
 

 

 

 

May 2016 The Messenger 

 

Ordination, Prayer, and Construction 

 

Things are certainly far from boring around Trinity!  In the next couple of months, we will 
see some exciting activity in and around Trinity, so I thought I’d take some time in this month’s 
newsletter to highlight three of those activities.  

 

First, the ordination of Ron Christolear to the Sacred Order of Deacons 
at 6:30 p.m. on Tuesday, May 3 in the Sanctuary at St. John’s.  Ron and his 
wife, Carolyn, have been a part of our congregation for quite some time now, 
and it is exciting to see this long path of discernment and preparation finally 
come to fulfillment.  Deacons were raised up in the Church to extend the love of Christ to the 
world in service and to free bishops and priests to carry out their ministry.  A “Deacon’s Office 
[is] to work with the laity in searching for the sick, the poor, and the helpless, that they may be 
relieved.”  That’s why there are some distinctly diaconal aspects of our liturgy: proclaiming the 

gospel, leading the prayers, assisting at the altar, and dismissing the faithful into the world to serve Christ.  

 

If you’ve never been to one, an ordination is a truly moving service.  During the service, we will have an opportunity 
to declare, as a congregation, that we believe that God has raised Ron up to be a deacon in our midst.  Ron will pros-
trate himself before the Bishop as we pray for him to faithfully and powerfully carry out his ministry amongst us.  
Carolyn will vest him in a stole draped across his chest as a sign of the office of deacon.  As the first deacons in 
Scripture were raised up to “wait on tables” so that the apostles could focus on preaching the Word, the stole is 
draped almost like a towel over the table-waiter’s arm.  It is a beautiful, powerful, and moving service.    

 

Second, a Kern Deanery Prayer Gathering.  Our Archbishop, Foley Beach, called upon congregations to gath-
er publicly to pray for our cities.  The Anglican congregations of our Kern Deanery (All 
Saints, St. Luke’s, St. Mark’s, and Trinity) will be gathering on Wednesday, May 18 from 
12:15 to 12:45 p.m. to pray for Bakersfield.  We will gather in the parking lot of First Presby-
terian Church (1705 17th Street) between 12:00 and 12:15 p.m. and then walk over to the Lib-
erty Bell in front of City Hall to pray for our city.  You may wonder why we would want to 
gather publicly to do that, rather than simply pray from the comfort of our own homes.  We 
certainly encourage you to pray regularly for the city no matter where you are, but there are 
some good reasons to do so publicly.  First, it is a positive witness for Jesus.  When we gather 
in public to pray for God’s blessing upon the life of our city, Jesus’ heart for Bakersfield is 
made known in us.  Second, it is a positive witness for the Church.  By praying together in public, people can actual-
ly see that the Church exists as a source of God’s blessing to the city, not just to congregations.  Third, it gives us an 
opportunity to stretch ourselves.  For many Anglicans, it is an uncomfortable thing to do, but by going together, we 
find comfort in numbers.  It also gives us the potential opportunity to tell someone who asks why we are there, per-
haps even to share with someone why we love Jesus and our city.  

 

Third, construction: ours and St. John’s.  As you are hopefully aware, construction has be-
gun on Trinity’s new home!  Construction is scheduled to take about ten months, so we hope to be 
in our new facility around March of next year.  How exciting it is to finally see the “Promised 
Land” coming into view!  But we aren’t the only ones involved in construction.  St. John’s is about 
to remodel the Sanctuary we use for 10:30 a.m. worship.  When they do remodel the Sanctuary, we 
will have to temporarily relocate our 10:30 a.m. service to the Gymnasium on the north side of St. 
John’s campus.  We already have a transition team working on making the relocation smooth.  
Their remodeling is expected to take between two and three months, after which time we will 

move back into the Sanctuary.  We anticipate the move to the Gymnasium taking place on June 19.     
 

Anything but boring!                                           Yours in Christ, 

Growing as Disciples of Jesus Christ 
Through 

Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Outreach 
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   CONFIRMATION CLASS 
 

 Confirmation is open to adults and students      
 10th grade or higher 

 

 Classes held Sunday mornings from 9:15-10:15   

            at St. John’s Lutheran 

 

 Six Weeks starting Sunday, April 3rd 

 

Contact Fr. Joe at 861-6020    or    
joe@trinitybakersfield.com 

 

    May 22nd  - Confirmation with Bishop Menees 

Contact Fr. Joe for more information 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Total Pledged: $2,734,942 
 

Total Collected (as of 3/31/16): $1,360,907 
 
Construction has started on Phase One, which con-
sists of the Learning Center, Fellowship Center, and 
Site Development.  We anticipate construction con-
cluding by early March 2017. 

Trinity Family  Ministry 

  Growing Together in Christ         

                Sunday  School 

        on the Campus of St. John’s 
Pre-K—8th    

Meet  in the Sanctuary and then  
    process  to class after the prayer  

                                        of blessing. 

 

Youth Group - Sundays:  5:30-7:00 pm 

5/1   Youth Group 
5/8   No Youth Group (Mother’s Day) 

5/15   Youth Group 

5/22   End-of-Year Party 
5/29   No Youth Group 

  

Does Praying Make a Difference? 
 
 
Does praying actually make any differ-
ence? We could answer—out of a simple 
desire to encourage more praying—with 
an easy ‘Yes’, but that would be to avoid 
the central difficulty. When we pause to 
reflect carefully on this question, we real-
ize that it is quite a difficult question to 
answer. The difficulty is this: God is sov-
ereign over all; He is working out His 
own sovereign will according to His good purposes: if 
our prayers make a difference to God’s will, how can He 
still be truly sovereign? 
 
One answer (which has more than a grain of truth) is that 
prayer doesn’t necessarily change God; it changes us. 
Prayer, in other words, doesn’t alter God’s will; it brings 
our wills more in line with His. We can make our peti-
tions to God; we can make our desires known. But we 
are, at the end of the day, praying to be shaped by our 
prayers, not to do the shaping. When we find that God 
has answered our prayers, this means that we have found 
our way to praying in line with God’s will, which itself is 
a sign of God’s Spirit at work within us. There is much to 
be said for this view. For one thing, Jesus himself prayed 
in this manner in the Garden of Gethsemane. After re-
questing for the cup (i.e. his impending death on the 
cross) to pass from him, he resolves his prayer with the 
address to his Father, “Not my will but yours be 
done” (Matthew 26:39).  
 
Nevertheless, we can go a bit deeper. Scripture calls us 
“kings” and tells us that we will “reign on the 
earth” (Revelation 5:10). Likewise, Scripture tells us that 
we have been “seated us with [Christ] in the heavenly 
realms” (Ephesians 2:6). This is astounding when we re-
member that the heavenly seat represents God’s sover-
eign rule over his creation. The message is that God is 
sovereign; He reigns, but He does not choose to reign 
without us. Karl Barth expresses the mystery well: “The 
Christian stands on the side of God—not by himself but 
in Christ. In Christ he has a say in the decisions which are 
made…Where the Christian believes, prays, and obeys…
there we find the heart of God at work, there we  find 
ourselves at the seat of power and government which 
gives meaning to world history.” 
 
Does praying make a difference? Yes, because it is 
through our prayers that God works out his sovereign 
purposes in the world. 
 
Blessings, 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 

The next service of Baptism is scheduled 
for Sunday, May 15th.  If you or someone 
you know would like to be baptized, or if 

you have any questions, please call Fr. Karl. 



 

 

  Andrew Chaffee 
 Aria Poon 
 Ed Taylor 
 
  Kresten Carroll 
 
  Chris Hoss 
 
  Stana Bright 
 Lisa Thomas 
 
  Roman De Dios 
 
  Jeff Roberts 
 
  Milton Pope 
 Chris Webber 
 
  Ann Lingo 
 Lauren Savage 
 
 Elsie Bergman 
 Bette Clark 
 

 Ken Bomar 
 Jack Salter 

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

 Benita Chase 
 
 Cindy Bomar 
 Roxanne Starbuck 
 
 Bryan Oberg 
 
 Grace Franco 
 
 Maxine Chesney 
 Stephanie Faulk 
 
 Steven Brown 
 Edwin Camp 
 Mira Landucci 
 
 Fred Kotowske 
 
 Mike Chase 
 Patty Page 
 
 Thomas Smith 
 
 Elijah Gatza 
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In The Parish Family 

Our Sympathy to … 

  

 The family of Lucile Nowlin, who died on  
 April 7th. 

