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ARE YOU GETTING READY FOR CHRISTMAS, OR JESUS?
The season of Advent is, for many people, a countdown to Christmas. With each window
opened on the Advent calendar, Christmas comes closer and the excitement mounts. While Advent certainly is the season that calls us to prepare for Christmas, it is meant to be so much more
than a countdown. The true goal of the season of Advent is to encourage us to be ready to stand
face to face with Jesus when He comes again at His Second Advent, or Coming. God is faithful
to keep His promises, and just as He fulfilled His promises through the prophets in the First Advent of Jesus at Christmas, so Jesus will come again in power and glory to judge the living and
the dead.
The call of Advent is to be ready to stand face to face with Jesus. This is not meant to be fearful, for we will be
standing face to face with the One who laid down His life on the cross to save us and call us His own. Rather, it is
meant to be a joyful preparedness as we daily respond to Jesus’ love by loving Him back. This is at the core of being ready. So how can we use Advent to be ready? I would like to suggest a few things.
First, simplify and make time. Being r eady doesn’t happen on its own. It is intentional. It takes time. Finding
time in the holiday season can be challenging, but it can also be incredibly rewarding. What better time of year to
carve out some time to enjoy all the sights, sounds, and smells that come with this blessed time of year? But as
with anything else in our lives, if we don’t get intentional, if we don’t “get it on our calendar,” we will likely leave
it undone. If your schedule makes it difficult to carve out time, consider “repurposing” some of your existing time.
Use your time at a meal or your time in the car for some Advent conversation and reflection. Resist the temptation
to add more and more demands to your schedule in this season and instead creatively and wisely simplify your life.
Second, in that time you carve out, engage in those spiritual disciplines that will help you draw nearer to Jesus and be ready for His return. The classic Anglican way to do that (all year r ound) is the Daily Offices of
Morning and Evening Prayer. To help you engage those readings again this year, we have compiled devotions on
the daily readings (Mon-Sat) from the gospel of Mark. Those devotions will be on our blog page and will be
emailed to the congregation during Advent. Each day you will not only engage Scripture, but will pray the weekly
Collect and engage a set of questions that will encourage you in your walk with Jesus.
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Getting ready for Christmas is a good thing, but getting ready for Jesus is the most
important thing. The beautiful thing is, though, that if we get ready for Jesus, you’ll
not only be ready for Christmas, but for the whole of your life!
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A LONG OBEDIENCE IN THE SAME DIRECTION
I like to pretend that I’ve already read all of the genuine classics—the “must reads”—of Christian
literature. But I haven’t. Therefore I do some catch up reading on the sly. Right now I am reading
Eugene Peterson’s A Long Obedience in the Same Direction: Discipleship in an Instant Society.
The basic premise of the book is that we live in an instant society, but discipleship is anything but
an instant process. There are no shortcuts in discipleship; no magic pill, no waving of the magic
wand, no novel spiritual technique that will instantly transform us. Discipleship consists in a
“long obedience in the same direction.” It cuts against the grain of “today’s passion for the immediate and the casual,” as Gore Vidal put it.
Peterson says that religion in our time is captured by a “tourist mindset.” Spirituality is something like an a occasional and casual foray into the holy in order to enhance our lives. “For some,” says Peterson, “it is a weekly jaunt
to church; for others, occasional visits to special services. Some, with a bent for religious entertainment and sacred
diversion, plan their lives around special events like retreats, rallies and conferences. We go to see a new personality, to hear a new truth, to get a new experience and so somehow expand our otherwise humdrum lives. The religious life is defined as the latest and newest.”
The Bible, however, calls us to imagine ourselves not as tourists but as pilgrims. Like Abraham setting out from
the land of his fathers, like the people of Israel wandering in the wilderness, like St. Paul running as to win the
race to the farthest reaches of the Roman empire, we are pilgrims in this life. “We are people who spend our lives
going someplace, going to God, and whose path for getting there is the way, Jesus Christ. We realize that ‘this
world is not my home’ and set out for ‘the Father’s house.’” Tourists get to return home when they tire of the novelty and of seeing the sites. A pilgrim knows that the journey is the essence of this life for the destination is of the
utmost importance. Is this how you understand your own life of discipleship?
Peterson fills out this vision of human life as a pilgrimage by exploring the Psalms of Ascent (Psalms 120-134).
These were originally songs that were sung by Israelite pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem to worship the Lord
God in the Temple. They were “songs for the road” and hence perfect for getting us pointed the right way for our
“long obedience in the same direction.” Peterson covers such topics as repentance, joy, worship, providence, humility, community, obedience, and more. Such topics are handled deftly by Peterson. And if anything, this book
will equip you to dig more deeply into the Psalter. I would encourage you to pick up a copy of this book and digest it.
Blessings,

PRESCHOOL BOOK SALE
Trinity Preschool will be hosting a Book Sale
on Sunday, December 3rd. Jennifer, the school
director, will be in the Christian Ed Building
after both the 8 a.m. and 10 a.m. services.
Come and support our preschool. If you have
any questions, please call JenOur preschool is looking for volunteers to
help out.
If you are
interested,
please call Jennifer, our Director, at
665-7713

Trinity Preschool
Christmas Program
Tuesday, December 19th at 12
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In The Parish Family
In Celebration for …
The birth of Emery Ralph, who was born to Brian & Missy Gatza on October 31st.

CHRISTMAS TEA

Saturday, December 9th at 2 p.m.

All the women of Trinity and guests are invited to our Annual Christmas Tea.
This will take place in our Fellowship Hall at 2 p.m. on December 9th.
The cost is $10 per person and the tickets will be sold after church on Sunday or in the church
office during the week. All tickets must be purchased before December 4th. We are not able to
sell tickets after that date, and no tickets will be sold at the door.
This is a lovely event to start off our Christmas Season!
If you have any questions, please call Stana Bright at 834-7586.

TAX REMINDER

All donations for the tax year of 2017 must be
received by noon on December 31st.

Plan Ahead
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
January 14, 2018

SUNDAY SCHOOL & NURSERY
SAFETY
In order to keep our children as safe as possible, the inside
of the Christian Education building (past the lobby) will be
kept locked during services and Sunday School. The interior door code will be given to parents with children in the
Nursery and to Sunday School teachers. If you have any
questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact Fr.
Karl or Fr. Joe.

3

PLANNING AHEAD
MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Holiday Schedule
ACW Christmas Tea - Saturday, December 9th at 2 p.m.
Youth Christmas Caroling - Sunday, December 17th at 5 p.m.
Worship
Advent 4 Service - Sunday, December 24th at 9 a.m. (only one morning service)
Christmas Eve Service - Sunday, December 24th at 3 p.m.
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service - Sunday, December 24th at 11 p.m.

JASON’S CHRISTMAS TREE
HOLY
BAPTISM

If you haven’t already brought in your wrapped gift,
please bring it into the Church Office before December
3rd. The love of Christ and the true meaning of Christmas will once again be greatly manifested by the love
and generosity of our congregation here at Trinity A nglican Church.

Sunday
January 7th
Baptism at Trinity Church will
be held on Sunday, January 7th.
If you or your child would like
to be baptized, please call Fr.
Karl at 665-7713.

Remember to keep the tags on your gift, so it can be
identified by me. Once again, our heartfelt thanks and
blessings to you all for your generous love and support
in our work.
Your brother in Christ,
Dcn. John LaMar

TRINITY STATS
Attendance
Nov. 5th
Nov. 12th

203
180

Nov. 19th
Nov. 26th

184
198

We are in the process of completing the separation of
preschool operation costs from the church operation.
As a result, we do not have final numbers at the time
of publication.

Total Pledged: $2,714,692
Total Collected: $2,518,257
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
Judy Wilcox

Darcie Larman

Matthew Fredriksz
Anne Giles

Connor Powers
Joanne Fredriksz
Betty Wickersham
Elizabeth Thompson
Joseph Fredriksz
Liz Smith
Karen Williams

Joy Hawley
Jerry Starr

Patrick Beck
Carlette Layne
Joshua Wagner

Juliet Smith

Suzanne Wagner

Diane Moore

Clayton Dunbar

Kristin Savage

Jeanie Howard

Corinne Bogie

Stafford Betty

If you notice a missing birthday, please
call the church office so we may update
our records.

DECORATING FOR CHRISTMAS
Now that we are in our new church home, we can once again
decorate for Christmas. Each year, our Altar Guild ladies purchase Poinsettias and turn our center into a beautiful place of
worship. They are in need of donations to complete this task.
You can make a donation in memory of someone, or in celebration of something, or in thanksgiving for something. Make your
check out to Trinity Altar Guild and in the memo section, put
“Christmas Donation”. There will be a list of names in our
Christmas Bulletin. Call Tara, in the Church Office (665-7713)
and let her know how you would like your donation to read. We
need all the donations by December 11th.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Morning
8 a.m. Holy Communion
10 a.m. Holy Communion

Thursday Morning
10 a.m. Healing Service

Mark Smith
Dennis Gibson
Guy Lingo
Jeff Mendoza
Olga See
Priscilla Beck
Steven Brown
Phil Lamirand
Larry Bright
Kaye Camp
Jerry Starr

Sr. Warden
Jr. Warden

Ed Taylor
Anne Giles

Treasurer
Clerk

11300 Campus Park Dr.
Bakersfield CA 93311
661-665-7713
office@trinitybakersfield.com
www.trinitybakersfield.com

OUR CLERGY
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The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector
The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant
The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired
The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon
The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon

