The Messenger
JANUARY 2019
Growing as Disciples of Jesus Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Outreach

BEHAVING CHRISTIANLY ~ THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
Part 5: Commandments Six and Seven

We are continuing to explore the teaching of the Catechism and how the Ten Commandments teach us both about God’s character and how to live in God’s grace as we love Him
and our neighbor, thus fulfilling the Law. This month, we will examine commandments six
and seven:
 You shall not murder.
 You shall not commit adultery.
The sixth commandment is fairly straight forward. Our God is a God of life, and to murder is to commit an act
that is out of accord with God’s nature and to take that which is not ours. Scripture clearly distinguishes between
murder and killing. Murder is unjustly taking the life of another. It is deliberately chosen and unjustifiable. Killing, while never considered good in itself, is in some instances considered justifiable. But, as the Catechism
points out, those instances are “rare times when the claims of justice, mercy and life itself may require doing
harm or even bringing death to others. It is the particular task of government to do this in society. (Romans 13:13).” Self-defense and the use of deadly force fall into this category of killing.
There has certainly been a long debate over whether or not Jesus taught pacifism, but to focus there would be to
miss the deeper teaching of this commandment. The catechism reminds us that murder takes many forms.
“Suicide, abortion, genocide, infanticide, and euthanasia are forms of murder. Related sins include abuse, abandonment, recklessness, and hatred or derision.” While many of these are hot-button issues and deserve fuller discussion, the Church has long taken the stand of calling for the promotion of life. We are to live “as a witness to
the Gospel…love God and my neighbor by refraining from selfish anger, insults, and cursing, by defending the
helpless and unborn, by rescuing those who damage themselves, and by helping others to prosper.” Where murder clearly and violently destroys harmony and peace in society, we are, instead, to promote life.
The seventh commandment, likewise, is fairly straightforward: we are not to engage in sexual activity with anyone other than our spouse. Our God is a faithful God who does not leave, forsake, or betray us. The New Testament also goes on to teach us that marriage is an illustration of the love that Christ has for His Church. In marriage, then, we are to be faithfully, “devoted in heart, mind, and body to one’s spouse in the marriage covenant.”
Lest we try to define adultery too narrowly, the catechism reminds us that any sexual act that is born of selfcenteredness violates the seventh commandment. Instead, we are called to chastity. While that word is certainly
not popular in today’s world, the practice of purity allows us to see others and relate to others as bearers of God’s
image, rather than as “objects of personal gratification.” Chastity also brings blessing to our friendships, avoids
difficulty in marriages, and allows us to enjoy freedom in holiness.
What we are hopefully beginning to notice in the commandments is that, far from restricting our freedom, they
actually promote true life and blessing as they teach us to live a Christ-shaped life!
Blessings,
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In Sympathy for…

In The Parish Family

The family of Betty Cook, who died on December 5th.
The Webber family, who recently lost Sarah’s mother.
The Camp family, who lost Kaye’s stepfather, Glendale on December 16th.

ISRAEL TOUR 2019
10 Day Tour with Fr. Karl

March 28 - April 8, 2019
We are organizing a Trinity tour of the Holy Land for Lent
2019. A typical day entails two miles of walking on uneven
ground. If you are interested, or for more information, please
contact Fr. Karl at (karl@trinitybakersfield.com) as soon as
possible.

HOLY
BAPTISM
Sunday
January 6th
Baptism at Trinity Church will be held on Sunday, January 6th.
If you or your child would like to be baptized, please call Fr. Karl at 665-7713.

TRINITY STATS
Attendance
December 2nd
December 9th
December 16th
We invited four competitive bids from local general
contractors and after review and interviews, we have
chosen to hire Klassen Corporation as the general
contractor for the building project. We anticipate
construction beginning in February.

183
December 23rd
209
177
December 24th
490
191
Financial
Due to the recent death of our bookkeeper, Kendi Miller, we have hired an outside accounting firm to handle our bookkeeping. They are in the process of bringing our books up to date and will have a financial report shortly.
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We are so excited to start the New Year with so many wonderful Trinity Preschool families.
This year has been great! Our amazing teachers have shown so much love to our students, teaching
about the love of Jesus, ABC’s, Shapes, Colors and so much more!
Our Pre-K students can write their names, read their site words and even count in Spanish!
Trinity Preschool is so blessed with our outstanding staff, students and their families. We thank you
for your continued prayers and the love you all have shown to our Preschool.
A huge thank you to the Trinity Preschool Board Members. The Preschool Board is in continuous communication. They meet monthly to discuss new and exciting opportunities for Trinity Preschool, to remain the best preschool and for new ways to grow! Thank you to the Trinity Preschool
board members! We are so blessed to have you!
Our Preschoolers love to read! Teachers read a variety of fun and educational stories daily.
The Scholastic Book Fair we held was a huge success! We took in over $1600 worth of book sales.
Half of the total sales go back to Trinity Preschool with more books to fill the classrooms! How awesome is that? Mr. Phil Lamirand will have many more new stories to read to our preschoolers! The
student’s enjoy Mr. Phil’s storytime!

LOOK at the smiles on these kiddos’ faces!
We look forward to another exciting year.
Please continue to pray for Trinity Preschool
and their past, current and future preschool
families!

We wish you a
MERRY CHRISTMAS
and a
HAPPY NEW YEAR!
Love,
Jennifer Coburn,
Preschool Director
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS
Nancy Haddad
Rick Haggard
Paul Hancock
King Lee

Jo Ellen Holt

Jenny Mason

Priscilla Beck
Merna McNamara
Jan Schieber
Jan Smith

Ed Hopple

Pete Smith

Vince Hoss
Bobbi White

Teri Bomar
Katie Bomar
Paul Wagner

Kimberly Roberson

Emily Miller

Larry Bright
Matheson Lewis
Tracey Ray
Lynne Hall
Harlene Haskett
Julia Goodrich
If you notice a missing birthday
or a wrong date listed, please call
Tara at 665-7713.

Plan Ahead
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
January 27th at 11:30 a.m.
All are encouraged to attend this very important.
We will vote on new members to the Board of
Directors and also vote on Delegates to the Convention. You will also have some reports on
past happenings.

CINNAMON ROLLS
Our Youth Group will, once again, be selling delicious
cinnamon rolls. The money raised will help them with
their ministry trip this summer. Join us on Sunday, January 27th after the church services.

Our Mission is to Be Followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship groups,
with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, and local and
global Mission Outreach.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Morning
8 a.m. Holy Communion
10 a.m. Holy Communion

Thursday Morning
10 a.m. Healing Service

Paul Wagner
Dennis Gibson
Kaye Camp
Priscilla Beck
Steven Brown
Phil Lamirand
Larry Bright
Jerry Starr
Lynne Hall
Paul Hancock
Liz Kinney
Chris Thomas

Sr. Warden
Jr. Warden
Clerk

Ed Taylor

Treasurer

11300 Campus Park Dr.
Bakersfield CA 93311
661-665-7713
office@trinitybakersfield.com
www.trinitybakersfield.com

OUR CLERGY
The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector
The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired
The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon
The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon
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