
 

 

 

January 17, 2021 

 

Collect 

Almighty God, whose Son our Savior Jesus Christ is the light of the world: Grant that your people, 

illumined by your Word and Sacraments, may shine with the radiance of Christ’s glory, that he may be 

known, worshiped, and obeyed to the ends of the earth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who with you and 

the Holy Spirit lives and reigns, one God, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 

First Reading               1 Samuel 3:1-20 

3 Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the Lord in the presence of Eli. And the word of the Lord was 

rare in those days; there was no frequent vision. 2 At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim 

so that he could not see, was lying down in his own place. 3 The lamp of God had not yet gone out, and 

Samuel was lying down in the temple of the Lord, where the ark of God was. 4 Then the Lord called 

Samuel, and he said, “Here I am!” 5 and ran to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, 

“I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down. 6 And the Lord called again, “Samuel!” and 

Samuel arose and went to Eli and said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my 

son; lie down again.” 7 Now Samuel did not yet know the Lord, and the word of the Lord had not yet been 

revealed to him. 8 And the Lord called Samuel again the third time. And he arose and went to Eli and said, 

“Here I am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the Lord was calling the boy. 9 Therefore Eli said 

to Samuel, “Go, lie down, and if he calls you, you shall say, ‘Speak, Lord, for your servant hears.’” So 

Samuel went and lay down in his place. 

 

10 And the Lord came and stood, calling as at other times, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, 

for your servant hears.” 11 Then the Lord said to Samuel, “Behold, I am about to do a thing in Israel at 

which the two ears of everyone who hears it will tingle. 12 On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that I 

have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. 13 And I declare to him that I am about to 

punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew, because his sons were blaspheming God, and he 

did not restrain them. 14 Therefore I swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli's house shall not be 

atoned for by sacrifice or offering forever.” 

15 Samuel lay until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of the Lord. And Samuel was afraid to 

tell the vision to Eli. 16 But Eli called Samuel and said, “Samuel, my son.” And he said, “Here I 

am.” 17 And Eli said, “What was it that he told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and 

more also if you hide anything from me of all that he told you.” 18 So Samuel told him everything and hid 

nothing from him. And he said, “It is the Lord. Let him do what seems good to him.” 19 And Samuel 

grew, and the Lord was with him and let none of his words fall to the ground. 20 And all Israel from Dan 

to Beersheba knew that Samuel was established as a prophet of the Lord. 

 

Psalm   63 

1 O God, you are my God; * 

  early will I seek you. 

2 My soul thirsts for you, my flesh also longs after you, *  

  in a barren and dry land where there is no water. 

3 Thus I have looked upon you in your holy place, *  

  that I might behold your power and glory. 

 

 



4 For your loving-kindness is better than life itself; *  

  my lips shall praise you. 

5 As long as I live I will magnify you, *  

  and lift up my hands in your Name. 

6 My soul shall be satisfied, as with marrow and fatness, *  

  when my mouth praises you with joyful lips. 

7 When I remember you on my bed, * 

  I meditate on you in the watches of the night. 

8 Because you have been my helper, * 

  therefore under the shadow of your wings I will rejoice.  

9 My soul clings to you; * 

  your right hand has upheld me. 

 

Gospel  Matthew 4:1-11 

4 Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2 And after 

fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. 3 And the tempter came and said to him, “If you are the 

Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread.” 4 But he answered, “It is written, “‘Man 

shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’” 5 Then the devil 

took him to the holy city and set him on the pinnacle of the temple 6 and said to him, “If you are the Son 

of God, throw yourself down, for it is written, 

“‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and “‘On their hands they will bear you up, lest you strike 

your foot against a stone.’” 

 

7 Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test.’” 8 Again, the 

devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms of the world and their 

glory. 9 And he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10 Then 

Jesus said to him, “Be gone, Satan! For it is written, “‘You shall worship the Lord your God and him only 

shall you serve.’” 11 Then the devil left him, and behold, angels came and were ministering to him. 
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