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THE JOY AND FREEDOM OF GIVING
Believe it or not, the Bible has more to say about our relationship with money than any other
topic. Yet many of us get uncomfortable or tune out the moment the topic is brought up.
Why? I think there are two primary reasons: understanding and trust.
We often tune out because we don’t understand Scripture’s call to tithe. Sometimes we see
the tithe as an Old Testament law that no longer applies to us under the New Testament. It is
true that we are no longer under the weight of the Law of Moses, but the perspective of the
New Testament is that as we live in the power of the Holy Spirit, we will not only keep the intention of the Law,
but we will exceed it as we live according to the Law of Christ – the call to love. It is clear in the New Testament
that the followers of Jesus are to be generous givers.
So why ten percent? If we look at it legalistically, giving a tithe can become a burdensome rule where we keep
things exact all the way down to the penny. But I think that is missing the point. When we tithe, we are doing
several things:
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We are expressing our gratitude to God for all that He has given us. Everything
we have and are is a gift from God meant to be used for our enjoyment and according to His purposes. When we give a tithe, we are expressing our gratitude.
But how can we ever give enough to thank Him for the gift of life and, more incredibly, the gift of eternal life given to us in the death and resurrection of Jesus? Even if we gave everything to God, it would never come close to showing
how thankful we are for the grace of salvation. God gives us the tithe, then, to
say: this is enough.
We are expressing obedience to God. We are blessed in order to be a blessing.
As we follow Jesus in grateful obedience, He uses us to bless others through the
work of His Kingdom. We give in order to further the God’s work and use our
lives – time, talent, and treasure – for God’s purposes. When we join in God’s
work, we experience joy as we see His blessing flowing through us to others.
We are expressing our trust of God. When we give, we are acknowledging that
God has provided what we have and that we trust Him to continue to provide.
This area of trust is where God also works profoundly in our lives.

The tithe is a call to trust. Trust, though, is not built solely on understanding. It is
built on experience. We learn to trust God by stepping out in faith and experiencing
His faithful care. The more we experience God’s faithful provision and care, the more we will trust Him to continue to provide for our time, talents, and treasure. But here’s where it gets really good! When we learn to trust
God’s provision, we experience greater freedom from fear and anxiety and greater joy as we no longer live to
protect what we have, but we get to enjoy it. Trust brings joyful freedom.
So why does the Bible have so much to say about our relationship to our money and why should we listen? It
isn’t supposed to be a matter of legalism or guilt, but a matter or deep joy and freedom as we play our part in the
work of His Kingdom!
Yours in Christ,
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For When We Don’t Desire God
The Psalmist writes, “As a deer pants for flowing streams, so pants my soul for you, O God” (Ps
42:1). I have known times when this prayer has sprung up spontaneously from my heart—not
ancient words on the page, words of someone else, but my own prayer. At such times when our
desire, truly, is for God, David’s cri-de-coeur needs no further explanation: “my soul thirsts for
you; my flesh faints for you, as in a dry and weary land where there is no water” (Ps 63:1).
But what of those times when we examine our hearts and honesty requires of us the assessment
that we desire many things but God is not one of them? What do we do, what can we do, when
we discover that we don’t really desire God?
It does no good to dig deep down within ourselves in an attempt to drum up an emotion. We can’t make ourselves
desire God, any more than we can will ourselves to be happy.
Similarly, it does no good, and in fact it can do a lot of harm, to deny piously that we ever might find ourselves in
the position of not wanting God. This is somewhat like the person who is too holy to admit he’s ever been angry
at God. God is big enough to handle it; so it’s best to own up to it so He can do something about it.
The reality is that we cannot desire God unless God puts the desire into our hearts. Jesus teaches us this. “No one
can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him” (John 6:44). Our desire for God is nothing more or
less than God drawing us to himself. This is a great mystery: our desire for God is more fundamentally God’s
work in us.
Again, what can we do when we discover that we don’t really desire God?
We can pray. Upon a bit of self-reflection, I often find that I don’t want God but I want to want God. My desire is
not for God, but God is where I want my desire to be. I know I am not alone in this. Perhaps you are experiencing
this now. You can do something about it. You can pray.
Here is a prayer written by the famous writer Flanner O’Connor. I have made it my own. You could do a lot
worse that to make it yours:
Dear Lord please make me want You. It would be the greatest bliss. Not just to want You when I think
about You but to want you all the time, to have the want driving in me, to have it like a cancer in me. It
would kill me like a cancer and that would be the Fulfillment.
Blessings,

The Family *GATHERING
Sunday, November 26th
after the 10 a.m. service
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In Sympathy for …

In The Parish Family

Wendy Hoss and her family on the recent death of her brother.
Jan and the Salter Family on the recent death of Jack.
Fr. John and Judy Wilcox on the recent death of his sister, Jane.

You should have received your stewardship letter and a commitment
card recently. Before filling out your card, please prayerfully consider
how your financial stewardship can reflect your relationship with Jesus
and further His work in and through Trinity.
Our Stewardship Ingathering will be on Sunday, November 12th. You
may bring your commitment card to church and all the cards will be
blessed.
If you have not received a letter, please call the church office and Tara
will get a card and letter to you. If you have any questions, please feel
free to talk with Fr. Karl or our Treasurer, Ed Taylor.

HOLY
BAPTISM

All Saints’ Day
Sunday
November 5th
Baptism at Trinity Church will
be held on Sunday, November
5th. If you or your child would
like to be baptized, please call
Fr. Karl at 665-7713.

DEANERY CONFIRMATION
Saturday, November 4 at 10 a.m.
Set your clocks back 1 hour
when you go to bed on
Saturday, November 4th.

Bishop Menees will be with the Anglican congregations of the Bakersfield
area for a service of Confirmation,
Reception, and Reaffirmation on Saturday, November 4 at 10 a.m. All are
welcome!

That way you’re sure to be
at church on time!
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CHRISTMAS TEA

Saturday, December 9th at 2 p.m.
All the women of Trinity and guests are invited to our Annual Christmas Tea.
This will take place in our Fellowship Hall at 2 p.m. on December 9th.
The cost is $10 per person and the tickets will be sold after church on Sunday or in the church
office during the week. All tickets must be purchased before December 4th. We are not able to
sell tickets after that date, and no tickets will be sold at the door.
This is a lovely event to start off our Christmas Season!
If you have any questions, please call Stana Bright at 834-7586.

Friday November 10th
Silent Auction
Kid Activities
Entertainment

Food from Mossman’s
Tickets
$10 Adult
$5 Children (under 10)

Proceeds to benefit
Trinity Preschool and
Disaster Relief Efforts

5:30 Auction Preview
6:00 Dinner
8:00 Closing Prayer
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THANKSGIVING EVE
WORSHIP SERVICE
Our Trinity Thanksgiving Service will be on
Wednesday, November 22nd, at 7 p.m. This will
be a full service with choir.

PLANNING AHEAD
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Holiday Schedule
ACW Christmas Tea - Saturday, December 9th at 2 p.m.
Youth Christmas Caroling - Sunday, December 17th at 5 p.m.
Worship
Advent 4 Service - Sunday, December 24th at 9 a.m. ~ Only One Morning Service
Christmas Eve Service - Sunday, December 24th at 3 p.m.
Candlelight Service - Sunday, December 24th at 11 p.m.

JASON’S CHRISTMAS TREE
Sunday, November 12th, will once again be Trinity’s kickoff date for our annual
“Jason’s Christmas Tree” project. Last year we ingathered 244 wrapped Christmas
gifts, ensuring that 144 children of the clients of Bakersfield Recovery Services
(Jason’s Retreat, Capistrano House and Lincoln Street “Mommies Home”) would
have at least 2 wrapped gifts under their Christmas Tree. How encouraging it must
be for the mothers and fathers, in residential recovery, to know that their children
will not be forgotten this Christmas. The love of Christ and the true meaning of
Christmas will once again be greatly manifested by the love and generosity of our
congregation here at Trinity A nglican Church.
Names will be available on Sunday, November 12th at both services. Please bring your wrapped gifts to church beginning Sunday, November 20th, or to the Church office no later than Monday, December 11 th. Remember to keep
the tags on your gift, so it can be identified by me. Once again, our heartfelt thanks and blessings to you all for your
generous love and support in our work.
Your brother in Christ,
Dcn. John

TRINITY STATS
Attendance
Oct. 1st
Oct. 8th

196
197

Oct. 15th
Oct. 22nd

196
202

We are in the process of completing the separation of
preschool operation costs from the church operation. As
a result, we do not have final numbers at the time of
publication.

Total Pledged: $2,714,692
Total Collected: $2,291,330
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HAPPY FALL!
It looks like fall around Trinity Preschool with all the
kids’ amazing artwork. We invite you to come and take
a peek!

This month, some of our TPS kids went on a exciting field trip to our neighbor friends at Alzheimer’s Adult Day Service Center. The kids and
their client’s enjoyed a game of follow the leader
and exercised with numbers. The smiles on everyone’s face were HUGE!

A BIG THANK YOU to our very own church
member Marguerite Biklian. She has brought
more song and dance into our program! With her
wonderful background in education and music, our
Trinity kids are enjoying every minute of it!
The kids love Ms. M!

Trinity Preschool will be having a Book Sale on
Sunday, December 3rd. after the church services.
We are looking towards more exciting events next month. We will be getting a visit from SPCA, Firefighters, Race
Car drivers and continue to do more amazing things here at Trinity Preschool At Belcourt!
~Jennifer Coburn, Director of Trinity Preschool At Belcourt!
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Betty Holson
Dennis Pflugh

Ethan Ray

Pat Cooper

Steve Lewis

Carolyn Christolear
Joan Pruett
Joyce Tollins

John Pryor

Vivian Wegis-Stone

Fr. Joe Lawrence

Natalie Hollman

Patty MacGuire

Gloria Pope

Wendy Hoss

Walt Dietze

Andre Biklian
Darren Bogie
Pat Foutch

Berney De La Cruz
Mary Fotis
Hugh Smith

Andrew Hollman
Gianna Landucci
Mary Jo Sawyer

Linda LaMar

If you notice a missing birthday, please
call the church office so we may update
our records.

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS
Now that we are in our new church home, we can once again
decorate for Christmas. Each year, our Altar Guild ladies purchase Poinsettias and turn our center into a beautiful place of
worship. They are in need of donations to complete this task.
You can make a donation in memory of someone, or in celebration of something, or in thanksgiving for something. Make your
check out to Trinity Altar Guild and in the memo section, put
“Christmas Donation”. There will be a list of names in our
Christmas Bulletin. Call Tara, in the Church Office (665-7713)
and let her know how you would like your donation to read. We
need all the donations by December 11th.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Morning
8 a.m. Holy Communion
10 a.m. Holy Communion

Thursday Morning
10 a.m. Healing Service

Mark Smith
Dennis Gibson
Guy Lingo
Jeff Mendoza
Olga See
Priscilla Beck
Steven Brown
Phil Lamirand
Larry Bright
Kaye Camp
Jerry Starr

Sr. Warden
Jr. Warden

Ed Taylor
Anne Giles

Treasurer
Clerk

11300 Campus Park Dr.
Bakersfield CA 93311
661-665-7713
office@trinitybakersfield.com
www.trinitybakersfield.com

OUR CLERGY
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The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector
The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant
The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired
The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon
The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon

