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God’s Timing

When the hour came… Luke 22:14
In Holy Week, I was truly struck by the theme of God’s perfect timing. The events of Holy Week –
the Last Supper, the sham trial, the Cross – were not an historical accident. They were part of God’s
plan. We don’t just find that in Holy Week, though. All through Scripture, we find little notes of
God’s timing. From a human viewpoint, events often seem surprising and unscripted. But from
God’s viewpoint, they are ordained. What seems surprising to us is often part of God’s perfect plan.
For those who were able to attend our Maundy Thursday service, the first service in our new home, you will remember
that I spoke about God’s timing. For those who were not able to make it, I am writing this article!
It feels amazing to finally be in our new home! After our time in the wilderness, it indeed feels wonderful, if not a little strange, to be able to think about putting down some roots and making a place our home. But in the midst of this
joyful arrival, I am also struck by God’s sense of timing. Our first services were in Holy Week. Our first communion
was on the night that we remember Jesus’ institution of the Lord’s Supper.
What is God telling us with His timing?
I’m sure the answer to that question will continually unfold. But let me suggest at least two things I think God’s sense
of timing are telling us.
First, we need to keep first things first. We have been living in the wilderness without buildings for nearly four years
now. Symbolically, we have been longing for the day that we could set up an altar and worship space that would not
be put away when we were done. We have been longing for a sense of home.
It should not be lost on us that the very first service on our new campus, as we processed the sacramental presence of
Christ into our new home, would end with our processing that same sacramental presence out of our midst as we
stripped the altar and turned our eyes to Good Friday and the Cross of Christ. It seems to me that our Lord is reminding us that our true home is in heaven and that our mission is to share the gospel of salvation.
Second, God is faithful to give life to those who belong to Him. Isn’t it beautiful that God chose to bring us into our
new home in such a way that He reminded us in our first three services that He is the One who raised the dead to life?!
God has shaped us into who we are as a congregation and prepared us for the work He has given us to do in this place.
God has brought this to pass in and through us because He is gracious and faithful. Ours
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Thoughts on Science Prompted by,
But Not Directly Pertinent to, the March for Science
I have never, to my knowledge, uttered the word “science” in that all-too familiar hushed yet
fervent whisper of cultic, sycophantic devotion. At least, I never said it and meant it. The fact is, the
complex emotions that lie behind such an adoring utterance are almost entirely opaque to me. I attribute
this largely to the fact that at an early age I read and took to heart Aldous Huxley’s novel Brave New
World in which an undeniable point of warm light in a colorless dystopian future devised by “science”
was the ancient voice of Shakespeare. At a minimum, this meant that science serves humanity best when
it acknowledges the limitations of its grasp on the mystery of being. That is to say, Shakespeare uncovers something of the truth that science never could. And whatever it is that Shakespeare uncovers is
more important to being human than what science uncovers. Things go awry when this is forgotten.
On the other hand, I have never been (to use a term of recent coinage) “anti-science.” I have never felt
that the supposedly assured results of science pose a serious threat to my faith, such that I must choose
between denying scientific consensus or my faith. Some will point out, undoubtedly, that scientists put
question marks around such things as the creation of the world, origin of the human species by the hand
of God, the historicity of the flood, the possibility of the resurrection and so on. Even faced with these
issues—each of which I handle somewhat differently—I do not feel the need to make such an exclusive
choice.
Nevertheless, in the public imagination science and religion (including especially, Christianity) are in
opposition to one another, and one’s gain is the other’s loss. So, battle lines are drawn and crusaders line
up to fight. How is the thoughtful Christian to respond?
Allow me to present a few guiding propositions, which I will develop further in articles to come:


Because God is the creator and sustainer of the universe, all truth is God’s truth, whether discovered
by science or revealed in Scripture. Therefore the proclamation of the church and the results of scientific inquiry are to be rejoiced in as the truth.



Scripture infallibly bears witness to the will, the ways and the works of the Triune God. Therefore,
when science contradicts the plain witness of Scripture, science must be mistaken.



While Scripture itself is infallible, our interpretation of Scripture is not. Therefore, science may
prompt us to correct our interpretation of Scripture.



