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BEHAVING CHRISTIANLY ~ THE TEN COMMANDMENTS
Part 6: Commandments Eight, Nine and Ten
This month, we conclude our brief exploration of the teaching of the Catechism and how the
Ten Commandments teach us both about God’s character and how to live in God’s grace as
we love Him and our neighbor, thus fulfilling the Law. This month, we will examine commandments eight, nine and ten:




You shall not steal.
You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.
You shall not covet.

The eighth commandment is str aightfor ward: I “must not take what does not belong to me, and I must be
true, honest, and just in all my business dealings.” Once again, though, the Catechism bids us look a bit deeper.
We can “steal reputation, wages, and honor; credit, answers, and inventions; friendship, hope and goodwill from
others.” How, then, are we to steward what God has graciously entrusted to us? God has graciously given us
stewardship of what belongs to Him. We should work so that we can care for the poor and our families, and we
should use all of what God has entrusted to us “to glorify God, better the state of creation, and love [our] neighbors.”
Rather than steal, we are to work so that we can give. But how much? The Catechism goes on to teach that “a
tithe, which is ten percent of my income, is the minimum standard and goal of giving for the work of God; yet
Jesus expects more than my minimum.” While many people find the call of the tithe to be demanding, it is really meant to help us experience freedom and joy. As we have found throughout our exploration of the Ten Commandments, the call of the commandments is not an external burden, but an invitation to join in the character of
God’s life. Our giving is meant to help us experience the joy of God’s way of life.
Commandment nine calls us to love God and neighbor by “speaking truthfully and graciously at all times,
and by keeping my tongue from lying, slander, or gossip.” Once again, the Catechism takes us below the surface. Speaking falsely, or in any way that is less than loving of our neighbor, violates their dignity and falls
short of the call to love.

Finally, the tenth commandment teaches that “I am not to let envy make me want what others have, but in humility should be content with what I have.” Covetousness, the Catechism goes on to teach, “begins with discontent
in mind and spirit, and…can lead to sins such as idolatry, adultery, and theft.” Instead of coveting, we should
meditate on God’s goodness to us in “creation, preservation, and all the blessings of this life, and above all for
His infinite goodness in the redemption of the world through our Lord Jesus Christ” (The General Thanksgiving). By meditating on how much God has given us, we can guard our hearts against the poison of discontent
and covetousness.
What we have hopefully learned in this short exploration of the Ten Commandments through the lens of the Catechism is that the commandments, far from being an arbitrary and external burden, are an invitation into true,
abundant and deep life. They are the way of blessedness!
Yours in Christ,
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In Sympathy to…

In The Parish Family

Gaye Monroe and family on the recent death of her daughter, Laura.
the family of Darcie Larman, a long-time member, who died on December 30th.
Jennifer Faulk and her family on the death of her husband, Steve, on January 22nd.
Phil Lamirand on the sudden death of his wife, Linda.

Congratulations to…
Nnamdi & Lynda Oyeka on the birth of their son, Owen, on January 9th.
Larry & Barbara Wolf on the birth of their new granddaughter, Margaret (Maggie) Anne Wolf, who was
born on January 15th. Proud parents are Steven & Jennifer Wolf.

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEWLY ELECTED
Board of Directors
Angelo Haddad, Christine Miller, Garrett Ming, and Mary Jo Sawyer.
Diocesan Convention
Delegates: Dennis Mullins, Melanie Mullins, Chr is Thomas, and Paul Wagner .
Alternates: Glor ia Pope, Milton Pope, Sar ah Thomas, and J enny Mason.

Prayers of the People Prayer List
Beginning in Lent (March), we will try something new with the Prayers of the
People Prayer List. Instead of putting people on the Prayer List by using the blue
sheet in the back of the Fellowship Hall, people will be placed on the Prayer List
by adding them through the Church Office. Requests will remain on the Prayer
List for one month. Each week, they will be printed in the bulletin so that the list
can be taken home and requests can be held in prayer through the week. Fr. Karl
will give brief explanations and teaching during the month of February.

TRINITY STATS
Attendance
January 6th
January 13th
Total Pledged: $1,803,606.00
Total Collected (12/31/2018): $656,243.80
We have finalized our contract with Klassen and just
received the permit from the city. We anticipate
starting construction by the end of the month.

195
175

January 20th
January 27th
Financial

December 2018
Operating Income
Normal Operating Expense
Building Debt Payment
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Year-to-date
$586,918
$528,271
$181,870

190
186

Trinity Preschool is starting the year off right! At full capacity in five classrooms, our preschoolers are ready for their new school year! There’s lots of
new artwork covering our walls! If you haven’t come by to check out our
preschool, please do!
Our teachers are planning ahead on how to finish up our school year with
new and exciting projects. Valentine’s Day cards will be shared with our
neighbors at ADAKC. (Alzheimer’s Disease Association of Kern County),
and maybe even enjoy a visit from them.
Every Monday we offer a sports program for the preschoolers. This is an addition to our normal program.
Since we have grown, the sports program also has grown into two classes, rather than just one! HOW FUN!
LOOK! Check out this beautiful r ainbow! The childr en wer e all smiles
and they were so amazed at this wonderful creation God has made! Thank
you, Ms. Gabby, for sharing!
Trinity Preschool currently has enrolled over 80 families. Our waitlist continues to grow! We will soon be opening enrollment for the next school year!
WOW! If you know anyone who is looking for a pr eschool for their
child, please continue to send them our way!
“Read Across America” week is March 2nd -6th. Would you like to read a
story to a classroom? Please call our office and schedule a date and time.
Our phone number is 282-5252.
We wish you a wonderful month!
Love, Jennifer - Director

VALENTINE’S DAY BAKE EVENT
The Women of Trinity will be having a Bake Event
on
Sunday Feb. 10th
after both services.
Please help us by bringing some Valentine’s Day goodies. Cookies, Pies, Cakes or
your favorite treat will be greatly appreciated. Proceeds will go toward the ministry
of the Women of Trinity.

LENTEN EVENT

Selah: Oasis in the Psalms

Saturday, March 9, 2019
9:00 am to 2:00 pm
$10 per person
Program and lunch included
Click Here to Register

Come join Pam Farrel, international speaker, author of 46
books including bestsellers like Discovering Hope in the Psalms: A Creative Bible
Study Experience; Devotions for Women on the Go; and Men are like Waffles, Women
are like Spaghetti, for a day away for women. Pam will share inspiring, enriching and
encouraging truths from scripture, and lead attendees in creative responses and interactives to prepare our hearts for worship and connection with the Savior during this Lenten season.
Sponsored by Daughters of the Holy Cross
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The Anglican Way
New Members and Confirmation Course
The Anglican Way is an exploration of the content of our faith as found in the Catechism and the basic Anglican curriculum for spiritual formation found in the Daily Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer and in the
Sunday Eucharist. During four Sunday classes we will examine the Catechism and in a Saturday session we
will discover ancient wisdom for modern day spiritual growth by learning about our services of worship. This
course is perfect for those who are new to Trinity and want to get more deeply involved, for those interested in
the Anglican Way of spiritual formation, and for those seeking Confirmation. Confirmation is for adults who
want to enter into the Anglican heritage and for teens who are ready to make an adult declaration of following
Jesus.
Sunday morning classes on Catechism: March 3, 10, 17 and 24 from 9:00—9:45
Saturday session on services of worship: to be determined

Click here to register

A SERMON-BASED
SMALL GROUP
STUDY
Series Begins the
Week of January 20
Click here to join
a small group

Lenten Evening Prayer
Wednesday Evenings
5:30 p.m.
March 13—April 10
ASH WEDNESDAY
On Wednesday, March 6th, we will have three services of the Imposition of
Ashes and Holy Eucharist in our Fellowship Hall at:

7:00 a.m. (no music)
12:00 noon (no music)
7:00 p.m. (music with full choir)
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS
Susie Dietze

Charisse Adams

Sandy Roper

John Karnes

Roland Bogie
Melanie Mullins

Wayne Deats
Tom DeNatale
Ben Fitzgerald
Merry McCalley

Juana De La Cruz

Asencion Eseberre
Gabe Thomas
Elaine Kelly
Mildred Woods

If you notice a missing birthday
or a wrong date listed, please call
Tara at 665-7713.

Youth Group ~ Sunday Evening 5:30-7:00 p.m
Our Youth Group is back in full swing after the Christmas holidays and we are having lots of fun playing
games and spending time with a great group of friends each Sunday. Our theme for lessons during this season
is Prayers from the Bible. We're reading Scripture about prayer, discussing what it means to pray, and practicing prayer during our sessions as well. What a blessing to connect to our Lord together as a Youth Group
family! I hope to see all our 6th-12th graders on Sundays from 5:30-7pm!
Feb. 3- No Youth Group-- Superbowl Sunday
Feb. 10- Youth Group
Feb. 17- Youth Group
Feb. 24- Game Night
March 3- Murder Mystery Party

Our Vision is to Be Followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship groups,
with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, and local and
global Mission Outreach.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

WORSHIP SERVICES
Sunday Morning
8 a.m. Holy Communion
10 a.m. Holy Communion

Thursday Morning
10 a.m. Healing Service

Paul Wagner
Larry Bright
Kaye Camp
Jerry Starr
Lynne Hall
Paul Hancock
Liz Kinney
Chris Thomas
Angelo Haddad
Chris Miller
Garrett Ming
Mary Jo Sawyer

Senior Warden

Ed Taylor

Treasurer

Clerk

11300 Campus Park Dr.
Bakersfield CA 93311
661-665-7713
office@trinitybakersfield.com
www.trinitybakersfield.com

OUR CLERGY
The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector
The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired
The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon
The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon
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