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Growing as Disciples of Jesus Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Outreach 

THE LIFE CHANGING INVITATION OF HOLY WEEK 
 
Holy Week - the week that leads into Easter – is coming!  During this week, we remem-
ber the life-changing events of the last week of Jesus’ earthly life through special  
church services.  These powerful and moving services help us fix our eyes on Jesus and 
His gift of Himself for our salvation.  Many people, both old and new to the Anglican 
heritage, have yet to experience the power of Holy Week. 
 
With the hope of piquing your interest, here’s what the services of Holy Week are all 
about. 
 
Palm Sunday (March 25) begins the week.  The service begins with the Palm Procession as we recall Je-
sus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.  He was received with shouts of “Hosanna!” but within days was betrayed 
by one of His own disciples.  The service shifts suddenly and dramatically as we hear the extended reading of 
the account of Jesus’ Passion.  A service that begins in great joy ends with somber note of Jesus’ suffering. 
 
The next service is Maundy Thursday (Thursday, March 29, 7pm).  This service begins the Tr iduum, a 
single service spread over three days.  With this service, we remember the Mandatum (mandate) given to the 
Church to love one another and to celebrate Holy Communion in remembrance of Jesus.  The service begins 
like a typical service, but then shifts.  Just as Jesus gave the Church the gift of communion and then washed 
His disciples’ feet, our service will include a foot washing and a special communion with unleavened bread 
instead of communion wafers.  After communion, the lights will start to darken and the altar will be “stripped” 
as everything is removed from the altar area, symbolizing Jesus betrayal and impending death.  The last thing 
removed from the altar area is the reserve sacrament – Jesus’ presence is removed.  The service concludes in 
silence without a dismissal because it is not over, but will continue the next day. 
 
Good Friday (Friday, March 30, 12pm) remembers the death of our Savior.  This service picks up where 
Thursday evening left off.  The Cross is born into our midst and we hear, again, the extended reading of the 
Passion of our Lord.  After hearing God’s Word, we spend time in devotion at the Cross through music and 
prayer.  There is no communion on this day because Jesus has died – He is gone.  The service ends with the 
solemn tolling of the bell and silence because, again, the service is not over, but will continue the next day. 
 
The final service of the Triduum is the Great Vigil of Easter (Saturday, March 31, 7pm).  This is one of 
the most ancient liturgies still used in the Church.  It begins in a darkened sanctuary, mimicking the tomb of 
death.  The paschal candle, symbolizing the light of Christ, processes through our midst and takes its place as 
we hear the haunting and ancient hymn, the Exultet, and several readings from the Old Testament hinting at a 
coming salvation.  Suddenly, the light of Christ will burst forth in resurrection power and glory, and as the 
darkness of sin and death are dispelled we begin the celebration of Easter.  The service continues with the 
proclamation of the good news of Jesus and with the joyful celebration of Holy Communion.  As the service 
ends, we are dismissed in joy to take the good news to the world.  The Triduum has come to a close. 
 
I encourage you to respond to the yearly invitation to participate in the services of Holy Week.  As we partici-
pate, we are not only reminded of the life-changing events by which Jesus secured our salvation, but we find 
the participation in the drama of the services themselves to be life changing!      
 
          Yours in Christ, 
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On Meditation 
 

The Confessing Church was formed in 1934 as a faithful alternative to the compromised Ger-
man national church under Hitler’s Third Reich. The Confessing Church called upon Dietrich 
Bonhoeffer to establish a seminary for the training of young pastors for ministry in the newly 
formed church. Among their other responsibilities, learn Old Testament, New Testament, The-
ology and other disciplines normally associated with seminary training, the seminarians were 
required to spend a half hour each morning in silent meditation on a text from Scripture. It may 
be of significant comfort to some of you—it certainly is to me—to know that this discipline 
severely stretched these devoted young seminarians, who thought they were coming to semi-
nary to do something easy, like theology! But they had no idea how to fill half an hour with an-
ything close to meaningful meditation. David Gracie comments, “Some went to sleep, some 
daydreamed, others worked on sermons.” We can relate. We desire to have a deep and rich con-
templative life, but we don’t know how.  

 

Bonhoeffer wrote a little work “On Meditation,” that guided the young seminarians through the basics of meditating 
on Scripture. If you’re interested you can find this piece in the volume Meditating on the Word. He opens his work 
with a question and an answer: 

 

Why do I meditate? 

 

Because I am a Christian. Therefore, every day in which I do not penetrate more deeply into the knowledge 
of God’s Word in Holy Scripture is a day lost for me. I can only move forward with certainty upon the firm 
ground of the Word of God. And, as a Christian, I learn to know the Holy Scripture in no other way than by 
hearing the Word preached and by prayerful meditation. 

 

Is this what you want from your life of prayer and study of Scripture—moving through life on the unshakeable 
ground of God’s life-giving Word? Bonhoeffer suggests later on in his little booklet that it takes practice to develop 
this kind of firm foundation on the Word of God. But even in the quote above, he indicates the simple practices that 
help us get there: “hearing the Word preached” and “prayerful meditation.”  Often we find that we gain a great deal 
from “the Word preached,” but we are at a loss when it comes to the “prayerful meditation” part. 

 

I encourage you to participate in the Lenten Quiet Day on Saturday, March 17th. This event will fall somewhere be-
tween the Word preached and personal mediation. You will be given food for meditation in a series of talks. Then 
you’ll have time to develop your personal listening skills in silent meditation. It is a great way to grow deeper in the 
life of prayerful meditation. 
 
Blessings, 
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TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 

 

 

February 4th 181 February 18th 195 
February 11th 191 February 25th 178 
 

Financial 
January 2018  Month Year-to-date 
Operating Income  $40,700 $40,700 
Normal Operating Expense $46,462 $46,462 
Building Debt Payment $16,976 $16,976 

  Total Pledged:  $2,714,842 
 

Total Collected:  $2,760,346 

ARE YOU IN A SMALL GROUP? 
 

We believe that followers of Jesus grow best in fellowship and com-
munity with other disciples where we can help one another grow and 
can discern how God is working in one another’s lives (Eph. 4:16).  
That’s why Small Groups are at the heart of how we grow here at Trin-
ity!  Each year we engage in three sermon-based small group series 
(Epiphany/Winter, Easter/Spring, and Late Pentecost/Fall).  The six-
week Easter series will kick off the week of Sunday, April 8 and run 
through the week of Sunday, May 13.  The series will coordinate with 
the upcoming Ages to Ages II capital campaign and focus on 7 Keys to 
Open-Handed Living in a Tight-Fisted World. 

 
What kind of time commitment do I make to a group? 

We are mindful that we live in a busy culture and that certain times of year, like the holiday season, are particu-
larly busy.  Small groups meet for three series each year, varying in length from five to eight weeks, depending 
on the calendar.   

 

What if I join a group that doesn’t “fit” with me? 
Because we are convinced that we grow best in fellowship with one another, it is important to find the right 
group for you.  We ask people to commit to their group for the length of the series.  At the end of the series, 
people are free to continue with that group, try another group, or take a break until a later series. 

 

How do I join a group? 
That’s the easiest part! You can fill out the small group registration form on our website (http://
trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/join-a-small-group), call the church office (665-7713), or get in 
touch directly with our small group coordinator Priscilla Beck (pjbeck@flash.net). 

Small Groups 

Growing together through  
fellowship and learning 

A SMALL GROUP STUDY  
FOR EASTER 

 
We live in a culture where challenges can make people 
fearful and tight-fisted, but we serve a God who is far 

greater than we can imagine!  As we surrender the whole 
of our lives to God, we will find our lives beautifully trans-

formed to the kind of open-handed generosity that gives 
us great joy and changes the world for the glory of God. 
 

Click Here to Join a Group Now! 
April 8—May 13 

 

 

http://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/join-a-small-group
http://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/join-a-small-group
http://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/join-a-small-group


 

 

In The Parish Family 
    

   

 In Sympathy for … 

 

Roger & Nancy Grist on the death of her father, Richard Rutherford, a long-time member who died on February 
16th.  
 

 Thank you  

 

I love how caring my church family is!  Thank you for the lovely flowers I received in thoughtful   memory of my 
brother.  I was genuinely touched and surprised.  I count my blessings to be a part of  such a giving church.   
              ~ Jo Ellen Holt  
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OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

MARCH  BIRTHDAYS 

 Helen Kotowske 
 

 Jeff Mendoza 
 

 Carolyn Foutch 
 Myron Lewis 
 

 Chris Olofson 
 

 Sharon Mendoza 
 Ken Miller 
 Reagan Williams 
 

 Jane Kleindienst 

 

 Linda Lamirand 
 

 Phyllis Herrick 
 

 Emma Steward 
 

 Marlene Watson 
 

 Patti Taylor 
 

 Mike Young 
 

 Ken Owen 
 Patty Smale 

 

 Josh Lewis 
 Emma Young 
 

 Debbie Gibson 
 

 Reginald Bogie 
 Guy Lingo 
 

 Cecile Bagwell 
 

 Liam Powers 

If you notice a missing birthday, please 
call Tara in the church office at 665-7713. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Paul Wagner      Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson      Jr. Warden 
Kaye Camp  Clerk 

Priscilla Beck 

Steven Brown 

Phil Lamirand 

Larry Bright 

Jerry Starr 

Lynne Hall 

Paul Hancock 

Liz Kinney 

Chris Thomas 
 

 

Ed Taylor     Treasurer 

 

 

 

GET READY FOR EASTER DAY 
 
Come join us on Saturday, March 24, from 9am—12pm as we get ready 

for Easter!  We will be “spiffing up” the campus by making sure everything 
looks great and we will be canvassing the our neighborhoods with flyers to 
invite folks to join us for Easter activities.  It’s a great way to serve the 
church family and our neighbors, and a great way to make some new friends! 


