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June 2021 

Growing as Disciples of  Jesus Christ through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach 

OUR NEW ASSISTANT! 
WELCOME TO THE CHILDS FAMILY 

 

Luke & Trista Childs will be 
joining the Trinity family this 
summer from the town of 
Oakdale in Stanislaus County, 
California, as Luke assumes the 
position of Assistant Rector. 
 
Luke originally hails from Wol-
verhampton, England - some 
5,000 miles from Bakersfield - 
and five years ago found himself 

moving to the Central Valley for love. Luke was raised in 
the Church of England, and had begun to discern a call to 
ordained ministry following college graduation. He then 
spent some years in a Greek Orthodox Church in the UK 
before meeting Trista online. The couple spent a year in a VERY long-distance relationship, before Luke 
proposed and moved to California in 2016 to marry in July of that year. In 2018, Luke & Trista began at-
tending Saint Matthias Anglican Church in Oakdale, and welcomed their beautiful daughter Ada Jane a few 
months later. Throughout their time at Saint Matthias, Luke has served as Senior Warden, worship leader, 
preacher, small group leader, and more recently has overseen the church’s A/V livestreaming ministry. 
 
Trista is a born-and-raised Oakdalian, and came to faith in her High School years via a non-denominational 
church in her hometown. In later years, she began to visit Saint Matthias, seeking a Christian faith that is 
more historically and liturgically rooted. Following the birth of Ada in 2019, Trista paused her career as an 
elementary school teacher to become a stay-at-home mother, and has more recently served a public home-
school charter program as a part-time consulting teacher.  
 
In their spare time, the Childs family loves to travel, take Ada on park ‘play dates’, and enjoy a wide variety 
of thought-provoking television shows. Trista’s hobbies include crocheting, listening to music, and indoor 
cycling. Luke enjoys winding down with a good fantasy novel or robust theological book, as well as video 
gaming and a gamut of craft beers and scotch whiskeys. Ada enjoys a good bowl of Mac ‘n’ Cheese, watch-
ing The Wiggles, and avoiding her naps at all costs! 
 
Luke & Trista will additionally be welcoming baby Henry this October, so please join us in prayer for them 
in their time of transition not only to Bakersfield, but also as their family expands. 
 
The Childs family is very much looking forward to becoming a part of the Trinity family this summer; Luke 
is excited to preach, teach, and work with youth, and they are both looking forward to getting to know the 
community and forming lasting relationships. 
 

This month, we bid 
farewell and God’s 
blessings to the Braun 
family as they move 
into God’s next chap-
ter for their lives (see 
page 3 for more) and 
we  welcome to our 
new Assistant, Luke 
Childs, and his family, 
who are due to arrive 
in mid-August! 



 

 

 

 HIDDEN TREASURES OF THE PRAYER 
BOOK 

Rites of Healing (p.222ff) 
 

This month, we will explore the “hidden treasure” of the Rites of Healing.  
The Rites of Healing are comprised of three resources:  

• Reconciliation of Penitents 

• Ministry to the Sick 

• Communion of the Sick, which includes: 

• Additional Prayers 

• Prayers For Use By a Sick Person 

• Scriptures For Use By a Sick Person 
 

As the opening explanation (p. 222) makes clear, healing “was central to the ministry of Jesus” and is 
“central to the ministry of the Church.”  While “all Christians are called to be agents of healing,” the ser-
vices set forth in this section are intended to be used under the guidance of the clergy.  Much of what is set 
forth, though, can be used by lay people.  “These rites are foundational to the many ways that the Church 
ministers to those who suffer in body, mind, or spirit.”   
 

It is powerful that Reconciliation of Penitents is the first rite of healing.  As noted in the opening expla-
nation, “physical, emotional, and spiritual healing are often interrelated” (p. 222). Reconciliation, commonly 
referred to as Confession, can be a powerful healing experience as we confess aloud in the safety of confi-
dentiality and hear from the priest, speaking with the authority of the Church, that “the Lord has put away 
all your sins.”  Speaking personally, I have found through the years that Reconciliation has been, for many, 
a powerful spiritual and emotional healing that leads to physical and mental restoration. 
 

Ministry to the Sick is likely what most people think of when they think of Rites of Healing.  In this ser-
vice, the priest, or other authorized person, anoints the sick person with oil and prays for healing.  There 
are two things I would note in this rite.  First, the oil has been consecrated by the Bishop at a yearly service 
called the Mass of Chrism.  It is a powerful reminder that as we lay hands on someone and anoint them, it 
is the larger church gathered to pray.  Second, it is a practice that comes from the life of the earliest church, 
where the elders anointed those who were sick and prayed for them (James 5:13-14).  This is what the 
Church has always done! 
 

Communion of the Sick is exactly what it sounds like!  Reserve sacrament is brought to someone who is 
ill and unable to come to Church.  The use of reserve sacrament is intentional, as it ties the sick person 
back to the gathering of the faithful and makes them a part of what happened in corporate worship.  It also 
draws upon our understanding of the sacraments as bearing grace.  In other words, the grace found in Holy 
Communion is helpful for healing.  In fact, the Early Church referred to Holy Communion as “the medi-
cine of immortality.”   
 

Tucked into the Communion of the Sick are three wonderful resources: Additional Prayers, Prayers For 
Use By a Sick Person, and Scriptures For Use By a Sick Person.  Just as with the Occasional Prayers 
(May 2021 Messenger), these prayers are a wonderful resource to be used in prayer for those who are sick, 
both others and ourselves.  Also found here (and on page 269) are Scriptures For Use By a Sick Person, 
offering us God’s Word addressing our infirmity.  These prayers and Scriptures are a true treasure for train-
ing and equipping us to work for healing! 
 

The fact that these rites are in our Prayer Book reminds us that healing truly is central to the work of the 
Church!  If you haven’t explored them before, be sure to get familiar with what a treasure they are in teach-
ing and encouraging us to be ministers of healing! 
        Yours in Christ, 
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A NOTE OF THANKS AND FAREWELL 
from Fr. Braun 

 
Dear Trinity Family, 
 
It has been an honor and a privilege to serve as your Assistant Rector for the past two years. 
While much of our face to face time was cut short due to the pandemic season, I am truly thank-
ful to have gotten to know each of you in whatever circumstances we were able to share together. 
This has not been an easy season for any of us by any stretch of the imagination and I am sorry 
that we will not see through the end of this time together. Yet God is calling each one of us to 
play our part as members of the Body of His Son Jesus Christ. In this next season, mine is to fo-
cus more on my family and to follow Him in the next chapter that He is calling our family into. 
My prayers are with each one of you that the Lord will grant you strength to do His work and to follow after Him in 
every step of your journeys. There is much work to be done in this ripe-for-harvest field here in the Bel Court neigh-
borhood and throughout Bakersfield. The Lord is calling each of you to that harvest field. Be bold in living and pro-
claiming the gospel and He will give you a great crown in heaven. 
 
I’d like to thank everyone for the kindness, love, and generosity that you have shown to our family. For all the help in 
getting settled here in Bakersfield, the love expressed to my wife and children, the gifts and meals for the birth of Abi-
gail, and all of the little things each step of the way. I’d also like to thank our small group, the financial peace universi-
ty class of 2019, the AV team in keeping us running every Sunday, Children’s Ministry teachers and volunteers, Youth 
Ministry volunteers, parents of all of the children, and trusting our team to partner with you in raising your children in 
the faith.  Thank you to the Altar Guild for making everything beautiful for our Lord.  Thank you to the OSL healing 
prayer team in holding me and others up in prayer, the Daughters of the Holy Cross in lifting my family up in prayer, 
the youth for sharing the last two years with me, the children and all of their smiling faces, for Jennifer and the pre-
school and all of the teachers, parents and children, in sharing Jesus in the little moments, the musicians for all of their 
beautiful work.  Thank you to Tara and all of her help in keeping things going each week in the office, for Sue and all 
of her beautiful work in directing our musicians and filling this space with a joyful noise to the Lord, to Deacon Ron 
and Deacon John for the privilege of serving beside them every week and in their outreach ministries. And lastly, to 
Fr. Karl and his whole family, in mentoring me through these first years of parish ministry and the privilege to work 
alongside him in shepherding this flock. I’m sorry for anyone who I have missed in giving thanks, know that I am 
grateful for all of your work in God’s Kingdom. 
 
