
 

 

 

            

A FORMULA FOR JOY 
 
As we explore the life of Paul, one of the things that I think we find shining in his 
life is unquenchable joy.  In the third week of the study, we found Paul in jail in 
Philippi.  He was there on trumped-up charges from slave owners, who were up-
set about losing a source of income in their fortune-telling slave whom Paul set 
free from demonic influence.  Rather than railing at the injustice of men, Paul and 
his companions were singing and praising God.  Instead of anger or fear, we find 
joy. 
 
In that sermon, it was suggested that we, like Paul, can lead joyful lives that draw 
others to Jesus.  Paul’s joy, I suggested, sprung from gratitude for the love of 
God given to us in Christ, committed obedience to the mission of Jesus, and the 
exercise of spiritual disciplines that allowed the Holy Spirit to produce fruit.  
These are things that we can do to cultivate joy. 
 
What I would like to reflect upon here, even if only briefly, is why it works. I believe that what Scripture 
teaches is that we are created for a relationship with God, and that when we live rightly in that relationship 
we flourish.   
 
God created us in order to love us.  Notice what that says.  We were created to be loved.  We find our high-
est purpose in life not in what we do, not even by loving God, but in being loved by God.  It starts there.  
God created us in order to love us.  When we accept that, it produces love for Him.  “We love,” John says, 
“because He first loved us.” (1 John 4:10, 19).  Love responds to love.  We love Him as a response to His 
love for us. 
 
That kind of love will always show itself in trying to please the One who loves us.  Jesus put it this way: “If 
you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love…these things I have spoken to you, that my joy 
may be in you, and that your joy may be full.”  (John 15:10-11).  Love looks like obedience.  We don’t obey 
in order to be loved by God, we obey in order to show our love to God.  Love yields obedience.  What we 
love determines our patterns of obedience.  When we love God, we will see obedience to God.  When we 
love X, we will see obedience to X.   
 
But here is the beautiful part.  As we obey God out of love for Him, we abide in His very life, the life of Him 
who is love (1 John 4:8).  This is the relationship we are created for!  And when we live in this relationship, 
it produces joy, the deep-seated satisfaction and flourishing that nothing can ever take away.  We participate 
in the joy that belongs to Jesus, the perfect Son of the Father.  Love manifests itself in obedience that keeps 
us abiding in the relationship for which we were created, and that produces joy! 
 
It is a simple formula, but it is not simplistic, and it certainly isn’t easy.  It is my prayer that you experience 
the deep joy of Jesus as you respond to His unstoppable love with your loving obedience.  Or to put it anoth-
er way, it is my prayer that you are overflowing with joy. 
                                 

                  Blessings, 
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   Impossible Family: The Promised Seed 

 
But Abram said, “O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir 
of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” ~ Genesis 15:2 
 
The couple both walked out of the doctor’s office in tears.  Infertile.  The word felt  
defeating, isolating.  They had hoped for so long to have a child and now the dream  
seemed to have vanished in a moment. 
 
What happens when a family cannot be a family?   
 
If most of the stories in the Bible are about God using families to do His work, what does 
that mean for those who can’t be a family? 
 
Last month, we saw some of the ramifications upon family in a sinful world.  When death entered the world through 
sin, that death struck all areas of life, sometimes even the ability to create life.  Abraham and Sarah felt the bitter 
sting of that for decades, Sarah being infertile into her hundreds! But the promised Seed of blessing was to come 
through this couple.  For decades, the Lord continued to promise them a child, to the point that Sarah thought it was 
just a big joke that God was playing on them (Isaac’s name means laughter). 
 
But God is in the business of making the impossible, possible.  He delights in using the most unlikely source for His 
work.  And so He chose an infertile couple to bring the Seed of blessing, just to remind us that He is the one who 
made it possible.   
 
Just as God gave a child to Abraham and Sarah, so too did God send His own Son, the promised Seed, through an 
impossible source.  He sent His Son through the miraculous birth by the young virgin, Mary. 
 
God delights making families out of impossible situations and sources.  He calls us into His family while we are 
still His enemies!  This is what it looks like to be a part of God’s family.  He takes the things that are broken and 
impossible and brings new life out of them.  It may not look like a miraculous birth, as in the case of Abraham and 
Sarah, but He certainly has room to make us an instrumental part of His family, no matter who we are or where we 
come from. 
                           
