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THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
Part 1: Why They Matter

Recently, our Sunday lessons included the Ten Commandments as found in Deuteronomy 5.
As I was listening to the lesson being read, it struck me that not too long ago, the Ten Commandments (The Decalogue) was recited regularly in church services and they were often
printed, or even carved, into the walls of churches.
The ancient process of teaching Christian fundamentals, known as catechesis, centered on
three key bodies of knowledge: the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, and the Ten Commandments.
In the Creed, we receive the essential knowledge of our faith as revealed in Holy Scripture. In the Lord’s Prayer,
we are given a model and means of prayer that keeps us connected to Jesus. In the Ten Commandments, we learn
how to live the life that our Lord Jesus embodied.
For the next few months, we will explore what the Anglican Catechism has to say about the Ten Commandments
and how they call us to a life of as the section of the Catechism itself is titled, “behaving Christianly.”
The Catechism rightly begins by noting that even in the Old Testament, the keeping of the Law was meant to be a
response to God’s grace and love. “You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord
your God brought you out…therefore the Lord your God commanded you…” Our obedience is a response to
God’s gracious love, not an attempt to earn God’s love. We keep the Law not as a way to earn God’s favor, but to
express our loving response to His care.
But keeping the Law is also not just about external conformity. As the Catechism puts it, “the Bible writers…see
behavior as a ‘fruit,’ not as something external or separate from heart and character…For Jesus, acts are only right
insofar as the attitude of mind and heart that they express is right.” In other words, the righteousness that the Lord
looks for in and from us is from a renewed and right heart.
How, then, do the Ten Commandments renew our hearts?
Again, we turn to the Catechism. “God’s holy Law is a light to show me his character, a mirror to show me myself, a tutor to lead me to Christ, and a guide to help me love God and others as I should. (Deuteronomy 4:32-40;
Psalms 19; 119:97-104; Romans 7:7-12; 13:8-10; Galatians 3:19-26; James 1:21-25; 2:8-13).” Put in a slightly
different way, the Ten Commandments:
 reveal what God’s heart is like
 examine our hearts so that we can see where we need to change
 make us ever-aware of my failings so that we learn to cling more tenaciously
to Christ for our salvation
 show us how God would have us love Him and our neighbor.
So why do the Ten Commandments matter? Because they show us what our God is like and lead us to a life of
surrendered dependence upon His grace as He enables us to fulfill the purpose of the Law by loving Him and our
neighbor.
Yours in Christ,
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Highlights of My Time at Trinity
I consider myself enormously blessed as a result of my four years serving Trinity Anglican, Bakersfield. Much of life, and what we enjoy about it, occurs in those unmarked moments and in the seemingly mundane routine of the week. Nevertheless, I’d like to offer some of the highlights of my time at
Trinity, for I have been reflecting on these over the past couple of months.
Youth Group - I looked through the Youth Group calendars from the past four years. They are filled
with bowling, game nights, movie nights, camping trips, lock-ins, city-wide scavenger hunts, and
much more. We’ve studied through the Gospel of Mark, the Book of Revelation, Acts, Exodus, John’s
Gospel and the Lord’s Prayer. We’ve looked at the big story of the Bible and have grappled with the
kids’ biggest questions. We have met at Olive Drive, the Lawrence family’s living room, the Kidz
Connection building at St. John’s Lutheran Church and finally in our very own youth room. I have seen numerous
youth graduate from High School. It has been a delight to grow in discipleship with this wonderful group of kids.
I’ll miss them a great deal.
Theology Uncorked - It was short-lived, I know, but gathering with Trinity and non-Trinity folks, Christians and nonChristians, to talk about religion and spirituality over drinks at Wiki’s was quite gratifying. It all goes to show that
God can still - and ever will - spark some of the deepest questions and stoke some of the deepest longings in the
human heart.
Adam, Eve & Evolution - I’m still surprised that so many people, from Trinity and beyond, showed up to hear my
musings on the contentious topic of creation and evolution. I thoroughly enjoyed researching new material and
having respectful conversations with many who desired to press more deeply into the question of origins.
Family Gatherings - Since out time at St. John’s, we have been holding periodic gatherings of families. We eat, enjoy
fellowship; sometimes we’ve done games; other times, crafts. We’ve discussed together the challenges of growing
as disciples as families.
Men’s Barbeques - Not everyone knows this, but the Men’s Barbeque - which already feels like an institution - arose
out of a failed Men’s Camping Trip. We had to do something will all of the meat. So, we had a barbeque. It stuck.
I’ll miss these.
The Order of St. Luke - I’ve been the chaplain of Trinity’s chapter of the Order of St. Luke almost since my arrival in
Bakersfield. This group has been faithful in prayer and will continue to be faithful. I believe that God’s healing
hand has been at work through this group.
I know that there is much more that I could mention. But I simply want to say thank you for these past four years of joyous ministry.
Blessings,

The Anglican Way
New Members and Confirmation Course
The Anglican Way is an explor ation of the basic Anglican cur r iculum for spir itual for mation found in the Daily
Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer and in the Sunday Eucharist. By exploring both the content and the structure
of these services, we discover ancient wisdom for modern day spiritual growth. This course is perfect for those who
are new to Trinity and want to get more deeply involved, for those interested in the Anglican Way of how to grow
spiritually, and for those seeking Confirmation. Confirmation is for adults who want to enter into the Anglican heritage and for teens who are ready to make an adult declaration of following Jesus.
The course will be offered over seven weeks on Sunday mornings from 9:00 - 9:45 beginning August 12th and concluding September 23rd. Click here to register or call the church office (665-7713).
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ISRAEL TOUR 2019
10-day tour
with Fr. Karl
Tentatively
beginning
March 25, 2019
We are organizing a Trinity tour of the Holy Land for
Lent 2019. A typical day entails two miles walking on
uneven ground. Once we gauge interest in the trip, we
can finalize details of the tour. If interested, contact Fr.
Karl (karl@trinitybakersfield.com) as soon as possible.
Information Meeting Coming Soon

We will be having a new pictorial Directory! Mark
your calendars now for September 11th-15th. We
have added so many new people to our congregation,
and this will be a great way to get to know each other
better.
We are hoping all of you will participate in getting
your picture taken. This year we are allowing people
to bring their pets also. There will be more details in
the next few Messengers.

Total Pledged (as of 5/31/18): $1,803,606
Total Collected (as of 5/31/18): $166,332.80

TRINITY STATS
Attendance

We are currently working with the bank to restructure our
debt and prepare for construction, and have begun conversations with the architect to determine what updates to
the Administration Building plans will be needed in order
to secure a permit.

June 3rd
June 10th

178
152

June 17th
June 24th

Financial
May 2018
Month
Operating Income
$47,677
Normal Operating Expense $49,970
Building Debt Payment
$17,077

Lawrence Family Farewell
Dessert Social

158
169
Year-to-date
$240,190
$226,535
$84,812

USHERS NEEDED

Sunday, July 15
6:30-8:30 p.m.

If you would like to serve our
church and get more involved, we
are in need of ushers! You will
usually serve one Sunday a month.
The exceptions are if we have a
fifth Sunday or we have a funeral or memorial service.
You can either usher at the 8 a.m. or the 10 a.m. service. If you are interested, please call Tara (in the
church office) at 665-7713.

Mark your calendars now and plan on
joining us as we say farewell and
send the Lawrence Family
forth with our love.
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Trinity Preschool
had so much fun during our
FIRST summer progr am!

Last week we had a our very
own WESTERN WEEK and
we had a PETTING ZOO
come out to the preschool and
our children had a blast petting
all the fun animals.

We are looking forward to a Reptile
Presentation, Water Week, Ice Cream
Making Week, A Puppet Show, Sports
Week, and a Teddy Bear Picnic, and
more.
Trinity Preschool wishes you a
WONDERFUL SUMMER!
STAY COOL!
STORYTIME HAS NEVER BEEN MORE FUN!
A BIG THANK YOU to our very own Phil Lamirand for
all of his amazing books, which he reads to our young
students. They CHEER for him when he arrives and
BEG for him to stay when he is done.

Ms. JenniferTrinity Preschool Director!

SAVE THE DATE!
Mark your calendars now for

Saturday, August 11th, at 2 p.m.
for a
Kitchen Shower,
sponsored by our Women’s Ministry.
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In The Parish Family
In Sympathy for…
Melissa Bolinger and her family on the death of her husband, Bill, who died on June 16th.
Nancy Grist and her family on the death of her mother, Joanne Alberico, who died on June 18th.
Jenny Mason on the death of her husband, Dean, who died on June 28th.

JULY BIRTHDAYS
Matthew Dietze
Peter Leigh-Pink
Kathleen Schoen

Shane Coburn

Eliza Gauthier-Parker

Racine Weringer

Ray Watson

Meg Pryor

Samantha Lawrence

Regina Pryor

Dreda Pitchford
Donnie Steward

Don Clark
Olga See

Chase Coburn
Ken Knight
Liz Kinney
Mary Jones
Dcn. John LaMar
Vicki Moore
Dennis Mullins
Dave Schieber
Amanda VanderPoel
Kathy Dyer
Claudia Moore
Larry Ray

Gay Monroe
Lisajo Radon

Dave Peterson
Paul Steward

Tara Michaels

Ave Steward

Barbara Nelson

Zoe Bogie
Jennifer Faulk

Perrin Swanlund

Sunday Morning
8 a.m. Holy Communion
10 a.m. Holy Communion

Thursday Morning
10 a.m. Healing Service

Donna Adams

Maxwell Kutzner
Paul Pruett
Janet Poteete

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WORSHIP SERVICES

Susan DeNatale

Paul Wagner
Dennis Gibson
Kaye Camp
Priscilla Beck
Steven Brown
Phil Lamirand
Larry Bright
Jerry Starr
Lynne Hall
Paul Hancock
Liz Kinney
Chris Thomas

Sr. Warden
Jr. Warden
Clerk

Ed Taylor

Treasurer

11300 Campus Park Dr.
Bakersfield CA 93311

661-665-7713
office@trinitybakersfield.com
www.trinitybakersfield.com

OUR CLERGY
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The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector
The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant
The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired
The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon
The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon

