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         THREE REASONS PENTECOST MATTERS  
 

I have long maintained that Pentecost is an overlooked Feast in the Christian calendar. We all 
know Christmas and Easter, even All Saints’ Day, but Pentecost is largely underappreciated. 
Yes, it is the “birthday of the Church,” but it is so much more. In fact, I would suggest that 
Jesus’ ministry was aimed at Pentecost. So what does that mean?  
 

Jesus’ cross, His death and resurrection, won for us eternal life. Through the cross we are for-
given, and the gate of eternal life is opened for us. But that isn’t the end of the story! Fifty 
days after the resurrection, at the feast of Pentecost, Jesus poured out the promised Holy Spir-
it upon His followers. The goal of Jesus’ ministry was to pour out the Holy Spirit upon each 
and every one of His followers. His ministry was aimed at Pentecost!  
 

So what is so important about Pentecost?  
 
As always, there is much more to be said, but I would like to suggest three reasons why Pentecost matters so 
much.  
 

First, the Holy Spir it is poured out upon Jesus’ followers in order to empower us for mission. The Church is 
called to make disciples of all nations. We cannot do that in our own strength; we need help. The Holy Spirit, as 
He indwells every believer, empowers us for the task. Jesus told His disciples, “When you are brought before syn-
agogues, rulers and authorities, do not worry about how you will defend yourself or what you will say, for the Ho-
ly Spirit will teach you at that time what you should say.” (Luke 12:11-12). By extension, it seems that the Spirit 

also enables us to be faithful witnesses to Jesus whenever we are called upon to do 
so. The Holy Spirit also works signs and wonders through us. As recorded in the 
Acts of the Apostles, “Everyone was filled with awe, and many wonders and mi-
raculous things were done by the apostles…and the Lord added to their number 
daily those who were being saved” (Acts 2:43,47).  
 

Second, the Holy Spir it produces the love of God in our  midst. As Paul 
taught, “the fruit of the Spirit is love…”(Gal 5:22). That love manifests itself in 
peace, harmony, forgiveness, and unity in the Church, with the result that the 
world may believe that the Father sent Jesus to save the world. (John 17:21-23) 
That love also manifests itself in ministry in the Church. In 1 Corinthians 12-13, 
Paul teaches that “to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the com-
mon good” (12:7) of building up the Church, but that the use of those gifts must 
be motivated by the love poured into us by the Holy Spirit. “Love never fails. But 
where there are prophecies, they will cease; where there are tongues, they will be 
stilled; where there is knowledge, it will pass away…now these three remain: 
faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.” (13:8, 13) The Holy Spirit 
produces that love within us that leads to ministry and blessing in the fellowship 
of the Church.                                                                                   
        Continued on page 2... 
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     More on Science and Faith: The Christian Roots of Scientific Success 
 

On one level it is easy to understand why science and Christianity are commonly thought to be in 
conflict with one another. Science makes historical claims, that is, claims about what actually 
happened in the past. This is especially true of the so-called “historical sciences,” such as cos-
mology or evolutionary biology, which seek to explain how the universe or biological life came 
to be in its present form. The Big Bang theory, for instance, is the historical claim that the ex-
panding universe can be traced back to a singular state of high temperature and density. It is a 
claim, in other words, not about a principle but about an occurrence, an event. Christianity also 
makes claims, not primarily about principles like other religions, but about occurrences or 
events—God created the world; God raised his Son from the dead; etc. Because Christianity and 
science both make similar types of claims—namely historical ones—this creates the possibility 
of conflicting and mutually exclusive claims. This is precisely the situation that the public imagi-

nation considers to be the reality: science and the Christian faith are locked in a battle, and only one winner can 
emerge. I will be writing about how we can thoughtfully and faithfully finesse this zero-sum game in future articles. 
 

For now, I want to point out that a strong case can be made that Christianity is to be thanked for much of the suc-
cess of science. Is it mere coincidence that the scientific method emerged in exactly those parts of the world where 
Christianity has had the longest and the strongest influence? I don’t think so.  
 

John Polkinghorne was a Cambridge Professor of Mathematical Physics who became an Anglican priest. He writes, 
“[Science] came to full flower in its modern form in seventeenth-century Europe. Have you ever wondered why 
that’s so? After all the ancient Greeks were pretty clever and the Chinese achieved a sophisticated culture well be-
fore we Europeans did, yet they didn’t hit on science as we now understand it.” Polkinghorne goes on to suggest 
that Christian beliefs about creation—supposedly the very source of the science/religion tensions—actually provid-
ed the key ingredients for the rise of the scientific method. 
 

Polkinghorne provides four consequences of Christian thinking about creation that helped lead to the flourishing of 
science: 

We expect the world to be orderly, because the Creator is rational and consistent, and not merely arbitrary. This 
expectation encourages scientific investigation. 

The Creator, however, is also free, which means that things are the way they are not because the simply had to 
be that way, but because God decided to make them that way. Therefore, in order to discover the way things 
are, you’ve got to observe and experiment—hence: science. 

Because the world is God’s creation, it is worthy of serious study. 
Because creation is not itself divine (only the Creator is), it is not impious “to prod it and investigate it.” 

 

What is the upshot of all of this? Quite simply: far from being enemies, Christianity is to some extent to be thanked 
for the rise of modern science. Polkinghorne suggests further that we should consider them “friends.”  
 

More on this later. 
 

Third, the Holy Spir it makes us like Jesus. This is perhaps the most impor tant reason of all. If the cross was 
the end of the story, we would be left on our own to struggle to live the life of discipleship. But the goal of Jesus’ 
ministry was to pour out the Holy Spirit upon His followers so that they would enter the process of becoming like 
Him. The fruit of the Spirit, “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, gentleness, and self-control” (Gal 5:22-
23), is nothing less than the character of Jesus within us. “Now the Lord is the Spirit,” Paul wrote,” and where the 
Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, are being trans-
formed into his likeness with ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit” (2 Cor. 3:17-
18). We are in the process of being made like Jesus through the power of the indwelling Spirit ..   

 

                 Yours in Christ, 



 

 

PLEASE NOTE! 
 
We ask that you no longer mail anything 
to the old California Avenue address.  If 
you are using a processing center and they 
are mailing your checks directly to us, 
please inform them of the change of ad-
dress. 

PENTECOST 
 
Pentecost is Sunday, June 4th.  Traditionally, 
we at Trinity wear something RED to church 
that day.  So go through your closets and find 
some RED clothing and wait and see how 
spectacular we all look in a sea of RED. 

Church Family and Friends, 
 
Thank you for all the wonderful donations that have been donated to the new preschool.  Trinity 
Anglican Church will have the best preschool in town!  I am looking forward in meeting you all.  
Here is the list of items we will be needing, if you would like to donate.  (New or Used) 
 

                                                                                          
Balls 
 Books 
 Puzzles 
 Dolls 
 Cars/trucks 
 Animal figures  
 People figures 
 Dinosaurs 
 Learning toys/games (2-6yrs) 
 Crayons/markers/chalk  
 Blocks (hard or soft) 
 Legos (large) 
 Play-doh 
 Play kitchen items (food/pots and pans) 
 Children’s Dress up 
 Craft items 
 Gift cards (target/Walmart/GW) 
 
                              Thank you again! 
                                    Be blessed, 

 
                                                                                                                         Jennifer Coburn 

MEXICO MISSION TRIP 
July 16-21 

You can go. You can pray. You can give. 

Deadline to commit is June 4th! 

  Contact Fr. Joe 

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 
 

A Summer program will be 
offered during the 10AM 
service for PreK through 

3rd Grade. 
 

Want to Volunteer? 
Contact Fr. Joe 
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In The Parish Family 
 

Congratulations to … 
  
  Sharon Giboney on the birth of a new great grandson.  Atlas George Giboney was born on May 3rd. 
 
  Our graduates: Gregory Smith, Mary Swanlund, and Emma Young 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

   Ken Cooper 
 Kristin Garcia 
 Joy Rose 
 Justin Steward 
 
   Steve Landucci 
 
   Gary Hall 
 
   Zee Shelton 
 
   Marguerite Biklian 
 Chris Thomas 
 
   Dorothy Fitzgerald 
 

   Kendi Miller  
 
 Gregory Smith 
 Harrison Gauthier-Parker 
 
 Gerry Yerry 
 
 Marilyn Brown 
 Jewel Burton 
 
 Grace Smith 
 
 Dennis Gibson 
 
 Carolyn Hall 
 

 Don Steward 
 
  Garrett Ming 
 
 Theodore Hoss 
 Gigi Fotis-Smith 
 
 John Kelly 
 Brad Swanlund 
 
 Mark Smith 
 
 Joseph Beck 
 
 Mary Kerber 
 

SENIOR SINGLES 
 
All seniors, who are single, are invited to join 
this special group each month.  We gather for 
lunch and conversation on the first Sunday of 
each month after the 10 a.m. service.  Meet us 
on Sunday, June 4th, after church, at Panera’s 
on Stockdale Highway.  For reservations, call 
Janet Poteete at 872-0842. 

HONORING OUR GRADUATES 
 

We will be honoring our 
graduates on Sunday, June 
4th at the 10 a.m. service.  
Please take the time to  
congratulate: 

          Gregory Smith 
          Mary Swanlund 
          Emma Young 

COMMUNITY CELEBRATION 

SERVICE 

 
Join us on Saturday, July 8th at 10am as 

we invite those who have walked with us in 
our wilderness years to celebrate God’s 

faithful provision as we gather in a festive 
time of worship. 

     
      HOLY BAPTISM 
 
The next Baptism at Trinity Church  

will be held on Sunday, 4th.  
 

If  you or your child would  
like to be baptized,  

please call Fr. Karl at 861-6020. 
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OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Mark Smith      Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson      Jr. Warden 

Guy Lingo 

Jeff Mendoza 

Olga See 

Priscilla Beck 

Steven Brown 

Phil Lamirand 

Larry Bright 

Kaye Camp 

Harley Pinson 

Jerry Starr 
 

Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
Anne Giles     Clerk 

  
   Total Pledged:    $2,714,692    
 

   Total Collected:  $2,160,006 
 
 
We have received our permanent occu-
pancy certificates!  Remediation work on 
the brick continues and should be com-

pleted in mid-June.  The play structure for the Christian Education play area is scheduled to be deliv-
ered and installed in mid-June as well.  The new altar and altar rail are nearing completion and will 
be put in use as soon as they are ready.  Individual kneelers that slide under the chairs are scheduled 
to be delivered around the twelfth of the June.  It is feeling more and more like home! 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 

 

May 7  204  May 21 204 
May 14 212   
 

Giving 

     Year-to-Date 
April         Actual      Budget        Actual        Budget      
Income  $56,058    $44,000     $184,141    $192,500  
Expense $45,499   $52,500      $173,390   $187,437  

 

NEW ADDRESS & PHONE # 
 

Trinity Anglican Church 
11300 Campus Park Drive 

Bakersfield, CA  93311 
 

(661) 665-7713 

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 
 

                             
Beginning Memorial Day                          
Weekend and through to 

Labor Day Weekend, our Church 
office will close at 
noon on Fridays. 