Scripture bears witness to the works of God but is not often concerned about how God accomplishes
those works (i.e. secondary causes). Science is concerned only with those secondary causes. Many of
the supposed conflicts between Scripture and science result from failing to recognize this.

More could be added, I am sure. But by applying these principles we can happily go about the business
of contemplating the truth of God in whatever form.
Blessings,
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With sympathy to …

In The Parish Family

the family of Helen Rogers, who died in Oregon on February. There will be a Memorial Service at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church, on June 2nd, at 11 a.m. A private luncheon for family only, will follow.

Congratulations to …
Larry & Stana Bright on the bir th of a new gr andson, Maddox Michael, bor n on St. Patr ick’s Day.
Proud grandparents, Eric & Kathy Dyer. Theodore Duarte Dyer-Smith was bor n to Mar cus & Eliza on
April 12th.
Bryan and Mikela Oberg on the birth of their daughter on April 27.

Thank you to …
to all those who helped move our office to our new site. Special thanks to Dennis Gibson for heading up
the project. Also, thank you to Anne Giles, Guy & Anne Lingo, Dennis Pflugh, John & Linda LaMar, Larry
Bright, Donna Chaffee, King Lee, Peter Leigh-Pink, Debbie Gibson, and especially to Susie Dietze, for
bringing pizza and drinks for everyone.

YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS
CALENDAR
May
May 7th
May 14th
May 21st
May 28th

BISHOP’S VISITATION

Regular Meeting
Mother’s Day (no meeting)
Regular Meeting
Memorial Day Weekend
(no meeting)

Bishop Eric Menees will be with us on
Sunday, May 7th.
He will meet with our Board of Directors and
the congregation. He will also give us a blessing
for our new “home”.

Youth Group is on Sunday evenings from
5:30 to 7 p.m.

MAY BIRTHDAYS
Andrew Chaffee
Ed Taylor

Leonie Gauthier-Parker
Ann Lingo
Lauren Savage

Kresten Carroll

Bettie Clark

Chris Hoss

Ken Bomar
Jack Salter

Stana Bright
Lisa Thomas
Roman De Dios
Jeff Roberts
Milton Pope
Chris Webber

Benita Chase
Cindy Bomar
Roxanne Starbuck
Bryan Oberg
Grace Franco
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Maxine Chesney
Stephanie Faulk
Steven Brown
Edwin Camp
Mira Landucci
Fred Kotowske
Mike Chase
Patty Page
Thomas Smith
Elijah Gatza

TRINITY STATS
Attendance

NEW ADDRESS

April 2nd
April 9th

Trinity Anglican Church
11300 Campus Park Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93311

189
194

April 16th
April 23rd

407
194

Giving

Year-to-Date
Actual
Budget
Actual
Budget
Income $37,177 $47,500 $128,068 $142,500
Expense $38,932 $44,693 $127,836 $134,077
March

PLEASE NOTE!
The times of our Sunday services are 8 & 10 (not 10:30 anymore). Also, we ask that you no longer mail anything to the old California Avenue address. If you are using a processing center and
they are mailing your checks directly to us, please inform them of the change of address.

WE
ARE IN!!!
Total Pledged: $2,714,692
Total Collected: $2,134,119
Remediation continues on the brick on the exterior of the buildings, and is expected
to take until early June to fix. Some small projects, like the installation of play
equipment, a room divider, and procuring furniture is ongoing. Our new altar, altar
rail and kneelers are being completed presently, and we hope to put them into use in
the very near future!

WORSHIP SERVICES
All services will be held at our
new site on the corner of
Buena Vista and Campus Park

Sunday Morning
8 a.m. Holy Communion
10 a.m. Holy Communion

Thursday Morning
10 a.m. Healing Service

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mark Smith
Dennis Gibson
Guy Lingo
Jeff Mendoza
Olga See
Priscilla Beck
Steven Brown
Phil Lamirand
Larry Bright
Kaye Camp
Harley Pinson
Jerry Starr

Sr. Warden
Jr. Warden

Ed Taylor
Anne Giles

Treasurer
Clerk

11300 Campus Park Dr.
Bakersfield CA 93311
office@trinitybakersfield.com
www.trinitybakersfield.com
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The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector
The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant
The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired
The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon
The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon

