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                         WHY DO WE SAY THE CREED? 
 
I was recently listening to a podcast that I found particularly delightful.  It was an episode from the 
White Horse Inn, a very thoughtful Christian podcast, discussing the importance of the use of the 
Creeds in worship and spiritual formation.   
 

Have you ever wondered why we say the Creeds when we gather for worship?  Every time we cele-
brate Holy Communion, we join together in the Nicene Creed.  Every time we keep the Daily Office 
of Morning and Evening Prayer, we recite the Apostles’ Creed.  If you do all of that, you proclaim 
the Creeds fifteen times each week!  Why? 

 

Following the suggestions of the podcast and adding some of my own thoughts, I’d like to suggest four reasons why 
the Creeds are useful in our worship and spiritual formation. 
 

First, we learn by repetition.  Like it or  not, repetition is a time-proven way to learn.  It’s how we learn the alpha-
bet, the days of the week, and countless other things.  But there is something else going on with repetition.  It appears 
that when we repeat things enough, they end up being stored somewhere deep inside us.  In working with some elderly 
people who are barely communicative, it has always fascinated me that while they can barely find words, they can re-
cite the Lord’s Prayer and sing old songs.  Repetition drives things deep into us and creates foundational knowledge. 
 

Second, the Creeds are the Church’s thoughtful distillation of the essence of the Bible and our faith.  If someone 
asked you what a Christian believes, the Creed provides the essential answer.  If someone asked you what the story of 
the Bible is all about, the Creed provides the basic story.  While there is certainly much more to know and learn, if we 
understand the Creeds, then we are well-equipped in understanding the essentials of our faith.  This is what the 
Church, down through the ages and across the world, holds as the Christian faith! 

 

Third, when we proclaim the Creed, we are reaffirming our  baptismal devotion as disciples of Jesus.  We are 
telling Jesus that we will continue to faithfully and obediently follow Him.  The Apostles’ Creed, in particular, was 
developed in the early church to prepare adults for baptism.  As noted, it was the Church’s core teaching about the 
faith, and so candidates for baptism were taught, or catechized, with the Creed.  When we gather in worship, we re-
spond to the proclamation of God’s Word by renewing our baptismal faith, our decision to faithfully and obediently 
follow Jesus as His disciples.   

 

Fourth, when we proclaim the Creed, we are proclaiming to the wor ld that we 
follow Jesus, that He alone is the Lord of our life.  It really is a defiant act!  We tell 
the world that we believe that there is a God who created everything that is and sent 
His Son to rescue it.  We tell the world that Jesus is the God-who-took-on-flesh, died 
on the cross for our salvation, and will come again in glory to finish His work of 
ushering in the Kingdom of God.  Sometime when you say the Creed, imagine that 
you are standing before the rulers of this world declaring what you, as a follower of 
Jesus, believe to be true! 
 

So the next time you say the Creed, pause for just a moment and consider what you 
doing.  Hopefully, it will be more meaningful, powerful, and exciting! 
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                         Four Views of the Days of Creation in Genesis 1 
 

How old is the earth? Is it ancient—some 4.5 billion years old—as the majority of scientist seem 
to be saying? Or does a serious reading of Genesis 1 and its six-day account of the creation de-
mand that we believe in a young earth of less than 10,000 years? Is it possible to finesse Genesis 1 
in such a way as to allow for an old earth while still holding on to the authority of Scripture? Or 
are such attempts signs of capitulation to a culture of secularism? 

 

These are key questions of the first supposed conflict between Christianity and science. It should-
n’t surprise us that there are numerous ways in which Christians navigate this terrain. In this arti-

cle I simply want to lay out four of the ways that Christians interpret the six-day creation account in Genesis 1. The 
first is a young earth perspective; the other three are old earth perspectives. 

 

24-Hour View—According to this view the days mentioned in Genesis 1 are to be taken as six 24-hour periods. 
In this time frame God created the universe as we know it by direct command. This yields the assertion that 
the earth is some six or seven thousand years old. The motivation for this view stems from a desire to con-
form to the plain sense of Scripture and a concern to resist a naturalist approach to the created universe.  

 

Day-Age View—This theory interprets the days of Genesis 1 as long periods of time of unspecified length. Often 
an appeal is made to 2 Peter 3:8: “With the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one 
day.” On this view, Genesis 1 gives us reliable information about the sequence of creation but not about how 
long it took. It therefore makes it possible to accept the scientific claim that the universe is ancient to the tune 
of 4.5 billion years. 

 

Framework View—This view claims that the creation story of Genesis 1 does not intend to give us an account of 
either the length or the sequence of creation. Rather than a chronological account, this view claims that Gene-
sis 1 gives a logical account of creation. For instance, if you ask our building contractor how he built our 
church, he might give a chronological account: “First, we compacted the dirt; then we poured the founda-
tions; after that, we put up the wooden frame” and so forth. If you ask one of the priests, however, he might 
give a logical account: “We have three buildings: a Fellowship Hall, a Christian Education building and an 
office. We worship in the one; we run Sunday School and a preschool in the other. We use the office for all of 
the weekly administrative tasks.” The priest, in other words, answers the question of how the church is built 
by telling us what the various buildings are for not the sequence or length of time of the construction. Accord-
ing to the framework view, Genesis 1 does much the same thing. 

