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A MEANINGFUL SEASON 
 

Greg Pennoyer, in the preface to God With Us: Rediscovering the Meaning of Christmas, laments 
that he has “a difficult time relating to Christmas.  Having lost the wonder of childhood I try to make 
up for it through our peculiarly modern mixture of materialism and sentimentality” and points to the 
need many people have to “replace what was once magical with something much more meaningful.”  
While not everyone completely shares the level of Pennoyer’s lament, his call to a meaningful season 
surely strikes home for most of us.   
 

So how can we recover a meaningful season of Advent and Christmas?   
 

I think the first step is to acknowledge the temptations of materialism and sentimentality.  As a nation 
of rampant consumers, we are drawn to wanting stuff.  The meaning of the seasons is easily lost 
when all we can think about is what we hope to find under the tree.  Or even what we hope to put under the tree for those 
we love.  We are consummate consumers.  Even stronger at this time of the year is the lure of sentimentality and nostal-
gia, trying to fabricate the holiday spirit, some elusive feeling that recaptures the lost magic of youth: we need all the right 
decorations, the right goodies, the right traditions.  We can be so distracted by what we think needs to happen for it to feel 
like the holidays that we lose our focus.  We need to acknowledge and resist these temptations if we want to experience a 
season full of meaning. 
 

Next, we need to do some things to retain our focus.  While there are certainly many more things that can be done, I 
would like to suggest five things that can help us experience a Meaningful Season. 
 

First, slow down.  Be careful not to jamb your  season with too much activity.  Slowing 
down needs to be intentional.  Make time every day, and every week, to slow down and no-
tice everything going on around you and allow it to draw your mind back to Jesus.  Read a 
good book that reflects the themes of the season.  Take time to just sit and enjoy the decora-
tions and remind yourself why they’re up.  Take in the smells of the season: the crisp air, 
pine and baked goods.  When you slow down, you can use your senses to enjoy the world 
around you in a way that can point you to the giver of all this goodness – the same One who 
gave us Jesus.  Slowing down is never an accident; it is intentionally scheduled. 
 

Second, read and pray.  There is simply no better  way to keep your  focus than to read 
Scripture and pray.  If you can handle the discipline, engage the readings of the Daily Office 
– they will keep you focused on being ready for Jesus in a way that boldly stands against 
materialism and sentimentality.  If it is too much to take on the Daily Office, read and re-
read the Sunday lessons each day and allow new truths to speak from them.  When you 
pray, consider using the Sunday Collects for the whole week.  I promise you that daily pray-
ing “give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the armor of light…that in 
the last day…we may rise to the life immortal” will keep you wonderfully focused on the 
meaning of the season! 
 

Third, serve.  In a consumeristic culture, ther e is something powerfully liberating 
about serving others and giving to those in need.  For those who are able, try to do it in a 
hands-on way.  Consider volunteering, as individuals and as families, with a charity or serv-
ing with FLOOD at the end of the month.   Give your neighbors a gift.  Spend time with 
someone who is alone.  Invite someone who is  alone into your home.  These aren’t just 
nice, and right, things to do.   In Advent and Christmas, we celebrate that our God gave 
Himself to us for our salvation.  When we give, we live like God does. 
 

                                                                                                                                                               Continued on page 2... 
 
  

In this issue: 
 

Rector’s Article         p.1 

Assistant’s Article     p.2 

Parish Family p.3 

Birthdays p.3 

Stewardship p.3 

Decorations p.3 

Youth Calendar p.4 

DHC p.4 

Christmas Tea p.5 

Ages to Ages p.5 

Jason’s Xmas Tree p.6 

Stats p.6 

Information Page p.6 



 

 

2 

Fourth, practice gratitude.  Being thankful does incredible things to us.  By nature, gratitude remembers.  Grati-
tude looks back to recall all that we have been given, and in the process keeps us focused, penitent, satisfied, and rooted.  
It focuses us on God and how much we have, instead of what we don’t have.  It naturally leads to repentance as we be-
come keenly aware that we, in the words of the General Thanksgiving, “unworthy servants” have been given so much.  It 
leaves us more satisfied as we are more consistently aware of God’s good presence and provision in our lives.  As we 
live in this awareness, it also leaves us more firmly rooted in our identity as sons and daughters of God who await the 
coming return of our Savior Jesus.  In order to cultivate this kind of attitude, though, we need to intentionally practice it.  
Write a Christmas thanksgiving list, journal, engage in prayers of thanks – you’ll be amazed how it impacts you! 
 

Fifth, go to Church!  One place where you can do all of this – resist cultural temptations, slow down, engage Scrip-
ture, and give thanks – is in Church on Sundays.  The colors, music, and tone of the seasons of the Church Year will all 
help you move from elusive magic to something full of meaning – a truly meaningful season. 
 

May this wondrous time of year be free from distractions and filled with the meaning of Jesus’ Second Advent even as 
we prepare to celebrate the wonder of His First Coming.   
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

                        Musings on Wendell Berry and Church Membership 
 
Throughout his various novels and short stories, Berry chronicles community life in the imagined rural town 
of Port William, Kentucky. Berry reverently—though not without poking fun at it, too—explores the 
themes of rootedness in time and place, rural rhythms of life, the intersection of family and community rela-
tionships, and shedding blood, sweat and tears in working the land. ‘Membership’ emerges as a dominant 
theme, which is especially powerful when conceived as an alternative to the fragmented and hollowed-out 

communities yielded by Western individualism and voluntarism. Membership means belonging to one another, no less 
than my right hand belongs to my body. For Berry, my identity is not self-conceived, self-chosen and self-constructed 
apart from a community; it is not something dredged up out of the murky depths of my individual experience (if there is 
such a thing, which I doubt very much). My identity is given to me by the communities to which I belong, to which I am 
bound as a member. Free choice is not eliminated here but rather resituated: my best hope of ‘freedom’ is by choosing 
to pour myself into the community that can best shape me into a virtuous man. 
 

‘Church membership’, it must be admitted, fails to conjure up the same rich associations as Wendell Berry’s Port Wil-
liam membership. We think merely of attendance, monetary dues and occasional volunteering. This only shows that we 
are doing wrong. Paul, for instance, calls the church a ‘body’ that has Jesus as its head and for which each member is 
indispensible. I wonder if we simply fail to imagine the church rightly, and so we fail to engage it deeply enough. That is 
to say, the church could be a ‘membership’ into which we pour ourselves and find that, miraculously, we are given back 
to ourselves as deeper more virtuous people than we could have possibly expected. Paul called this phenomenon the 
Body of Christ, later Christians called it the Communion of Saints, and Wendell Berry calls it Membership. 
 

In Remembering Andy Catlett, a Port William farmer from generations of farmers, stands a long way from home on a 
pier overlooking the San Francisco bay. He has grown increasingly estranged from his wife and children, and he is wres-
tling with the temptation to create a new life for himself on the blank canvass of anonymous coastal California. Free and 
unconstrained by his membership in the Port William community, he could do or become anything. This, he discovers, is 
his problem: “All choice is around him, and he knows nothing that he wants. I’ve come to another of thy limits, Lord. Is 
this the end?” Apart from his Port William membership, Andy does not know who he is and what he ought to do.  Real-
izing this, he chooses to return: 
 

On the verge of his journey, he is thinking about choice and chance, about the disappearance of chance into 
choice, though choice be as blind as chance. That he is who he is and no one else is the result of a long choosing, 
chosen and chosen again. He thinks of the long dance of men and women behind him, most of whom he never 
knew, some he knew, two he yet knows, who, choosing one another, chose him. He thinks of the choices, too, by 
which he chose himself as he now is…Those choices have formed in time and place the pattern of a membership 
that chose him, yet left him free until he should choose it, which he did once, and now has done again. 
 

I wonder if we Western Christians aren’t a bit like Andy Catlett. We feel the pull of a consumerist culture that promises 
that we can fashion for ourselves an existence that will make us and our children happy if only we throw at it enough of 
our time and money. Andy Catlett finds himself again by choosing to limit himself and return to the community that cre-
ated him in the first place. As Christians we will find ourselves again—along with some powerful glimpses of that happi-
ness that we so desire—if we choose to limit ourselves and to pour ourselves into the church, the body of Christ, the 
communion of saints, the pattern of membership that precedes, embraces us and could shape us in wonderful ways, if we 
would but let it. 



 

 

   Judy Wilcox 
 
  Connor Powers 
 
  Michele Jones 
 
  Joanne Fredriksz 
 Betty Wickersham 
 
  Joseph Fredriksz 
 Liz Smith 
 
 Karen Williams 

DECEMBER  BIRTHDAYS 

 Darcie Larman 
 
 Patrick Beck 
 Joshua Wagner 
 
 Suzanne Wagner 
 
 Jeanie Howard 
 
 Stafford Betty 
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In The Parish Family 

Thank you to … 
 

  The Women of Trinity for the wonderful Bake Event.  We appreciate all those who baked and those who  
  bought some goodies. 
 

Our Sympathies are with… 
  Debbie and Dennis Gibson on the recent loss of her brother, David Tolf. 
  Fr. Randy and Sue Messick on the recent loss of his nephew. 
 

 Congratulations to … 
 

  to Nnamdi & Lynda Oyeka, who were married on November 5th.    
 

  Matthew Fredriksz 
 Anne Giles 
 
 Joy Hawley 
 Jerry Starr 
 
 Juliet Smith 
 
 Diane Moore 
 
 Kristen Savage 
 
 Corinne Bogie 

 

ALTAR GUILD DONATIONS  
FOR CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 

 
Our Altar Guild is asking for donations for our Christmas decorations.  Since we are having 
our services in St. John’s Gym, we can do our own decorating.  We ask that you call either 
Linda Schuler (679-6389) or Tara in the church office (861-6020) by December 12th.   
 
Donations may be made in honor, or celebration, or in memory of someone.   

YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS  
CALENDAR 

 

December 

 

   4th Youth Group 
 11th Youth Group 
 18th Christmas Caroling 
 25th No Youth Group - Christmas Day 

Youth Group is on Sunday evenings from 
5:30 to 7 p.m.  

in the Kidz Connection Building 
 at St. John’s Lutheran Church. 
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CHRISTMAS AT TRINITY ANGLICAN CHURCH 
 

Advent 4 
 

Sunday, December 18th, 8 and 10:30 a.m. 
Children’s Christmas Gospel Presentation during the 10:30 a.m. service 

 

Christmas Eve 
 

Holy Eucharist at 3:00 p.m. 
St. John’s Lutheran Church 

 
Christmas Day 

 

Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m. 
(one service only) 

Plan Ahead 
 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

January 15, 2016 
 

TAX REMINDER 
All donations for the tax year of 2016 must be 
received by noon on December 31st. 

     
      HOLY BAPTISM 
 

The next Baptism at Trinity Church  
will be held on Sunday, January 8th.  

 

If  you or your child would  
like to be baptized,  

please call Fr. Karl at 861-6020. 



 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
 

November 6th     203  November 20th    189 
November 13th   203  November 27th    186 

Giving 

     Year-to-Date 
October   Actual       Budget        Actual        Budget      
Income   $46,550  $47,500     $450,743    $475,000   
Expense $42,903  $46,854      $440,426   $468,540 

CHRISTMAS TEA 
Saturday, December 10th at 2 p.m. 

 
All the women of Trinity and guests are invited to a Christmas Tea at: 
 
             First Congregational Church 
                    located at 5 Real Rd. 
 

                        The cost is $10.  
 
 
 

Tickets are available after church or in the office during the week after Thanksgiving.  

 

The cut-off date for purchasing your tickets is Monday, December 5th. We are not able to sell tickets after that 
date, and no tickets will be sold at the door. 
 

If you have any questions, please call Stana Bright at 834-7586. 
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Youth Group Christmas Party 

Caroling—and More! 

 

 

—Parents are Invited— 

 

 

December 18th  
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OUR CLERGY 
 

The Rev. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

5100 California Avenue #108 

Bakersfield  CA  93309 
 

661-861-6020 Office 

661-861-6026 Fax 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sunday Morning 

at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

5100 California Avenue 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Mike Young      Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson      Jr. Warden 

Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
Anne Giles     Clerk 

Steve McCalley 

Guy Lingo 

Jeff Mendoza 

Chad Savage 

Olga See 

Mark Smith 

Priscilla Beck 

 

Total Pledged: 2,714,692 
Total Collected: 2,038,681 
 

OVER $2M COLLECTED!!! 

We have now collected over 2 million dollars!!!  Thank 
you for your faithful participation and keep your dona-
tions coming!   
 
Drywall has been installed in both buildings and work on 
the exterior is entering the exciting phase of stucco and 
brick application.  The footings for our monument signs 
have been poured and the signs themselves will be built 
soon.  Window and door frames are installed and once 
the exterior work has progressed, we should see windows 
and roof tiles going on. 

The Learning Center getting ready for stucco. 

The Fellowship Center with a first coat of stucco as seen from Buena Vista. 

Inside the Fellowship Center, looking at the front doors. 