Goodbyes are never easy for any of us but I hope that we will not see this so much as a goodbye, but as believers in 
our Lord Jesus that this would rather be “until we meet again.” God be with you my brothers and sisters ‘til we meet 
again. 
 
In Christ, 
Fr. Steve 

NURSERY CARE AND SUNDAY SCHOOL  

AVAILABLE AT 10AM SUNDAY SERVICE 
 

We are happy to announce that we will once again be able to offer Nursery Care (0-3yrs) 

and Sunday School (PreK-5th) at the 10am service on Sundays.  The Nursery will be cleaned 

before and after use and the staff will be masked and follow safety protocols.   



 

 

In The Parish Family 
 
In Sympathy for… 
 

  The Kelly Family on the death of Tom on May 28th and the death of John on May 22nd. 
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                 TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 
 
    
 
 
      
 

 
Our preschool graduation was amazing!  It was held 
outside in the church courtyard, complete with a 
stage, decorative yard signs, balloons and over 100 
guests.  The graduates were looking sharp in their 
caps and gowns, and their smiles could be seen all 
around the campus.  We could not be prouder of our 
28 Pre-K graduates.  Thank you to our amazing 
teachers, staff, preschool board, and Fr. Karl for all 
of your continued support.  I can not wait to see how the next school year goes.   

 
Our summer session is near, and I am excited to say our classrooms are filled once again.  We are waiting 
to get the green light from Community Care Licensing for Childcare allowing us to lift restrictions.  We 
plan on adding fun themes throughout the weeks for our students.  Some examples are gardening…. plant-
ing fresh veggies or plants in our new garden, pretend camping, and cooking smores outside, enjoying wa-
ter play and dancing to fun music, or dressing up western style.  If restrictions allow, we will be inviting our 
amazing local community helpers to Trinity Preschool.  YAY!  
 
We are currently looking to hire more fully-qualified teachers to join our Trinity Preschool family.  Please 
continue to pray for the right candidates to come along.  By adding more staff, we will be able to fill our 5th 
and final classroom, as we were running prior to Covid.  Do you know someone who might be interested?  
If they have the four-core required early childhood development units, please have them call the office or 
send them to our lobby to inquire about the position. @ 661-282-5252 
 
Here’s a cute joke told to me from one of our students!   

What do you call a train that sneezes?  ACHOO-CHOO TRAIN!  That made me smile!   
 

I pray that you all have a wonderful summer filled with family and love.  Stay safe and be healthy!    
 
Be Blessed,  
   Jennifer  
 

 

 



 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Livestream at 10 a.m. 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
Garrett Ming  Senior Warden 

Edwin Camp   Junior Warden 

Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Will Adams 

Debbie Gibson 

Angelo Haddad 

John Karnes 

Merry McCalley 

Chris Miller 

Lori Miller 

Rick Radon 

Linda Schuler 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Financial 
 

April 2021                  Month           Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income   $39,719 $165,266 
Operating Expense                 $42,580 $174,475 
Building Debt Payment   $12,718 $50,876 
 
Ages to Ages II  
Total Pledged:           $1,832,926 
Total Collected (as of 4/30/21):  $1,815,572 

 Gigi Fotis-Smith 
 Conner Nommensen 
 
 Abigail Braun 
 
 Mark Smith 
 
 Eric Dyer 
 
 Mary Kerber 

JUNE  BIRTHDAYS 

 

 If a birthday is missing,  
please call the church office and 

Tara will put it in our system. 

 Gregory Fotis 
 Harrison Gauthier-Parker 
 
 Grace Smith 
 Ethan Thompson 
 
 Dennis Gibson 
 
 Don Steward 
 
 Garrett Ming 

 Addison Coburn 
 Kristin Garcia 
 Joy Rose 
 Justin Steward 
 
 Jerusha Braun 
 Steve Landucci 
 
 Marguerite Biklian 
 James White 
 
 Dorothy Fitzgerald 
 
 


