
 

 

 

 HIDDEN TREASURES OF THE PRAYER BOOK 

   Special Liturgies of Holy Week (p.553ff) 
 
At the end of March and into the beginning of April, we will keep Holy Week.  While Ho-
ly Week is fairly well known and not so much a “hidden treasure,” the symbolism is so 
rich and dense that sometimes the deeper meaning can be overlooked. Therefore this 
month, then, we will briefly explore the treasure of the Holy Week liturgies. 
 
Holy Week arose in the early church as an extension of an overnight vigil kept before 
Easter.  By the late 300’s, the church devoted time to commemorating Judas Iscariot’s be-
trayal and the Institution of the Last Supper on (Maundy) Thursday, the Crucifixion on 
(Good) Friday, and the Resurrection on (Easter) Sunday.  The service of Maundy Thurs-
day, “together with Good Friday, Holy Saturday, and the Great Vigil of Easter, form a sin-
gle liturgy; thus, the final blessing and dismissal is reserved for the conclusion of the Great 
Vigil” (p. 559).  This “single liturgy” is known as the Triduum. 
 
Part of the power of liturgy is in its repetition.  By repeating things, we can drive them deeper into our memories and 
make them a part of who we are.  But there is also power to be found in departing from what is normal.  We notice 
things that are different.  They stand out more and grab our attention. 
 
During the Triduum, there are many things that deviate from the norm.  At the conclusion of the Maundy Thursday 
service, the altar is stripped as Psalm 22 is recited.  This is symbolic of Christ being betrayed and taken away to die.  All 
of the appointments around the altar are removed so that it begins to resemble a tomb, empty and cold.  The last thing 
to be removed is the reserve sacrament, thus literally taking the elements that bear Christ’s Real Presence out of the 
Sanctuary and to an altar of repose.  It is a powerful and painful moment.  To drive it home further, the service simply 
ends in silence, waiting to be resumed on the next day.  If the sky is clear, you will leave the service under the bright 
light of a Passover Moon. 
 
On Friday, there will be no communion, no celebration.  The space feels like a tomb.  Items used in regular worship 
service are either missing or draped in black.  It is a solemn service of devotion before the Cross of Christ.  A painful 
and awesome reminder of the price of sin and the staggering love of our God who paid the price in His own flesh.  This 
is one of two days set aside for fasting (along with Ash Wednesday).   
 
On Saturday, toward the close of day, the Triduum finally comes to a close in the Great Vigil of Easter.  This is the first 
service of Easter.  The service begins as the darkness of the tomb is broken by the light of the Paschal Candle, 
“symbolizing Christ, the light of the world.”  The ancient song of praise, the Exsultet, hauntingly hangs in the darkness 
before several readings from Scripture prepare us for the Easter Acclamation and the return of light.  Baptismal vows 
are renewed as we celebrate that just as we have been buried into Christ’s death, so we, with Him, have been raised to 
newness of life.  At long last, the service will once again feel “normal” as we celebrate Holy Communion. 
 
It has been my experience that while any of the services of Holy Week is powerful on its own, the “hidden treasure” is 
the experience of keeping them together as the Triduum, the single liturgy of the Three Sacred Days.  They speak pow-
erfully on their own, but together, like an orchestra, the music of their voice is far richer and greater. 
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The Pilgrim’s Journey 
 

If they had been thinking of that land from which they had gone out, they would have had opportunity 
to return. But as it is, they desire a better country, that is, a heavenly one. Therefore, God is not 
ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared for them a city. ~ Hebrews 11:15-16 
 

The city was doomed to destruction.  The prophets from the land of the great king of 
the Celestial City had said it was so from times of old.  Yet the inhabitants of the land 
had paid little attention.  Surely the destruction wouldn’t come in their lifetime, so 
what was there to fear?   
 

The Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegorical tale of the Christian life in this world.  It tells of 
the man, Christian, who sets out on a pilgrimage from the City of Destruction to the 
Celestial City.  Along the way, he encounters many dangers and is tempted to turn 
away from the narrow path that leads to his deliverance.  Encounters with Satan and his minions are fantasti-
cal in their depictions, as Christian is forced into mortal combat with his foes sword to sword.  He even 
spends a season locked away in the darkest dungeons of giant Despair in Doubting Castle, where he questions 
if his life is even worth living in order to reach the Celestial City.   
 

While the portrayals may be extravagant in their allegorical depictions, there is seldom a scene that we are una-
ble to relate to in our own lives of pilgrimage in this world.  Upon examination, we will find that the struggles 
of the Christian life of 17th century England, shown though Bunyan’s allegory, really are not all that different 
from our own.  Filled to the brim with scriptural quotations and allusions, there is seldom a page that will not 
stir our hearts into a tangible encounter with God’s word as a double-edged sword to work its delicate surgery 
upon us.  Perhaps this is why it has remained the 2nd best-selling book in the English language, just under the 
Bible itself. 
 

I have read this book annually for a number of years now, and it has grown into a Lenten discipline for me to 
read through the text once again.  Every year, I am faced with the examination of my own soul in living out 
the call of discipleship, counting up the cost of what it looks like to take up my cross and follow after Jesus.  
It has that visceral action in my soul of the most penetrating practice of Ignatius’s Examan, whereby my mun-
dane acts of disobedience are laid bare for what they are, rebellion against the almighty God. 
 

Let this not dissuade you however from taking up this book, as it also has the most stunning depictions of our 
Lord’s great love and mercy and grace for the most wretched of sinners.  Seeing Christian’s burden of the law 
of death against his sin tumble into the sepulchre upon his laying hold of the cross of Christ, is an image sel-
dom forgotten.  Whether you find yourself in a place of doubt, fear, anger, apathy, or security in your walk 
with Christ, this book will have something to speak into your soul.   
 
           



 

 

In The Parish Family 
In Sympathy for… 
  

  the McCalley Family on the recent death of Steve’s father. 
 

  the Landucci Family on the recent death of Steve’s brother, Mark. 
 

In Celebration for… 
 

 Al & Karen Cartmell on the recent birth of their new granddaughter, Audrey. 

  TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 
Trinity Preschool had amazing Valentine’s Day parties!   

Celebrations were complete with arts and crafts, cookie decorating, 
Valentine’s Day cards, and pizza. YUM!  The preschoolers had so 
much fun.   A big thank you to our amazing teachers for creating an 
environment filled with so much joy for our students!   
 

 

Our preschool families were extremely excited to team up with church members to collect “Street Supplies” for 
FLOOD! Our students learned how giving to others in need is something Jesus loves us to do.  
 
“Read Across American” is coming up, and I am excited to share stories from Stockdale High School Students.  
This wonderful group of teens created video story times for our students to enjoy.   Thank you, Stockdale High 
School Students! 
 

The next school year, 2021/2022, will be here before we know it.  We will begin to enroll soon.  
Prayerfully, we will be able to go back to normal capacity.  Currently, we have started a wait-
list for enrolling.  Praise God!   Thank you, as always, for your constant prayers and support.  I 
pray you are all doing well and staying safe.  We are all in this together!     

Jennifer Coburn – Preschool Director  
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Lenten Evening Prayer 
with teaching on The Litany of Penitence 

 

Wednesday Evenings at 5:00 p.m. 
In-person and Livestream 
February 24—March 24 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS NOW FOR HOLY WEEK 
 

PALM SUNDAY ~ March 28 
MAUNDY THURSDAY ~  April 1 

GOOD FRIDAY ~ April 2 
EASTER VIGIL ~ April 3 

EASTER SUNDAY ~ April 4 
 

Set aside the days of Holy Week.  We are evaluating service options and will inform the congregation of details 
once services are set. 



 

 

    PRAYER VIGIL for MISSIONS 
March 20-21  

Sign-ups begin March 7 

ARE YOU IN A SMALL GROUP? 
 

We believe that followers of Jesus grow best in fellow-
ship and community with other disciples where we can 
help one another grow and can discern how God is 
working in one another’s lives (Eph. 4:16).  That’s why 
Small Groups are at the heart of how we grow here at 
Trinity!  Each year we engage in three sermon-based 
small group series (Epiphany/Winter, Easter/Spring, 
and Late Pentecost/Fall).   

 
Our next series is for the Easter Season and will last for six weeks.  It will begin the week of April 11 
and run through the week of May 16.  Most groups are currently meeting via Zoom. 
 
What kind of time commitment do I make to a group? 
 
We are mindful that we live in a busy culture and that certain times of year, like the holiday season, 
are particularly busy.  Small groups meet for three series each year, varying in length from five to 
eight weeks, depending on the calendar.   
 
What if I join a group that doesn’t “fit” with me? 
 
Because we are convinced that we grow best in fellowship with one another, it is important to find a 
group that “fits.”  It isn’t a matter of good or bad groups, but of finding the right group for you.  We 
want people to feel free to try different groups until they find the group that works for them.  We ask 
people to commit to their group for the length of the series.  At the end of the series, people are free to 
continue with that group, try another group, or take a break until a later series. 
 
How do I join a group? 
 
That’s the easiest part!  You can fill out the small group registration form on our website (http://
trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/join-a-small-group), call the church office (665-7713), 
or get in touch directly with our small group coordinator Debbie Gibson (emsbubby@icloud.com). 

Small Groups 

Growing together through  

fellowship and learning 
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Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Livestream at 10 a.m. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
Garrett Ming  Senior Warden 

Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Angelo Haddad 

Chris Miller 

Will Adams 

Edwin Camp Junior Warden 

Lori Miller 

Rick Radon 

Debbie Gibson 

John Karnes 

Merry McCalley 

Linda Schuler 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Financial 
 

January 2021                  Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income   $42,952 $42,952  
Operating Expense                 $47,617 $47,617 
Building Debt Payment   $12,719         $12,719 
 
Ages to Ages II  
Total Pledged:   $1,832,926        
Total Collected: $1,769,422 

 Ezekiel Gatza 
 
 Jeff Mendoza 
 
 Carolyn Foutch 
 Myron Lewis 
 
 Chris Olofson 
 
 Sharon Mendoza 
 Ken Miller 
 Reagan Williams 

 Josh Lewis 
 
 Debbie Gibson 
 Ainsley Nommensen 
 
 Reginald Bogie 
 Guy Lingo 
 
 Ethan Chase 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

 Jane Kleindienst 
 
 Phyllis Herrick 
 
 Emma Steward 
 
 Marlene Watson 
 
 Patti Taylor 
 
 Patty Smale 

 

 If a birthday is missing, please 
call the church office and Tara 

will put it in our system. 


