
My Plans 

For the next small group session, I’m planning to: 

__  Remain in the group 

__  Try a new group 

__  Take a break from small groups 

Homework 

What do you like most about the homework? 
  

 

 

What do you like least? 
  

 

 

If you could change one thing about the homework, what would it be 

and why? 
  

 

 

The homework is: 

__   just about right 

__  a little too much 

__  not quite enough. Please explain. 

 

My Leader 

One of the things I appreciate most about my small group leader is: 
  

 

 

If your leader asked for advice on whether he or she should talk more, 

less, or exactly the same during your meetings, what would you say? 
  

 

 

My Host 

One of the things I appreciate most about our host is: 
  

 

 

Is there anything your host could do to make your meetings better? 

(seating, lighting, temperature, refreshments, socials, etc.) 

  

Introduction 
 
The story of Joseph is a story of jealousy, rivalry, attempted murder, 
success, false accusation, suffering, despair, helplessness, deliverance, 
power, fortune, and reunion.  As Voddie Baucham Jr. put it, 
“Hollywood wishes it could write a story like that.”  A read through 
Genesis has more scandals than a soap opera!  Joseph’s story has 
much to teach us, but to reduce it to another feel-good rags-to-
riches reversal story is to miss the point. 
 
Joseph’s story is a novella set in a larger novel.  To understand his 
life, one must first understand the larger book of Genesis, and then 
further, understand the sweep of the whole Bible.  Two themes in 
particular need to be understood as we look at Joseph’s story. 
 
Toledots 
 
The book of Genesis is structured in ten toledots.  Toledot is translat-
ed as “the generations of” in English.  Ray Dillard and Tremper 
Longman III (An Introduction to the Old Testament, 48) 
note these sections as: 
 
The heavens and the earth (2:4) 

God created the heavens and the earth, and within them cre-
ated humanity in His own image. He charged humanity to be 
fruitful and multiply. 

Adam (5:1) 
The curse of sin entered the world, breaking relationships 
and affecting the whole of creation such that fruit would now 
come only by toil and hardship.  A promised seed who would 
crush the head of the serpent will come, but the question is 
how? 

Noah (6:9) 
Noah’s generation is marked by virtually unrestrained sin 
and evil.  Yet, as God judges the world through the flood, He 
promises that He will never again judge the world in that 
way.  The next great judgment of the world did come, but it 
came on the cross of Christ. 
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Noah’s sons (10:1) 
As the story continues to unfold, we are unsure of which of 
Noah’s three sons will carry on the promised seed. 

Shem (11:10) 
It is through the line of Shem that the promised seed will 
come. 

Terah (11:27) 
Terah apparently did nothing of great note.  He was, though, 
the father of Abram, who, as the Apostle Paul made clear, 
was the great example of saving faith.  Interestingly, Abram 
does not have his own toledot, despite being the one who re-
ceived the promise that God would make a great nation of 
him and use him to bring blessing to the world.  But Abram’s 
wife, Sarai, was barren.  How then would God fulfill the 
promise? 

Ishmael (25:12) 
Ishmael was a toledot of unbelief.  He was born of Abram and 
Sarai’s effort to fulfill the promise on their own.  The de-
scendants of Ishmael, the Midianites, would serve to plague 
God’s people through history.  It is through Ishmael that 
modern Islam traces its way back to Abram. 

Isaac (25:19) 
Isaac is the miracle born to Abram and Sarai in their old age.  
So important was his birth that with the pregnancy came 
new names for the couple: Abraham and Sarah.  He is the in-
heritor of the promise, but his favoritism of Esau over his 
twin brother Jacob jeopardizes the promise and introduces a 
dynamic of sibling rivalry that Jacob will take to new heights 
with his sons. 

Esau (36:1, 9) 
Esau is the older son to whom the promise was expected to 
go.  But he was not the one chosen by the Lord.  In fact, we 
are told that he despised his birthright and was willing to 
sell the promise for a bowl of stew. 

Jacob (37:2) 
The last toledot is that of Jacob.  Jacob had twelve sons who 
would become the twelve tribes of Israel.  It is within Jacob’s 
toledot that we meet Joseph, his favored son.  As with the tole-
dot of Noah’s sons, we are left to wonder through which of 
Jacob’s sons the promised seed will come into the world. 
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End-of-the-Session Evaluation Form 
 

Group Name:__________________________ 

 

Your Name:___________________________ 
 

One of the best ways to improve any group is to evaluate it!  Please 

assess both the strengths and the weaknesses of your group.  The 

questions below will help you think through different aspects of your 

group life.  Please answer them thoroughly and honestly. 
 

The Group 

One of the things I enjoyed most about being in the group this session 

is: 
 

  

 

Are you happy with the amount of time we spend in: 
 

        Yes         No        Comments 

Discussion  
 

Study  
 

Prayer 

 

Fellowship    
 

Is  the  length 

of the meeting 

appropriate?   
 

How have the group discussions gone?  Is everyone who wants to 

share able to share? 
 

 

 

Are there any people or issues that quell the discussion? 

Explain: 
  

 

 

Do you have any suggestions for improving the meetings? 
 

 



Lord, now let your servant depart in peace, 
 according to your word. 
For my eyes have seen your salvation, 
 which you have prepared before the face of all people; 
to be a light to lighten the Gentiles, 
 and to be the glory of your people Israel. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world 
 without end. Amen. 
 
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
 
In Easter Season, add    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 
Officiant  Let us bless the Lord. 
People  Thanks be to God. 
 
The Officiant concludes with the following 
 
The Lord Almighty grant us a peaceful night and a perfect end.  Amen. 
 
Or this 
 
The almighty and merciful Lord, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless us and keep us, this night and evermore.  Amen. 
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Blessing and Land 
 
Running through all these toledots is another theme that was intro-
duced in the first toledot of the heavens and the earth: blessing and 
land.  God created humanity, blessed them in the land, and called 
them to be fruitful and subdue the land.  In other words, God’s in-
tention for humanity was that we live a life of blessing in the good-
ness of the created world. 
 
But the curse of sin entered the world humanity’s perfect relation-
ship with God was broken, resulting in strife with God, with hu-
manity, and with the work of the land. How would God rescue and 
restore His creation?  Even at the Fall, God promised a “seed,” a 
man who would crush the enemy and rescue humanity. 
 
He chose a man, Abram, and made a binding covenant of promise 
with him.  “I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you 
and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.  I will 
bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, 
and in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Gen. 12:2-
3)  Out of Abram would come a chosen nation, Israel, and from that 
people would come the promised seed and savior, Jesus, who opened 
the way of salvation to the whole world and began the restoration of 
creation. 
 
When we view Genesis, and indeed the whole of the Bible, through 
this lens, we see the overarching story of how God is seeking to res-
cue His creatures and restore humanity to what He always intended 
it to be.  The “in the beginning” of Genesis 1:1 will finally be 
matched by the vision of Revelation 22:1-5: 
 

Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, 
bright as crystal, flowing from the throne of God and of the 
Lamb through the middle of the street of the city; also, on 
either side of the river, the tree of life with its twelve kinds of 
fruit, yielding its fruit each month.  The leaves of the tree 
were for the healing of the nations.  No longer will there be 
anything accursed, but the throne of God and of the Lamb 
will be in it, and his servants will worship him. They will see 
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his face, and his name will be on their foreheads.  And night 
will be no more.  They will need no light of lamp or sun, for 
the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever 
and ever. 

 
This is the story within which we find the story of Joseph.  This is 
the story within which we find our own story.  This is the story of 
God restoring us, and all of creation, to His perfect intention.  
 
To read the story of Joseph as a rags-to-riches story or to glean 
principles for leadership, while interesting and helpful, is to miss the 
larger meaning of Joseph’s life.  Joseph’s faithfulness, in both pit and 
prosperity, played a significant role in furthering God’s work of res-
cuing His creation through the promised seed, the Messiah.  When 
we view his life through this lens, we come to understand that we, 
too, are called to be faithful in pit and prosperity, as we play the part 
the Lord has given us. 
 
Week One:  Two Kinds of Sons 
Genesis 37-38 
 
Week Two: Calling and Temptation 
Genesis 39-40 
 
Week Three: Power and Problems 
Genesis 41-42 
 
Week Four: Testing and Transformation 
Genesis 43-44 
 
Week Five: Forgiveness and Reconciliation 
Genesis 45-46 
 
Week Six: Wisdom and Work 
Genesis 46:31-48:22 
 
Week Seven: Faithful Stewardship, Destiny, and Death 
Genesis 49-50 

Be present, O merciful God, and protect us through the hours of this 
night, so that we who are wearied by the changes and chances of this life 
may rest in your eternal changelessness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Look down, O Lord, from your heavenly throne, illumine this night with 
your celestial brightness, and from the children of light banish the deeds 
of darkness; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
A Collect for Saturdays 
We give you thanks, O God, for revealing your Son Jesus Christ to us by 
the light of his resurrection: Grant that as we sing your glory at the close 
of this day, our joy may abound in the morning as we celebrate the Pas-
chal mystery; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
One of the following prayers may be added 
 
Keep watch, dear Lord, with those who work, or watch, or weep this 
night, and give your angels charge over those who sleep. Tend the sick, 
Lord Christ; give rest to the weary, bless the dying, soothe the suffering, 
pity the afflicted, shield the joyous; and all for your love’s sake. Amen. 
 
or this 
 
O God, your unfailing providence sustains the world we live in and the 
life we live: Watch over those, both night and day, who work while others 
sleep, and grant that we may never forget that our common life depends 
upon each other’s toil; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Prayer requests and free intercessions and thanksgivings may be 
offered. 
 
If time permits, the Officiant and People say or sing the Song of Simeon (Luke 2:29-

32) with this Antiphon 

 
Guide us waking, O Lord, and guard us sleeping; that awake 
we may watch with Christ, and asleep we may rest in peace. 
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Bible Study occurs at this time.  
 
If time is short after Bible Study, consider taking prayer requests, praying for one an-
other, and closing with one of the collects on page 6 or 7. 
 
Officiant   Into your hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit; 
People    For you have redeemed me, O Lord, O God of truth. 
Officiant   Keep me as the apple of your eye; 
People    Hide me under the shadow of your wings. 
Lord, have mercy [upon us]. 
Christ, have mercy [upon us]. 
Lord, have mercy [upon us]. 
 
Officiant and People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
 against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Officiant  O Lord, hear our prayer; 
People  And let our cry come to you. 
Officiant  Let us pray. 
 
The Officiant then says one or more of the following Collects. Other appropriate Col-

lects may also be used. 

 
Visit this place, O Lord, and drive far from it all snares of the enemy; let 
your holy angels dwell with us to preserve us in peace; and let your bless-
ing be upon us always; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  
 
Lighten our darkness, we beseech you, O Lord; and by your great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of your 
only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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Week One: Two Kinds of  Sons 
Genesis 37-38 

Getting Started______________________________________ 

1)  Do you have siblings?  If so, how many?  Where are you 
in the “line-up?” 

2)  Have you ever had an actual dream that came true? 

Into the Bible________________________________________ 

As the sermon suggested, Joseph’s father, Jacob, came from a dys-
functional family.  His father, Isaac, favored his older twin brother, 
Esau, while his mother favored him.  Even though the cultural cus-
tom was to pass the inheritance of blessing to the elder son, God had 
chosen Jacob, the younger, to carry on the promise given to Abra-
ham.  Jacob, whose name means the deceiver, ended up fleeing his 
home after deceiving his father Isaac into doing what God wanted 
from him: to give the blessing to the younger son, Jacob. 
 
Apparently, Jacob didn’t learn much from his youth!  As we meet Jo-
seph, he is the favored son with ten older brothers who can’t stand 
him.  To make matters more challenging, God has chosen this 
younger son to lead and rule in the family. 

Read Genesis 37:1-11 
 

3)   According to the sermon, what are some reasons Joseph 
might have shared his dreams with his family? 
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4)  Why do you think his brothers were so upset with him? 

Read Genesis 37:12-36.  In these verses, we see the contrast between 
Joseph’s simple obedience and his brothers’ envy and hatred.  Joseph 
is not tattling on his brothers, but is seeking his father’s welfare. 

5)  How do we see Joseph being obedient in this passage? 

6)  Joseph’s brothers conspired to kill him, but ending up 
selling him into slavery instead.  After throwing Joseph 
in a pit, what did his brothers do? 

7)  The brothers then went home to deceive the Deceiver.  
How did their father feel when he got the news?  How 
do you think the brothers felt? 

9 Because you have made the Lord your refuge, * 
    and the Most High your habitation, 
 
10 There shall no evil happen to you, * 
    neither shall any plague come near your dwelling. 
 
11 For he shall give his angels charge over you, * 
    to keep you in all your ways. 
 
12 They shall bear you in their hands, * 
    lest you dash your foot against a stone. 
 
13 You shall tread upon the lion and adder; * 
    you shall trample the young lion and the serpent 
 under your feet. 
 
14 Because he is bound to me in love, 
 therefore will I deliver him; * 
    I will protect him, because he knows my Name. 
 
15 He shall call upon me, and I will answer him; * 
    I am with him in trouble; 
    I will rescue him and bring him to honor. 
 
16 With long life will I satisfy him, * 
    and show him my salvation. 
 
Psalm 134  Ecce nunc 
 
1 Behold now, bless the Lord, all you servants of the Lord, * 
    you that stand by night in the house of the Lord. 
 
2 Lift up your hands in the holy place and bless the Lord; * 
    the Lord who made heaven and earth bless you out of Zion. 
 
At the end of the Psalms is sung or said 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
 world without end. Amen. 
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3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, 
 for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 
    for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 
 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 
    for you are my tower of strength. 
 
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 
    for you have redeemed me, 
    O Lord, O God of truth. 
 
Psalm 91 Qui habitat 
 
1 He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High * 
    abides under the shadow of the Almighty. 
 
2 He shall say to the Lord, 
 “You are my refuge and my stronghold, * 
     my God in whom I put my trust.” 
 
3 He shall deliver you from the snare of the hunter * 
    and from the deadly pestilence. 
 
4 He shall cover you with his pinions, 
 and you shall find refuge under his wings; * 
    his faithfulness shall be a shield and buckler. 
 
5 You shall not be afraid of any terror by night, * 
    nor of the arrow that flies by day; 
 
6 Of the plague that stalks in the darkness, * 
    nor of the sickness that lays waste at mid‑day. 
 
7 A thousand shall fall at your side 
 and ten thousand at your right hand, * 
    but it shall not come near you. 
 
8 Your eyes have only to behold * 
    to see the reward of the wicked. 

7 

8)  Do you think God’s plan for Joseph’s dream has been al-
tered? 

Going Deeper_______________________________________ 

9)  Is there anyone you envy? 

10) How might understanding God’s plan change the way 
you look at the blessings of others? 

Read Genesis 38.  “This bizarre episode,” writes Allen Ross, “seems 

to intrude upon the story of Joseph.”  It functions, though, to explain 

the beginnings of the history of the tribe of Judah and reveals a sur-

prising, and even quite uncomfortable, heroine in Tamar.  Judah had 

taken a foreign Canaanite wife and his sons were wicked in God’s 

site.  When his oldest son, Er, died and left Tamar a widow, the cus-

tom of levirate marriage mandated that the next of kin was responsi-

ble for providing her with an heir and continuing her husband’s line-

age.  It was Judah’s responsibility to ensure that it happened, but he 

refused.  Tamar essentially played on the vice of Judah and deceived 

him into doing what he was obligated to do.  The main focus of the 

episode is how Judah is beginning to change.  Believe it or not, this 

is the man who will become the leader of the tribes of Israel and 

through whose lineage the Messiah will come into the world.  

Before the Next Lesson_______________________________ 
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Week Two: Calling and Temptation 
Genesis 39-40 

Getting Started______________________________________ 

1)  What is your idea of the perfect Sunday afternoon? 

Into the Bible________________________________________ 

Joseph is now in Egypt.  He is no longer in his father’s household 
and no longer in the Promised Land.  How can this be part of God’s 
plan for Joseph?  Are Joseph’s dreams now over?  Can God bless Jo-
seph even here? 

Read Genesis 39: 1-23  

2)  Considering verses 1-6, how would you describe Joseph’s 
lot? 

3)  How does Joseph’s life reflect the promise to Abram 
(12:2-3)? 

4)  According to the sermon, how can success leave us spir-
itually vulnerable?  How was Joseph able to resist temp-
tation? 
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One or more of the following Psalms are sung or said.  
 
Psalm 4  Cum invocarem 
 
1 Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; * 
     you set me free when I am hard‑pressed; 
     have mercy on me and hear my prayer.   
 
2  “You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory? * 
     how long will you worship dumb idols 
     and run after false gods?” 
 
3 Know that the Lord does wonders for the faithful; * 
      when I call upon the Lord, he will hear me. 
 
4 Tremble, then, and do not sin; * 
     Speak to your heart in silence upon your bed. 
  
5 Offer the appointed sacrifices * 
     and put your trust in the Lord. 
 
6 Many are saying, 
 “Oh, that we might see better times!” * 
     Lift up the light of your countenance upon us, O Lord. 
 
7 You have put gladness in my heart, * 
     more than when grain and wine and oil increase. 
 
8 I lie down in peace; at once I fall asleep; * 
     for only you, Lord, make me dwell in safety. 
 
Psalm 31:1-5  In te, Domine, speravi 
 
1 In you, O Lord, have I taken refuge; 
 let me never be put to shame: * 
    deliver me in your righteousness. 
 
2 Incline your ear to me; * 
     make haste to deliver me. 
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Compline 

 
The Officiant begins 

  Our help is in the Name of the Lord; 
People  The maker of heaven and earth. 
 
The Officiant continues 
Let us humbly confess our sins to Almighty God. 
 
Silence may be kept. The Officiant and People then say 
 
Almighty God and Father, we confess to you,  
to one another, and to the whole company of heaven, 
that we have sinned, through our own fault, 
in thought, and word, and deed,  
and in what we have left undone. 
For the sake of your Son our Lord Jesus Christ, 
have mercy upon us, forgive us all our sins, 
and by the power of your Holy Spirit  
raise us up to serve you in newness of life, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
The Officiant alone says 
May Almighty God grant us forgiveness of our sins, 
and the grace and comfort of his Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Officiant  O God, make speed to save us. 
People  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Officiant  Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy  
  Spirit; 
People    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
  world without end. Amen. 
Except in Lent, add    Alleluia. 
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5)  How does understanding that everything we have be-
longs to God lead to gratitude and obedience? 

6)  What was the immediate result of Joseph’s faithful obedi-
ence?  Should we always expect immediate blessing, or 
even fair treatment, as a result of our obedience? 

7)  According to verses 19-23, how does Joseph behave once 
he is in prison? 

8)  Whether in Potiphar’s house or in prison, Joseph is faith-
fully obedient and experiences blessing.  According to 
verses 2, 3, 21, and 23, what is the reason why? 

Going Deeper_______________________________________ 

Joseph was confident in God’s calling upon his life.  He was certain 
that the dream would come to pass - not because he was worthy of it, 
but because God is faithful.  As followers of Jesus, we too have been 
called to follow Him as our Lord in a way that transforms us from 
the heart to become like Him. 
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9)  How does confidence in God’s calling strengthen you to 
withstand temptation? 

10) How does confidence in God’s calling strengthen you to 
be as faithful in a prison as in a palace? 

Before the Next Lesson_______________________________ 

Joseph was still confident in God’s ability to fulfill the dream in call-
ing to use him as a ruler in his family.  Even in prison, his faith and 
hope do not waver.  In the ancient world, dreams were considered an 
important form of communication from God, and the ability to inter-
pret them was likewise a gift from God.  Joseph’s willingness to in-
terpret the dreams of Pharaoh’s cupbearer and baker reveal that he 
still trusts his interpretation of the dreams God gave him.  That 
these two men are from Pharaoh’s house also prepares us for a big 
change about to come for Joseph. 
 
Read Genesis 40 
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8)  How does your stewardship of all that God has given 
you: 

9)  What legacy do you want your life to leave? 

Build your faith? 
 
 
 
 
Further the work of God’s Kingdom and bless others? 
 
 
 
 
Teach you to live beyond this world? 
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5)  How does Joseph’s claim in 50:20 provide a powerful 
message to a people who would endure slavery in Egypt 
before entering the Promised Land?  How does it pro-
vide a powerful message to us who still await entrance 
into the true Promised Land? 

Joseph instructed his brothers to make sure he was buried in the 
Promised Land.  Even his death was a testimony to his faith.  A 
faithful death is the result of a faithful life. 

6)  How did Joseph cultivate a faithful life?  How can we do 

 the same?  

Going Deeper_______________________________________ 

7)  How has God blessed you? Cared and provided for you? 
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Week Three: Power and Problems 
Genesis 41-42 

Getting Started______________________________________ 

1)  If you could only eat one food for the rest of your life, 
what would it be and why? 

2)  When do you feel closest to God, when things are going 
well or when things are challenging? 

Into the Bible________________________________________ 

It took two years, but Joseph is now in charge of the whole of Egypt.  
God has brought Joseph one step closer to ruling over his family, but 
how ironic that Pharaoh recognized Joseph’s destiny to rule when 
his own brothers tried to kill him for it.  In the end, their plan to kill 
Joseph ultimately resulted in Joseph saving them from starvation.  
God works in strange and surprising ways! 
 
Read Genesis 41 
 
We find Joseph governing with great wisdom and effectiveness, and 
as a result of his faithful obedience, “all the earth came to Egypt to 
Joseph to buy grain.”  One of the points of this passage is that God 
knew the famine was coming and that he brought Joseph there to 
help.  It is also worth noting that while Joseph had a foreign wife, he 
gave his sons Hebrew names.  Even as he lived in the lap of Egyptian 
power and luxury, his ultimate obedience was the Lord. 
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3)  How is God using Joseph to spare Egypt?  To further 
His work for Israel? 

Read Genesis 42 
 
God’s plan is moving forward.  Joseph’s brothers now come to Egypt 
to buy grain and are unknowingly standing before the one to whom 
they refused to bow.  God had brought them to Egypt in order to 
grow the family into a great nation, but this people needs to be faith-
ful.  Joseph thus begins a series of tests in chapters 42 and 43 de-
signed to reveal his brothers’ readiness to participate in God’s plan 
for His people. 

4)  Verse four notes that Jacob feared for Joseph’s younger 
brother Benjamin and would not send him to Egypt 
with his brothers.  Why do you think Jacob was fearful? 

5)  Verse 9 notes that Joseph remembered his dreams.  How 
do you think Joseph felt when he saw his brothers? 

Joseph now draws his brothers into a test designed to awaken their 
conscience by reminding them of what they did to him.  While his 
treatment seemed rough, the frequent emotional responses seem to 
indicate he was motivated by affection.  He wanted them to pass the 
tests. 
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4)  Judah emerges as the leader over his brothers and it is 
through him that the Messiah will come (49:10).  If the 
Messiah comes through Judah, what might this infer 
about Joseph’s rise to power in Egypt? 

Joseph’s faithful obedience resulted in the survival of the tribe of Ju-
dah, through whom Jesus the Messiah came into the world.  God 
blessed Joseph in order to extend blessing to His people and further 
His plan. 
 

The whole of the lives of Jacob and Joseph were a testimony to 
God’s faithfulness and purposes.  Because these men of God trusted 
that God was sovereignly moving human history to His perfect pur-
pose, they were able: 
 

 to trust in times of ease and in times of famine and difficulty 
 to live lives that promoted forgiveness, unity and harmony 
 to meet death in a way that demonstrates an unconquerable 

faith 

Read Genesis 50 

When Joseph’s brothers saw their father was dead, they exhibited 
fear that perhaps Joseph had spared them only for their father’s sake 
and lied to try to coerce Joseph into treating them well.  Joseph re-
sponded with tears of pain as they didn’t trust his love for them. 
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Week Seven: Faithful Stewardship, Destiny, and 
Death 

Genesis 49–50 

Getting Started______________________________________ 

1)  Have you learned anything new in your study of Joseph?  
If so, what? 

2)  If you had to write your own tombstone, what would it     

 say?  

Into the Bible________________________________________ 

Jacob’s faith looked forward to the entrance of God’s people into the 
Promised Land, and with that vision in his heart, he distributed 
blessings to his sons.  Each oracle announced the participation of 
each of his sons in the blessing of God.  This was both a prophetic 
announcement and an insight into the character of his sons.  Reuben 
was disqualified due to his sin with his father’s wife, and Simeon and 
Levi were disqualified due to their violence.  The kingship of the 
people of God went to Judah. 

Read Genesis 49 
 

3)  Reuben, Simeon, and Levi are disqualified for the receiv-
ing the inheritance of the blessing, but are still part of 
God’s fulfillment of His promise to Abraham.  What 
does this teach us regarding the connection between our 
actions and our participation in God’s blessing? 
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6)  The first phase of Joseph’s test was to put the brothers in 
prison.  The second phase was to put money in their 
sacks.  How do they understand what is happening (vv. 
21-23, 28)? 

7)  Why do you think Joseph required one brother to stay in 
jail while Benjamin is brought to Egypt? How does Ja-
cob respond to the news? 

Going Deeper_______________________________________ 

8)  God used a “problem” to open the brothers’ eyes to the 
fact that He was at work and to stir their consciences to 
deal with unresolved sin and guilt.  How might God 
continue to do that in our own lives? 
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Week Four: Testing and Transformation 
Genesis 43-44 

Getting Started______________________________________ 

1)  What is an item of clothing you wore over and over as a 
child? 

Into the Bible________________________________________ 

If Jacob’s sons were going to become the great nation God intended 
them to be, things were going to need to change.  If God was going 
to use this people to be a blessing to the world, the fighting, jeal-
ousy, dishonesty, and lack of responsibility needed to end.  Joseph’s 
tests gave his brothers the opportunity to grow and to show that 
they had the character necessary to play their part in God’s saving 
plan. 

Read Genesis 43 

2)  In 43:1-25, we see Joseph’s brothers acting responsibly.  
What are some ways we see them doing so?  Why is this 
so important for God’s people? 

3)  What do you think Joseph’s brothers were thinking 
when Benjamin received five times as much as they did?  
What do you think Joseph was trying to find out about 
them? 
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Going Deeper_______________________________________ 

9)  Looking back over your life, can you see how God has 
shaped and cared for you in both good and difficult 

10) Joseph expected Jacob, and ultimately God, to act in a 
different way.  Expectations often shape our frustra-
tions.  Are there places where you, like Joseph, are dis-
mayed with how God is choosing to act?  How is that 
impacting your life of faith? 
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6)  Jacob rehearsed God’s past acts of faithfulness (48:1-7).  
Why is remembering so important for our faith? 

Joseph was not pleased with Jacob’s decision to bless Ephraim above 
his older son Manasseh.  Jacob, though, had learned that God does 
not always work according to our expectations and customs. 

7)  Jacob describes God as the God of the fathers, the God 
who shepherded him, and the Angel who delivered him.  
How does this threefold description reveal Jacob’s ma-
ture faith? 

8)  Jacob’s father, Isaac, attempted to bless the wrong son 
and Jacob had to force his father to give him the blessing 
through deception.  How do you think Jacob felt being 
able to pass the blessing on the way that he did? 
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Now Joseph knew that his brothers had changed.  They had demon-
strated responsibility, honesty, unity, and an awareness that God 
was at work in their midst.  He still needed to see if they would 
prove loyal to their youngest brother. 

Read Genesis 44 

4)  Aside from the rash oath that whoever had the cup 
would die, why do you think Joseph’s brothers respond-
ed as they did when the cup was found in Benjamin’s 
bag? 

5) Compare Judah’s behavior in 37:25-28 with 44:18-34.  
How has Judah changed? 

6)  How do you think Joseph felt when Judah said, “How can 
we clear ourselves? God has found out the guilt of your 
servants” (44:16). 

7)  How is Judah’s concern for his father a change from 
when the brothers brought Joseph’s robe to Jacob in 
chapter 37? 
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Going Deeper_______________________________________ 

For any family to survive, including the family of God, there must be 
self-sacrificing love.  We have seen a deep and transforming work in 
Joseph’s brothers as God has taken them through the circumstances 
of Joseph’s tests.  So often in our own lives, God uses circumstances 
around us to expose our need for Him and where we need to be 
transformed. 

8)  Why is self-sacrificing love essential for community? 

9)  What are some practical ways you can show love in the 
community of the Church? (cf. 1 John 3:16-18; James 
2:14-17; Romans 12:9-13; Acts 2:42-47) 

10) Where might God be using circumstances in your life to 
help you grow in love? 
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All of life is about stewardship.  Everything we have and are is a gift 
from God and we are called to respond to God’s gracious care by 
properly using what He has given us.  Our response to God is meant 
to show our gratitude, obedience and trust.  Financial stewardship is 
one piece of our response to God, along with how we use our time 
and talent.  Joseph is a model example of faithful stewardship as he 
lived to be faithfully obedient to God and to be a blessing to God’s 
people and the world. 

4)  According to 47:25 and 27, what was the result of Jo-
seph’s faithful stewardship of Pharaoh’s kingdom?  
What does that teach us about our stewardship of our 
time, talent and treasure? 

Jacob was now very near his death and ready to pass on the blessing 
of Abraham, to pass on the promise of the seed. Out of Jacob’s long 
life, Jacob had seen angels ascending and descending from heaven at 
Bethel, he had wrestled with the angel of the Lord, he had grown 
prosperous and powerful, and yet this is the episode that the author 
of Hebrews chose as exemplifying Jacob’s greatest act of faith.  The 
custom of the time was that the older was to receive the blessing of 
the father.  Ironically, Jacob, the younger twin, was the one who re-
ceived the blessing of his father, Isaac, but he had to gain it by decep-
tion at the cost of great bitterness.  Jacob had learned something in-
credibly important, and this time of blessing would be different. 

Read Genesis 47:28 – 48:22 
 

5)  Why do you think it is significant that Jacob made Jo-
seph promise to bury him in the cave purchased by 
Abraham (47:28-31)?  What does that tell us about 
Jacob’s faith? 
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Week Six: Wisdom and Work 
Genesis 46:31 – 48:22 

Getting Started______________________________________ 

1)  Jesus said that He goes to prepare a place for us in the 
Father’s house.  Metaphorically speaking, what does 
your room look like? 

Into the Bible________________________________________ 

Joseph was a wise leader, and through his wisdom both God’s people 
and the surrounding nations were saved in a time of famine.  Chapter 
47 recounts how the budding nation of Israel found its way to Egypt 
and into the best of the land.  Joseph’s wise administration and rul-
ing became a model for the leadership of God’s people. 

Read Genesis 46:31 – 47:27 
 

2)  The presentation to Pharaoh was designed to ensure that 
the family received good land and didn’t get drawn into 
the life of the leading city.  What wisdom can we glean 
from Joseph’s counsel in how to approach those in au-
thority? 

3)  Joseph’s wise administration not only caused his family 
to prosper, but Pharaoh, too.  How might this inform 
our perspective on being an employee?  An employer? 
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Week Five: Forgiveness and Reconciliation 

Genesis 45-46 

Getting Started______________________________________ 

1)  What is one activity from childhood you wish you could 
do now? 

2)  What is one spiritual hymn/song lyric that is meaning-
ful to you and why? 

Into the Bible________________________________________ 

We have made it now to the turning point of the story.  The tense 
family relations introduced in Chapter 37 are finally being resolved, 
and the dreams of Joseph are finally being fulfilled.  Joseph has 
longed to be reconciled to his brothers and reunited with his father.  
Now, at long last, Joseph can reveal himself to his brothers. 

Read Genesis 45:1-15 
 

3)  Describe the emotions of Joseph and his brothers.  Why 
do you think each felt as they did? 

4)  To whom does Joseph attribute his being in Egypt?  For 
what purpose? 
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5)  According to the sermon, how can God be sovereign and 
yet humans have free will? 

This is the mystery of providence: that God can sovereignly use the 
free choices of humanity to work out His overarching will. His 
brothers thought they were getting rid of him, but God was actually 
delivering His people by their hands.  This does not mean that eve-
rything that happens is good, but that God is able to bring His good 
even out of our evil and failings.  In the end, Joseph and his brothers 
both developed a deep and humbling appreciation for the sovereign-
ty of God. 

6)  How do you think Joseph’s understanding of providence 
and his ability to forgive his brothers are related? 

Going Deeper_______________________________________ 

God promises to work for our good in all things (Romans 8:28).  
That doesn’t mean that everything that happens is good, but that no 
matter what happens, God is seeking to use it to make us more like 
Jesus. 
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7)  Think of a time in your life when you have been wronged 
and God used it to help you grow.  What did you learn 
about yourself in that time?  About others? 

8)  What did you learn about God in that time? 

Before the Next Lesson_______________________________ 

Now that Joseph had revealed himself to his brothers, it was time for 
the family to be reunited and to move to Egypt, where they would be 
saved from the famine and grow into a mighty nation.  We see, then, 
that forgiveness leads to reconciliation, and reconciliation leads to 
the furthering of God’s plan.  After twenty-three long years, God’ls 
plan has finally come to pass. 
 
Read Genesis 45:16 – 46:30 


