
 

 

 

 Say Thank You To Athanasius  
 
These days, few Christians know who Athanasius (c. 297 – 373) is, and yet, week after 
week as the Nicene Creed is proclaimed throughout Christendom, we owe him thanks.  
So who is Athanasius? 

 
Athanasius was born in Egypt around 297AD and was still very 
young when persecution struck the Church in Egypt.  Persecution, 
it turned out, would persist throughout his life.  He was formally 
educated in the catechetical school of Alexandria and quickly rose 
to prominence, becoming personal assistant to Bishop Alexander 
of Alexandria, even accompanying him to the Council of Nicaea 
in 325.  When Bishop Alexander died in 328, Athanasius succeeded him as bishop, serving 
in that position for  46 years, although seventeen of those years were spent in five separate 
exiles. 
 

One of Athanasius’ gifts to the Church was his account of the life of St. Antony of Egypt, considered to be one 
of the early pioneers of what became the monastic movement.  Antony, according to him, taught that the Chris-
tian life was a battleground upon which to give oneself wholly to God by resisting evil and surrendering to Je-
sus.   Athanasius’ biography of Antony inspired thousands of people to take up the monastic life.   
 
Perhaps the primary thing that Athanasius is known for is his staunch defense of the Nicene faith against the 
teachings of Arianism.  Central to Athanasius’ thought were the incarnation and atonement.  Humanity had lost 
the life of God, and had therefore entered into increasing decay, corruption, and the loss of the image and 
knowledge of God.  God restored us by taking our flesh upon Himself and going to the cross to remove the bar-
rier of sin and unite us to Himself in Christ, thus restoring our lost Life.   
 
At the heart of the Arian controversy was a debate over the divinity of Jesus.  Jesus, the Arians said, could not 
be divine because he owes his existence to another.  Because God cannot depend upon another for existence, 
Jesus therefore cannot be God.  Athanasius, though, drew attention to the difference between being created and 
being begotten.  One creates from material outside oneself, but one begets from one’s own substance.  Cookies 
are created, children are begotten.  It is the very nature of the Father, he said, to beget the Son and it is the very 
nature of the Son to be begotten.  The Son does not owe existence to the Father because the Father, in order to 
be who He is, must beget the Son.  
 
While some then, and even today, feel that these theological debates are squabbles over words, Athanasius saw 
how much was at stake.  The Son not only is God, he maintained, but must be God in order to save us.  In Jesus, 
humanity and God are united, not solely in the person of Jesus, but also in our union with Him by faith.  It is 
through our union with Jesus that we die to sin and have eternal life.   
 
Ultimately, the Church gathered in 381 AD at the Council of Constantinople and reaffirmed the belief of the Ni-
cene Creed.  In no small way, then, every time we stand to confess our faith, we have Athanasius to thank for it.   
        

 
 

                                                              Yours in Christ, 
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In The Parish Family 
 

Congratulations to… 

 

 Kurtis & Kristin Garcia on the birth of their new son, Miles Taylor Garcia, who was born on May 15th.  Big 
sister, Gwen and grandparents, Ed & Patti Taylor are filled with joy! 
 

In Sympathy to… 

 

 the Wickersham Family on the death of Betty on May 23rd. 
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Sunday june 9 

After the 10am service 

On the church campus 

tickets on sale NOW  

$5 Adults 
$2.50 Kids (3-10) 
Under 3 free 

Saturday, June 29 
11:30 a.m. 

 Help By 
      Filling grocery bags 

     Cooking team 

     Event servers Sign up today! 



 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
 
 

May 5th 189   May 19th 191 
May 12th 178   May 26th 168 
 

Financial 
 

April 2019                   Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income     $53,590          $273,620 
Normal Operating Expense   $31,362          $148,160 
Building Debt Payment         $12,719            $50,876  
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            SUMMER IS HERE AND WE ARE READY!  
 
We are all very excited about our new school-age kids Summer Camp! We have planned 
some fun activities for both programs.  Preschool and school-age kids will be having fun 
with science experiments, outdoor sports play, cooking sessions, water play and so much 
more!  This summer, our school will be almost full and we continue to grow.  We will 
continue to spread the word about our amazing school and its programs.  
 
 

                           Mother’s Day was a SUCCESS!   
 

We honored all our Trinity Preschool moms with a craft project, done by themselves and their child, and filled 
their bellies with yummy muffins, donuts, fresh fruit, coffee and juice!  SUCH A FUN MORNING!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Thank you to Olga See, from “O See Em Bloom” for the generous donation  
of garden flower pots, soil and seeds. We can’t wait to see the blooms!  
 
Our next school year’s enrollment is already looking like we will be full again and we have a long waiting list! 
Thank you to all our teachers and staff for doing such a wonderful Job!    We at Trinity Preschool will continue to 
provide a nurturing, educational and fun environment for all our current and future preschoolers!  
 
Thank you to all of our Trinity church members for all of your support and prayers during this second school year 
here at Trinity Preschool! 
 
Love,  
Ms. Jennifer - Director 

Total Pledged:              $1,832,926.00  
Total Collected (4/30/19):  $933,290.83  
 

Interior electrical and plumbing work has begun.  
Ductwork for the HVAC system has been installed.   

Inside the Library 



 

 

 

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 

Larry Bright  Junior Warden 

Kaye Camp  Clerk 

Jerry Starr 

Lynne Hall 

Will Adams 

Liz Kinney 

Chris Thomas 

Angelo Haddad 

Chris Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Mary Jo Sawyer 

 

Ed Taylor     Treasurer 

 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship groups, with  
every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, and local and  global  
Mission Outreach.  

  Dorothy Fitzgerald 
 
 Gregory Fotis 
 Harrison Gauthier-Parker 
 
 Marilyn Brown 
 Jewel Burton 
 
 Grace Smith 
 Ethan Thompson 
 
 Dennis Gibson 
 
 Don Steward 

  Jennifer Maloney 
 
  Addie Coburn 
 Ken Cooper  
 Kristin Garcia 
 Joy Rose 
 Justin Steward 
 
  Steve Landucci 
 
  Zee Shelton 
 
  Marguerite Biklian 
 Chris Thomas 
 James White 

 Garrett Ming 
 
 Gigi Fotis-Smith 
 Theodore Hoss 
 
 John Kelly 
 
 Mark Smith 
 
 Eric Dyer 
 
 Mary Kerber 
 John Noland 
 

SUMMER HOURS 
 
Each year from Memorial Day 
weekend to Labor Day weekend, 
our church office will be closed  on 
Friday afternoons.  The Friday 
hours are 8 a.m. to noon.   

SEEING RED? 
 

Pentecost is on Sunday, June 9th.   
 
As we celebrate the outpouring of the 
Holy Spirit, we invite people to wear 
RED to church on Pentecost.  Go 
through your closets and find the per-
fect outfit - a red hat, or scarf, or 
blouse or tie or just use your imagina-
tion!  It is a wonderful sight to see the 
pews filled with red. 