  
Congratulations to … 

 

 Garrett Ming and to the family of Ray  
 Dezember. Garret & Ray will both be honored  
 at the  Warren Carter Servant Leadership  
 Award Breakfast  on May 19. 
 

Thank you to … 
 

 Mark & Juliet Smith for hosting the 
  Men’s BBQ on April 16th. 
 
 We would like to thank everyone for your  
 prayers and cards during this time of mourning 
 for our mother, Dorothy Gibson.  It’s times like 
 this we find great comfort in our Church  
 Family. 
        With sincere and heartfelt thanks, 
                                    Dennis & Debbie Gibson  

PENTECOST 
 
Pentecost is May 15th.  Traditionally, we at Trinity 
wear something RED to church that day.  So go 
through your closets and find some RED clothing and 
wait and see how spectacular we all look in a sea of 
RED. 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

 
 

Beginning Memorial Day Weekend, 
our church office will close at noon 
on Fridays.  Monday through Thurs-
day we will remain opened until 4 
p.m.  These hours will continue until 
Labor Day Weekend. 

KERN DEANERY PRAYER GATHERING 

Praying for the City We Love 
 

 

 

 

 

When: Wednesday, May 18, 12:15—12:45 p.m. 

What: We will be led in prayer for the life of our city and county 

Where: Gather at First Presbyterian Church Parking Lot at  

 12:15 p.m.  We will then walk to Liberty Bell in front of 

 the County Courthouse Building to pray. 



 

 

TWO TRINITY PARISHIONERS TO BE HONORED !!! 
 
The 5th annual Warren Carter Servant Leadership Award Breakfast will honor two of Trinity’s own – Gar-
rett Ming and Ray Dezember (posthumously).  The breakfast will be at Stockdale Country Club on Thursday, 
May 19.  

 

Sponsored by Kern Leadership Alliance – a collaboration of most local churches – it recognizes those in our com-
munity who, like Warren Carter during his lifetime, are best described as “servant leaders.”   This important role 
is characterized in Mark 10: 45 when Jesus says:  

 

For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve . . . 

 

The physical award is a replica of a (much larger) statue of Jesus washing the feet of His disciple.  Servant leaders 
typically stay out of the spotlight yet they do the Lord’s work very effectively in multiple ministries and venues.  
Lots of “arm twisting” is needed simply to convince the nominee to accept this honor.   That’s the nature of a 
servant leader – and Garrett is no exception.  

 

Garrett has an extensive list of leadership roles in our church, our faith community, and our community in gen-
eral.  Most of these responsibilities he accepted are roles of which many of us are no doubt unaware.  For exam-
ple: 

 

 At Trinity Anglican, Garrett currently oversees and leads our parish neighborhood small discipleship 
groups.  He helps facilitate Fr. Karl’s outstanding plan to coordinate Sunday sermons with the bible studies of 
Trinity’s small groups.  He served earlier as Trinity’s (then St. Paul’s) Senior Warden – plus many other leader-
ship capacities. 

 In our faith community, Garrett has been general chairman of our Bakersfield Prayer Breakfast for the 
past two years.  This local event is the largest of its kind in the US except for the National Prayer Breakfast in 
Washington DC. 
 

 In our general community, Garrett has served as president or board chairman of our Chamber of 
Commerce, Kern Community Foundation, Stockdale Country Club, and our local chapter of the American 
Lung Association – to name but a few! 

 

The other recipients of this award will be Fred and Jeri Kloepper who volunteer at The Hope Center.   

 

Last year’s recipients were Coach Jim White of McFarland High School on which the movie, McFarland USA 
was based – with Kevin Costner playing the role of Coach White – and Janis Lockard who has led a community 
prayer ministry for many years.  

