
 

 

 

 

 

KEEPING THE “HOLY” IN THE HOLIDAYS  
 
Advent and Christmas are all about being ready for the return of Jesus.  Just as 
He came in the First Advent of the Incarnation to rescue us from sin, so He prom-
ises to come again in His Second Advent to judge the world and fully usher in the 
Kingdom of God.  It can be difficult, though, to keep this “holy” focus in the hol-
idays.  How, then, can we keep the “holy” in the holidays?  I’d like to offer four 
suggestions: 
 
First, keep your eyes on Jesus – literally.  As you decorate for the season, be 
sure to give an important place for reminders of Jesus.  Put out a nativity scene, 
but leave Jesus out of the scene until Christmas Day.  Put signs and symbols to remind you to keep your 
heart set on Jesus and His return in strategic places: a note near the coffee pot, a sign by the door to the out-
side world, an Advent wreath on the dining table.  These physical reminders can help us keep our eyes on 
Jesus. 
 
Second, go to church!  As wonderful as this season is in our  culture, the message of the wor ld can turn 
us away from the message of Advent and Christmas: just as Jesus came in the Incarnation, so He will come 
in the Second Advent to judge the world.  Make sure you come to services on Sundays in order to hear the 
church’s proclamation.  This Advent, we have a special series of sermons and music based on Handel’s Mes-
siah.  Each Sunday, a text will be unpacked and then, immediately following the sermon, the piece from 
Handel will be performed.  The hope is that the beautiful music will haunt us during the week and bring to 
mind the powerful message of God’s Word. 
 
Third, engage in daily devotions.  Honestly, this should be a par t of the entir e year , but it is easy in 
such a delightful season to get busy and so our spiritual habits fall to the side.  Don’t let that happen!  I want 
to encourage you to spend time in prayer and Scripture at the beginning and close of the day.  One of the 
best ways to do that is to engage in the Daily Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer.  The passages of 
Scripture assigned for each day will certainly keep us focused on the true meaning of the season.  In order to 
assist us, Family Devotions are available and daily emails will offer devotions written by the clergy of the 
Anglican Churches of Bakersfield. 
 
Finally, share the good news!  People are strangely open to the gospel at this time of year .  The funny 
thing is that as we share the good news with others, it helps us keep focused on the things that matter most.  
Sharing the gospel is a powerful way to keep ourselves in good spiritual health!  Invite people to join you for 
church on Sunday.  Invite people to come to Christmas Eve services.  Invite them to join you for the Hay 
Ride or the Ladies Christmas Tea.  Share what Jesus means to you and why you enjoy this holy season.  As 
you do, you are sharing the greatest gift that can ever be given: a saving relationship with Jesus. 
 
So there you go, four ways to keep the “holy” in the holidays.  I look forward to seeing you and your guests 
in church and to hearing the stories of how God has worked in your life this Advent and Christmas!                 
             
                                    Yours in Christ, 
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  The Holy Family  
 

But when the fullness of the time came, God sent forth His Son, born of a woman, born un-
der the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law, that we might receive 
the adoption as sons.  Because you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into 
our hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” ~ Galatians 4:4-6 
 

Waiting is hard.  Whether it is for the end of a long work week, a child’s anticipation of new 
toys at Christmastime, or the long nine-months of pregnancy for the joy of a new birth, it can 
be a difficult thing to do.  As followers of Christ, we are called to wait, and Advent is the 
season of waiting for the return of our Lord and Savior.   
 
In this season, we also look back to the waiting of Christ’s first coming, His birth in Bethle-
hem over two thousand years ago.  There was a long season of waiting, as Paul says, for the 
fullness of the time ~ Galatians 4:4.  God’s people waited a long time and discovered the unexpected.  In the great res-
cue plan that they had anticipated, God was going to begin it through a simple family in a small village in an ordinary 
place. 

 
Just as family had been the place of the shattering of humanity’s relationship with 
God (Adam and Eve), so too was God going to use a family as a part of His plan in 
redeeming us.  And so Jesus was born to a simple virgin and cared for by her be-
trothed as if Jesus were his own son.  Thus, as the Son became the adopted child of 
his father Joseph, so God worked out His plan in adopting many sons and daughters. 
 
If the Son of God has come in the flesh as a human being, and entered into life on 
earth through means of a family, perhaps this is worth noting our attention.  God 
chose to redeem the world through this means: God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman, born under the Law, so that He might redeem those who were under the Law 
~ Galatians 4:4b-5a.  We do not know if there were many ways in which God could 

have redeemed us, but He chose this one way.  Why? that we might receive the adoption as sons ~ Galatians 4:5b.   
 
God desired for us to be a part of His family!  It was not enough for Him simply to cancel our debts, and to make us 
holy to dwell in His presence as the angels.  He also adopted us as sons and daughters, co-heirs with Christ in an ever-
lasting Kingdom.  This is the hope that we await in advent and this is the reality that we celebrate in Christ’s birth on 
Christmas day. 
                                                         Blessings, 
                  

 



 

 

 

                            TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 
This past November, we had so much to be thankful for!  We were especial-
ly thankful for our amazing preschool children and their families.  Thanks-
giving decorations could be seen down our hallways and all over our class-
room walls.  Gobble-Gobble!  Our Thanksgiving feast was super yummy 
with lots of turkey, side dishes and pumpkin pie!   Yummy!  
 

We are so proud of Ms. Erika’s class.  Each student colored and wrote a little letter thanking Ms. 
Erika’s father-in-law, a Veteran, for his service.     
 
The preschool will be holding it’s Annual Scholastic Book Fair from December 1st 
through  December 9th.  We ask for your help with filling our preschool libraries 
with books!   I will be in the preschool lobby on Sunday, December 1st, after both 
church services.   We will have lots a great variety of children’s book priced from 
$3.99 - $20.00.  Hope you all can come!     
 

All are invited to our Trinity Preschool Christmas Program on December 18th at 12:30.  Please join us by watching 
our cute preschoolers sing and dance to Christmas carols!  Santa and Mrs. Claus may even be our surprise guests!  It 
is going to be a fun event!  
 
We pray you will enjoy your Thanksgiving Holiday filled with family, friends and yummy food!  
 
Blessings, 
Ms. Jennifer, Director   
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CHRISTMAS  
DECORATION  
DONATIONS 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
To help with the rising cost of poinsettias and green-
ery, our Altar Guild is asking for donations for the 
Christmas decorations.  An envelope will be included 
in the Sunday bulletins on December 1st & 8th for 
you to use if you would like to make a donation.  
Make your checks payable to Trinity Altar Guild and 
write “decorations” on the memo line.  These dona-
tions will be greatly appreciated.  Thank you!   
 

We are also asking help to put up the decorations in 
Fellowship Hall.  Both men and women are welcome! 
If you are interested, please call Merry McCalley at 
587-4840, and she will give you the date.  This is 
such a wonderful way for everyone to gather and 
have a good time working together. 

 JASON’S  
CHRISTMAS TREE 

 

Please bring your wrapped gifts to 
the Church Office no later than Sun-
day, December 9th. Remember to 
keep the tags on your gift, so it can 
be identified.  Once again, our 
heartfelt thanks and blessings to you 
all for your generous love and sup-
port in our work. 
 

                                         Your brother in Christ,    
                                                   Dcn. John  

HAY RIDE 

Friday, December 6th 
 

from 6 to 9 p.m. 
at the home of RJ & Donna Chaffee 

8801 St. Cloud Lane  (11) 
 

$5 per rider 
call the church office to make a reservation. 



 

 

In The Parish Family 
 

 

In sympathy to… 
  ...Don & Debbie and Edwin & Kaye Camp and their family, on the recent death of  Don Sr. and Izetta Camp. 
 

  ...Pat Cooper and her family on the death of her husband, Ken, who died on November 22nd. 
 

  ...Peter & Kristin Nommensen of the death of his mother, Corinne Nommensen, who died on November 5th. 
 

  ...The Weringer and Miller Familes on the recent death of Racine Weringer. 
 

Congratulations to… 
  ...Chris, Sarah, and Gabe Thomas on the birth of Katelynn Elizabeth, who was born on November 16th. 
 

Thank you to... 

...everyone who helped us move into our new Administration Building.  Come visit us! 
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CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE 
 

Christmas Eve Services 
 

3 p.m. & 8 p.m. 
 

The office will be closed at noon on December 24th 
and closed all day on 

December 25th and 26th. 

 
LADIES CHRISTMAS TEA 

Saturday, December 14th at 2 p.m. 
 

All the women of Trinity and guests are invited to our  
Annual Christmas Tea . 

   
 

The cost is $10 per person and the tickets will be sold after church on 
Sundays or in the church office during the week.  All tickets must be 
purchased before December 3rd.  We are not able to sell tickets after 
that date, and no tickets will be sold at the door.  This is a lovely event 
to start off our Christmas Season! 

 

If you have any questions, please call Stana Bright at 834-7586. 



 

 

Total Pledged: $1,832,926 
Total Collected: $1,465,129 (10/31/19) 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
     
Nov. 3rd  205  Nov. 17th 181 
Nov. 10th  180  Nov. 24th 169 
 

Financial 
 

 October 2019                  Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income                $52,250           $529,365 
Operating Expense               $46,011           $423,099 
Building Debt Payment          $4,016             $84,238 

 

 If you still haven’t filled out 
your 2020 Stewardship Pledge 
Card, there is still time.  If you 
don’t have a card, please call 
the office at 665-7713, and Tara 
will mail you a card. 

Messiah 
An Advent Sermon and Music Experience 

 

Don’t miss Sundays in Advent (Dec. 1, 8, 
15, 22) as we hear four excerpts from Han-
del’s Messiah performed by our own gifted 
vocalists along with sermons unpacking 
the meaning of the texts upon which they 
are drawn.   

DAUGHTERS OF  
THE HOLY CROSS 

 
Your Prisca Chapter of Daughters of the 
Holy Cross extend our warmest wishes 
and heartfelt prayers that you and your 

family have a blessed Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany. 
 
In January, we will have an informational meeting for 
ladies interested in exploring what we do and their call 
to prayer in our order.  We will meet after church in our 
new administration building board room; date to be de-
termined. 
 
Blessings, 
Marguerite Biklian, President 
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An exploration of the life of the man who was 

transformed from destroyer of the Church to 

Apostle to the Gentiles.   

Click here  

to join a  

small group 

A SERMON-BASED SMALL GROUP STUDY 

Series Begins in January 2020 

PAUL 
Part one: the APOSTLE 

http://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/season-study-series
http://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/season-study-series
http://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/season-study-series


 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
 

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 

Larry Bright  Junior Warden 

Kaye Camp  Clerk 

Jerry Starr 

Lynne Hall 

Will Adams 

Liz Kinney 

Chris Thomas 

Angelo Haddad 

Chris Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Mary Jo Sawyer 

 

 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

 

 Karen Williams 
 
 Matthew Fredricksz 
 Anne Giles 
 
 Baylee Chase 
 Joy Hawley 
 Jerry Starr 
 
 Juliet Smith 
 
 Diane Moore 
 
 

   Jack Merickel 
 
   Judy Wilcox 
 
   Joanne Fredriksz 
 
   Elizabeth Thompson 
 
   Debbie Camp 
 Don Camp 
 Heather Merickel 
 
   Joseph Fredricksz 
 
 

 Kristin Savage 
 
 Corinne Bogie 
 
 David Galagan 
 Carlette Layne 
 Joshua Wagner 
 
 Suzanne L. Wagner 
 
 Clayton Dunbar 
 
 Stafford Betty 

If a birthday is missing, please call 
the church office and Tara will 

put it in our system. 


