
 

 

 

         Making Disciples: Pray, Engage, and Love 

“All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me.  Go therefore and make  
disciples of all nations…” Matthew 28:18-19 

 

I recently (June 21) preached a sermon based on Matthew 10:14-33 surrounding the theme 
of being called to follow Jesus as disciples who proclaim the Kingdom in word and deed 

as we make disciples of all nations.  At the end of that sermon, I suggested that we make 
disciples as we Pray, Engage and Love.  

So what does that look like? 

Pray.  We should pray for  the spread of the good news of Jesus.  We should pray for  people to come to 
know their Savior, and for the Lord to give us opportunity to share His love with others.  We should pray for 

open eyes to recognize those opportunities.  These should not be tacked on prayers, but one of the main 
things that we pray. 

Engage.  We need to find ways to intentionally engage those around us.  Sometimes these oppor tunities 
arise suddenly.  We need to go into every moment with our eyes and ears open for the opportunity to draw 

someone to Jesus.   

We also, though, need to cultivate intentional moments and intentional relationships.  That can mean every-
thing from taking some flowers or fruit from your garden to a neighbor or listening for areas of need where 
you can minister to them.   

We can also engage as we share how our faith in Jesus impacts our life every day.  If we hear a sermon or 

read an article that helps us, we can share it with someone as simply as, “I really found this blessed me and I 
thought you might be blessed by it too.”   

Finally, it’s important that our interactions with others take place both in-person and virtually. The way we 
conduct ourselves face-to-face and in the virtual world is a witness to Jesus.  What do people know of your 

love of Jesus from your personal and digital presence?  Who would people say that Jesus is based on your 
presence? 

Love.  We give of ourselves to bless and help people in the name of Jesus.  That can mean helping them 
physically, and it can mean helping them emotionally and mentally.  Recent studies indicate that seventy per-

cent of young persons are struggling with mental health during this pandemic.  It is a painful number, but it 
is also a place where the love of Jesus can make a difference.   

One of the things that so many people need is to be listened to.  When no one listens to us, we feel isolated, 
and that isolation can give rise to mental health issues.  The goal of listening is not to respond, or to fix 
someone, or to make them see things our way, or to pacify them.  The goal of listening is to value them by 

understanding what is going on inside of them.  That kind of listening heals people.  Whether it is racial ten-
sion, elder loneliness, or depression across the spectrum, perhaps one of the most loving and healing things 
we can do is simply listen to people to understand them and come alongside them.  Listening is a profound 

gift of love.   

We are called to make disciples to Jesus as we Pray, Engage, and Love.  May we do so fearlessly and obediently, 
that the Kingdom may spread and our lives be transformed in the process.       
        Blessings, 
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                          It’s Not Too Late 
 

He made a covenant with Jacob, and gave Israel a law, which he commanded our forefa-
thers to teach their children . . . That they might put their trust in God and nor forget the 

works of God, but keep his commandments ~ Psalm 78:5, 8 
 

With the month of July comes the winding down of the high of graduations and many in our 
midst are preparing to send their children off to the next stage of life.  At this time of year, I 
often find myself wondering what the future of my children will be like, and what my role 
will be in shaping that future.  Perhaps I am getting ahead of myself and ought to be more 
focused upon the issues that come up today, like “how am I going to handle a boundary pushing five-year-old, an 
adventurous almost four-year-old, a devious two-year-old and one about to pop out of the oven without my wife 
and I losing our minds?”  But then again, maybe we ought to be considering these matters as parents while there is 
time to make a game plan. 
 

Dan Dupee’s book, It’s Not Too Late, offers a healthy check-up to parents of children of all ages with a focus upon 
the formative years of teenhood.  In this book, Dupee seeks to explore the possible answers to the question of, “how 
will my child walk through teenhood and remain a Christ follower on the other side?”  More importantly, Dupee 
hopes to lay out a pattern of parenting and lifestyle, which seeks to form children and teens into a lively faith: 
 

“The young adult Christian owns his or her faith in Jesus Christ, reflects it in priorities and decisions, and lives it in commu-
nity with other believers, seeking to influence the watching world” 

 

Family 

 

Dupee emphasizes that it is the parents who most significantly influence the outcome of the lives of their chil-
dren.  And the way we live, the messages that we send through what we say and what we do, matters: “We may say 
Jesus is top dog and then undermine our words in favor of good grades, suitable spouses, and prestigious careers.”  
 

So what about those who feel like they have already lost the battle?  Are the mistakes we’ve made as parents too big 
to overcome?  Dupee encourages us to take heart!  The battle for our children’s faith is not one or lost based upon 
our own perfection:  “Both biblical teaching and research proclaim this welcome truth: your child’s successful 
transition to adult Christian faith does not depend on you getting everything just right.” Dupee stesses the im-
portance of sharing our mistakes with our children and being able to admit when we are wrong.  Our children aren’t 
looking for us to be God, they are looking for us to be parents. 

 

Community 

 

Formation in adolescence is about more than just what occurs inside the home, our children need strong Christian 
role-models outside of their nuclear family: “Your kids need to see that other respectable grown-ups are as crazy 
about Jesus as their parents.” Dupee asks the question of what it might look like to have other respectable adult 
Christians pouring into the lives of our children as they do life together.  It is a question of discipleship: building up 
the next generation of believers to fight the good fight. 
 

Dupee is also well aware of the sobering reality of living in a fallen world.  No matter how hard we try or how big 
we may blow it with our children, ultimately who they become is not in our own hands: 
 

“Sometimes, the best we can do as humans is to live within the tension of two seemingly irreconcilable truths.  We have tre-
mendous influence on the kinds of people our children become.  And yet, we can do everything right—spend lots of time with 
our kids, surround them with wonderful Christian influences, saturate their lives with God’s Word, model godliness and joy in 
our own lives—and still have things go way off course.  Conversely, we can feel doomed by a besetting sin of some kind and 
see God somehow reach our kids in spite of (or because of) our own brokenness.” 
 

May God reach the hearts of all of our children and form them into a generation that fears the Lord, and may He do 
so through and in spite of ourselves. 
 

          Blessings, 
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In The Parish Family 
 
 

Congratulations to… 

 

the Braun family on the birth of Abigail Phoebe!  Everyone is doing well.  Those interested in providing 
meals for the family can sign up for Meal Train at:  https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/9ley7k  
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                                                    TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 
Trinity Preschool’s Drive–By Graduation and “Say Hello” 
to the teacher’s celebration was a complete success.  Our 
current 2019/2020 preschool families were invited to stay 
in their cars and drive by waving, honking, cheering and 
smiling.  The families were also able to social distance 
themselves to take photos.  Our campus was decorated 
with congratulations signs, and we had a surprise visit 
from Baby and Mama Shark, dancing to music and blow-
ing bubbles.  Super Fun! 

 
 
 

We congratulated our students and gave them goodie bags, filled with coloring books, reading books, crayons, 
treats & Playdoh.  The graduates’ goodie bags were completed with a graduation hat and preschool certificate.  
We received a generous donation for pizza and drink for each student, donated by Cubbies Chicago Style Piz-
za of Bakersfield and a gift certificate for each student donated by Rocket Fizz Candy store in the Market-
place.  WOW!  What a blessing for our community to come together to celebrate our very own Trinity                           
Preschool students.   
 
The preschool is still temporarily closed due to Covid-19.  Throughout this difficult time, it is such a blessing 
to have the support from all of our Trinity Preschool Families.  The numerous emails, phone calls, and mes-
sages I am receiving have been nothing but positive.  I am receiving many “thank you’s” for putting the safety 
of the children, staff and families first.  I am very thankful for our families and their support during this diffi-
cult time.  Our Preschool Board Members are truly Amazing, and I thank them for all that they do.   
 
Trinity Preschool prays to re-open in August.  We will be doing touchless temperature checks upon the stu-
dent’s arrival as well as throughout the day.  There will be new touchless sanitizer stations throughout the fa-
cility as well as new drop off and pick up procedures for the parents.  Trinity preschool teachers and staff are 
prepared to follow any new state wide guidelines and recommendations given by Community Care Licensing 
for Childcare as well as from CDC and Kern County Health Department.   I am proud to be the Director of 
such an Amazing Preschool.  
 
Prayers and love, 
Jennifer Coburn – Director  

https://www.mealtrain.com/trains/9ley7k


 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

 
Financial 

 

May 2020                  Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income    $43,189       $227,343 
Operating Expense                 $59,606       $236,173 
Building Debt Payment     $12,719         $63,595 
 
Ages to Ages II 
 

Total Pledged:  $1,832,926         
Total Collected (as of 5/30/20): $1,417,415 
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FINANCIAL GIVING 
 

For those who are able, please continue your financial support of the church 
during this time as we still have operating costs.   
 

The best way to give is by mailing your donation to the church or using your bank for automatic 
check payments.  We are still receiving mail and making deposits.  This method of payment allows 
the church to receive the full amount of the donation without any fees.   
 

For those who are unable to give in this way or who are more comfortable with online giving,  
donations can also be made through our website:  https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online  
 

Thank you so much for your continued love and support for Trinity. 

REGATHERING for IN-PERSON SERVICES 
We anticipate being able to offer in-person services beginning July 12.  Under cur rent guide-
lines, facemasks and seating reservations will be required for attendance.  Seating will be limited in 
order to maintain safe social distancing.  Reservations will open for each Sunday service on the pre-
ceding Monday, and can be made through the church website or through the office.  Only one week 
will be open at a time so that we can respond to any ongoing changes in public health policies.  Noti-
fication will be given when regathering is confirmed and reservations are available. 
 

We will continue to livestream services.  If you feel sick, have been exposed to 
COVID 19, or are part of a vulnerable population, we ask that you stay home and 
enjoy the service online.  If you have an electronic device with an internet connec-
tion (tablet, smartphone, computer, etc.), you can watch our online services at 10am 

on Sundays.  You can go to our website to click through to our YouTube livestream, or those with 
FaceBook can watch on our FaceBook page.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live  
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityAnglicanBakersfield/  

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

 

 
Tara continues to work 
from home, but will be in 
the office on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays.  You can reach 
her at any time by just call-
ing the church office (665-
7713).  All the church calls 
are being forwarded to 
Tara at her home. 

https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityAnglicanBakersfield/


 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
 

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 
Edwin Camp  Junior Warden 
Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Will Adams 

Angelo Haddad 

Lynne Hall 

Merry McCalley 

Chris Miller 

Lori Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Rick Radon 

Chris Thomas 

 

JULY  BIRTHDAYS 

  Matthew Dietze 
 Peter Leigh-Pink 
 Kathleen Schoen 
 
  Meg Pryor 
 
  Regina Pryor 
 
  Chase Coburn 
 Ken Knight 
 
  Mary Jones 
 Dcn. John LaMar 
 Vicki Moore 
 Patti Quijada 
 
  Dave Schieber 
 Amanda VanderPoel 

 Kathy Dyer 
 Claudia Moore 
 Larry Ray 
 
 Shane Coburn 
 
 Dreda Pitchford 
 Donnie Steward 
 
 Gay Monroe 
 Lisajo Radon 
 Kevin Schofield 
 
 Tara Michaels 
 
 Maxwell Kutzner 
 Paul Pruett 
 
 Janet Poteete 
 
 

 Enrique Salazar 
 
 Marjorie Bergman 
 Eliza Gauthier-Parker 
 
 Peter Nommensen 
 Ray Watson 
  
 Don Clark 
 Olga See 
 
 Susan DeNatale 
 
 Dave Peterson 
 Paul Steward 
 
 Hannah Braun 
 Ava Steward 
 
 Zoe Bogie 