                                                       Blessings, 
                  

 
 

 

Y O U T H  G R O U P 
 

January was a great month for our Youth Group as we've continued our Youth Alpha series, focusing on key truths 
of the Christian faith.  We also had a movie night where we introduced a lot of teenagers to Princess Bride for the 
first time! So fun!  Thank you to everyone who supported the youth group in the cinnamon roll fundraiser.  We 
raised over $600 for Camp Timothy in June!  There are several school holidays and events in February, meaning 
several weeks that we won't be meeting for Youth Group.  Don't worry, though, we'll make up for it with a Youth 
Group favorite-- the annual Murder Mystery Dinner Party! This is a fantastic event, where participants are assigned 
a character, dress up, and then come for a fancy dinner and a night of intrigue, trying to solve a mystery together. It's 
always a blast!  I will be sending out lots of emails about the event, so if you want more information, email me 
at cody.ganger@gmail.com to be added to the email list. Thank you for keeping the Youth Group in your prayers, 
and thank you to the families and volunteers that join us and help us each week. We are so blessed with every person 
that is involved. 
 
Sincerely,   February 2nd, No Youth Group 
Cody    February 9th: 5:30-7:00 Youth Group 
    February 16th: No Youth Group 
    February 23rd, 5:00-8:00: Murder Mystery Dinner Party! 
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1 night - 3 hours  -  Just for women! 
 

A night full of comedy, worship, and  
Bible teaching! 

 

Saturday, March 7, 2020 
6 p.m. at  

St. John’s Lutheran Church 
 

Amberly Neese  
Comedian  

Mary Shannon                  
Author & Speaker 

Jaime Jamgochian  
Worship Leader  

ASPIRE 2020 
WOMEN’S CONFERENCE 

$20/person 
 

If interested or for more  
information, please call  

Stana Bright at 834-7586 

TEACH US HOW TO PRAY 
a morning to explore different ways to pray 

 

Saturday, March 14 
9am—12pm 

 
Sponsored by the Daughters of the Holy Cross 

more information coming soon 



 

 

                 TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 
Our Trinity Preschool is opening up enrollment registration for the summer 
session and for the fall school year of 2020.  Our school age summer program 
is for ages 6-11yrs old.  We are very excited for another great year!   
 
We continue to have all five classrooms filled with a long waiting list. Fr.  Karl 
and Dcn. Steve continue to do a weekly chapel for the kids, 
and it’s a huge blessing to see.   
 
We had a special visitor come to the Preschool.  Officer 

McGruff came to teach on “stranger danger” safety and how important it is for our chil-
dren to know their phone number and address!  Thank you Officer McGruff.   
 
This month, ADAKC (Alzheimer’s Disease Association of Kern County) came to our 
school for a visit.  A fun arts and crafts project was created.  A great time was had by all ages! 
  
The weather is becoming nicer and it’s so wonderful to hear our happy preschoolers on the play yard!  
God is so good to us!  
 

                                                                                             Vote for Trinity Preschool at Belcourt  

          for the being the  

Best Preschool in Bakersfield - 2020!  

March 2nd-6th  is Read Across America week!  Do you know of someone that may want to come read to one 
of our classrooms?   If you or someone you know is interested, please have them call me at 282-5252! 
 
Do you know any preschoolers from the age of 2-6yrs old?  Send them our way!  
Thank you for all your prayers and continued support!  
 
Jennifer Coburn – Director   

4 

CHURCH-WIDE  
RUMMAGE FOR MISSION SALE 

 
Start planning now!  It’s time to clean out your closets - make more room in 
you Garage - go through your boxes - and start finding items for our Rum-
mage Sale on Saturday, March 28.   
 
Here’s how it works: you rent a 10’x10’ spot for $25, bring your stuff to sell 
and give a tithe of your sales to the church.  The proceeds will go toward the 
Outreach Committee’s local mission work. The church will advertise and 
you can help support local mission work.     

 

TRI-TIP BBQ FUNDRAISER 
 

You can also support the local mission work of the Outreach Committee through 
the Tri-Tip Takeout Fundraiser.  Meat can be pre-ordered on Sundays or through 
the Church Office.  The takeout will be on Saturday, March 28 during the Rum-
mage Sale and on Sunday, March 29 during services.  It’s a delicious way to sup-
port the work of the Kingdom in our community!   



 

 

                    VALENTINE’S DAY BAKE EVENT 
           

The Women of Trinity will be having a Bake Event 
on 

Sunday, February 9th  
after both services. 

 

Please help us by bringing some Valentine’s Day goodies. Cookies, Pies, Cakes or your 
favorite treat will be greatly appreciated.  Proceeds will go toward the ministry of the 
Women of Trinity. 

  Saturday, February 29th  
           11:30 a.m. 

    Help By 
Filling grocery bags 

Cooking team 

Event servers Sign up today! 

5 

NEW MEMBERS CLASS 
 

If you are new(er) to Trinity and would like to know more 
about what Trinity offers, how to get involved, and some basics 
of Anglican beliefs, come join us for the New Members Class 
on Saturday, February 22, from 9:00—11:00 am.  Light re-
freshments.  Please call the Church Office to register 665-7713.   

                              ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

On Wednesday, February 26th, we will have three services of the  
Imposition of  Ashes and Holy Eucharist in our Fellowship Hall at: 

 

                                    7:00 a.m. (no music) 
                                  12:00 noon (no music) 
                                    7:00 p.m. (music with full choir) 

Lenten Evening Prayer 
with teaching on prayer 

 

Wednesday Evenings 
6:00 p.m. 

March 4 —April 1 



 

 

Total Pledged: $1,832,926 
Total Collected (as of Dec. 31, 2019): $1,270,224 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
  
Jan. 5th  188  Jan. 19th  172 
Jan. 12th   180  Jan. 26th  183 
 

Financial 
 

December 2019                   Month          Year-to-date 
 
 

Operating Income                     $70,043   $640,315 
Operating Expense                    $66,889   $506,526 
Building Debt Payment             $12,719          $155,155 

In The Parish Family 
 

Thank you to... 

 
Our outgoing members of the Board of Directors:  Larry Bright, Kaye Camp, and Jerry Starr. 
 

The Order of St. Luke’s and all the volunteers who helped host an incredible Healing Conference. 

 CONRATULTIONS  
TO THE NEWLY LECTED 

 

Board of Directors 
 

     Will Adams         Edwin Camp  
       Jennifer Faulk     Lori Miller 

 
Continuing Board Members 

 
  Angelo Haddad     Lynne Hall       Liz Kinney 
  Chris Miller           Garrett Ming    Mary Jo Sawyer 
  Chris Thomas        Paul Wagner 

 

Diocesan Convention Delegates:  
 

     Gloria Pope         Milton Pope  
      Chris Thomas      Paul Wagner 
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CONFIRMATION COURSE 
 

Confirmation is based upon the ancient and biblical practice of the laying on of 
hands by those who have already been baptized (2 Timothy 1:6-7; Acts 8:14-
17; 19:6).  In confirmation, prayers are offered by the Bishop for candidates for 
daily increase in the Holy Spirit, that God will continually strengthen believers 
for life in the service of Christ, living as ambassadors of his kingdom.  
 
We are preparing to launch this year's confirmation class in preparation for 
Bishop Eric's visit at the end of June.  This course is perfect for those who are 
new to Trinity and want to get more deeply involved and for young persons 
ready to declare their baptismal faith for themselves.  Classes will be held in 
six sessions on Sunday mornings starting March 8 (Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, Apr. 19, 
26) in between the services (9:00-9:50am), with an additional extended session on a Saturday. 
 
For more information or to register, call the Church Office 665-7713. 



 

 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
 

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 

Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Lynne Hall 

Liz Kinney 

Chris Thomas 

Angelo Haddad 

Chris Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Will Adams 

Edwin Camp 

Jennifer Faulk 

Lori Miller 
 

 

FEBRUARY  BIRTHDAYS 

 

 Charisse Adams 
 
 John Karnes 
 
 Eden Carroll 
 Wayne Deats 
 Tom DeNatale 
 Ben Fitzgerald 
 Merry McCalley 

 Susie Dietze   
 
 Sandy Roper 
 
 Roland Bogie 
 Melanie Mullins 
 
 Juana De La Cruz 

 Asencion Eseberre 
 Gabe Thomas 
 
 Elaine Kelly 
 
 Mildred Woods 

 

If a birthday is missing, please 
call the church office and Tara 

will put it in our system. 

 

GriefShare is a friendly, caring group of people who will walk along-
side you through one of life’s most difficult experiences. You don’t 
have to go through the grieving process alone.  

It hurts to lose someone. 
Find help at GriefShare. 

Information Meetings February 2 & 9 
11:30 am in Christian Ed Room 115 


