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Connecting With Longing
Part III: The Saint Longing
In the last two months, we have explored how to share our faith by connecting with the
longings of the human heart. Following The Sacrament of Evangelism, by Jerry Root and
Stan Guthrie, we have seen that as human beings, we are our stories, and when we can connect with other people in their stories, we can see where God has been, and is, at work. Our
stories often tell of our longings, longings which can ultimately only be filled by the God
who is wooing us through our longings. As we recognize these longings in ourselves and in
others, we can bring people into the arms of Jesus.

We have looked so far at the Pilgrim and Lover Longings. This month, we will conclude with the third and final
longing identified by Evelyn Underhill: the Saint Longing. The idea here is that many people are aware of their brokenness and long to be whole and holy. The key here, though, is awareness. Every human being is wounded and
fallen, sinful. But not everyone is aware of that woundedness. Broken people are aware of their woundedness and
are grieved by where they have failed to be the kind of loving and generous person they long to be. This is the Saint
Longing: the longing that desperately wants to put the broken pieces of life back together.
Followers of Jesus are meant to be optimistically broken people. We know we are not what we should be, and we
know that it is precisely for that reason that Jesus came to our rescue. We need to be forgiven and we need the help
of God’s grace to be what He meant us to be. Listening for the Saint Longing, then, begins in our own remembering
of our brokenness. We don’t go in search for the flaws of others, but we learn to recognize those who already know
that they are flawed, that they are broken.
Jerry Root tells a powerful story of a visit to Oxford University. He was invited to eat dinner in the Great Hall at
Christ Church College, which was used for the dining hall in the Harry Potter films. After introductions, a history
professor who intended to make sport of Jerry asked him why he was Christian. He responded, “I am a Christian, I
am aware of my failures and shortcoming and the kinds of things the Bible calls sin in my life. It is the deep recognition that things are broken and need fixing that has driven me to God for forgiveness. Also, it is out of a deep
longing to be loved with a love that does not shy away due to my failures that I have sought this in Christ. I have
found that the love and forgiveness of God speak to my deepest need. I have found the gospel, in that regard, compelling.”
The answer caught the historian off-guard. She responded, “Well I can appreciate what you are saying, but that’s
just not my issue.” “I didn’t become perfect overnight. It took two or three weeks,” Jerry replied. As the historian
laughed, Jerry went on, “Your laughter just betrayed you…you couldn’t possibly know specifics in my life that
make my statement…nonsense…either your read of history or your read of your own struggles revealed this to you.”
“You got me,” the professor humbly said.
From that point, Jerry was able to open the door to talking about how faith in Jesus addressed his need for forgiveness and for healing of his brokenness. He had met someone with the Saint Longing. He had helped her
acknowledge her awareness of her woundedness, her brokenness, her need for help.
Sometimes, though, people have been hurt deeply by those who profess to follow Jesus. Rather than dealing with
their own need for forgiveness, they level the charge of hypocrisy against Christians. In those instances, how do we
respond?
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First, we need to remember that although many who
claim to follow Jesus do not act like Jesus, that
doesn’t mean that all followers are false and untrue
hypocrites. We cannot measure Christianity by the
bad examples, but must also look to those who are
true to Jesus in their discipleship.

Sunday School is on the
Campus of St. John’s Lutheran
Pre-K - 8th Grade will meet in the
Sanctuary and then process to class at the Gloria
hymn.

Second, we need to know that often the charge of
hypocrisy is a place where grace may be present.
Many times, those who make the charge of hypocrisy
have been hurt by someone. What they need is not a
lecture or logical discourse; they need an honest answer. Often the best response is to acknowledge that
they are right, that there are hypocrites in the church,
and that we know it because we, too, have at times
been hypocritical. There have been times when we
knew the high vision of love, and yet we have been
selfish and unkind; the need for justice in the world,
and yet we have been unfair.

Youth Group
11/1—Youth Group (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
11/8—Game Night (5:00-7:30 p.m.)
11/15—Youth Group (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
11/22—NO Youth Group (Thanksgiving Week)
11/29—Youth Group (5:30-7:00 p.m.)
On Christian Friendship
Part II: I Love you Because You’re Mine
In my last Messenger article I began to look at
the topic of Christian friendship, lamenting western culture’s changing understanding of friendship. Much of my
reflections are based on a book by a friend of mine: Wesley Hill, Spiritual Friendship. What was once a source of
stable relationship and deep bonds has been pared down
to something more ephemeral and unstable. If many in
the older generations don’t see this and still enjoy deep
and stable friendships, they should nevertheless know
that this is the lamentable reality faced by those in the
younger generations, namely, that such deep and stable
friendships are becoming harder and harder to come by.
Millennials, especially, suffer for it.

