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STARTING THE YEAR WITH A BANG!
With the New Year upon us, I cannot help but notice that this will be a momentous year in the
life of our church family. I am, of course, referring to the anticipation of completing phase one
of constructing our new church home. Barring unforeseen circumstances, we are scheduled to
occupy our new facilities by the end of October, some forty months after entering the wilderness! What excitement is in store!
Our year begins with an Epiphany Small Group and Sermon Study Series: Where is God?
Walking with God in Difficult Times. The purpose of the study is to explore some of the challenging questions we have in the life of faith surrounding times of suffering and difficulty.
Each of the five weeks of the study will explore the question Where is God in two ways. First,
why is God allowing or doing this? Second, how can we faithfully walk with Him when things are hard or don’t make
sense? We will explore such issues as:
Living with Mystery
Where was God in San Bernardino?
Am I being punished?
Does God even care?
Where was God in the earthquake?
The small group studies will go deeper into each topic and provide a place to share our own struggles with some of
these questions. This study is also a great opportunity to invite others to come to church. Those who have fallen away
from the church or aren’t walking with Jesus often find these questions standing between them and following Jesus.
On Sunday, January 10, we will hold our Annual Meeting in the St. John’s Gymnasium after the 10:30 a.m. service.
We will serve lunch and handle the official business of the church, including the presentation of the budget and the election of Board of Director’s members and Delegates to Diocesan Convention. We will also give an update of the Ages to
Ages Building Campaign – in other words, pictures!
Starting on Monday, January 18, we will be offering the nine week Financial Peace University. Our desire to offer
this course is several-fold. First, many people today live with a profound lack of financial peace and need help. Second, the primary cause of divorce is financial issues. Finally, we would like, in the future, to share this course with the
community as an outreach and help. The cost is $93 per person/couple and it will meet at the home of Chad and Kristin
Savage from 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. Consult the ad in this Messenger for more details or to sign up.
Construction should begin during the month of January. The bank will finalize our loan agreement and construction should commence by the end of the month, and if not, then in early February. The initial work will be grading and
infrastructure to prepare for pouring foundations. It isn’t the most exciting or visible work, but it paves the way for the
walls to go up! Keep your eyes open on the way to church to see the progress of the project!
Finally, we will have an opportunity to reach out to the community through FLOOD homeless ministry. About
once a quarter, we sponsor a Saturday event to distribute gathered groceries, offer worship and a sermon, provide a
meal, and pray with people. If you have never been to FLOOD, consider going. It isn’t hard, it doesn’t take long, and
the FLOOD staff runs it so well that there isn’t much to worry about. You may go hoping to bless the needy, but by the
time you leave, you will be the one truly blessed.
As you can see, we are kicking off the year with a bang! I look forward to seeing you all this January as we continue to
grow together as disciples of Jesus!
Growing as Disciples of Jesus Christ
Through
Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Outreach

AMOR Mexico Mission Trip
Informational Meeting

Trinity Family Ministry
Growing Together in Christ

Sunday School is on the
Campus of St. John’s Lutheran
Pre-K - 8th Grade will meet in the
Sanctuary and then process to class
at the Gloria hymn.

Youth Group (5:30-7:00 p.m.)

Sunday, January 24th
After the 10:30 Service

1/3—Youth Group
1/10—Movie Night (5-7:30)
1/17—Youth Group
1/24—Youth Group
1/30—Youth & Families @ FLOOD
1/31—No Youth Group

——PLUS——

Cinnamon Roll Fundraiser
At the Parish Meeting
January 10th

On Christian Friendship
Part IV: Someone to Rely On
A very good friend of mine is gay. He is also a traditional sort of Christian who believes what the Bible and
the Church have always taught—that marriage is for one man and one woman. So, he is committed to a chaste
life of celibacy. My friend has told me that one of his great fears about living his Christian life is that he will
be condemned to a life of a particular kind of loneliness. Husbands have wives, and wives have husbands, to
care for them when they are sick, to worry about them if their flight is delayed—they have that particular
someone to rely on in that ordinary, everyday sense. But my friend, like many single people, wonder, “Who is
my person to rely on? Who will care for me when I am sick? If my flight is delayed, will anyone even know,
let alone care?” This is a particular kind of loneliness—the loneliness of not having someone to rely on.
In months past, I have already expressed my view that Biblical Christians are called to build more lasting and
durable friendships than is common in our culture of fleeting relationships. Christians are called to committed
friendships—not just to the all-too common “at-will” friendships. But today I want to remind you that there are
many who suffer that particular kind of loneliness. This may not be due to the same circumstances as my
friend’s—although it may! It may be because they have lost someone. It may be because they haven’t yet
found someone.
But I believe that Christians are called to be “someone to rely on.” I believe that though loneliness may attach
itself somewhat to our lives until Christ returns and we may not be able to shake it off completely in this life,
nevertheless no one in our churches should be condemned to despairing loneliness unless this is what they
have chosen for themselves. We should all be able to say, single or not, “I have someone to rely on.”
Would you be such a friend to someone?
Blessings,
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

In The Parish Family
Our Sympathy to …

Nancy Haddad

the family of Rob Sawyer, who died from ALS
on December 10th.

Teri Bomar
Katie Bomar
Paul Wagner

Jenny Mason

Mary Carpenter on the recent death of her son,
Philip.

Vince Hoss

Thank you...

Larry Bright
Tracey Ray

Malcolm White

to our clergy, brothers and sisters - Praise the
Lord, God is good! Your prayers, love, all the
flowers, and food have been awesome. I am
so blessed for this fellowship. My deep appreciation and heartfelt thanks to you all.
Love in Christ, Dorothy Fitzgerald

Lynne Hall
JoEllen Holt
Jake Young
Merna McNamara
Jan Schieber

Harlene Haskett

to all those who made donations towards the
poinsettias that made St. John’s look so very
beautiful for Christmas.
If you are having a birthday and it is not listed
above, please call Tara in the church office and
give her your date of birth.

from our Altar Guild - thank you all of you
who make memorial donations for Flowers,
Wine & Wafers, and the Aumbry Light
throughout the year. These donations are such
blessings for our church.

December 6th
December 13th

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

TRINITY STATS

January 10, 2016
12:00 p.m.

Attendance

Agenda Items

194
222

December 20th 214
December 27th 173

Lunch
Election of Board Members
Election of Delegates to the Convention
Budget Presentation
Ages to Ages video update

Giving
November Actual
Budget
Income
$49,612 $47,691
Expense $43,742 $46,775

Year-to-Date
Actual
Budget
$510,536 $524,604
$471,093 $514,524

Click here for Nominee Profiles
9 week class
begins
Monday January 18th
Location: Savage Home
Every Monday
6:00-7:30
For Questions, contact
Coordinator Chad Savage
csavage1174@gmail.com
$93 per person/couple
Click Here to Register
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Getting Your House in Order
Making Sure You are Prepared for End of Life Issues
While it is never a popular topic, one of the greatest gifts
you can give you loved ones is being prepared for end of
life issues. Don’t be unprepared!
Come join us on Saturday, January 23 from 9:00 a.m. to
12:00 p.m. at St. Luke’s Anglican Church, 2671 Mt.
Vernon Avenue. Light refreshments will be offered. Presentations will be given on the topics of
Mortuary plans
Wills, estates, and trusts
Hospice care
Church services

February 10th
Distribution of ashes will be at
7 a.m.
12 noon
7 p.m.

WHERE IS GOD?
Walking with God
in Difficult Times
Total Pledged: $2,694,606
Total Collected (11/30/15): $1,096,799
Bidding is being completed and we are still on
schedule to begin construction in the month of
January and to complete construction in October!

A Sermon and Small Group Study
Five Weeks starting January 10th

SENIOR SINGLES

Community
Celebration

The Senior Singles Group will meet on
Sunday, January 3rd, at 9:15
for a get-together breakfast at

Saturday January 30th, 1:30 - 4:00 p.m.
Join us and discover the joy of service!
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Trinity Anglican Church
5100 California Avenue
Suite 108

January
2016
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Morning
at St. John’s Lutheran Church
8 a.m. Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Holy Communion

Thursday Morning
10 a.m. Healing Service
5100 California Avenue
Suite 108

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mike Young
Kevin Ray
Ed Taylor
Anne Giles
Marilyn Brown
Ron Christolear
Lynne Hall
Guy Lingo
Steve McCalley
Jeff Mendoza
Chad Savage
Olga See
Mark Smith

Sr. Warden
Jr. Warden
Treasurer
Clerk

5100 California Avenue #108
Bakersfield CA 93309
661-861-6020 Office
661-861-6026 Fax
office@trinitybakersfield.com
www.trinitybakersfield.com

OUR CLERGY
The Rev. Karl E. Dietze, Rector
The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant
The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired
The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon
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