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DAVID: STORIES FROM A MAN AFTER GOD’S OWN 
HEART 

 
Few characters from Scripture capture our imaginations more than David.  His life is given a 
great deal of space in Scripture, spanning several Old Testament books.  His life covers it all.  
David can go from spiritual heights to a moral mess in a matter of verses.  Perhaps that, 
though, is why his life speaks to us.  He’s not so different from us.  We can identify with him. 
 
But despite his brokenness, David’s life also teaches us how to live well with God.  Eugene 
Peterson puts it this way: 
 

What do [the David stories] tell us about living this human life well, living it totally?  Primarily and 
mostly they tell us that it means dealing with God.  It means dealing with a lot of other things as 
well: danger and parents and enemies and friends and lovers and children and wives and pride and 
humiliation and rejection and siblings and sickness and death and sexuality and justice and fear 
and peace – to say nothing of diapers and faxes and breakfast and traffic jams and clogged drain-
pipes and bounced checks.  But always, at the forefront and in the background of circumstances, 
events and people, is God. 
 

David’s life has the rough-edges that are so familiar to us.  His life was, in the beginning, rather ordinary.  He 
was one of many sons and worked as a shepherd.  But God chose him and did something extraordinary in the 
midst of his ordinary and messy lives.  In the process, as Peterson notes, David dealt with all the typical issues of 
our lives.   
 

God has chosen us, too.  And just as He cultivated something extraordinary in the fa-
miliar life of David, so, too, He seeks to do something remarkable in our ordinary 
lives.  David’s story shows us what it is like to live as God’s people in the everyday 
reality of our lives.  David shows us how God can use and mold a, “man after God’s 
own heart.”     
 
This Easter Season, our Small Group Sermon Study Series will explore David’s story.  
David: Lessons from a Man After God’s Own Heart is a six-week series of sermons 
and studies beginning on Sunday, April 23.  We will look at several scenes from Da-
vid’s life and seek to learn the lessons of the messy life of a “man after God’s own 
heart.”   
 
If you are already in a Small Group, mark your calendars to start meeting again.  If you 

aren’t in a Small Group, we want to encourage you to consider joining one.  We be-
lieve that we learn best in community and fellowship with others, so our Small Groups 

are meant to offer the opportunity to learn together how God is working in our lives.  

Because this kind of fellowship is so necessary, we also believe that finding a Small 
Group that “fits” is important.  Try a Small Group for this series, and if it doesn’t “fit,” 

try another one until you find the one! 
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Thinking of Those Who Are Not Yet Here 
 
William Temple, the Archbishop of Canterbury from 1942-1944, famously said, “The Church 
is the only institution that exists primarily for the benefit of those who are not its members.” 
What Temple is seeking to highlight is the centrality of mission to the life of the Church. 
When the Church turns in upon itself, when it seeks to build only itself up, concerned only 
with its own well-being, it has, ironically, ceased to be itself. Jesus’ words apply just as well 
to the Church as to individual Christians: “For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake and the gospel’s will save it” (Mark 8:35).  
 
Some of the more obvious ways that we as a church can live into this others-centered exist-
ence can be categorized as ‘outreach.’ We have members involved in Prison and Life Recov-

ery Ministries. (Deacon John, by the way, is always looking for more volunteers!) We have been involved in 
ministry to the poor and homeless through FLOOD Ministries. We have prayed publically for our city down-
town at the Liberty Bell. We have had a great number of people go through the Becoming a Contagious Chris-
tian course. We have run Theology Uncorked as a way to reach out to the skeptical and the curious. These are 
examples of the church reaching out, beyond itself, to those who are not members but who need the love of Je-
sus. I encourage you to reflect on how you might be involved in an outreach ministry. If you find yourself 
thinking, “I wish the church were reaching such-and-such a person,” then you might be beginning to sense a 
new calling! 
 
But there are less obvious ways that our church can exist primarily for the benefit of those who are not (yet) 
members. We can reflect on how to serve visitors who find their way over our doorstep on a Sunday morning. I 
don’t need to point out to you that in just a short time we will be moving into our “promised land,” and our vis-
ibility in the community of Bakersfield will greatly increase. My hope is that we can graciously welcome visi-
tors while neither anxiously trying to reel them in nor ignoring them as we tend solely to ourselves. In the past 
few months I have been in discussion with the Sunday School and Nursery ministries about how we can struc-
ture our programs to maximize our welcome to visitors. I would encourage you too, whether or not your minis-
try to the church happens on Sunday morning or at another time, to ask yourself, “How can I maximize my 
welcome to visitors?” The church, after all, exists for the benefit of those who are not its members. 
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In The Parish Family 
With sympathy to … 
 

  Mike & Mary Bensusan on the death of her mother, Rosella Brimmer Burr, a long-time member. 

 

  the Hannum Family on the recent death of Jackie, one of our active members, who was a member of the  
  choir and who taught Sunday School. 
 