 

A very special recognition of another great yet very modest servant leader, Ray Dezember, will be awarded 
posthumously.  Ray’s service in leadership roles – most “behind the scenes” – in Bakersfield is legend.  A long-
time “8 o’clocker” at Trinity, his personal leadership as well as his altruism in our community have been without 
peer.  As CEO of a local independent bank and ultimately a board member of Wells Fargo Bank plus the Federal 
Reserve District boards in both Los Angeles and San Francisco are unprecedented in our community.  

 

Many of us from Trinity will be in attendance to honor both Garrett and Ray.  You may want to do so also.  Each 
seat at one of Trinity’s tables will cost $156 as this event is a fund raiser for KLA.   Tara, in our church office, has 
full information should you be interested in attending. 
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TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
 

April 3rd  195  April 17th        210 
April 10th 213  April 24th 200 

 

Giving 

     Year-to-Date 
                Actual      Budget          Actual        Budget      
Income   $44,935   $50,000         $136,854  $145,000 
Expense $44,081   $48,654         $130,992  $142,361 
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By the Grace of God 
The Right Reverend Eric V. Menees 

V Bishop of San Joaquin 
will ordain 

 

Ron Christolear 
 

to the Sacred Order of Deacons 
in Christ’s One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church 

 
Tuesday, May 3, 2016 

6:30 p.m. 
St. John’s Sanctuary 

Light Reception to Follow      

Parish BBQ 
 

Sunday, June 12th  
at noon at  

Yokut’s Park 
 

All are invited! 
 

 

 

Tickets go on sale on May 22nd.   
You may buy them on Sundays, after church, or 

during the week in the church office. 
 

Cost: 
 

11 and older = $5.00 
3 to 10 years old = $2.50 

Under 3 years = free 

IMPORTANT  SCHEDULE 

CHANGE FOR 
Bishop’s Visitation & Confirmation 

 
8 a.m.  Holy Eucharist (Conference Room) 
9:30-10:15 Bible Study (JH Room) 

11:30  Holy Eucharist and Confirmation 
 

Due to a St. John’s event on May 22, our second  
service is meeting at 11:30 instead of 10:30.  We are 

sorry for the inconvenience. 

Friday May 13—Sunday May 15 

Click here for more information 

 

THE ANGLICAN WAY 
 

Starting on Sunday, June 5, we will be offering a 

course called The Anglican Way.  This is part of a 
Doctor of Ministry program for Fr. Karl, and he will 
be evaluating the effectiveness of Sunday Eucharist 
and the Daily Office in spiritual growth. 
 

The Classes will meet on Sunday mornings from 
9:15-10:15 in the Junior High building from June 
5 to July 3.  Classes will explore the content and 
shape of the Sunday Eucharist and the Daily Offices 
of Morning and Evening Prayer.  Topics like: 

 What does it say and mean?  
 What is the theology behind it?   
 Why is it in the order we find it?   
 Why do we sit, stand, kneel, bow, and cross 

ourselves?   
 Much more! 

 

As a part of Fr. Karl’s evaluation, people will be 
asked to consider committing to the five week class, 
the practice of Sunday Eucharist and the Daily Of-
fice, and voluntarily participating in a confidential 
survey before and after the course. 

Click here for more information 

http://storage.cloversites.com/stpaulsanglicanparish/documents/Loving%20Jesus%20Womens%20Event_Brouchure_032416.pdf
http://trinitybakersfield.com/#/growing-in-christ


 

 

   

The Messenger 

Trinity Anglican Church 
5100 California Avenue 

Suite 108 
Bakersfield  CA  93309 

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Rev. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

5100 California Avenue #108 

Bakersfield  CA  93309 
 

661-861-6020 Office 

661-861-6026 Fax 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 
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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sunday Morning 

at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

5100 California Avenue 

Suite 108 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Mike Young Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson Jr. Warden 

Ed Taylor Treasurer 
Anne Giles Clerk 

Steve McCalley 

Guy Lingo 

Jeff Mendoza 

Chad Savage 

Olga See 

Mark Smith 

Priscilla Beck 

Steven Brown 

Phil Lamirand 


