
 

 

STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR TRINITY FOR 2016 
Part 1: Worship and Outreach 

 
Every year, our Board meets to prayerfully consider what God is calling Trinity to do.  As I 
have shared before, strategic planning is a prayerful work.  We neither sit back and watch 
God work without us, nor do we impose our own plans on God.  We can never force God to 
do anything or manufacture outcomes that are contrary to His will.  Instead, we prayerfully 
and constantly discern what God is doing and how He is calling us to participate in that work.   
 
In keeping with our Mission Statement, our long-term goals and short-term objectives can be 
broken into four areas: Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Outreach.  This month, we will look at the areas of 
Worship and Outreach.  In July, we will look at Learning and Fellowship. 
 
Our long-term goal in Worship is to offer excellent worship in the classical expression of the Anglican heritage.  
While our primary identity is as Christians, we are nonetheless unabashed in our Anglican expression of Christi-
anity.  We think that Anglicanism has a lot to offer!  Our worship goals for 2016 are: 
 

 Continue excellence in our liturgy. We have made the transition to the new ACNA liturgy and want 
to make continuous improvements to our liturgical gatherings.  By exercising options in the liturgy 
and making use of church seasons, we hope to imbue our worship with freshness and energy.   

 Build up the Information Greeters Ministry.  The Information Greeters Ministry is meant to help 
visitors and newcomers find what they need, from bathrooms, to the nursery, to children’s pro-
grams, to printed materials.  The space we utilize at St. John’s has made ministry for the Infor-
mation Greeters challenging.  With the shift to the Gym for the 10:30 service for a few months and 
the upcoming move to our own facilities, we want to recruit, train, and implement a strong ministry 
of Information Greeters who are available to visitors to answer basic questions and meet their 
needs.  The goal is to have this ministry established by September 1. 

 Build up and train Ushers.  The Ushers are responsible for distributing bulletins, assisting people 
with seating, taking up the collection, directing people during communion, and more.  As with the 
Information Greeters, the current space has presented challenges and the upcoming transitions will 
necessitate training.  We want to accomplish training before each transition. 

 
Our long-term goal in Outreach is to make disciples and bless our community with the love of Christ in deep and 
meaningful ways.  It is the call of all disciples to make disciples of all nations.  God intends for the family of the 
Church to grow.  Disciples must, therefore, reach forth their hands in love to draw people to Jesus and actively 
work to bless the communities in which they live and work.  Our Outreach goals for 2016 are: 
 

 Grow our average Sunday attendance to 225. 
 Invite 120 parishioners to “come and see” church or parachurch ministries which include a compo-

nent of evangelism. The intention is to use these opportunities to identify people with evangelistic 
giftings.   

 Involve 12 new people in evangelistic outreach. 
 Hold a mission/ministry fair for the congregation. 
 Offer a class on evangelism. 

 
         Continued on page 2 
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Trinity Family  Ministry 

  Growing Together in Christ         

                Children’s Activity 

        on the Campus of St. John’s 
Pre-K—8th    

Meet  in the Sanctuary and then  
    process  to class after the prayer  

                                        of blessing. 

 

Our Youth Group will not be meeting on a 

regular basis for the Summer.   
We will keep you posted when we will be  

having special events.   

Look in future Messengers for any details.  
Have a great summer! 

                          Theology in Pub(lic) 
 
Theology is done in all sorts of ways and by all sorts of persons. Theology quite simply is 
God-talk (Theos = God; logia = words, sayings, teachings, understanding). Some describe 
theology as the activity of “faith seeking understanding.” Most of the theology we do as 
Anglicans, we do without realizing it. This is quite as it should be. This is how we learn 
most things in life: What comes without saying goes without saying. Theology is embed-
ded in our corporate life, in our hymns, prayers and liturgy, which shape our understand-
ing in valuable ways. But, of course, we also do a fair bit of deliberate theology in our 
preaching and teaching, our Sunday School classes, our Small Group discussions and 
Youth Group gatherings. In each of these forums, we are seeking a greater understanding 

of our faith. As a priest, I have found that just about every Christian person enjoys doing theology—even if 
they are rather afraid of the word “theology”!  
 
Everything I have described thus far is what we could consider in-house theology—God-talk done in the con-
text of our believing community. Theology, however, can also—should also—be done in public. In other 
words, we can bring the perspective of the Christian tradition to bear on the thoughts and concerns of people 
outside the Christian community. This does not mean compromising our beliefs but rather allowing those who 
are intellectually curious or even skeptical to interact with the Christian tradition. It also allows us as Chris-
tians to better understand how the Christian tradition speaks to matters of public concern. This is Public Theol-
ogy. 
 
How can we do this? One way that I will be doing this is by starting Theology in the Pub this summer. The aim 
is to engage the believer, the curious and the skeptical alike—over a beer. I will be writing more about this 
idea in Messenger articles to come. But may I point out how Anglican an idea this is? In the 1520’s, on the eve 
of the English reformation, many of the great theological movers met in the White Horse Tavern in Cambridge 
to discuss the theology of Martin Luther over (warm English) ale. These meetings were pivotal in charting the 
direction of the reformation in England.  
 
Blessings, 
 
 

Continued from page 1 
 
 Continue to financially support those 

persons and ministries currently in the 
outreach budget. 

 Discern possible outreach opportuni-
ties in our community, especially in 
the neighborhood where the new 
church facility is being built.  

 
These are some of the goals for this year in the are-
as of Worship and Outreach.  Accomplishing each 
of these objectives involves many activities and the 
work of not only the Board, but the whole congre-
gation as we work together to keep Trinity moving 
into the future to which we believe God is calling 
us.   
       
Yours in Christ, 



 

 

 Ken Cooper 
 Joy Rose 
 Justin Steward 
 
 Steve Landucci 
 
 Gary Hall 
 
 Zee Shelton 
 
 Marguerite Biklian 
 Chris Thomas 
 
 Dorothy Fitzgerald 
 
 Kendi Miller 
 
 Gregory Fotis-Smith 
 Harrison Gauthier-Parker 
 
 Gerry Yerry 
 
 Marilyn Brown 
 Jewell Burton 
 
 Jackie Hannum 
 Grace Smith 

JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 

 Dennis Gibson 
 
 Carolyn Hall 
 
 Don Steward 
 
 Garrett Ming 
 
 Teddy Hoss 
 Gigi Fotis-Smith 
 
 John Kelly 
 Brad Swanlund 
 
 Mark Smith 
 
 Joseph Beck 
 
 Bob Cloud 
 
 Mary Kerber 
 John Noland 
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TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
 
May 1st  202  May 15th  201 
May 8th 191  May 22nd 207 
     

 
 

Giving 

     Year-to-Date 
 April          Actual      Budget          Actual        Budget      
Income    $45,659    $47,500         $182,595   $192,500 
Expense  $45,389    $46,584         $176,381   $189,214 

 

In The Parish Family 

 

Congratulations to … 

 

 ...to the Gauthier-Parker Family on the birth of 
 Leonie May on May 9th. 
 

 ...our graduates Matthew Chaffee, Hannah 
 Dietze and Roman De Dios. Matthew graduated 
 from Stockdale High School and will go on to 
 the University of San Diego.  Hannah graduated 
 from Frontier High School and will go to Biola 
 University.  Roman graduated from Stockdale 
 High School and will go to Fresno State.  We 
 are so proud of these young adults and wish 
 them the best of everything. 
  

Thank you to … 
 

 ...our church family for all of the outpouring of 
 love and care for the passing of  my sister and 
 our dear son.  We genuinely thank you for all of 
 the cards, books, flowers, food, blankets and 
 prayers for Ethan, Kevin and myself.  God’s 
 blessings on all of you and your families. 
                       Tracey Ray
    

Sympathy to … 

 

 ...the family of Margaret Albertson, a long-time 
 member who died last month. 
 ...Don and Bettie Clark on the recent death of his 
 sister, Janet.   

SUMMER OFFICE HOURS 

 
 

Beginning Memorial Day Weekend, 
our church office will close at noon 
on Fridays.  Monday through Thurs-
day we will remain opened until 4 
p.m.  These hours will continue until 
Labor Day Weekend. 

Parish BBQ 
 

Sunday, June 12th  
at noon at  

Yokut’s Park 
 

All are invited! 
 

 

 

Tickets go on sale on May 22nd.   
You may buy them on Sundays, after church, or 

during the week in the church office. 
 

Cost: 
 

11 and older = $5.00 
3 to 10 years old = $2.50 

Under 3 years = free 
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Total Pledged: $2,684,942 
 

Total Collected (as of 4/30/16): $1,384,405 
 
 
Dirt pads have been formed for the buildings and un-
derground work on storm drains and infrastructure is 
going forward quickly.  In June, we expect to begin 
forming the foundations for the Fellowship Hall and 
Learning Center.  The building pads should be poured 
either late in the month or in early July.   

10:30 SERVICE  

LOCATION CHANGE 

TO THE GYM 

STARTING JUNE 19 
 

St. John’s is remodeling the Sanctuary where our 
10:30 Service typically meets.  During their con-
struction, our 10:30 Service will move to the Gym 
on the north side of the campus.  After construction, 
we will return to the Sanctuary.   

THE ANGLICAN WAY 
 

Starting on Sunday, June 5, we will be offering a 

course called The Anglican Way.  This is part of a 
Doctor of Ministry program for Fr. Karl, and he will 
be evaluating the effectiveness of Sunday Eucharist 
and the Daily Office in spiritual growth. 
 
The Classes will meet on Sunday mornings from 
9:15-10:15 in the Junior High building from June 
5 to July 3.  Classes will explore the content and 
shape of the Sunday Eucharist and the Daily Offices 
of Morning and Evening Prayer.  Topics like: 
 

 What does it say and mean?  
 What is the theology behind it?   
 Why is it in the order we find it?   
 Why do we sit, stand, kneel, bow, and cross 

ourselves?   
 Much more! 

 
As a part of Fr. Karl’s evaluation, people will be 
asked to consider committing to the five week class, 
the practice of Sunday Eucharist and the Daily Of-
fice, and voluntarily participating in a confidential 
survey before and after the course. 

 
Click here for more information 

TRINITY YOUTH GROUP 
—at— 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, June 5th 

 
 

RSVP with Fr. Joe 

THEOLOGY 
IN THE 

P  B 
 

 

Beer        conversation       God 
 

Coming in July 

 

 

INTERESTED? Contact FR JOE 

http://trinitybakersfield.com/#/growing-in-christ
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WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sunday Morning 
at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 
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