
 

 

 

NEW YEAR, NEW GROWTH 
 
With the New Year upon us, many people make a fresh start on disciplines that 
they know are beneficial for them.  I want to challenge and encourage you, ac-
cordingly, to take on spiritual disciplines that will help foster new growth in your 
discipleship to Jesus.  Here are four opportunities to consider for your growth in 
the New Year. 
 

Paul: The Apostle.  Our Epiphany Sermon Study Se-
ries will be an exploration of the “Thirteenth Disciple.”  
This will be the first in a two-part series on Paul, focus-
ing on the persecutor-turned-apostle.  In the Easter sea-
son, we will explore Paul: The Teacher, but for this se-
ries, we will get to know the man and missionary 
through sermons and small groups.   

 
Small groups are at the heart of our strategy to grow as disciples here at Trinity.  We believe that we grow 
best in fellowship with others as we share our lives and learn together with other brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  Having others around us not only opens our understanding of God’s Word, but often helps apply it in 
our lives more effectively.  If you aren’t in a small group, I cannot encourage you enough to try one out! 

 
Financial Peace University.  One of the greatest str esses in life is money.  
Whether we are struggling with debt or financial issues, or simply wish that we 
could use money more effectively, money is a key concern in life.  This nine 
week Dave Ramsey course has helped thousands of people take control of their 
resources rather than letting their resources control them.  While it might not 
seem very “spiritual,” having financial peace frees us to follow Jesus more fully 
as His disciples.   

 
Healing Conference.  As followers of Jesus, we are both called and 
equipped to be agents of His healing power.  While we may have everything 
we need to be ministers of healing, we may not know how to be ministers of 
healing.  Mike Evans, who has a worldwide healing ministry, will be with us 
for a one-day conference to teach us how to effectively pray for healing. That 
evening, we will host a healing service where we will be able to put what 
was learned into practice. 

 
GriefShare.  The journey of gr ief is different for  every single person, but what is com-
mon to all is the need to be with others in the process of healing.  GriefShare is a thirteen 
week group that talks about the journey of grief and surrounds those who are grieving with 
a group of companions.   

 
With the New Year, I pray that you find new growth as Jesus’ disciple.  You can find more about these op-
portunities in the rest of this month’s newsletter.  May this be a year of great growth! 
            
                                      Yours in Christ, 
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 NOT SO BROTHERLY LOVE: CAIN & ABEL 
 

Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his 
brother Abel and killed him. ~ Genesis 4:8 

 

Sometimes the most difficult people for us to love can be found within our own fami-
lies.  Siblings can get along with one another just about as well as cats and dogs at times. 
Within families, brothers and sisters can go years without speaking to one another because 
of past hurts that have been inflicted within the relationship. 
 

Sibling rivalries and quarrels are nothing new.  In fact, the first brotherly relationship that we 
hear of in Genesis 4, ends in a tragic tale of life-ending jealousy.  Following Adam and 
Eve’s banishment from Eden, they have two children, and a jealousy springs up in the heart 
of Cain, the elder, over his and his brother’s offerings of worship before God.  Abel was 
righteous in his offering, presenting the first born of his livestock. Cain, on the other hand, simply gave “an offering of 
the fruit of the ground (v. 3).” The Lord confronts Cain in his jealousy and warns him to not allow his jealousy to be-
come master over him.  But in the end, Cain deceives and murders his brother. 
 

There was nothing even close to resembling brotherly love between the first two 
brothers in Scripture.  From the very beginning we can see the brokenness of fa-
milial relationships. But the picture of brokenness runs deeper than just between sib-
lings, it is also a reflection of our relationship with God: 
 

If anyone says, “I love God,” and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does not 
love his brother whom he has seen cannot love God whom he has not seen. And this 
commandment we have from him: whoever loves God must also love his brother.  
~ 1 John 4:20-21 
 

For John, if you do not love your brother, then you certainly are not loving God.  In 
the case of Cain, we blatantly encounter his lack of love for his brother, but we can 
also see more subtly his lack of love for God in his half-hearted offering.  Love for 
God and love for your brother must go hand in hand. Because it is ultimately in 
God’s love that we find the source of our own love: 

 

Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.   
~ 1 John 4:7 
 
When you are having a hard time showing love to a brother, sister, friend, neighbor, etc., stop and reflect on how your 
relationship is with God. 

                                                          
          Blessings, 
            
 

 

Y O U T H   G R O U P 
 

Happy New Year's from the Youth Group! We ended 2019 with a wonderful month full of Christmas cele-
brations and now we are so excited to kick off January 2020! On January 5, we will return from Christmas 
Break with a Welcome Back game night. Then, over the rest of the month we will continue the Youth Alpha 
series, diving into topics like "Why and How do I read the Bible?" and "Who is the Holy Spirit and what 
does He do?" In this month of resolutions, we'd like to ask-- what is God calling you to? Maybe Youth Group 
is part of it! If you want weekly Youth Group updates, email me at cody.ganger@gmail.com to be put on our 
mailing list. 
God's blessings in this New Year! 
Cody 
 
January 5, 5:30-7:00: Youth Group Welcome Back Bash!      January 19: No Youth Group 
January 12, 5:30-7:00: Youth Group         January 26, 5:30-7:00: Youth Group 



 

 

 

                 TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 
Santa and Mrs. Claus came to Trinity Preschool!  
Our Christmas Program was amazing.  It was filled 
with an overflow of family and friends, who came to 
watch the preschoolers sing and dance!  Smiles were 
everywhere!   
 
 

Our Book Fair was a complete success.  This year was our highest Book Fair sales to date. We were blessed 
by filling our classrooms with many more fun books.  Thank you all who came and shopped our Trinity 
Book Fair!  
 

 
Deacon Steve and Fr. Karl have been leading Kid’s Chapel with our many of our 
students.  Every child watches and listens closely to each word that is said.  Hear-
ing Deacon Steve sing with the students is such a blessing.  Thank you Dcn. Steve 
and Fr. Karl for all you do for our preschoolers.   
 
 
 

 

We completed the year with a fun field trip to our neighbors at 
ADAKC. (Alzheimer Disease Association of Kern County).  Our 
children designed crafts and Christmas trees with our Senior 
friends.  What a blessing for all!  
 

The preschool will continue to be at full capacity and offer a wonderful program for our students.  If you 
know anyone that has preschoolers (2yrs. – 6yrs.), continue to send them our way.  It’s so exciting to be a 
part of this preschool and I’m so proud of our entire Teachers and Staff. 
 
Happy New Year! 

Jennifer Coburn   
Director  
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Total Pledged: $1,832,926 
Total Collected: $1,470,224 (11/30/19) 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
  
December 1st 195 December 15th 186 
December 8th 190  December 22nd 188 
 

Financial 
 

Nov. 2019                   Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income                $40,906           $574,711 
Operating Expense               $36,058           $457,376 
Building Debt Payment          $8,977             $93,215   

In The Parish Family 
 

Congratulations to… 
  Tom and Susan DeNatale on the birth of their grandson Marco Boyd born on December 7.   
 

Thank you to... 

All who donated gifts for Jason’s Christmas Tree.  The children and parents of Jason’s Retreat were greatly 
blessed through your generosity and love! 
 
All the volunteers who gave so much of their time, energy and love to make our Christmas Eve services so 
beautiful! 
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An exploration of the life of the man 

who was transformed from destroyer of 

the Church to Apostle to the Gentiles.   

Click here  

to join a  

small group 

A SERMON-BASED SMALL GROUP STUDY 

Series Begins Week of January 12th 

PAUL 
Part one: the APOSTLE 

HOLY BAPTISM 
Sunday, January 12th 

 

Baptism at Trinity Church will be held on 
Sunday, January 12th.   

If you or your child would like to be bap-
tized, please call Fr. Karl at 665-7713. 

Plan Ahead 
 
 

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 
 

January 19th at 11:30 a.m. 
 
All are encouraged to attend this very important meeting.  
We will vote on new members to the Board of Directors 
and also vote on Delegates to the Convention.  You will 
also have some reports on past happenings. 

DAUTHERS OF THE  
HOLY CROSS 

 

Happy New Year from Daughters of the 
Holy Cross.  It's a time for new begin-

nings, so we are planning an informational meeting to 
present who we are and what we do. If you are interested 
in exploring your call for a ministry in praying for our 
church family in Order, Discipline, and Fellowship of 
Daughters of the Holy Cross ,you are cordially invited to 
join us in our Church Conference Room, after the 10 
a.m. service on January 12th.   
 

If you need more information call me at 330-4211. 
 

Blessings, 
Marguerite Biklian 
President, DHC 
 

 

http://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/season-study-series
http://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/season-study-series
http://trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/season-study-series


 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
 

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 

Larry Bright  Junior Warden 

Kaye Camp  Clerk 

Jerry Starr 

Lynne Hall 

Will Adams 

Liz Kinney 

Chris Thomas 

Angelo Haddad 

Chris Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Mary Jo Sawyer 

 

 

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

 

 Kimberly Roberson 
 
 Jo Ellen Holt 
 
 Priscilla Beck 
 Merna McNamara 
 Jan Schieber 
 Jan Smith 
 
 Pete Smith 
 
 Katie Bomar 
 Teri Bomar 
 Paul Wagner 

   Nancy Haddad 
 Rick Haggard 
 King Lee 
 
   Jenny Mason 
 
   Ed Hopple 
 
   Vince Hoss 
 
   Owen Oyeka 
 Bobbi White 
 
 Lydia Braun 

 Emily Miller 
 
  Larry Bright 
 Matheson Lewis 
 Tracey Ray 
 
 Lynne Hall 
 
 Harlene Haskett 
 
 Julia Goodrich 

If a birthday is missing, please call 
the church office and Tara will 

put it in our system. 