 

Theological History View—This view, like the 24-hour view, takes the days of Genesis 1—in both their length 
and sequence—in a straightforward manner. Unlike the 24-hour view, however, it is not assumed that the text 
intends to convey literal historical information. To the contrary, the text intends to communicate an event in a 
metaphorical and stylized way for theological purposes. When we are told that the Lord brought Israel out of 
Egypt with a “mighty and outstretched arm”, we don’t assume that God has a giant physical appendage that 
he used to redeem his people. Rather, we assume that the Bible is using metaphorical language to describe a 
powerful divine act in history that is otherwise difficult for us to comprehend. So, it is with Genesis 1. We are 
not to take the days literally but metaphorically drawing a theological, not a scientific, lesson. What lesson 
could we draw from a portrayal of God putting in six days of work and a day of rest, i.e. a human work-
week? Simply, human work is meant to be patterned after divine work. As God lovingly made the world, hu-
mans as divine image-bearers, are meant to lovingly tend the world. Scientific questions are important, but 
Scripture is addressing theological questions. 

 

These are undoubtedly very different views of the proper interpretation of Genesis 1. But what they all have in com-
mon is that they take the witness of Scripture seriously. My hope is that as Christians we can navigate these questions 
intelligently and graciously, being patient and sensitive to those with whom we disagree. As the old adage goes, “In 
essentials, unity; in non-essentials, liberty; and in all things, charity.” 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR THE  
LAWRENCE FAMILY 

 
The Lawrence Family is making an in-town move!   

Their new address is 518 Holtby Road (93304) 
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In The Parish Family 
 

Congratulations to … 
    

 Congrats to Eliza Kinney: semi-finalist and member of the New World Symphony auxiliary percussion roster 
 for the 2017-18 season in Miami. Heads up, MTT.  

 In Sympathy for … 

 The family of Patty Bass on her recent passing to be with our Lord.  

 The Steward Family on the recent death of Don’s mother, Dot.  

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 

 

June 4th 222  June 18th 178 
June 11th 214  June 25th 176 
 

Giving 

     Year-to-Date 
May        Actual      Budget        Actual        Budget      
Income     $38,772   $44,000    $221,783   $240,000 
Expense   $42,921    $51,010   $210,715   $238,447 

 

We hope everyone enjoys their 4th 
of July festivities,  

be sure to keep safe  
and make wise decisions in how you 
celebrate and handle any fireworks. 

STARTING IN LATE AUGUST 



 

 

COMMUNITY  

CELEBRATION SERVICE 
 

 
Join us on  

Saturday, July 8th  

at 10am  

as we invite those who 

have walked with us in 

our wilderness years to 

celebrate God’s faithful 

provision as we gather in 

a festive time of worship. 

Church Family and Friends, 
 
Thank you again for all the wonderful donations that have been donated to the new preschool.  Not only have 
material things been donated, but a lot of you have donated your time and hard work to see this dream come to 
a reality.  This is a very exciting time for all of us watching the classrooms be filled with toys, decorations and 
furniture.  Soon we will all be seeing children in those classrooms.  The preschool sign is now up allowing po-
tential families to stop by and look at our beautiful facility.  HOW EXCITING! 
 
 If you are still wanting to donate to the preschool, here is a list of items we are still needing. (New or Used)  
Please give me a call if you have any questions.  You can reach me at the church office @ (661) 665-7713.  

  Dolls 
  Cars/trucks 
  Animal figures  
  People figures 
  Dinosaurs 
  Learning toys (2-6yrs) 
  Blocks (hard or soft) 
  Legos (large) 
  Play kitchen/items (food/pots and pans) 
  Children’s dress up 
  Gift cards (Target/Walmart/Toys R Us/GW) 

 Home refrigerator/freezer with icemaker 
 DVD player 
 
 Thank you again! 
  
 Be blessed, 
          Jennifer Coburn 
          Trinity Preschool Director 
 

 

 

We’re working with FLOOD Ministry  on  
Saturday, July 29th at  

Green Garden Apartments  
(2300 Union Ave.— 

Corner of So. Union Ave. & White Lane) 
from 11:30 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  

 

     How can you help?   

 

 Food bags will be distr ibuted beginning July 2.  
Fill them as directed on the attached instructions 
and return them to the church by July 23.  They 
will be given to families in need of food. 

 Volunteers for: 
Cooking Team          Serving Food 

Handing out Food Bags          Praying with residents 
Running Game Time     

 
Thank you all for your continued support!   

HOW CAN 

YOU HELP 

WITH... 
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OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Mark Smith      Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson      Jr. Warden 

Guy Lingo 

Jeff Mendoza 

Olga See 

Priscilla Beck 

Steven Brown 

Phil Lamirand 

Larry Bright 

Kaye Camp 

Harley Pinson 

Jerry Starr 
 

Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
Anne Giles     Clerk 

   Total Pledged:     $2,714,692 
 

   Total Collected:  $2,173,661 

JULY  BIRTHDAYS 

   Matthew Dietze 
 Peter Leigh-Pink 
 Kathleen Schoen 
 
   Meg Pryor 
 
   Regina Pryor 
 
   Chase Coburn 
 Ken Knight 
 
   Liz Kinney 
 
   Mary Jones 
 John LaMar 
 Vicki Moore 
 Harley Pinson 
 
  Dennis Mullins 
   Dave Schieber 
  Amanda VanderPoel 
 

 Claudia Moore 
 Larry Ray 
 
 Racine Weringer 
 
 Samantha Lawrence 
 
 Dreda Pitchford 
 Donnie Steward 
 
 Gay Monroe 
 Lisjo Radon 
 
 Tara Michaels 
 
 Barbara Nelson 
 
 Perrin Swanlund 
 
 Paul Pruett 
 
 Janet Poteete 

 Mary Carpenter 
 
 Eliza Gauthier-Parker 
 
 Ray Watson 
 
 Don Clark 
 Olga See 
 
 Susan DeNatale 
 
 Paul Steward 
 
 Ava Steward 
 
  Zoe Bogie 
 Jennifer Faulk 
 
 Donna Adams 
 
 


