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                         The Summary of the Law: Love 
 

“Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.  It is not rude, it is 
not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love does not delight in evil 
but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.”  
1 Corinthians 13:4-7 
 
As we engage in our current sermon and Bible study series, Finding the Bible in the Prayerbook, we 
explored the function and the meaning of the Summary of the Law in week two.  The essence of the 
Law is simple: love.  Love God and love neighbor.  If we are honest with ourselves, we know that we don’t love God 
the way we should, and we certainly don’t love our neighbors as ourselves.  What would it look like, though, if we 
did?  That’s what Fr. Joe so rightly pointed out in saying that the Summary of the Law not only exposes our sin, but 
presents a vision of human flourishing.   
 
Paul, in 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13, speaks of this love that produces flourishing. While we tend to think of these vers-
es as penned for wedding ceremonies, they were actually written to address the nitty-gritty needs of the Corinthian 
church.  As beautiful and poetic as these words are, they are highly practical words for everyday life.  The passage falls 
into three sections. 
 
First, Paul reminds us of the need and character of love from 12:31-13:7.  The life to which we are called as followers 
of Jesus and as the family of God demands love.  If we try to live in harmony, unity, and peace with others without 
love, we will fail.  It is true in marriages, it is true in families, it is true in the church, it is true in the workplace, it is 
true everywhere.  Without love, we cannot be the kind of people God calls us to be and we can’t live in the kind of re-
lationships that cause flourishing. 
 
But what does that love look like?  Paul goes on, secondly, to describe love.  He isn’t talking about romantic love or 
the love of good food.  He is talking about self-sacrificing love.  Patience, kindness, protection, trust, hope, persever-
ing.  Not envying or boasting, not being prideful or rude or self-seeking.  Not being easily angered or keeping a record 
of wrongs.  This is what it looks like to love, and this is the kind of love that promotes flourishing.  Did you notice that 

Paul’s definition of love was not an emotional one?  It is highly practical.  Forgive peo-
ple, don’t insists on what is rightly yours, don’t treat others as competition, and on and 
on.   
 
Finally, Paul moves on to say something astonishing, “love never fails…now these three 
remain: faith, hope and love.”  As NT Wright puts it, this kind of love is the “bridge to 
the future.”  When we live in this kind of love in the here and now, we give a reflection, 
as pale as it may be in a mirror, of what life will be like in the consummated Kingdom of 
God. Our relationships are meant to reflect the coming life of the Kingdom: marriages, 
families, church, workplace, school, and neighborhoods. 
 
How, though, can we love like this?  Don’t ever forget this: it flows out of loving God 

with all our heart, soul, mind and strength.  Loving God empowers us to love our neigh-

bors, and loving our neighbors gives us, and the world, a glimpse of the kingdom.   
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                                              The Principle of Charity 
 

‘Charity’ is an old Christian word for ‘love.’ Charity, however, is not just any kind of love, but 
the kind of love that God shows us in Jesus Christ and the kind of love that is awakened in us by 
the Spirit of Jesus dwelling within us. We might think, if we remember any Greek, of agapè, the 
self-giving love that the New Testament talks about. I consider it rather unfortunate that this 
word is all but lost in contemporary English. We have to make do with the term ‘love’ to de-
scribe all sorts of relationships and activities. And ‘charity’ now typically only refers to a non-
profit organization that provides assistance to the poor and needy. One would think that Chris-
tians should revive the word. 
 

As it turns out, however, the word ‘charity’ has been given a new lease on life—not by Christians but by ana-
lytic philosophers. I find it a shame that we Christians must learn again our own language from philosophers, 
but it would be a greater shame not to re-learn it at all. Recent analytic philosophers seek to adhere to the 
“principle of charity,” which is a rule that governs how they read and interpret philosophical texts. George 
Hunsinger gives a nice summary definition: 
 

The principle of charity seeks to understand a point of view in its strongest form  
before subjecting it to criticism.   

 
To put it differently, the principle of charity demands that before we seek to defeat or refute or criticize an op-
ponent, we seek first to understand as sympathetically as possible the point he or she is trying to make. Our 
first objective according to this principle should be to express our opponent’s position in such a way that he or 
she would recognize his or her position in what we are saying. So goes the “principle of charity” of the analytic 
philosophers. 
 
Charity, as I said is a Christian word; it is also a distinctly Christian virtue. Therefore, Christians have more 
reason than the analytic philosophers to practice the principle of charity. If we don’t, we are failing to act 
Christianly in the world.  
 
At this point I must bring in politics. I am afraid that our society has lost touch with the principle of charity. 
Political debates are vicious and savage. And the relative anonymity of social media (i.e. the safety of being 
behind a keyboard) only makes things worse.  
 
Christians are called to something better, something nobler. The world cannot be reasonably expected to prac-
tice the principle of charity, but the church can. The church, simply because it is founded by the incarnate God 
who laid down his life for His enemies, must practice the principle of charity. This doesn’t mean that we can-
not disagree with people, but it does mean that we must do so charitably. I am doing a personal audit of my so-
cial media presence and of my personal conversations about politics, religion and other impolite topics. Will 
you do the same? 
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In The Parish Family 
 

Thank you to … 
 

  all those who helped make our Annual Meeting and Brunch run so smoothly.  Special thanks to Stana 
Bright, Dennis Gibson and Anne Giles. 
 
   

   Susie Dietze 
 
   Michael Longbottom 
 Sandy Roper 
 
   Roland Bogie 
 Melanie Mullins 
 
 Kelly Ludwin 
 Madeline Ming 
 
 Kevin McEwen 

YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS  
CALENDAR 

 

February 

5th—No Youth Group 
12th—Youth Group 
18th—Snow Day 
26th—Youth Group 
 

Youth Group is on Sunday evenings from 
5:30 to 7 p.m.  

in the Kidz Connection Building 
 at St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

Women of Trinity 
VALENTINE’S  
BAKE EVENT 

 

Sunday, February 12th 
after both services. 

 

All are invited  
to purchase a tasty treat 

 

We are asking for donations of 
home-made cakes, cookies, pies, 
brownies, or what ever your heart 
desires.  You may bring them that 
morning. 

 Eden Carroll 
 Tom DeNatale 
 Ben Fitzgerald 
 Merry McCalley  
 
 Robert Thomas 
 
 Elaine Kelly 
 Bob Yerry 
 
 Jacob Longbottom 
 Mildred Woods 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

 
ASH  

WEDNESDAY 
 March 1st  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Service Schedule and Locations are pending.  As soon 
as they have been secured, the congregation will be 

notified. 
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Total Pledged: $2,714,692 
Total Collected: $2,059,518.77  (WOW!!!) 
 
Landscape irrigation is being installed and interior 
work is progressing.  Ceiling tiles and lights are in, 
bathrooms have been tiled and fixtures are set, and 

cabinets are being installed.  The buildings are being prepared for the installation of flooring and exterior site 
concrete, like sidewalks, is being prepared.  If construction proceeds smoothly, we still expect to be in the new 
buildings in time for Holy Week and Easter (April 16).   
 

See the next page for some pictures, or visit our website and Facebook page for more pictures and videos. 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
 
Jan. 1st  145  Jan. 15th 202 
Jan. 8th 205  Jan. 22nd 191 
    Jan. 29th  191 
 

Giving 

     Year-to-Date 
December    Actual       Budget        Actual        Budget      
Income    $56,621     $47,917      $551,269   $575,000  
Expense   $62,793    $47,734       $546,470  $572,808    

 

2017 Board of Directors 
 

Congratulations to our newly elected Board members:  

 

Larry Bright 
Kaye Camp 

Harley Pinson 
Jerry Starr 

 
 
 

Continuing Board members are: 
 

Mark Smith    Dennis Gibson   
Guy Lingo  Jeff Mendoza 
Olga See  Priscilla Beck 
Steven Brown  Phil Lamirand 
 

Our officers are: 
 

Senior Warden - Mark Smith 
Junior Warden - Dennis Gibson 

Treasurer - Ed Taylor 
Clerk - Anne Giles 

Delegates for Diocesan Convention 

 

Congratulations to our 2016 Delegates for Diocesan 
Convention: 

 
Mary Carpenter 

Milton Pope 
Debbie Gibson 
Jenny Mason 
Sandy Roper 
Paul Wagner 

WANTED 
 

As our move to the new buildings approaches, we are 
in search of some items.  If you have any of the fol-
lowing and would be willing to donate them to the 
Church, please contact the office. 
 

Flat screen television (40”+) 
Web camera 
Bookshelves 
File cabinets 

 

ELECTIONS FROM THE ANNUAL  MEETING 
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OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr.  Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

5100 California Avenue #108 

Bakersfield  CA  93309 
 

661-861-6020 Office 

661-861-6026 Fax 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sunday Morning 

at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

5100 California Avenue 

Suite 108 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Mark Smith      Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson      Jr. Warden 

Guy Lingo 

Jeff Mendoza 

Olga See 

Priscilla Beck 

Steven Brown 

Phil Lamirand 

Larry Bright 

Kaye Camp 

Harley Pinson 

Jerry Starr 
 

Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
Anne Giles     Clerk 

The Learning Center as seen from the patio. 

Another view of the Learning Center. 

Inside the Fellowship Hall. 

Another view of the Fellowship Hall. 

The Learning Center seen from the entrance to the parking 
lot. 


