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HIDDEN TREASURES OF THE PRAYER BOOK
Occasional Prayers (p. 642-683)
This month as we continue our tour of Hidden Treasures of the Prayer Book, we will
look at the Occasional Prayers (p. 642-683). As followers of Jesus, prayer is essential
to our spiritual health. Sometimes people object to written prayers, holding that they
are rote and not “really” praying. While there can certainly be some truth to that belief,
clearly Jesus’ instruction to pray the Lord’s Prayer shows us that set prayers are not bad
in themselves. Why, then, are written prayers helpful?
I would point out three things.
First, we should all be able to pray extemporaneously in our own words. Prayer is simply conversation with
God, and as such, should come as naturally as talking with any other loved one. But with that said, sometimes
even with human relationships, we don’t quite know how to say what is going on in our hearts and minds.
So, second, written prayers can sometimes put into words what is going on inside of us. I have often said that
there are certain prayers that can say in sentences what I can only get out in pages. Consider, for example, Prayer 2: For the Universal Church (p. 646):
Gracious Father, we pray for your holy Catholic Church. Fill it with all truth, in all truth with all peace.
Where it is corrupt, purify it; where it is in error, direct it; where in anything it is amiss, reform it. Where
it is right, strengthen it; where it is in want, provide for it; where it is divided, reunite it; for the sake of
Jesus Christ you Son our Savior. Amen. (William Laud)
These prayers are “dense.” They pack so much into so few words, each of them jammed with meaning. And
they say it so well!
Consequently, third, written prayers can teach us how to pray well. If someone were to ask you to pray for the
worldwide church, what would you pray? These prayers are rich in content, but also full of good theology.
Some of them are written by great saints, like William Temple, Francis Xavier, Anselm of Canterbury, and
Thomas a Kempis, just to name a few. Consider this beautiful and powerful prayer from Julian of Norwich:
O God, of your goodness, give me yourself, for you are enough for me. I can ask for nothing less that is
completely to your honor, and if I do ask anything less, I shall always be in want. Only in you I have all.
Amen. (Prayer 92: For Satisfaction in Christ, p. 673).
Because there are one hundred twenty-five Occasional Prayers, you can find one for just about any situation! If
you have never looked through them, take a peek and pray a prayer – they are truly a treasure!
Blessings,
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A HOSPITABLE HEART

And they devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers . . . And day by day, attending the temple together and
breaking bread in their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts,
praising God and having favor with all the people. ~ Acts 2:42, 46-47a
Do you remember TV dinners? You know, those prepackaged meals that people
would put into the microwave and then plop onto those tacky tray tables while everyone sat around, glued to the television? A real picture of quality time… But even that
is outdated in the 21st century. With Smartphones, Tablets, Uber Eats, DoorDash,
etc., even this kind of community participation in a meal is outdated. Dinner happens
on the road, in your bedroom, alone at the table, or at your desk while you sit through
another evening meeting on zoom. Perhaps as the pandemic first unfolded, dinner
may have happened around the table for those who lived under the same house, but soon the old habits, and
the increased fervor of working longer hours at home than what were done in the office, have left those days
long behind for most.
The table has been such an important place throughout the history of God’s people: Abraham sharing a meal
with the three angels, the Israelites partaking of the Passover meal as they remembered their deliverance from
slavery and death in Egypt, Jesus teaching in the homes of tax collectors and sinners, and the Last Supper
where He instituted the New Covenant in His broken body and shed blood. God does powerful things
around the table of His people. This is exactly what the Church in Jerusalem found in their early days of
gathering together.
Now obviously, living in a pandemic for the last year has put a monkey wrench in this literal expression of fellowship, but it seems that there is something important happening here for Luke to have included this detail in
his book. These early Christians did life together. They didn’t just worship together in the temple, they dedicated themselves to the apostles’ teaching. Nor did they just pray together, they shared with those who were in
need. And if that were not enough, they also got into each other's homes, up close and personal in the nitty
gritty of everyday life and shared meals together in thanksgiving to the Lord, who was at the center of all
their meals.
What we see in this is that God doesn’t just want a corner of our lives. He’s not content with simply taking a
Sunday morning here, a Wednesday night there, an extra offering on Christmas Eve, He wants us! Every moment of our lives He wants for Himself in whatever we’re doing. This is not to say that we are to hang around
church people all the time and fill our calendar with every single event that the church puts on, no. Instead,
it’s a posture of living: A posture of hospitality, where God is invited into all the things that we do and
all that we are. That’s what Christian hospitality is at its core, it’s the invitation to God to enter into whatever
space we’re in. And by that invitation, we will live lives that are hospitable to others, inviting them to invite
God into all that they do and all that they are.
How hospitable is the space of your heart right now? Is your life the picture of distraction at the tv dinner, or
the busy App driven dinner on the go? The Lord desires to come and dine at the table of our hearts, and He
promises to feed us in abundance.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
We are excited to announce that the Sunday School will be offering in-person activities again! At the 10am
service, we will offer Sunday School for Pre-K through 5th grade in a combined classroom format in the Children’s Chapel in the Christian Education Building. Children will worship together, watch the What’s in the
Bible curriculum, and then return to worship with their parents after the sermon. Just as in our Sunday services, protocols are in place to maintain a safe and comfortable worship environment for every child. Details
on safety precautions will be sent out in an email to parents.
For more details, email Fr. Steve: steve@trinitybakersfield.com.
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In The Parish Family
In Sympathy for…
the Hanson family on the death of long-time member, Jan Hanson, on April 9th.
Nelda Higgins and family on the death of her husband, Mike, on April 24th.

Thank you to..
all those who made contributions to our Altar Guild, so that they could lovingly decorate our
church for Easter. Also, thank you to those who brought flowers to place on our Flower Cross.

NURSERY CARE AVAILABLE
AT 10AM SUNDAY SERVICE
We are happy to announce that we will once again be able to
offer Nursery Care (0-3yrs) at the 10am service on Sundays.
The Nursery will be cleaned before and after use and the staff
will be masked and follow safety protocols.

ALTAR GUILD DONATIONS
The Altar Guild has prepared a calendar for the remaining months of 2021. If anyone would like to make a donation to the Altar Guild in memory of someone, in celebration of an event, or in thanksgiving, you may do so in the way of Altar Flowers,
Wine & Wafers, or Aumbry Light.

Suggested donations are as follows:
Altar Flowers: $40 per bouquet
Wine & Wafers: $40
Aumbry Light: $20
For more detailed information, please contact Linda Schuler.
You can get her phone number through the
Church Office (665-7713)
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TRINITY PRESCHOOL
The Easter bunny came to Trinity Preschool. Bubbles! Balloons! Egg hunt! Candy!
Treats! Pizza! Cookies! And More! So many screams of happiness could be heard
throughout the Trinity Campus. It is a blessing to be able to create amazing memories
for our students!
Trinity Preschool at Belcourt is planning their
2020/2021 pre-k graduation, and I am extremely excited. Due to the Covid-19 pandemic last year, we were
not able to celebrate our graduates by walking the
stage. This year our graduates will proudly be in cap
and gown, smiling at their mommies and daddies as
they walk the stage to accept their preschool diploma.

Two of our amazing preschool teachers will soon be leaving us. They both are expecting a
baby and are blessed to be stay-at-home mommies. How exciting! We will miss them and
forever be grateful for everything they did for Trinity Preschool and for their students. The
entire preschool will be celebrating them at the end of the month to thank them for all they
do! Thank you, Ms. Erika and Ms. Gabby. We will miss you!
Summer registration is at its highest number of enrolled students that we have ever had during a
summer session! I am so proud of how our preschool is flourishing and praying we can soon get
back to how we were prior to covid. With our summer enrollment being so high, I am certain
our fall session will be as well!
Fall Enrollment is here! If you know any families with children between the ages of 2yrs-6yrs
old, and they are looking for a preschool, please send them our way! 661-282-5252. They can
either call the office or stop by our lobby! *Masks are required to enter our lobby!
Praying you are all doing well and staying healthy! If you are on Facebook and would like to follow us or
look at the many pictures I post of our amazing preschool program and students, feel free to like us and follow
us on our Trinity Preschool At Belcourt Facebook page!
Thank you for all your continuous prayers and support,
Jennifer Coburn – Director

A SERMON-BASED
SMALL GROUP STUDY
Series Continue to week of
May 16, 2021

Click here for
more
information
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MAY BIRTHDAYS
Andrew Chaffee
Ed Taylor
Kresten Carroll
Moriah Braun

Leonie Gauthier-Parker
Anne Lingo
Lauren Savage

Grace Franco

Skylar Chase

Edwin Camp
Mira Landucci

Shelby Nommensen

Ken Bomar

Stana Bright
Lisa Thomas

Benita Chase

Susie Karnes

Miles Garcia

Milton Pope
Chris Webber

Cindy Bomar
Roxanne Starbuck

Mike Chase, Sr.
Thomas Smith
Elijah Gatza

Kevin Hughes

TRINITY STATS
Financial
March 2021
Operating Income
Operating Expense
Building Debt Payment

Month
$43,062
$42,448
$12,719

Year-to-date
$126,234
$131,894
$38,157

Ages to Ages II
Total Pledged:
$1,832,926
Total Collected (as of 3/31/21): $1,801,832

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship
groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry,
and local and global Mission Outreach.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Morning
8 a.m. Holy Communion
10 a.m. Holy Communion

Livestream at 10 a.m.

Ed Taylor
Garrett Ming
Edwin Camp
Mary Jo Sawyer
Will Adams
Debbie Gibson
Angelo Haddad
John Karnes
Merry McCalley
Chris Miller
Lori Miller
Rick Radon
Linda Schuler

Treasurer
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Clerk

11300 Campus Park Dr.
Bakersfield CA 93311
661-665-7713
office@trinitybakersfield.com
www.trinitybakersfield.com

OUR CLERGY
The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector
The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector
The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon
The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon

