
 

 

 

 

July 2016 The Messenger 

 Growing as Disciples of Jesus Christ 
through 

Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Outreach 

STRATEGIC PLANNING FOR TRINITY IN 2016 
Continued from June 2016 

 
Last month, I discussed strategic goals for 2016-17 in two areas of our mission statement: Worship and 
Outreach.  Strategic plans are built on prayerful discernment of what God is doing and how He is call-
ing us to participate in that work.  We don’t force God to do anything or manufacture the outcomes we 
want, but we humbly seek to keep in step with what God is doing.  This month, we will look at the 
prayerful goals for 2016-17 in the other two areas of our mission statement: Fellowship and Learning.  

 

Our long-term goal in Fellowship is to foster a deep and loving community where the Great 
Commandment to love one another as Christ loves us is lived out.  When we do this, it leads to unity and to showing 
the world that Jesus has been sent by the Father to rescue the world (John 13:34, 17:23).    

 

Fellowship occurs on three basic levels.  Correspondingly, we have a vision for  regular  all-parish gatherings that 
offer mutual encouragement, celebration, and unified mission, and we envision intermediate level fellowship as all mem-
bers being active in ministry groups and activities.  Our primary tool for fostering intimate fellowship is small groups, and 
our goal is to have 75% of our average adult Sunday attendance involved in small group fellowship.  We continue to envi-
sion small groups being active in Seasonal Sermon-based Study Series where small groups go deeper into sermon topics 
for 6-10 week teaching series.  These series will be offered during the seasons of Late Pentecost (Fall), Epiphany (Winter) 
and Easter (Spring).  Deep fellowship cannot be forced, so we want people to try groups until they find one with which 
they bond and stay with that group until the Lord leads them in a new direction.  Some of our 2016 Fellowship Goals are: 
 Offer three all-parish gatherings that will appeal to all ages.  
 Offer a Ministry Fair with more space for presentation and engagement of different ministry opportunities in Trinity.  

The goal is to help more members participate in ministry.   
 Offer regular “Ministry Minutes” with speakers from particular ministry areas giving testimony about how participa-

tion has blessed them.   
 Complete the relaunch of Feed My Sheep 

 

Our long-term goals in Learning are to bring people of all ages to learn, “to obey everything [Jesus] has command-
ed” (Matthew 28:20).  Teaching people to obey is a process of training that includes both information and for-
mation.  Our vision is to cultivate a robust “training” for children and youth where they know the content of God’s Great 
Story, the essential content of the faith, and how to live for Jesus in the particularities of their lives.  Building upon that 
foundation, we seek to form adult disciples of Jesus who not only know this for themselves, but can help form other disci-
ples to follow Jesus in their homes, workplaces, and every other sphere of life.  Our primary tools for learning are Seasonal 
Sermon Series, Sunday School for children, Youth Group for teens, and in-depth classes for those who are ready to 
go deeper in study.  Here are some of our  2016-17 goals for Learning: 
 Continuous improvement and recruiting for Sunday School teachers, Youth Group helpers, and Small Group leaders.   
 Continue to develop Men’s Ministry.  Offer at least two gatherings and prepare to bring a Diocesan Men’s retreat to 

San Joaquin by August 2017.  
 Continue to develop Women’s Ministry.  Offer at least one retreat opportunity and two events for gathering.   
 Family Ministry Event by the end of the year.  We believe it is important to gather families with children together for 

fellowship, mutual encouragement, and sharing.   
 Offer or coordinate participation in Financial Peace University again.  Studies increasingly show that the primary cause 

of divorce and stress is attributed to financial strain and debt.  In order to help people live in greater freedom, joy, and 
peace, this critical area of life needs to be addressed with practical help.   

 Launch a ministry aimed at engaging Millenials. 
 Offer a Civil Voting-Discourse Forum.  There is a great need for civil discourse with regard to issues put before voters.  

This would be a forum to hear research on issues and discuss how our faith might inform our engagement with them. 
 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   Continued on the next page... 
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Trinity Family  Ministry 

  Growing Together in Christ         

                Children’s Activity 

        on the Campus of St. John’s 
Pre-K—8th    

Meet  in the Service and then  
    process  to class during the  
                         Gloria  

                                        Our Youth Group will not be meeting on a 
regular basis for the Summer.   

...continued from page 1 
 

These are some of the goals for this year in the areas 
of Fellowship and Learning.  Accomplishing these 
goals will involve many of us.  I want to encourage 
you to pray for those involved in leading in these areas 
of growth, and to pray about what part God is calling 
you to play as we, together, grow as disciples of Jesus 
Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship, and 
Outreach.   

Heretics and Heroes:  
Putting Jesus in His Place 

 
Heresy is a charge that doesn’t com-
mand the same sort of respect that it 
used to. Without doubt, this is partially 
due to the fact that we don’t burn here-
tics anymore. (I am certainly not sug-
gesting we return to such an unchristian 
sort of punishment!), but beyond this, 
there is something about the (post)
modern spirit that resents clear bounda-

ries of belief. And it is precisely outside of those bounda-
ries that ‘heresy’ lives and breathes. This is considered 
by many to be a good thing. The untamed reality of ‘the 
divine’ cannot be contained within the objectified, nar-
row, micromanaged systems of thought that human be-
ings can devise. Every attempt to capture God and say 
something definitive about Him is, so the claim goes, 
‘fundamentalism.’ 
I remain, frankly, unconvinced by this line of thought—
and truth be told, a little bored. Yes, God is and always 
has been a great mystery, stretching far beyond the small 
reach of the human intellect, far beyond all attempts to 
fix Him in our objectifying crosshairs. The really re-
markable thing, however, about the God of the Scriptures 
is that He is not only terrifyingly transcendent but also 
graciously humble, stooping down to our level so that we 
can know Him. He has come down to us in the person of 
Jesus Christ, revealing who He is. This revelation, more-
over, is far more wonderful and breathtakingly beautiful 
that anything produced by the imaginative cogitations on 
‘the divine.’ Because of this, the clear boundaries of or-
thodoxy don’t feel confining to us but liberating. These 
boundaries allow us to think God’s thoughts after Him. 
They allow us to perceive the world and ourselves and 
God as they really are. And this is always to place Jesus 
in the center. 
Nevertheless, we are susceptible to heretical teaching. 

Why? C. FitzSimmons Allison answers in his book The 

Cruelty of Heresy: “We are susceptible to heretical teach-

ing because, in one form or another, they nurture and re-
flect the ways we would have it be rather than the way 

God has provided, which is infinitely better for us. As 

they lead us into the blind alleys of self-indulgence and 
escape from life, heresies pander to the most unworthy 

tendencies of the human heart. It is astonishing how little 

attention has been given to these two aspects of heresy: 
its cruelty and its pandering to sin.” 

In an upcoming class on August 13th, Heretics and Heroes: Putting Jesus in His Place, we will delve into some of the 
critical heresies throughout the ages, from Arianism and Pelagianism in the ancient world to the Prosperity Gospel 
rampant today. In each case we will examine the relevance of both heresy and good theology to our daily lives. We 
will also highlight “heroes” who taught the Church how to put Jesus in his proper place—at the center. This class will 
serve as well as an introduction to Christian theology for those who wish to go deeper. 
 

Blessings, 
 

Theology 
      ncorked 

 
 
 
 

Sunday, July 10 at 7:30 pm 
 

At Wiki’s Wine Dive & Grill 
11350 Ming Avenue 

 

Conversation for the believer, 
the curious and the skeptic 



 

 

  Matthew Dietze 
 Peter Leigh-Pink 
 Kathleen Schoen 
 
 Meg Pryor 
 
 Regina Pryor 
 
 Ken Knight 
 
 Liz Kinney 
 
 Mary Jones 
 Dcn John LaMar 
 Vicki Moore 
 Harley Pinson 
 
 Dennis Mullins 
 Dave Schieber 
 Amanda VanderPoel 
 
 Claudia Moore 
 Larry Ray 
 
 Alex Knight 
 Charlie Knight 
 Racine Weringer 
 
 Samantha Lawrence 
 
 Dreda Pitchford 
 Donnie Steward 
 
 

JULY  BIRTHDAYS 

 Gay Monroe 
 
 Tara Michaels 
 
 Barbara Nelson 
 
 Perrin Swanlund 
 
 Paul Pruett 
 
 Alexandra Poon 
 Janet Poteete 
 
 Mary Carpenter 
 
 Eliza Gauthier-Parker 
 
 Ray Watson 
 
 Don Clark 
 Olga See 
 
 Susan DeNatale 
 
 Paul Steward 
 
 Ava Steward 
 
 Patty Bass 
 Zoe Bogie 
 Jennifer Faulk 
 
 Donna Adams 
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TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
 
June 5th 202  June 19th 199 
June 12th 197  June 26th 200 

 
 

Giving 

     Year-to-Date 
May          Actual      Budget          Actual        Budget      
Income    $48,845    $47,500        $231,439   $240,000 
Expense  $43,897    $46,854        $220,278   $236,068 

 

In The Parish Family 

 

Congratulations to … 

 

 Perrin Swanlund for coming in second in the 
 race for the Seat in the State Assembly, 
 which was vacated by Shannon Grove. 
 

Thank you to … 
 

 all those who helped make our Church BBQ 
 a huge success.  Many thanks to Dennis & 
 Debbie Gibson, Richard & Anne Giles and 
 Phil Lamirand for organizing the event and 
 to Olga See for grilling the fantastic beef.  
 Also thank you to our ACW for all of those 
 tasty desserts.  The set-up and clean-up went 
 so smoothly thanks to all those helping 
 hands. 
     

Sympathy to … 

 

 Jane Kleindienst and her family on the death 
 of her husband, Jerry, a long-time member. 
 
 the Ming Family on the death of Garrett’s 
 father, Tharrell Dean Ming. 
 
 the Lamirand Family on the death of Phil’s 
 brother, Steve. 

HERETICS 
& 

HEROES 

Putting Jesus in His Place 

 
Saturday, August 13th 

9AM to 2 PM 
Register with the Office 
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Total Pledged: $2,684,9421 
 

Total Collected (as of 5/31/16): $1,417,670.80 
 
Underground work is completed and foundations are be-
ing formed.  Concrete slabs will be poured and work on 
the Parking Lot will take place in July.  Exterior wall 
framing should begin in early August! 
 

The Memorial Committee has selected a stained glass 
window for the Fellowship Hall.  It is a window from an 
older church in Pennsylvania that will be restored locally.  

Click here for a photograph   

A GREAT  
MINISTRY OPPORTUNITY!!!! 

 
Does it delight your heart to reach out to someone who 
needs encouragement?  Then sign up for the “Notes of 
Hope” program, which reaches out to incarcerated women 
and men – many of whom have lost all hope. 
 
It involves sending a short note or card every 2-4 weeks – 
shining some light into someone’s dark world.  You can 
send someone your favorite Bible verse and share how 
God’s Word has ministered to you. 
 
If you are interested, contact me, and I will direct you to 
the person you can get in touch with. 

 
                 Chris Miller 
                   431-9365 

This nationally known course is a 9 week program 
designed to help people experience freedom and 
peace with their finances.  Classes will meet on Sun-
day mornings from 9:00 a.m.-10:15 a.m. from 
September 11 to November 6.  Classes will be led 
by Chad and Kristin Savage, who are both graduates 
of the FPU Course.   
 

CLICK HERE for more information and to register 

4th of July celebrations are upon 
us and we ask that all of you 
take special care.  Remember 
it’s “fire season”, and also be 
careful of any fireworks.  Watch 
and protect our children.  Safety 
comes first! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We are working with FLOOD Ministry 

again on Friday, August 5th.  

from 5 to 8 p.m.  

 

    We will be distributing food bags, 

gathered from the congregation, serving 

dinner, and offering worship and games.                   

       Look for empty food bags soon. 
 

Thank you all for your continued support. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/media.cloversites.com/9a/9a7c4b01-eef1-48cb-a9eb-ede1b9517e0c/documents/Christ_with_Children.jpg
http://www.daveramsey.com/fpu/locations/class/1021430
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Trinity Anglican Church 
5100 California Avenue 

Suite 108 
Bakersfield  CA  93309 

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Rev. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

 

5100 California Avenue #108 

Bakersfield  CA  93309 
 

661-861-6020 Office 

661-861-6026 Fax 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

July 
2016 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sunday Morning 

at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

5100 California Avenue 

Suite 108 

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Mike Young      Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson      Jr. Warden 

Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
Anne Giles     Clerk 

Steve McCalley 

Guy Lingo 

Jeff Mendoza 

Chad Savage 

Olga See 

Mark Smith 

Priscilla Beck 

Steven Brown 

Phil Lamirand 


