
 

 

 

WORSHIP LESSONS IN THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS 
 
 

In the past month, I have become profoundly grateful for the technology that allows 
us to gather even when we are far apart.  Moving services online has been both a 
challenge and an incredible blessing - we have had people tune in all the way from 
Europe!  Conducting services in a virtually empty room has also led me to reflect up-
on our need for corporate worship.  Here are two lessons this brief time has taught 
me. 
 

First, we have an innate need to gather together.  We are created for  relation-
ships, for fellowship, and for connection with people around us.  We are not meant to 
follow Jesus in isolation from other disciples, but to make the journey together. 
 

We aren’t just strengthened by being around others we are also being formed by growing up in the family of 
God’s people, the Church.  Just as we are shaped by our human families, so we are meant to be shaped and 
formed by the family of the Church. It is in God’s family that we are taught how to read the Bible faithfully 
and to pray well.  It is as a member of God’s family that we are encouraged and strengthened to follow Jesus 
even as we offer the same to the family through ministry.  
 

Second, good worship takes work.  At its hear t, worship is giving God His “worth-ship.”  It isn’t primarily 
a feeling that we get, but something that we give to God.  It begins in the heart with surrendered, trusting, lov-
ing obedience to God.  Sometimes it comes with an emotional blessing, but it is not to be confused with it.     
 

Since worship is something we offer, it requires our work.  In fact, that is what the word liturgical means: 
work of the people.  It isn’t a spectator sport; we have to put something into it.  We are only going to get out 
of the service what we are willing to put into it.   
 

For myself, without all the things I typically rely upon to help me enter into a worshipful frame of mind, the 
empty room shows me how important it is to be prepared for worship.   
 

So how do we prepare so that we can put more of ourselves into worship, whether in person or at home?   
 

It starts with the reality that we are dearly loved children who are meeting with God.  Meeting with God, 
whether in corporate public worship or in private prayer and study, is holy ground and should be treated 
as such.  It isn’t the time to eat popcorn and play games, but a time to be consumed by the overwhelming 
holiness and love of God.   
 

Come into that time expectantly.  Read the appointed passages ahead of time, start wrestling with them, 

and eagerly look forward to how God will unfold them.  Consider where you need to confess, repent, and 
seek God’s forgiveness.  Consider where you need God to hear your prayers.   

As you expectantly come to the service to meet with God and give Him yourself, you will be amazed at how 

much you get out of worship, whether on a screen or gathered in joyful fellowship.     

         Your Brother in Christ, 
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   Social Distancing with God 

 

Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain nor 

in Jerusalem will you worship the Father . . . But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the 

true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such peo-

ple to worship him. ~ John 4:21, 23 

 

When we stop to think about it, we have always practiced social distancing in one form or an-
other.  Driving down the highway, it’s often seen as rude and aggressive to tailgate another vehicle.  We also have 
our own personal bubbles of comfort in how close we can comfortably stand when talking to someone.  Ever had 
someone try to stand too close? Your reaction is most likely to move away.  There’s a difference between social dis-
tancing and social disconnection. 
 

In the story of the woman at the well, we see Jesus entering into a taboo space in social connection.  Jesus, a Jew, 
was asking a Samaritan woman for a drink of water.  Two strikes already on Jesus’s part for the social norms of the 
day as he is interacting with an unclean Samaritan and engaging a woman by herself.  Like someone standing too 
close in the grocery store right now, things quickly became uncomfortable and tense. 

 

Jesus uses this social discomfort to get to a deeper problem, a spiritual problem in social distancing with God.  The 
Samaritans and Jews disagreed on the proper place of worship to the Lord.  Each saw the other’s worship as invalid 
and not received by the Lord, mostly based upon a bias of location.  Jesus reminds the woman that worship is not so 
much about where you are at physically, but spiritually. 

 

When Jesus died on the cross, the gospels say that the temple curtain was torn in 
two from top to bottom.  The place of God’ righteous presence which the high 
priest could only enter into once per year, was now open to everyone.  God’s dwell-
ing place was no longer in a temple, but in our very hearts! 

 

Right now, as we are unable to worship together physically in our church building, 
do you feel distant from God?  Do you feel the need to social distance yourself from 
Him as we cannot worship in His house?  I’d like to encourage you that God is just 
as near to you now as He has ever been.  No virus, no physical gathering, no isola-

tion from God’s people, can ever separate you from His love and presence.  David says in the Psalms, “Where shall 
I go then from your Spirit, or where shall I flee from your presence? If I climb up to heaven, you are there; if I make 
my bed in the Grave, you are there also. If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the 
sea, Even there shall your hand lead me, and your right hand shall hold me. ~ Psalm 139:6-9 

 

God is near you, and He wants you to know and experience His presence right now more than ever.  So take some 

time to be in His presence.  Quiet yourself enough in the midst of the storm outside to know that He is very near and 

desires for you to cling to His ever present love.  Don’t social distance with God, because He will never social dis-

tance with you. 
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Y O U T H  G R O U P 
 

We want to give our heartfelt congratulations to our graduating seniors!  Our thoughts and prayers are with 
you as you finish out this important milestone in a strange and unusual time.  While we cannot celebrate in per-
son at this time we hope to be able to congratulate you face to face in the near future! 
 

For the month of May, we are providing some brief reflections on YouTube on Spiritual Rhythms in Solitude.  

Please view these at your leisure.  We hope that they will be a blessing to you at this time.  Be on the lookout for 

news regarding a social media platform for checking in with one another and sharing prayer requests through-

out the week.  Our plan at the moment is to hold brief Zoom meetings on Sundays at 6pm to check in with each 

other and pray.  Please do not hesitate to reach out to any of the youth leaders if there is anything that you 

need. ~ Steve 



 

 

In The Parish Family 
 

Congratulations to… 
 
  Jane Kleindienst on becoming a great-grandmother to Ezra Alexander Payne, who was born on March 20th. 
 
 

  our graduating high school seniors: 
   Chase Coburn, Paul De La Cruz, Joseph Fredrikzs, Grant Gauthier-Parker, and Josie Schreiber 

 
 
 

In Sympathy to… 
 

  Patty Smale on the recent death of her father, Dr. Robert Sheldon . 
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TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 
Dear Trinity Church Members,  
 
 As you all know, Trinity Preschool’s doors are temporarily closed due to Covid-
19.  In March, health officials announced the temporary closure of all Kern County 
schools and recommended preschools to do the same as a public precaution against 
the spread of the Coronavirus.  The Trinity Preschool Board and I are in close con-

tact with all appropriate agencies, and will reopen the preschool when it is safe to do so.   
  
Even though the doors of the preschool are closed, the communication that I have with each family is 100%.  I 
have stayed in contact by emails, phone calls, text messages and through our Facebook page. I have also pre-
pared a few packets of fun educational worksheets and coloring pages for each student.    
 
I am so proud of our amazing preschool staff.  The teachers and staff have remained in close communication 
with their students’ families, as well as preparing fun videos and activities for our students and posting the vid-
eos on our Facebook page.  It’s a blessing to receive, in return, pictures and videos from our preschoolers’ 
families and to share them with their friends through Facebook.   
 
These are very challenging and different times right now, and I miss seeing all the smiles and hearing the 
laughter down our preschool hallways.  I cannot wait until we can safely open our doors, and fill the class-
rooms with all those wonderful kiddos, teachers and staff.    
 
Please continue to pray and stay home until the “stay at home” orders are lifted or modified.  We are all in this 
together and when we do get to go back to safely living our lives, we are all going to be better than ever.    
 
Thank you for your continuous prayers.  
 
Much Love,   
Jennifer – Director  

NEW TO THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Our sister in Christ, Liz Kinney, is retiring to Oregon with her husband, Nile.  Her vacated seat has been 
appointed by the Board to Merry McCalley.  Merry also serves as Altar Guild Directress and on the Pre-
school Advisory Board.  At the annual meeting in January, she can stand for election to complete the un-
expired term.   

 
Our thanks to Liz for her years of ministry and service at Trinity and to Merry for her  

willingness to serve on the Board of Directors! 
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during coronavirus 
ON PAUSE  
 

With the uncertainty surrounding 
this pandemic, we have had to sus-
pend some scheduled activities.  As 
soon as it is safe to gather, they will 
be rescheduled.   

YOUTH GROUP:    weekly emailed video teachings and prayer check-ins  
     meetings through Zoom 
SMALL GROUPS:   meeting virtually through Zoom 
TRI-TIP TAKEOUT BBQ:   will take place as soon as it is safe to gather. 
HOLY BAPTISM:    will be scheduled as soon as it is safe to gather. 
STEVE BRAUN ORDINATION:  will be rescheduled as soon as it is safe to gather. 

FINANCIAL GIVING 
 

For those who are able, please continue your financial support of 
the church during this time as we still have operating costs.   
 

The best way to give is by mailing your donation to the church or using your bank for auto-
matic check payments.  We are still receiving mail and making deposits.  This method of 
payment allows the church to receive the full amount of the donation without any fees.   
 
For those who are unable to give in this way or who are simply more comfortable with 
online giving, donations can also be made through our website:   
 https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online  
 

Thank you so much for your continued love and support for Trinity. 

ONLINE SERVICES 
 
If you have an electronic device with an internet con-
nection (tablet, smartphone, computer, etc.), you can 
watch our online services at 10am on Sundays.  We are 
continuing to update and improve the system as new 
equipment arrives and as we become accustomed to a virtual congregation. 
 
You can go to our website to click through to our YouTube livestream, or those with Face-
Book can watch on our FaceBook page.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live  
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityAnglicanBakersfield/  

https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityAnglicanBakersfield/


 

 

 

Join in with a small group as we explore texts appointed for the 

Easter Season.  Weekly Bible studies will coordinate with Sunday 

sermons and will be distributed through the website and  

via email.  Groups will meet virtually for this series. 

EASTER STUDY SERIES 
Texts For the Season of Resurrection 

CLICK HERE TO  

JOIN A GROUP 

5 

CALLED TO SEMINARY 
AND PRIESTHOOD 

 

You may know Dave Peterson from his ministry in 
the choir, or as a lector, or at the altar as a chalice 
bearer, or you may have spent time with him and 
Roseann, his wife, in a small group.  Now, we will 
know him as our seminarian! 
 

After a period of discernment with our Parish Or-
dained Ministry Discernment Team, the Diocesan 
Commission on Ministry, and with Bishop Menees, 

all are in agreement that David Peterson has been called to the ordained ministry of the Priesthood.   
 

In the summer of 2020, Dave and Roseann Peterson will depart for Nashotah 
House Theological Seminary,  located about a thirty-minute drive west of Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin.  He will spend three years in study for a Master of Divinity, 
God willing and the Church consenting,  he will be ordained to the Priesthood. 
While it will be hard to see them go, we are very excited about the call that the 
Lord has placed on their lives! 
 

Seminary is a challenging time both physically and spiritually and the Petersons 
are looking for support.  There are three ways that you can support them: 
 

 Be a prayer supporter.  Seminary is both a physical and spiritual process and they need prayer covering.   

 Be a relationship supporter.  The Petersons have committed to maintaining meaningful relationships with 
their Trinity family and want to keep friends informed during their journey so that we may support one 
another.  

 Be a financial supporter.  The cost of seminary is great and the Peterson’s are seeking support to supple-
ment their seminary income.  If you would like to be a financial supporter, please consider making tax de-
ductible contributions to the Trinity Seminary Support Fund.   

 

If you would like to hear more about the Petersons’ call to seminary and ordained ministry, join us after the 
service on Sunday, May 3rd for a short presentation.   

The Peterson Family 

Nasthotah House Seminary 

https://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/sermon-study-series
https://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/sermon-study-series


 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
 

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 
Edwin Camp  Junior Warden 
Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Lynne Hall 

Merry McCalley 

Chris Thomas 

Angelo Haddad 

Chris Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Will Adams 

Jennifer Faulk 

Lori Miller 
 

 

MAY  BIRTHDAYS 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

 
Financial 

 

Mar 2020                  Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income                 $40,410 $116,175 
Operating Expense                 $47,320 $140,061 
Building Debt Payment     $12,876   $38,157  
 
Ages to Ages II 
 

Total Pledged:          $1,832,926 
Total Collected (as of 3/31/20): $1,386,930 

  Andrew Chaffee 
 Ed Taylor 
 
  Kresten Carroll 
 
  Moriah Braun 
 Christopher Hoss 
 
  Stana Bright 
 Lisa Thomas 
 
  Susie Karnes 
 
  Milton Pope 

  Leonie Gauthier-Parker 
 Ann Lingo 
 Lauren Savage 
  
 Skylar Chase 
 
 Elsie Bergman 
 
 Ken Bomar 
 Emily Wingle 
 
 Benita Chase 
 
 Miles Garcia 
 
 Cyndi Bomar 
 Roxanne Starbuck 

 Grace Franco 
 
 Maxine Chesney 
 Stephanie Faulk 
 Shelby Nommensen 
 
 Steven Brown 
 Edwin Camp 
 Mira Landucci 
 
 Mike Chase, Sr. 
 
 Thomas Smith 
 
 Elijah Gatza 
 
 Kevin Hughes 

CHURCH OFFICE 
 

The church office hours 
are modified at this time. 
Tara will be working 
from home on Mondays, 
Wednesdays, and Fri-
days.  She will be in the 
office on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m.    
 

If you need to reach the office at any time, 
Tara has arranged to have all calls forward-
ed to her cell phone.  The staff members are 
available by phone and email. 