Thank you to… 
 

  all those who helped with the planting at our new site.  Especially to Olga See, Dennis Gibson, Dennis  
  Pflugh, Larry Bright, Garrett & Bitsy Ming, and Mike Young.  Everything looks great! 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
 
March 5th 197  March 19th 185 
March 12th 200  March 26th 188 
 

Giving 

     Year-to-Date 
February       Actual      Budget        Actual        Budget      
Income     $42,617    $47,500      $90,891      $95,000 
Expense   $45,207     $44,691     $88,904      $89,384 

YOUTH MINISTRY EVENTS  
CALENDAR 

 

April 

    
 April 2nd Regular Meeting 
 April 19th PALM SUNDAY 
 April 16th EASTER 
 April 23th Regular Meeting 
 April 30th Regular Meeting 

Youth Group is on Sunday evenings from 
5:30 to 7 p.m.  

in the Kidz Connection Building 
 at St. John’s Lutheran Church. 

  Katie Franco 
 
 Chris Miller 
 
 Anna Mullins 
 
 Jeanie DeDios 
 
 Amanda Gauthier-Parker 
 
 Gloria Ah Mya 

 Bob Hall 
 Phil Lamirand 
 
 Hannah Dietze 
 Jan Salter 
 
 Luke Savage 
 
 Sally Bylin 
 
 Robin Starr 

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 

 Fr. Karl Dietze 
 Keith Flaming 
 Alyssa Longbottom 
 
 Franklin Gauthier-Parker 
 Nnamdi Oyeka 
 
 Tom Holson 
 
 Roger DeDios 
 
 Kaye Camp 

WANTED 
 

As our move to the new buildings approaches, we are 
in search of some items.  If you have any of the fol-
lowing and would be willing to donate them to the 
Church, please contact the office. 
 

Vacuum cleaner 
Web camera 
Bookshelves 
File cabinets 

Baby Changing Table 
Rocking Chair / Glider 

 
NEW ADDRESS 

 
Trinity Anglican Church 

11300 Campus Park Drive 
Bakersfield, CA  93311 
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HOLY WEEK & EASTER AT TRINITY CHURCH 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Palm Sunday 
Worship at 8 & 10 a.m. 

 
Maundy Thursday 
Worship at 7 p.m. 

 
Good Friday 

Service at 12 noon 
 

Easter Day 
Worship at 8 & 10 a.m. 

EASTER DECORATIONS 
 

Easter is coming, and our new 
church home awaits!  Please help 
us by donating towards the pur-
chase of Easter lilies to decorate 
our place of worship.  You can 
donate in celebration of some-
thing, or in memory of someone, 
and in thanksgiving for some-

thing. You may make your check out to Trinity 
Anglican Church, and mark “Easter flowers” in 
the “memo” section.   
 
Please call Tara, in the church office, ASAP, if 
you would like to make a donation. 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 
 
 

Our next Baptism will be 
on Sunday, April 23rd. 

 
If you or anyone you 
know wishes to be  

baptized, please call the 
church office and talk with 

Fr. Karl. 

NEIGHBORHOOD WALKS 
 

Now that we are moving into our new home, we want to get to know our new 
neighbors and extend the love of Christ to them! In May, we will have a 
“Grand Opening” and introduce ourselves, and our new facilities and pre-
school, to the community.  In order to personally introduce ourselves and tru-
ly get to know our neighbors, we will take “Neighborhood Walks” to let 
people know about the event and ask if they have any prayer needs our church 
family can uphold them in. 
 

During the weeks leading up to our Grand Opening, groups will go out into assigned portions of the neighbor-
hoods around Trinity.  We will have a brief explanation and training session on how to do “Neighborhood 
Walks” after Church on Sunday, May 7.  You can do as much or as little as you want, and you can pick a 
group that fits your schedule.  Don’t miss out on this exciting, easy, and low-key way to extend the love of 
Christ to our new neighbors! 
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OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

Sunday Morning 

at St. John’s Lutheran Church 

(until further notice) 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

5100 California Avenue 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Mark Smith      Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson      Jr. Warden 

Guy Lingo 

Jeff Mendoza 

Olga See 

Priscilla Beck 

Steven Brown 

Phil Lamirand 

Larry Bright 

Kaye Camp 

Harley Pinson 

Jerry Starr 

 Total Pledged:    $2,714,692 
 Total Collected:  $2,110,526 
 
In the month of March, we planted landscaping (thanks to all 
who helped!), flooring went down, and cabinets were in-
stalled.  As you may have noticed, the brick on some exteri-
or columns has been removed due to an installation error.  
The contractor, architect, and engineers are finalizing a solu-

tion.  Once they do, the brick will be reinstalled.  It will not be an issue for our occupancy and can be fixed after 
we are in the building if necessary.  The temporary offices have been “installed” and we are awaiting a permit in 
order to occupy the office building.   
 
As I write, we are nearing the end of construction!  Final inspections have begun and final cosmetic work is con-
cluding.  Once the final inspections have been passed, we will complete punch list repairs, and then we are free 
to occupy the buildings!  As soon as we know when we can move in, the news will go out, so keep your eyes 
and ears open! 

The sod is in!  Looking from the Learning  Center towards the Fellowship Hall. Our new stove!  More equipment is 
coming soon. 


