 
just determined by the whims of our hearts but by a 
comprehensive pattern of prayer. 

4) The Daily Office is largely written prayers. When we 
don’t know how to pray, or when we find it difficult 
to pray, the Daily Office shows us the way. 

5) The Daily Office can be used individually but it is 
primarily a corporate prayer. Using the Daily Office 
is a wonderful way to pray as a family or to pray with 
friends and confidants.  

 
I wish you every blessing as you seek to use this beauti-
ful and ancient form of prayer.      
 
 Sincerely,                                                              
 Fr. Joe+ 
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HOW TO READ  
THE BIBLE 

Practical Help for  
Reading Scripture 

For more info call  
Fr. Karl or Fr. Joe  

@ 861-6020 

 

Back to the basics 
Tools for Reading 

Let the Bible  
come alive 

Sundays 9:30-10:15 a.m. starting Sept.13 
Thursdays 11:15-noon starting Sept. 17 

GET INVOLVED 
AND GROW! 

 

September  13 
 

Outreach Opportunities 
Ministry Options 

Join a Small Group  
 

We will be having a Ministry Fair on Sunday,  Septem-
ber 13th, right after the 10:30 service.  All are invited to 
attend and see what opportunities we have for you to get 
involved in ministry in the church or outreach with the 
church.  
 

Representatives from groups will be there to answer your 
questions and you can sign up on the spot! 
 

We will also be enrolling people in small groups.  Come 
check out the groups to see which one looks like a good 
fit for you—or maybe even offer to start one yourself!    

Our first choir practice in on Thursday, Sep-
tember 10th at 7 p.m.  If you enjoy singing 
and you can carry a tune, you are invited to 
join us each week.  We are in need of men 
and women who can sing in any range.  No 
experience necessary!  If you are interested 
or you have any questions, please call Sue 
Wagner (304-6878) or just come to the first 
rehearsal. 

JOIN THE 
CHOIR 

OFFICE HOURS 
 

After Labor Day, our church office will be 
back to our regular hours on Fridays.  The of-
fice will be opened Monday through Friday, 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

SAVE 
THE 

DATE! 
 
We will be having a Fall Festival on Sunday, Oc-
tober 4th, immediately after our 10:30 service.   
 
All are invited - members, friends, family 
 
There will be family fun, some great food, and 
plenty of wonderful fellowship.  So mark your cal-
endars now and plan on joining us for a terrific 
day.  More details coming soon! 

NOTIFICATION OF 
DIOCESAN CONVENTION 

 
In accordance with Article V, Sections 3 of the Constitu-
tion of the Diocese of San Joaquin, notice is hereby given 
that the Fifty-Sixth Annual Convention of the Diocese of 
San Joaquin will convene at St. James’ Cathedral, Fresno, 
California October 23-24, 2015. 

 

Nominations must be submitted not later than Septem-
ber 8, 2015 to 

Committee on Nominations 
Mr. John Pryor 

304 Bravado Lane, Bakersfield, CA 93312 
johnpryorqrm@gmail.com 

 

To be elected at the Diocesan Convention 
Click here for Nomination Form 

 

Standing Committee Class of 2019: (1 clergy & 1 layperson) 
 

ECCO Commission Class of 2018: (1 clergy or layperson) 
 

Ecclesiastical Court Class of 2019: (1 clergy) 
 

Ecclesiastical Court Class of 2018: (1 layperson) 
 

Provincial Council Class of 2020: (1 clergy) 

http://trinitybakersfield.com/#/news-events/diocesan-nomination-form
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   Mary Swanlund 
 Halle Young 
 
  Mary Wakefield 
 Richard Young 
 
  Sarah Thomas 
 
 Lori Pflugh 
  
 Tamara Augustine 
 Matt Chaffee 
 Dick Giles 
 Marie Ramsland 
 Myranda Sawyer 
 
 Judy Schreiber 
 Sarah Swanlund 
 
 Donna Chaffee 
 Laura Landucci 
  
 Norma Jackson 
 Sophia Lawrence 
 
 Al Cartmell 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS  In The Parish Family 
 Marshall Lewis 
 Patti Young 
 
 Pam Knight 
 
 Gregory Smith 
 
 Joette Lawrence 
 Erin Perencevic 
 
 Katie Lewis 
 Ethan Oberg 
 
 Russell Ming 
 
 Steve McCalley 
 Katharine Tolar 
 
 Eliza Kinney 
 
 Sharon Giboney 
 Sandy Kesler 
 Lila McIntyre 
 Joe McIntyre 
 
 Halia Howard 
 Joyce Quilling 

 

 
Congratulations … 
 

  Joe and Katie Franco, who welcomed a daughter, 
 on August 13th.  Her name is Penelope Eden.  
 Proud grandparents are Rob & Mary Jo Sawyer. 
  

 
 
Thank you ... 

   

 The Altar Guild would like to thank you for 
 all the memorial gifts you have so lovingly 
 given to our church.  It truly is a bless-
 ing~  Thank you. 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 
 

Attendance 
 

 

August 2nd 177  August 16th  180 
August 9th 191  August 23rd 196 

Giving 
 

     Year-to-Date 
July           Actual      Budget          Actual        Budget      
Income    $44,898    $47,691        $336,769    $333,839 
Expense  $45,268    $46,783        $309,550    $327,480 
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RESUMING IN SEPTEMBER 
 
Many of our groups have been taking a break for the 
summer.  Here is what will be starting up again:  
 

Men’s Study Group 
September 2nd 

 

Thursday Bible Study 
September 3rd 

 

Choir Rehearsal 
September 10th  

 

Sunday School 
September 13th 

 

Youth Group 
September 13th 

 

St. Anne’s Guild 
September 21st 

Total Pledged: $2,694,606 
 

Total Collected (7/31/15):  $1,003,440.04 
 
 
Work continues on track for a January 2016 
groundbreaking and anticipated conclusion in 
October 2016.  Here is a quick glimpse of project 
work in August: 

 Three Construction Management firms have 
been interviewed and a recommendation to 
the Board is expected shortly.   

 A subgroup of the Architecture Committee 
finalized the interior landscaping plant pal-
ette.   

 Construction documents should be submitted 
in mid-September to the city for approval. 

 



5 

 

  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Rev. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

5100 California Avenue #108 

Bakersfield  CA  93309 
 

661-861-6020 Office 

661-861-6026 Fax 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

September 

2015 

Trinity Anglican Church 
5100 California Avenue 

Suite 108 
Bakersfield  CA  93309 

 The Messenger 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sunday Morning 

at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
(1928 Prayer Book) 

 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 
(Rite II) 

 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

5100 California Avenue 

Suite 108 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Mike Young Sr. Warden 

Kevin Ray Jr. Warden 

Ed Taylor Treasurer 
Anne Giles Clerk 

Marilyn Brown 

Ron Christolear 

Lynne Hall 

Guy Lingo 

Steve McCalley 

Jeff Mendoza 

Chad Savage 

Olga See 

Mark Smith 


