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The Messenger 
January 2021 

Growing as Disciples of  Jesus Christ through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach 

CONNECTING WITH GOD 
                      How to experience God’s transforming presence 

 

Richard Foster, the noted author of Celebration of Discipline, remarked many years ago that 
“superficiality is the curse of our age…[and] the desperate need today is not for a greater num-
ber of intelligent people, or gifted people, but…deep people.” (Celebration of Discipline, p.1)  

He wasn’t so much calling the modern age shallow as he was saying that our culture does not 
teach us how to move beyond the surface appearances of life to cultivate our inner lives. 

Scripture teaches us that what we do flows out of our hearts.  Often, we try to control our outer 
life -- our appearances, even while our hearts want something very different.  This is what Dal-

las Willard used to refer to as “sin management.”  Much like going on a diet, we starve ourselves of food we love, but 
never change our appetites.   

When the inner and outer life are not aligned, it leads to frustration, fear, shame, anger, judgmentalism, envy, fatigue, 
and every other sort of undesired experience.  We are meant to change our outer behavior along with our inner hearts.  

When our hearts are right, they will produce what is right.  They will produce the character of Christ.  Dallas Willard 
called this the “renovation of the heart.”  Renovate the heart and you will change your life to become more like Jesus. 

So how do we renovate our hearts? 

In one sense, we don’t!  It is Jesus, by the Holy Spirit within us, who renovates our hearts.  The key task of the spiritu-
al life is to stay connected and open to Jesus so that He can work powerfully within us to renovate our hearts.  This is 

what Paul was touching on when he wrote to the believers in Philippi, saying “for it is God who works in you, both to 
will and to work for his good pleasure.” (Phil. 2:13) 

We are not passive in this renovation; we have a part to play.  Paul also said, “work out your own salvation with fear 
and trembling.” (Phil. 2:12)  This is not earning our salvation, but letting our salvation by grace through faith work its 

way out in our lives.  We are to stay connected to the One who works within us.  We are, in the words of Jesus, to 
“abide in” Him. (John 15:4) 

Our task is to stay connected to Jesus, His task is to renovate our hearts.   

So how do we stay connected to Jesus?  This is the role of spiritual disciplines.  The intentional and proper practice of 
disciplines keeps us connected to Jesus in a way that allows Him to transform us from within in order to renovate our 

hearts so that the character of His life is produced in us and we “bear much fruit and so prove to be [His] disci-
ples.” (John 15:8)   

Spiritual disciplines are at one and the same time blessedly easy and fraught with difficulty.  They cut against our fall-
en heart.  They are easy to turn into external laws that only increase our frustration, failure, and weariness.  But if 

practiced properly, they open us to the presence of the One who is Abundant Life in such a way that our hearts are 
renovated and our lives transformed.  We take on the character of Christ.  We experience the blessing of peace, power, 
and hope, and become a living hope to the world.   

This Epiphany season, we will engage in a new Sermon-based Small Group Series entitled Connecting with God, as 

we explore how to engage in some time-tested practices that keep us connected with God in a way that produces the 
beautiful fruit of His life within us.  Be sure to see more information in this newsletter about how you can stay Con-
nected with God in a way that changes your life! 



 

 

A Not So Mundane January 
 
 And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the 
heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said,                               “ 

This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” ~ Matthew 3:16-17 
 
January is the month of failed resolutions and the sluggish return to the mundane after 
the holidays.  It often seems a mundane month for the church as well.  Certainly, we 
have the feast of the Epiphany at the beginning of the month, but often many of us are 
still travelling and are rarely around to actually take the time to observe it.  Is this the 
way for the church around the world this month? 
 
Christmas and Easter are the most readily observed of the principal feasts in America.  However, if we take our-
selves on a journey to the other side of the world, we may find something quite different.  The Church in Ethio-
pia is filled with the greatest excitement in the month of January (or Terr in their calendar).  The 19th of January 
is the observation of the feast of Epiphany and the baptism of our Lord Jesus Christ, which they call Tim-
kat.  This is the greatest of the principal feast days in the Ethiopian Church.  We in the West may find ourselves 
scratching our heads in wonder as to why this feast has such a profound impact on the Church in Ethiopia.  Yet, 
if we stop to think about the theological implications of this small but profound passage in the gospels where 
Jesus is baptized, we will quickly discover the reason why. 
 
Our faith is a trinitarian one.  We confess and believe in one God as revealed in the Old and New Testaments in 
three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  This is who our God is, and it is into the Trinity that we are bap-
tized: “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit” (Matthew 28:19).  The baptism of Jesus at the river Jordan, is in fact the first public re-
vealing of God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Jesus the Son, is baptized and the Spirit descends upon Him as 
a dove, while the Father affirms His love, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 
In Ethiopia, this feast is celebrated through a vast reenactment 
of baptism by Christians as they renew their baptismal vows at 
the water, which has been blessed for this celebration.  It is then 
not only a celebration of the epiphany, or revealing of Jesus, but 
of our God as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  It is a celebration of 
our God who made Himself known by taking on flesh, becom-
ing like us in every way, yet without sin, so that we could share 
in His eternal life and love as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.   
 
So let us remember in this quiet and mundane month of the 
year, that God revealed Himself in the mundane of life, being 
baptized in our flesh, so that we could be baptized into His glo-
ry. 
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In The Parish Family 
  

In Sympathy for… 
  

 Doug Chesney and his family on the recent death of his wife, Maxine. 
 

 Ed Taylor and his family on the recent death of his mother, Wanda. 
 

 Karen and Al Cartmell on the recent death of her father, Keith. 
 

 The McEnulty Family on the recent death of Chris’s grandmother, Marilyn. 
 

 The Fotis and Smith families on the recent death of Mary Fotis. 
 
Thank you to... 

 

All who donated gifts for Jason’s Christmas Tree.  The children and parents of Jason’s 
Retreat were greatly blessed through your generosity and love! 
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              TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 
 
Trinity Preschool is ready to start a new year.  Though we can’t plan any future 
events due to the Covid pandemic, we will continue creating a fun 
classroom atmosphere, and always share the love of Jesus with all our 
preschoolers.  Look at one of our preschooler’s smile on her face!  
She loves Trinity Preschool.   

 
In mid-December, our preschool decided to make the hard decision of closing a little early for 
our normally scheduled Christmas holiday break.  Our preschoolers’ families and staff were so 
amazing and understanding that I cannot thank everyone enough for their constant support and 

prayers.  Deep cleaning of our facility was done, along with ex-
tra cleaning by myself and preschool staff. We will continue to 
go above and beyond in every area to keep our preschoolers safe and healthy.   

 
Chapel looks different for our preschoolers, since we can’t gather inside the 
church, but it does not take away from the lessons Fr. Steve gives.  Thank you 

Fr. Steve for all you do!  The children look forward to seeing you each week.    

 
A sweet story to share:  I was walking from the Administration building back to the preschool when I heard 
one of our students crying.  I asked him what was wrong.  He continued to cry and point to the church building.  
One of his friends said, “I think he is sad because he misses the church”.  I asked the child if that was why he 
was crying.  He nodded his head yes.  I began to explain that we will be able to go back to church soon and that 
Jesus always loves him even if we cannot go inside the church.  The child stopped crying and was happy with 
my explanation.   

 
Our students amaze me with something new all the time.  I am blessed to be surrounded by our church, our pre-
school students, families and our staff.  Please continue to pray, to be safe, stay healthy, and I wish you all a 
very happy New Year!    
 
 
Much Love, 
 

Jennifer Coburn – Director  
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JANUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

  1st Nancy Haddad 
 Rick Haggard 
 King Lee 
 
  3rd Jenny Mason 
 
  7th Vince Hoss 
 
  9th Owen Oyeka 
 Bobbi White 
 
11th Lydia Braun 

12th Kimberly Roberson 
 
13th Jo Ellen Holt 
 
14th Merna McNamara 
 Jan Schieber 
 Jan Smith 
 
16th Pete Smith 
 
17th Teri Bomar 
 Katie Bomar 

20th Emily Miller 
 
21st Larry Bright 
 Matheson Lewis 
 Tracey Ray 
 
23rd Lynne Hall 
 
26th Harlene Haskett 
 
27th Julia Goodrich 

ARE YOU IN A SMALL GROUP? 
 
We believe that followers of Jesus grow best in fellowship and community with other disciples where we can 
help one another grow and can discern how God is working in one another’s lives (Eph. 4:16).  That’s why 
Small Groups are at the heart of how we grow here at Trinity!  Each year we engage in three sermon-based 
small group series (Epiphany/Winter, Easter/Spring, and Late Pentecost/Fall).  Our next series is for the Epiph-
any Season and will last for five weeks, beginning the week of January 10.  
 
What kind of time commitment do I make to a group?  We are mindful that we live in a busy culture and 
that certain times of year, like the holiday season, are particularly busy.  Small groups meet for three series 
each year, varying in length from five to eight weeks, depending on the calendar.   
 
What if I join a group that doesn’t “fit” with me?  Because we are convinced that we grow best in fellow-
ship with one another, it is important to find a group that “fits.”  It isn’t a matter of good or bad groups, but of 
finding the right group for you.  We want people to feel free to try different groups until they find the group 
that works for them.  We ask people to commit to their group for the length of the series.  At the end of the se-
ries, people are free to continue with that group, try another group, or take a break until a later series. 
 
How do I join a group?  That’s the easiest part!  You can fill out the small group registration form on our 
website (http://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/join-a-small-group), email our Small Group Coor-
dinator, Debbie Gibson, directly at emsbubby@icloud.com, or call the church office (665-7713). 

CONNECTING WITH GOD 
HOW TO EXPERIENCE GOD’S TRANSFORMING PRESENCE 

A SERMON-BASED SMALL GROUP STUDY 
Series Begins week of January 10, 2021 

http://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/join-a-small-group


 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

Both service in Fellowship Hall 

 

Sunday Morning 
   

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 

Live Streaming 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
 

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 
Edwin Camp  Junior Warden 
Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Will Adams 

Angelo Haddad 

Lynne Hall 

Merry McCalley 

Chris Miller 

Lori Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Rick Radon 

Chris Thomas 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Financial 
 

November 2020                  Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income   $44,716        $483,982 
Operating Expense                 $41,357        $492,169 
Building Debt Payment   $12,719        $139,909 
 
Ages to Ages II  
 

Total Pledged:   $1,832,926        
Total Collected: $1,480,793 

 

 

If you have not sent in a 
pledge card and you 
would like to pledge for 
2021, you can call the 
church office and Tara 
will get a card and letter 
to you.  If you have any 
questions, please feel free 
to talk with Fr. Karl or 

our Treasurer, Ed Taylor. 

 

Sunday 

January 24, 2021 

 

 
Pending conditions, the meeting will be  

either via zoom or in-person 


