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Scenes from Heaven: Six Visions of the Risen Christ 
 

Heaven is popular right now.  There are books about heaven and even movies based on 
those books.  Even television is getting in on the act and giving us versions of that 
“better place.”  On the one hand, as followers of Jesus we should be excited that people 
are talking about things that are of eternal significance.  But on the other hand, we need 
to be careful that our knowledge comes from Scripture and not Hollywood.   
 
The Bible, though, really doesn’t have too much to say on the topic of heaven.  In the 
Book of Revelation, where the Bible seems to say the most, it is often in obscure and 
confusing imagery like rainbows resembling emeralds, strange creatures, and dragons.  
Despite all this challenging imagery, however, the central theme of Revelation is star-
tlingly clear: the Resurrected Christ is ruler over all. 

 
As has been said, a picture is worth a thousand words.  Pictures stick with us.  Pictures 
shape our imagination and even our longings.  Pictures have the power to shape our 
lives and our character.  James K.A. Smith, a scholar who has done much work in the 
area of cultural liturgy, suggests that this is how we, as human beings, are made.  He is 
worth quoting at length here: 
 
In short, our action emerges from how we imagine the world.  What we do is 

driven by who we are, by the kind of person we have become.  And that shaping of our char-
acter is, to a great extent, the effect of stories that have captivated us, that have sunk into our 
bones – stories that “picture” what we think life is about, what constitutes “the good life.”  
We live into the stories we’ve absorbed; we become characters in the drama that has capti-
vated us.  Thus, much of our action is acting out a kind of script that has unconsciously cap-
tured our imaginations.  (Imagining the Kingdom, p. 32) 
 

What Smith is getting at here is that these pictures that have shaped our imagination of the purpose of life 
have tremendous power to determine what kind of people we become.  It is a compelling case, and it certain-
ly makes sense of why we are so moved and motivated by books, films, television, and art.  It also makes 
sense of why Revelation comes to us as a series of visions.  They are images that are meant to captivate us 
and into which we are meant to live.   
 
During the season of Easter, our readings take us on a tour of six scenes of the Resurrected Christ from the 

book of Revelation.  It provides us with a wonderful opportunity to unpack the meaning of the resurrection 
from heaven’s perspective.  It also provides us with an opportunity to get scenes of heaven etched into our 

memory.  But most of all, it provides us with an opportunity to become like the One who died and rose for 

us, the One upon whom Revelation is centered: our Resurrected Lord Jesus. 

Pictures have 
the power to 

shape our lives 
and our  

character.   
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Trinity Family  Ministry 

  Growing Together in Christ         

                Sunday  School 

        on the Campus of St. John’s 
Pre-K—8th    

Meet  in the Sanctuary and then  
    process  to class after the prayer  

                                        of blessing. 

 

Youth Group - Sundays:  5:30-7:00 pm 

   

   CONFIRMATION CLASS 

◊   Confirmation is open to adults and students     

      10th grade or higher 
 

◊   Classes held Sunday mornings from  

        9:15-10:15  at St. John’s Lutheran 

 

◊   Six Weeks starting Sunday, April 3rd 

Contact Fr. Joe 

861-6020    or    joe@trinitybakersfield.com 

 

May 22nd  - Confirmation with  

Bishop Menees 
 

Contact Fr. Joe for more information 

Old(ish) Books People Should Read 
 

I am generally unsympathetic to claims that Christianity 
is not a religion of a ‘Book’ (the Bible) but of a 
‘Person’ (Jesus). The truth is that Christianity is both. As 
Christians we concern ourselves with worshipping and 
following a unique Person who leaps off every page of a 
unique Book. To be Christian is to read. Christian mis-
sionary activity, in fact, may be the greatest force for lit-
eracy the world has known (see Dana L. Robert, Christian 
Mission: How Christianity Became a World Religion). 
Christianity is literary, because we encounter Jesus 
through reading the Scriptures.  
 

Throughout the centuries, Christians have not only been 
readers but writers, as well. Many books have been left 
behind that we should read. Think of them as books that 
enable us to better understand the Book. Here are a few of 
them that I think Anglican Christians would do well to 
read: 
 

Athanasius, On the Incarnation—Rightly consid-
ered a classic. It grapples with the fundamental 
question of our salvation: Why did the Son of God 
become human? By the end of the book, Athana-
sius leaves the reader with an awestruck wonder at 
the God who stoops down into our fallen world in 
order to raise lost humanity to heights of heaven.  

 

Augustine, Confessions—The first great autobiog-
raphy. Augustine remembers before God his life, 
how he was drawn by God’s grace to faith, and 
how God continuously draws his soul deeper into 
the mystery of God.  

 

Martin Luther, Large Catechism—Luther brilliant-
ly and wittily covers the basic of Christian believ-
ing. His reflections are based on the four pillars of 
Christian teaching: the Ten Commandments, The 
Creed, The Lord’s Prayer and the Sacraments.  

 

Lancelot Andrewes, Private Prayers—Andrewes 
was perhaps the greatest Anglican figure of the 
Seventeenth century—preacher, Bible translator, 
theologian, but also a man of deep prayer. The 
Private Prayers give us a glimpse of a truly great 
prayer life that can inform and elevate our own.  

 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Life Together—Bonhoeffer 
was a German pastor who lost his life under Hit-
ler. Life Together examines the importance of 
community in the Christian life. It is a moving 
account of how God’s grace uses fellowship to 
help us grow. 

 

There are many more books that I could have mentioned. 
But these are a good place to start. Take up and read! 
 
Blessings, 

 

MEN’S BARBEQUE 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April 16th    6 p.m.  

Home of Mark Smith 

4/3 -   Youth Group 
4/10 -   Fun & Fellowship 

4/17 -   Youth Group 

4/24 -  Youth Group 

$10 tickets 

 

Tickets go 

on sale  

April 3 



 

 

  Katie Franco 
 
  Chris Miller 
 
 Anna Mullins 
 
  Jeanie De Dios 
 
  Amanda  
      Gauthier-Parker 
 
 Gloria Ah Mya 
 
 Bob Hall 
 Phil Lamirand 
 
 Hannah Dietze 
 Jan Salter 
 

 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

 Luke Savage 
 
 Hezekiah Bergman 
 Sally Bylin 
 
 Robin Starr 
 
 Fr. Karl Dietze 
 Keith Flaming 
 Alyssa Longbottom 
 
 Franklin  
      Gauthier-Parker 

 Nnamdi Oyeka 
 
 Tom Holson 
 
 Roger De Dios 
 
 Kaye Camp  
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By the Grace of God 
The Right Reverend Eric V. Menees 

V Bishop of San Joaquin 
will ordain 

 

Ron Christolear 
 

To the Sacred Order of Deacons 
in Christ’s One Holy Catholic and Apostolic Church 

 
Tuesday, May 3, 2016 

6:30 p.m. 
St. John’s Sanctuary 

Light Reception to Follow      

 

In The Parish Family 

  
Our Sympathy to … 

  

 Joyce Quilling and her family on the death of 
 Howard. 

 

 Joan Dezember and her family on the recent 
 death of Ray.  

 

 Kevin & Tracey Ray on the death of their son, 
 Casey. 
 
 Dcn. John & Linda LaMar on the death of his 
 mother, Bettie Chevess. 
 
 Dennis & Debbie Gibson, on the death of his 
 mother, Dorothy Gibson. 

  
Congratulations to … 

 

Those who received their first intentional com-
munion on Easter Sunday: 
 
 

  Liam Powers 
  Connor Powers 
  Hezekiah Bergman 

Easter Season 
Small Group Sermon Series 

Scenes from Heaven 

Six Visions of The Risen Christ 

 
This Easter Season, the Lectionary takes us on a 
tour of six Scenes from Heaven in the book of 
Revelation that show us the glory of our resur-
rected Lord and the joy that awaits His followers.  
Forget the chubby cherubs—these powerful 
scenes are meant to astonish us and inspire us to 
faithfully follow our incredible Lord Jesus today. 

   

Series Starts April 3rd 
 

Not in a Small Group?  Join one now! 
Contact Small Group Coordinator Garrett Ming 

gming78@gmail.com 

SAVE THE DATE 
Sunday, June 12th  

at noon at Yokut’s Park 



 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 
 

Attendance 
March 6th 206   March 20th 215 
March 13th 200  March 27th  395 

 
 

Giving 

     Year-to-Date 
February    Actual      Budget          Actual        Budget      
Income     $40,801   $47,500        $92,000       $95,000 
Expense   $44,011   $46,687         $86,911       $93,374 

5 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Total Pledged: $2,684,942 
 

Total Collected (as of 2/29/16): $1,259,746.10 
 

CONSTRUCTION IS  
SCHEDULED TO BEGIN  

BY APRIL 18!!! 
 
Our loan has been approved and permits are in hand.  
Once the documents have been signed, construction 

will begin!   

COOK BOOKS 
 
We have Church Cook Books 
available for sale.  They cost $10 
each and would make a wonderful 
Mother’s Day gift.  Please see 
Mildred Woods if you would like 
to buy one. 

HOLY BAPTISM 
 
 

The next service of Baptism is 
scheduled for Sunday, April 10, 
2016.  If you or someone you 
know would like to be baptized, or 
if you have any questions, please 
call Fr. Karl. 

 

Click here for more information 
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Trinity Anglican Church 
5100 California Avenue 

Suite 108 
Bakersfield  CA  93309 

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Rev. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

5100 California Avenue #108 

Bakersfield  CA  93309 
 

661-861-6020 Office 

661-861-6026 Fax 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

April 
2016 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

Sunday Morning 

at St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10:30 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

5100 California Avenue 

Suite 108 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Mike Young Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson Jr. Warden 

Ed Taylor Treasurer 
Anne Giles Clerk 

Steve McCalley 

Guy Lingo 

Jeff Mendoza 

Chad Savage 

Olga See 

Mark Smith 

Priscilla Beck 

Steven Brown 

Phil Lamirand 