If the person we are speaking to is honest with themselves, they will likely acknowledge that their life
isn’t perfectly consistent either. Now the door is
open to ask how they deal with it, what they have
found that helps. If they, like you, struggle, then you
have found their Saint Longing. Now the door is
open for the gospel.
We are called to reach forth our hands in love to
those who need Jesus as we faithfully live to make
disciples of all nations. As we understand our own
stories and get to know the stories of others, we will
encounter these longings placed in our hearts by the
God who created us and who pursues us still. It is
my prayer that we faithfully reach forth our hands in
love as we connect with the longings of those God
has placed in our lives, and that with every dismissal
from worship, we will joyfully go forth into the
world to reach forth our hands with the saving message of Jesus.
Yours in Christ,

The Catholic writer Maggie Gallagher talks about
two different approaches to relationships. The first can
be described: “You’re mine because I love you.” In this
type of relationship we can share interests, love and joys
with another. But the relationship only lasts as long the
love—or better yet the feeling of love—lasts. As Wes
Hill says, “If I am tired of you or am hurt by you, I am
free to walk away…You only belong to me if I can keep
up my love for you, and you can keep up yours for me.
We thus dance on the precipice of loss.”
The other way is: “I love you because you’re
mine.” In this type of relationship, Wes Hill points out,
my love, or my feeling of love, is not the basis of our
connection. Rather, it is in reverse: we are bound together, therefore I love you. Commitment precedes love and
the feelings of love; and commitment sustains the love
when the feelings aren’t there. If we are to rediscover
Christian friendship, we need to find those to whom we
can say, “I love you because you’re mine.”

Youth Group

Blessings,

Sunday, November 8th, 5-7:30 pm
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THANKSGIVING

You should have received your stewardship letter and a commitment card earlier
this week. Before you
fill out your card, we
asked that you prayerfully consider how
your financial stewardship can reflect your relationship with Jesus and
further His work in and through Trinity.

Due to a time conflict with St. John’s
Lutheran Church, we will not have a
Thanksgiving Eve Service this year.
We pray that this does not inconvenience you and we
wish you all a blessed Thanksgiving.
If you have extra space at your
Thanksgiving table, consider
inviting someone from
our Church Family!

Our Stewardship Ingathering will be on Sunday,
November 15th. You may bring your commitment to church and all the cards will be blessed.

Common Texts for Worship
in the
Anglican Church in North America

If you have not received a letter, please call the
church office and Tara will get a card and letter to
you. If you have any questions, please feel free to
talk with Fr. Karl or our Treasurer, Ed Taylor.

Part of the wisdom of the Anglican heritage is
the unifying power of common worship. When the
Anglican Church in North America came into being,
then, work on a new prayer book for our province began almost immediately, recognizing that as we were
no longer members of the Episcopal Church, we really needed our own Prayer Book. In 2013, the Liturgy
and Common Worship Task Force, on behalf of the
College of Bishops of the Anglican Church in North
America, introduced working texts for the Daily Office and Holy Eucharist.
Most of the congregations in the Diocese of
San Joaquin have been using the new liturgies for
some time now, and Bishop Menees hopes that the
diocese will fully participate in the common life of
our province. Due to the monumental changes in the
life of our congregation over the past couple years, we
have been slow to use to the new liturgies. As a part
of the diocese, though, we do want to join in the common liturgical life of the ACNA.
This Advent, Trinity will try the new liturgies
of the ACNA. While they will be different, they will
also be very familiar. Theologically and liturgically
speaking, they are more historically Anglican being
modeled on the 1662 Book of Common Prayer. For
some, the change will hardly be noticed; for others, it
will be. It is our prayer, though, that we get to know
these new liturgies before really reacting or responding to them.
We will be making copies of the new liturgies
available to the congregation in Advent. For those
who would like to buy a formal paperback copy, they
are available on Amazon. However, the full and final
Prayer Book is still not ready for publication. It is
anticipated in the next couple of years, and when it is
ready, we will certainly make the congregation aware.

Total Pledged: $2,694,606
Total Collected (9/31/15): $1,044,117
We expect our building plans to be approved in the
beginning of November and are working with
Colombo Construction in the bidding process.

GROUNDBREAKING
CEREMONY
Join us for a Groundbreaking Ceremony on Saturday, December 5th, at
1 pm. We will gather on the construction site to formally begin the
work of building. Bishop Menees
plans to be with us for this short, but
very exciting, occasion!
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NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS

In The Parish Family
Thank you…
“I would like to thank all those who helped with the
Fall Festival. My committee consisted of: Juliet
Smith, Darcie Larman, Jane Kleindienst, JoEllen
Holt, Meg Pryor, Linda LaMar and Lynne Hall. We
had good food and entertainment. If you missed itthe Ballet Troupe was great fun and entertained
everyone. The troupe included our own wonderful
ballerina, Grace Smith, and her special ballet
dancers, Ron Christolear and Steve McCalley.
Thank you, thank you, thank you!
Mildred Woods

Judy and I are both “on the mend” and making good
progress—thanks be to God! And again we sincerely
thank you for the genuine love you have shown us.
Fr. John Wilcox

Natalie Hollman

Andrew Hollman

Wendy Hoss
Ava Stuart

Gianna Landucci
Mary Jo Sawyer

Mary Clifford
Mary Fotis
Hugh Smith
Gordon Wickersham

Gloria Pope
Andre Biklian
Darren Bogie
Pat Foutch

Follow-up appointments with my doctors indicate no further problems at this time, “Thanks be to
God”, and to each one of you. I have more healing
to do and that will take a bit more time. I am looking
forward to being back in church soon and to being
able to see you all.
Gratefully yours,
Louise Henderson

The same loving care was given to Judy during her
bout with hip surgery, followed by nine long weeks
of rehabilitation and physical therapy. And through it
all, God demonstrated this truth of Romans 8:28
again.

Betty Cook

Steve Lewis

My dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
All of your many cards, prayers, and support on my
behalf during the last month have been overwhelming. The love extended by each of you in your prayers has kept me from despair and allowed me to know
what it truly means to “rest in the Lord.”

To the Clergy and Laity of Trinity Church
All of you have Judy’s and my deepest appreciation
and thanks for your thoughtful support and outreach
expressed to us during these last three months
(physically, spiritually, and yes, even emotionally).
For within and how often I was admitted to Memorial
Hospital for the first time (July 24th), you started
ministering to me. And in so many ways you never
quit—through prayers, flowers, visits, encouraging
words, cards and notes, the bringing of Holy Communion and Holy Unction, also the home visits with
food, administering IV prescriptions at home, and
driving me to an important medical appointment.

Vivian Wegis-Stone

Betty Holson
Dennis Pflugh

Pat Cooper

Ethan Ray

John Pryor

Carolyn Christolear
Joan Pruett
Joyce Tollins

Linda LaMar

Brad Carroll

Patty MacGuire

Fr. Joe Lawrence

Walt Dietze

ALTAR DONATIONS
Donations are made each week for
our Altar Flowers, Wine and Wafers, and for the Aumbry Light.
These donations are made in
memory of someone, in celebration
of something, or in thanksgiving for
someone or something. We appreciate all of the donations, and we ask that you remember to
either mail or drop off your checks to the church office.
If anyone would like to make a donation, please call Linda
Schuler with the information or if you have any questions.

TRINITY STATS
Attendance
October 4th 200
October 11th 200

September
Income
Expense
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Actual
$40,390
$43,980

October 18th 207
October 25th 200
Giving
Budget
$47,691
$46,783

Year-to-Date
Actual
Budget
$423,502 $429,219
$383,965 $421,046

Trinity Anglican Church
5100 California Avenue
Suite 108
Bakersfield CA 93309

November
2015
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Morning
at St. John’s Lutheran Church
8 a.m. Holy Communion
(1928 Prayer Book)

10:30 a.m. Holy Communion
(Rite II)

Thursday Morning
10 a.m. Healing Service
5100 California Avenue
Suite 108

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mike Young
Kevin Ray
Ed Taylor
Anne Giles
Marilyn Brown
Ron Christolear
Lynne Hall
Guy Lingo
Steve McCalley
Jeff Mendoza
Chad Savage
Olga See
Mark Smith

Sr. Warden
Jr. Warden
Treasurer
Clerk

5100 California Avenue #108
Bakersfield CA 93309
661-861-6020 Office
661-861-6026 Fax
office@trinitybakersfield.com
www.trinitybakersfield.com

OUR CLERGY
The Rev. Karl E. Dietze, Rector
The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant
The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired
The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon
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