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BEHAVING CHRISTIANLY ~ THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
Part 2: Commandments One and Two
For the next several months, we will be exploring how the Ten Commandments are meant
to show us what our God is like and how they can lead us to a life of surrendered dependence upon His grace. He enables us to fulfill the purpose of the Law by loving Him and
our neighbor.
This month, we will examine the first two commandments:
I am the Lord your God, you shall have no other gods but me.
You shall not make for yourself any image or likeness of anything that is in heaven
above, or in the earth beneath, or in the waters under the earth; you shall not bow
down to them or worship them.
At the core of our problem as human beings is our disordered hearts. We serve what we love. We were created
to love God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength. Instead, though, we love all sorts of other things. As a
result, we serve all sorts of things other than God; we allow all sorts of things to become false gods in our lives.
The First Commandment is first for a reason. If we put God first in our lives, everything else tends to fall into
place. God is meant to be the most important Being in our lives, more important than self, money, pleasure, relationships, possessions, country, and family. Nothing is meant to be more important to us than God and loving
obedience to Him.
We struggle to put God first, though. We struggle because our disordered and sinful hearts are still drawn to
false gods. As the Catechism rightly points out, we tend to trust ourselves, “possessions, relationships, and success, believing that they will give [me] happiness, security, and meaning.” To put it another way, we have become skilled at trying to live without God on the throne of our lives and we often find it much easier to continue
living that old life.
The Second Commandment continues the theme. We are not to make any idols or images to worship. Israel
broke that commandment quite literally by worshiping the idols of pagan nations, neglecting the Law, and corrupting their worship. Foreign idols were carved images that were worshiped in order to manipulate the “god”
into giving worshipers what they wanted. In reality, the carved image was simply a carved image – it wasn’t a
god. It was the principle behind idolatry that was the issue. People were serving a false god in order to get
something they wanted.
While we may not struggle with material idols, the principle is still the same. Serving and worshiping something
other than God is an empty pursuit. Today, our idols tend to look more socially acceptable: relationships, possessions, money, education, nationalism, pleasure, health, and on and on. As the Catechism states, these things
can “become idols in my mind if I look to them for salvation from misery, guilt, poverty, loneliness, or despair.”
So how can we learn to love God above all else and worship Him alone? The Catechism makes a powerful suggestion. “The Holy Scriptures teach me how to worship God, and the Church’s liturgy guides my worship in
keeping with the Scriptures.” That is a loaded statement. Proper worship heals our disordered hearts, and God
reveals how He would have us worship Him in Scripture. The historic liturgies of the Church are meant to guide
us into that kind of healing worship of God. Talk about an important reason to go to Church!
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NEW PICTORIAL DIRECTORY
We are getting a new pictorial Directory! Mark your
calendars now for September 11th-15th. We are hoping all of you will participate in getting your picture
taken.
An appointment sign-up sheet will be available on
Sundays, beginning July 29th. This year we are allowing people to bring their pets also. When you
make your appointment, sign your pet up too. We
will also have an on-line link so you can make your
own appointments. If you would like, you can also
call Tara in the church office and she can make the
appointment for you.

USHERS NEEDED
If you would like to serve our
church and get more involved,
we are in need of ushers! You
will usually serve one Sunday a
month. The exceptions are if we
have a fifth Sunday or we have a
funeral or memorial service. You
can either usher at the 8 a.m. or the 10 a.m. service.
If you are interested, please call Tara (in the church
office) at 665-7713.

ISRAEL TOUR 2019
10 Day Tour with Fr. Karl

(tentatively beginning March 25, 2019)

TRINITY STATS
Attendance

July 1st
July 8th

185
173

July 15th
July 22nd

Financial
June 2018
Month
Operating Income
$43,743
Normal Operating Expense $49,928
Building Debt Payment
$17,223

193
171

We are organizing a Trinity tour of the Holy Land for
Lent 2019. A typical day entails two miles of walking
on uneven ground. Once we gauge interest in the trip,
we can finalize details of the tour.
If you are interested, please contact Fr. Karl at (karl
@trinitybakersfield.com) as soon as possible.
More information coming soon!

Year-to-date
$283,933
$276,463
$102,035

The Anglican Way
New Members and Confirmation Course
The Anglican Way is an explor ation of the basic Anglican cur r iculum for spir itual for mation found in the
Daily Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer and in the Sunday Eucharist. By exploring both the content and
the structure of these services, we discover ancient wisdom for modern day spiritual growth. This course is perfect for those who are new to Trinity and want to get more deeply involved, for those interested in the Anglican
Way of how to grow spiritually, and for those seeking Confirmation. Confirmation is for adults who want to enter into the Anglican heritage and for teens who are ready to make an adult declaration of following Jesus.
The course will be offered over seven weeks on Sunday mornings from 9:00 - 9:45 beginning August 12th and
concluding September 23rd. Click here to register or call the church office.
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Our Preschool is having THE BEST SUMMER!
WATER DAYS * PUPPET SHOWS * AND REPTILE FUN!
At Trinity Preschool we know how to have a great summer!
The staff and kids all got to hold different types of real
creatures when the reptile people came. SO NEAT!
Our water days were complete with a homemade
car wash sprinkler and a popsicle treat! YUM!
The kids had a blast soaking the teachers!

Goldilocks and the Three Bears Puppet Show was so much fun! The classroom
was filled with laughter! We can’t wait for them to visit us again next year!
Our next school year is approaching fast and I am
HAPPY TO ANNOUCE that Tr inity Pr eschool is
FULL and has a WAITING LIST! The teacher s and
staff are busy planning another AMAZING school year!

Silverware and dishes too!
Let’s fill our kitchen with something NEW!

JOIN US FOR A KITCHEN SHOWER!
Saturday, August 11th
2 pm in Fellowship Hall
RSVP: Tara at the church office (661-665-7713)
Join us for a time of fellowship and to have an opportunity to make a
donation towards new dishes and silverware for our kitchen. We will
have some place settings on display for your viewing and purchases.
We look forward to seeing you all there!
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In Sympathy for…

In The Parish Family

Roxanne Starbuck on the recent death of her mother, JoAnne.
Bill Jukes on the recent death of his wife, Jane.

Congratulations to…

Paul and Cheryl Hancock on the birth of their eighth grandchild, Thomas Paul Hancock.
Total Pledged:: $1,803,606
Total Collected (as of 6/30/18): $175,864
We are continuing to work with the bank to restructure
our debt and prepare for construction, and have begun
working with Klassen Corp. to bring the Administration
Building plans into compliance with current codes and
explore potential cost savings options.

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Kurtis Garcia
Louise Henderson
Sherrill Lindstrom
Rachel Miller
Bryan Williams

Denise Irvin

Angelo Haddad

Penelope Franco

Karen Cartmell

Sue Norton

Will Adams
Haley Longbottom
Linda Schuler
Diane Steward

Steven Faulk

Rick Radon

Pat Cooper
Kevin Ray

Emily Chaffee

RJ Chaffee

Dcn. Ron Christolear
Lori Miller

Jeffrey Fredriksz
Mady Fredriksz
Dick Weringer

Sunday Morning
8 a.m. Holy Communion
10 a.m. Holy Communion

Thursday Morning
10 a.m. Healing Service

Paul Kelsay
Val Lewis
Samantha Chaffee

Elizabeth Garcia

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WORSHIP SERVICES

Scott Parker

Paul Wagner
Dennis Gibson
Kaye Camp
Priscilla Beck
Steven Brown
Phil Lamirand
Larry Bright
Jerry Starr
Lynne Hall
Paul Hancock
Liz Kinney
Chris Thomas

Sr. Warden
Jr. Warden
Clerk

Ed Taylor

Treasurer

11300 Campus Park Dr.
Bakersfield CA 93311
661-665-7713
office@trinitybakersfield.com
www.trinitybakersfield.com

OUR CLERGY
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The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector
The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired
The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon
The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon

