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                          A MOMENTOUS MARCH 
 
It is hard to believe that these nearly four years in the wilderness are rapidly coming to a close.  In 
the next four to six weeks, we are going to see big changes in the life of our church family as we 
move in to our new home at Campus Park and Buena Vista.  We don’t know exactly when construc-
tion will be completed, so the timing is still “fluid.”   As the project is coming to a close, what will 
be going on? 
 
 In the first days of March, PG&E is scheduled to turn on our power.  Once that is done, we will be able to conduct 

the testing and inspections necessary for the city to sign off on the project.  PG&E will also be removing the power 
poles along Campus Park.   

 
 On Saturday March 4th, beginning at 9 a.m., we will have our landscape planting event.  In order to minimize 

costs, we have planned to use church volunteers to physically plant landscape materials.  A team will stage the 
plants, and volunteers will work in teams to get them in the ground.  Bring your shovels, spades, rakes, wheelbar-
rows, wagons and other equipment and come join us.  Many hands make light work!  The Belcourt developer is 
planning to join us with a team of volunteers, and we might even see some other Anglicans from around town.  
Water and lunch will be provided.     

 
 Once we have a certificate of occupancy, we will begin setting up spaces so that we can conduct worship and Sun-

day School, as well as weekday business.  In this time, we will obtain needed furniture and equipment for the Sun-
day School, nursery, kitchen, and worship space.  This will take a little while to accomplish, but once we know 
when our first Sunday in the new facility will be, we will alert the congregation.  Please be sure to keep your eyes 
open for mail, email, and text announcements.  The best way to know when our last Sunday in the St. John’s gym 
will be, though, is to make sure you are in services!   

 
 Our second service time will change back to 10 a.m.  In our time in the wilderness, our second service has been 

scheduled to work around our host congregation.  It has always been our intention to return to a 10 a.m. start time 
for our second service.  The 8 a.m. service will remain the same.   

 
 During our first several weeks in the facility, we will continue to fine-tune how we use the spaces.  Rather than try 

to have everything perfect on the first day, we see the wisdom in learning as we use the space.  Ultimately, we will 
have a new altar, an altar platform, and an altar rail from which to receive Communion.   
 
 At some point in March, we hope to have our offices moved to the new campus.  We 
are currently completing a temporary office building permit process with the city.  We 
had expected to put the office in the east end of the parking lot, but due to city regula-
tions, it will have to be located in the area where the entrance to the Sanctuary (when 
built) will be located.  The office building will have a conference room and ADA ramp 
access.   
 
 When all this is done, we will have a new address and phone number.  While we have 
been blessed to keep our old phone number, it is not available in our new area.  We will 
have a conversion period for people to get used to the new number.  Once the phone lines 
have been activated, we will let the congregation know.  Our new address will be 11300 
Campus Park Drive. 

                           Continued on the next page... 
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...Fr. Karl’s article continued  

 

 Our first Sunday in the new facility will be a tremendous celebration!  If you’ve ever counted all the days in the 
season of Lent, you already know that, technically, Sundays don’t count.  So don’t be surprised when that first 
Sunday in our new home doesn’t feel particularly Lenten!  We are tentatively planning to have a single service 
on that day so that we can all come together as a family.  We won’t give away all the details of the service, but 
we can say that just as the last thing we did as we left downtown was take the presence of Christ in the reserve 
sacrament with us, so the first thing we will do is bring Christ into our new home!  

 

 Down the road, we will have a “Grand Opening” for the public.  This will be the time that we invite the commu-
nity, and in particular St. John’s and Olive Drive Church, to celebrate with us.  By then, we will be able to intro-
duce the community to our Trinity Preschool and Preschool Director.   

 

We have great and exciting things in store, and to be honest, we have only just begun!  Our new church campus is 
not the end of the road, but the beginning of a new and exciting one!  I wish we had a definite schedule in hand, but, 
as that just isn’t how these things work, I ask that you keep your eyes and ears open for the news as it breaks.  We 
will do our very best to keep everyone in the loop, and we beg your patience and assistance in the same.   
           

          Yours in Christ,   

“To the Desert,” Says the Church 
 

 “Why should men love the Church? Why should they love her laws? 

 She tells them of Life and Death, and of all that they would forget. 

 She is tender where they would be hard, and hard where they like to be soft. 

 She tells them of Evil and Sin, and other unpleasant facts. 

 They constantly try to escape 

 From the darkness outside and within 

  By dreaming of systems so perfect that no one will need to be good. 

  But the man that is will shadow 

  The man that pretends to be.” 

         —T.S. Eliot, Choruses from the Rock 
 

It was the Spirit of God who drove Jesus into the desert for his forty day fast among the wild animals where he wres-
tled with the Tempter (Mark 1:12). I take the reference to the Holy Spirit to mean that God wanted Jesus to go 
through the difficulties of the desert. It is in the same Spirit that the Church commands her members to enter into the 
desert of Lenten disciplines. In other words, the Church is giving voice to the will of God when she issues the diffi-
cult command to fast and reflect on unpleasant facts like Life and Death, and Evil and Sin, and the unmanageable 
darkness within us. This command to keep Lent falls into the category of “it feels bad but is good for us.”  
 

Popular preacher Joel Osteen says that God wants us to have “our best life now.” I am not sure that the ever-cheerful 
Osteen has properly grasped that God’s best for us includes fasting, self-discipline, self-denial, and a painfully hon-
est acknowledgment of our sin and mortality—in a word, Lent. Starting Ash Wednesday, Lent is God’s best for us.  
 

Among other things, Lent is a time to stop pretending that we have it all together. As T.S. Eliot puts it, “But the man 
that is will shadow/ The man that pretends to be.” In other words, the sinful people that we are will shadow, and 
eventually catch up with, the sinless people we pretend to be. Lent is a time to acknowledge this and allow God to do 
something about it. Lent is a hard time, but it’s where God wants us. 
 

Here are some tips for keeping a holy Lent: 
Commit yourself to some form of discipline that involves both giving something up and taking something on. 
Do not commit yourself to a form of discipline that you know you can’t keep. Keep it manageable and reasona-

ble. There is no need to add discouragement to guilt! 
Do not treat outward discipline as a substitute for inward examination. Outward discipline (e.g. giving up sugar) 

is a means to inward examination. 
 
Blessings, 
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In The Parish Family 
With sympathy to … 
 

  Mary Wakefield and her family on the death of her husband, Hank, who died on February 18th. 
 

  the family of long-time member, Helen Rogers, who died on February 6th, in Oregon.  
 

  the family of Louis Fork, who recently died. 
   

  the family of Bob Hanson, who died February 24th. 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
 
Feb. 5th  192  Feb. 19th 181 
Feb/ 12th 190  Feb. 26th 190 
 

Giving 

     Year-to-Date 
January        Actual      Budget        Actual        Budget      
Income     $48,263   $47,500     $48,263     $47,500 
Expense   $43,697    $44,693     $43,697      $44,693 

YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS  
CALENDAR 

 

March 

    
 March 6th Regular Meeting 
 March 12th Regular Meeting 
 March 19th Regular Meeting 
 March 26th Regular Meeting 

Youth Group is on Sunday evenings from 
5:30 to 7 p.m.  

in the Kidz Connection Building 
 at St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

   Helen Kotowske 
 

   Jeff Mendoza 
 

   Carolyn Foutch 
 Myron Lewis 
 

   Chris Olofson 
 

   Sharon Mendoza 
 Ken Miller 
 Reagan Williams 
 

   Jane Kleindienst 
 Cindy Pinson 

   Linda Lamirand 
 

   Phyllis Herrick 
 

 Suzanne Gray 
 Emma Steward 
 

 Ruth Johnson 
 

 Marlene Watson 
 

 Patti Taylor 
 

 Mike Young 
 

MARCH  BIRTHDAYS 

 Ken Owen 
 Patty Smale 
 

 Josh Lewis 
 Emma Young 
 

 Debbie Gibson 
 

 Reginald Bogie 
 Guy Lingo 
 

 Cecile Bagwell 
 

 Liam Powers  

LANDSCAPE  PLANTING 
March 4th  at 9 a.m. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We need your help! 
Bring shovels, trowels, spades, rakes, wheel 
barrows, wagons, or any of your gardening 
tools.  We need many hands to help get our 
new property looking great! 
 

WANTED 
 

As our move to the new buildings approaches, we are 
in search of some items.  If you have any of the fol-
lowing and would be willing to donate them to the 
Church, please contact the office. 
 

Vacuum cleaner 
Web camera 
Bookshelves 
File cabinets 
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 Total Pledged:    $2,714,692 
 Total Collected:  $2,090,236.39 
 
 
 
 

Construction is rapidly coming to a close!  Flooring is being completed, stainless steel is being installed in 
the kitchen, and light poles are being put in place.  On March 4th, the congregation is invited to participate 
in landscape planting (see ad in this month’s Messenger).  By mid-March, we expect the temporary office 
to be in place on the campus.  It looks like we should be in the facility by the end of the month! 

LENT AT TRINITY 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 
Due to scheduling issues, we will offer only one service of  

Imposition of Ashes and Holy Communion. 
 

Wednesday, March 1st  
7:00 P.M.  

St. John’s Gym 
 

 
SOUP SUPPERS POSTPONED 

 
With the increased activity associated with the upcoming move to our new facilities, the 
Lenten Soup Suppers have been postponed so as not to overburden the calendar or our 

volunteers.  We encourage Small Groups to consider meeting during Lent for a meal and 
Compline, and to consider a group outreach project.   

Looking down  a walkway to the Sunday School 
building. 

A view from the Sunday School lobby toward the 
Fellowship Hall. 
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OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

5100 California Avenue #108 

Bakersfield  CA  93309 
 

661-861-6020 Office 

661-861-6026 Fax 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sunday Morning 

at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

5100 California Avenue 

Suite 108 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Mark Smith      Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson      Jr. Warden 

Guy Lingo 

Jeff Mendoza 

Olga See 

Priscilla Beck 

Steven Brown 

Phil Lamirand 

Larry Bright 

Kaye Camp 

Harley Pinson 

Jerry Starr 
 

Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
Anne Giles     Clerk 

The cabinets in the Youth Room. Bathroom sinks. 

Working on the Fellowship Hall floor. The kitchen is coming together. Looking toward the 
hood for the cooking equipment. 


