
 

 

 

The Power of True Unity 
That they may all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also 

may be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me  John 17:21 
 
If you knew that you had just hours to live, what would you pray for? 
 
I have always been struck that Jesus, on the night that He was betrayed, knowing that 
His earthly life coming to a close, prayed for His followers.  He prayed for their protec-
tion, their joy, and their mission.  In the midst of that prayer, a key component of His 
missionary strategy was revealed:  unity.  “That they may all be one…so that the world 
may believe.” 
 
True unity is powerful! 
 
We are accustomed to thinking of unity in terms of what we can agree upon with others.  But Jesus is refer-
ring to something much deeper here.  “May they all be one, just as you, Father, are in me, and I in you, that 
they also may be in us.”  Jesus is praying that His followers be one just as He and the Father are one.  Theirs 
is a unity of will and love, a unity of shared life, of two made one.  This is the unity Jesus desires for us: to 
share in the very life of love of the Godhead.   
 
When we live in that kind of loving unity with the Father, through the Son, it will show itself in our unity 
with fellow disciples.  In other words, as we all live rightly with God, the Church will be united in His life, 
and when the Church is united in that way, the world will see the life of God in our midst and come to be-
lieve!  This is true unity.   
 
What a powerful and unworldly missionary strategy!  The question, though, is how to cultivate that kind of 
unity.  
 
It begins by casting our eyes not on self or neighbor, but on God.  True unity comes from fostering our rela-
tionship with God by loving Him with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  As we respond to God’s love 
for us, we will pursue Him by seeking to live in trusting obedience.  This, in turn, will produce deep love, joy, 
and peace in our own lives – both toward God and toward our neighbor. 
 
Love of neighbor, though, is not primarily about feeling warm and fuzzy feelings for those around us.  It is 
about choosing to serve those around us in a way that promotes God’s best for their lives.  This love is meant 
to be particularly evident in the family of the Church.  This love is not content to merely avoid wronging a 
brother or sister, but seeks to actively bless and build those around us according to God’s will for them.   
 
So what does that look like in everyday life?  Treating people rightly.  Looking for ways to “outdo one anoth-
er in love.”  Being patient, kind, and gentle.  Listening more and speaking less.  Visiting the lonely and bring-
ing hope to the broken and discouraged.  Praying for one another to grow and prosper in the Lord.  The list 
goes on and on. 
 
When the family of the Church manifests this kind of love, the world takes notice not just of our true and lov-
ing unity, but of Jesus.   
        Yours in Christ, 
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Four Things I’ve Learned in Four Years of Ministry  
 
This June marks my fourth year in ordained ministry and my fourth year in serving Trinity Anglican 
Church.  The past four years have not been unexciting. To give but one example, our worship ser-
vices have moved through Bakersfield like the tabernacle moved through Sinai desert—from Olive 
Drive to the sanctuary at St. John’s, from the sanctuary to the gymnasium at St. John’s, from there to 
our fellowship hall at our new home.  
 

Of my four years with Trinity, only one, this last year, has qualified for the term “normal” ordained 
ministry (and I hesitate to call it that). The last year alone has allowed me to work and worship, to 
run Youth Group, Sunday School and Adult Education classes—all in the same location.  
 

I’m certainly not complaining. Rather, the whole thing has been somewhat of an adventure. And no one has defined 
that better than Bilbo Baggins in J.R.R. Tolkien’s The Lord of the Rings: “It's a dangerous business, Frodo, going out 
your door. You step onto the road, and if you don't keep your feet, there's no knowing where you might be swept off 
to.”  
 

I’m exceedingly glad that I didn’t keep my feet at the end of seminary and go directly back to the Diocese of South 
Carolina, as I myself expected to do. Rather, I got swept off to my ancestral lands to serve the congregation that had 
nurtured me in my youth.  
 

It’s not without sorrow that I’m being swept off yet again in an unanticipated direction. I’ll write more about that in the 
next Messenger article. But for now, I simply want to highlight a few of the things I’ve learned about the pastoral min-
istry in your midst.  
 

 Prayer is powerful. It’s not that I didn’t know this before. I never took the dim view of prayer that it’s 
 merely telling God things he already knew. But I realize now, on a gut level, that ministry soaked in prayer is 
 powerful with God’s strength, and ministry that isn’t is only as good as my own competence.  

 

 Scripture is powerful. Again, I knew this before, but I know it better now. Scripture is not an inert word 
 that must be activated by the reader. I have seen over and over again how the Word of God rises up, hovers 
 over, and orders human lives of Its own volition (to use Ephraim Radner’s terms).  

 

 The Body of Christ is powerful. Many in the pastoral ministry struggle with the tendency to try to do 
 things all alone. It makes us feel important and worth our paycheck. I’ve learned—the hard way—that the pas-
 toral ministry is all about unleashing the members of the community to use their God-given gifts. When that 
 happens, the body of Christ is powerful.  

 

 Fellowship is powerful. At the end of the day there is something to be said for spending time with the 
 church  family without an agenda. My goodness, this is what I’ll miss most. 
 
 In Christ’s Love,  

 
SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL ACTIVITIES 

 
Beginning on June 3rd, we will have many 
activities for our children each Sunday.  The 
children will meet at their regular time at the 
10 a.m. service and will leave, as usual, for 
their fun activities.  
 

 All children are welcome! 

 



 

 

On Sunday, May 6, we made our commitments to our Ages to Ages II Capital Campaign.  The two primary goals 
of the campaign were to continue moving toward the Sanctuary by securing funding to build the Administration 
Building and reducing construction debt from the first phase of building.  The campaign was bathed in prayer, and 
thanks to the faithful generosity of God’s people, the campaign commitment is currently $1,803,606!  Com-
mitment cards are still being collected and we anticipate this number to keep growing.   
 
While the following information was addressed during the campaign, these questions have been recently asked, so 
we thought it would be helpful to address them again. 
 
THE NEED FOR THE ADMINSTRATION BUILDING 

 

As noted in the campaign, the need for the Administration Building is three-fold: we believe it is prudent to have 
administration onsite, especially with the preschool; the city has become more strict with time limits on temporary 
buildings and can require removal in Spring 2019; the temporary building is literally sitting in what will be the 
entrance to the Sanctuary.  Also noted in the campaign, in order to move forward in ministry and mission effec-
tively, we need to reduce our long-term debt to something more manageable in our operating budget.   
 
THE COST OF THE ADMINSTRATION BUILDING 

 

The projected cost of approximately $1M is an adjusted cost from Colombo Construction based on an actual com-
petitive subcontractor bid from 2016.  The price for construction was adjusted upward because the bid was based 
on being built along with the Christian Education building and the Fellowship Hall.  It is now a smaller project.  
The current design is intentionally compact and measures 3,125 square feet. We are reviewing the plans for poten-
tial cost-saving modifications and we will competitively bid the project again with the hope of lowering the cost.  
It is also worth noting that commercial construction is significantly more expensive than residential construction.  
According to our architect at Klassen Corporation, John Karnes, while residential and commercial structures can 
look similar on the outside, their infrastructure and state building code requirements (HVAC zones, wall supports, 
lighting controls, concrete footings, etc.) are quite different, making the cost of commercial construction higher.  
 
WHAT’S NEXT? 

 

The Board has appointed a finance group to open conversations with the bank regarding how we can move for-
ward toward construction and debt reduction.  We developed construction documents for the Administration 

Building in the first phase of construction, and will be working with our architect, Klassen Corporation, to refine 
those drawings for the permit process.  We will also begin the process of identifying a construction firm and mov-
ing toward the competitive bidding process.   

3 

 



 

 

4 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
 

 
 

May 6th     195  May 20th   191 
May 13th   185  May 27th   196 
 
 

Financial 
 

April 2018   Month      Year-to-date 
 
Operating Income $61,984   $192,513 
Normal Operating Expense $44,958   $180,149 
Building Debt Payment $17,122     $67,735 

OFFICE HOURS 
 
Each summer our church office has different 
hours.  From Memorial Day Weekend 
through Labor Day, we will be closed at 
noon on Fridays. 

Congratulations to Trinity Preschool for a very successful first school year! 
We opened our doors on August 1, 2017. 

 
We are now serving over 70 families.  May 30th will be our last day of school 
and we will have 17 children graduating.  It has been a complete joy to be a part 
of so many amazing families and we are looking forward to serving many chil-
dren this Fall. 

April 28th was Trinity Church’s City Serve 
Event, “Love Your Neighborhood”. Our Mayor, 
Karen Goh, was at the event and it was such an 
honor to meet her.  She congratulated us on our 
successful Preschool.  How exciting!!! 

The adult day care center, ADAKC, had a fun field 
trip to our facility. They enjoyed themselves so much 
while making crafts with our preschoolers.  Our chil-
dren also had a great time.  It is so rewarding to be 
able to open our doors to so many people who are 
just amazing! 

On Friday, May 11th, we invited the mothers 
of our preschoolers for a special Mother’s Day 
Celebration.  We served muffins, donuts, and 
fruit.  It was all so delicious!  Our children and 
teachers were very excited and it was a pleas-
ure to be able to celebrate with some amazing 
moms! 

 

Trinity Preschool is now looking forward 
to offering a fun summer program.  Please 
continue to spread the word about how 
wonderful our school is! 
 
Jennifer, Director 
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OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

 

JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 

   Jennifer Maloney 
 
  Addie Coburn 
 Ken Cooper 
 Kristin Garcia 
 Joy Rose 
 Justin Steward 
 
  Steve Landucci 
 
  Zee Shelton 
 
  Marguerite Biklian 
 Chris Thomas 
 

  Dorothy Fitzgerald 
 
  Kendi Miller 
 
 Gregory Smith 
 Harrison Gauthier-Parker 
 
 Marilyn Brown 
 Jewell Burton 
 
 Grace Smith 
 
 Dennis Gibson 
 
 Don Steward 

 Garrett Ming 
 
 Gigi Fotis-Smith 
 Teddy Hoss 
 
 John Kelly 
 Brad Swanlund 
 
 Mark Smith 
 
 Joseph Beck 
 Eric Dyer 
 
 Mary Kerber 
 John Noland 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Paul Wagner      Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson      Jr. Warden 
Kaye Camp  Clerk 

Priscilla Beck 

Steven Brown 

Phil Lamirand 

Larry Bright 

Jerry Starr 

Lynne Hall 

Paul Hancock 

Liz Kinney 

Chris Thomas 
 

 

Ed Taylor     Treasurer 

 

MEN’S  

BARBEQUE 

June 8th at 6 p.m.  

Home of  

Dennis Mullins 

$10 tickets 

In The Parish Family 
 

In Sympathy for… 
 

the family of Ken Owen, who died on May 20th. 
 
for Roseann Peterson on the recent death of her mother. 

Lawrence Family Farewell  

Dessert Social 

 
Sunday, July 15 

6:30-8:30 p.m. 
 

Mark your calendars now and plan on 

joining us as we say farewell and 

send the Lawrence Family  

forth with our love. 


