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LESSONS FROM MISSIONARIES FOR A 

STRANGE HOLIDAY SEASON 
 

Last spring, when Covid first arrived in Kern County, I was talking with a fellow pastor in 

town about the changes to our churches’ routines. He said that he couldn’t imagine what it 

would be like if Covid wasn’t over in time for the holiday season.  I remarked that it would 

be very difficult if that was the case, but it might end up being the most spiritual season 

we’ve had in a long time. And here we are, on the cusp of an Advent and Christmas that will 

probably look very different than normal. It’s spurred me to reflect upon the experience of Christians who live in 

parts of the world where they cannot really celebrate Christmas in the way in which we have become 

accustomed.   

Trinity supports missionary work* in North Africa in a Muslim-dominant 

area.  About one-tenth of a percent of people in that nation are followers of 

Jesus.  How do you celebrate Christmas in a place like that?  What is it that 

makes Christmas Christmas?  Or perhaps to ask it another way, what is 

Christmas really about? 

 

The missionaries we support, much like other missionaries in non-western 

cultures, celebrate by eating certain foods, singing Christmas carols, and reading Scripture.  They celebrate 

Christmas by intentionally entering into what Christmas means for the world.   

 

So what does Christmas mean? 

 

Christmas is the Feast of the Incarnation, a celebratory feast centered on the Mystery of God taking on human 

flesh.  There’s a lot to unpack there! 

 

The Incarnation is so much more than just a birthday story.  While the birth is poignant and reveals the humble 

love of God to us, the mystery of the Incarnation is that the eternal, infinite God took our finite and limited flesh 

upon Himself in the person of Jesus.  Because He loves us, the Creator became a creature in order to rescue us.   

 

Sometimes we miss that in all the usual festivities of the season.   

 

Maybe we can learn a lesson from missionaries.  Much of what we associate with the holidays, as wonderful as it is, 

is really cultural festivity.  The activities of the season can be tools to draw us closer to Jesus, or they can be 

distractions that take our eyes off of Jesus.  As hard as the strangeness of this season already is, we’ve been given a 

wonderful opportunity to keep our focus on Jesus.  Like missionaries, in this strange time we would likely do well to 

focus on reading Scripture and keeping our eyes on Jesus as we move beyond the decorations and enter into the 

meaning of the Feast of the Incarnation. 

 

* for security reasons, we cannot name the family or location in print.  Yours in Christ, 

 

The Messenger 
December 2020 

Growing as Disciples of  Jesus Christ through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach 
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E’en So, Lord Jesus, Quickly Come 
 

 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the one who hears say, “Come.” And 

let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who desires take the water of life without 

price . . . He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming soon.”  

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! ~ Rev 22:17, 20 

 

A mother and father found themselves at the bedside of their hospitalized three-year-

old son.  He had been deathly ill for days and the doctors had all but given up any 

hope.  They were to prepare themselves for the worst.   They had been meditating on the book of 

Revelation in recent days, and in one of those long days, with little hope to spare, the mother found 

herself penning the words to a song that would soon become famous: “E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly 

come!”  It was a kind of offering to the Lord, surrendering the life of their dear little boy to the hands of 

their good and gracious Lord.  Mercifully, the child lived and the song was finished, but the cry of 

longing for the coming of our Lord is one that is echoed throughout the ages. 

 

If you’re anything like me, this year has been a trying one.  It was first an extension to our Lenten fast, 

and then a disappointing Easter, and a disconnected summer, and then a discombobulated start to the 

school year.  Now, we find ourselves in the beginning of a slow and dark advent.  The division in our 

country seems to be at an all-time high, and the weight of the continued pandemic seems never 

ending.  Maybe this is just what we have been waiting for all along but is too often left at the wayside. 

 

December is always a season of holiday frenzy - kids being shuttled from one thing to the next, holiday 

arrangements to be made, parties to attend, and remembering time for Sunday worship.  Do our hearts 

ever stop to think about the question of Charlie Brown: “Does anyone know what Christmas is all about?” 

 

Yes, it is the time leading up to the celebration of the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ, but it is also the 

time of waiting for His return!  In a year when we may not be able to dope ourselves up on all the feel-

good cheer of the holiday traditions, perhaps it’s time for us to stop...  And to wait...  Wait for the return 

of our Lord. 

 

In that day, He promises that there will be no more darkness and no more night.  No more tears and no 

more pain.  No more sickness and no more death, and the leaves of the trees of His garden, will be for the 

healing of the nations.  That to me sounds like a day worth longing and waiting for!  As we continue to 

endure this long winter of a year, I choose to make my prayer, “E’en so, Lord Jesus, quickly come!”  Will 

you make that your prayer as well? 

 

 

 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP 
As we continue to move forward under new guidelines, we will be meeting under the rules for 

cohorts until further notice. If you would like your student to participate in the cohort, please 

contact Fr. Steve for more details on how to sign up.  The Youth Cohort will be participating in the 

following activites for the month of December: 

December 6th – Christmas Caroling in Belcourt 

December 13th – Christmas Party & Chosen Christmas Special 

 

 



 

 

3 

 

 
 

Christmas Caroling at BelCourt 
 

Join us for a little holiday fun and festivities on December 6th from 6-8pm as we bring the message 

of good cheer to our neighbors at Belcourt!  We’ll meet at the church and socially distance in 

groups as we go throughout the neighborhood singing some of the beloved carols of Christmas.   

To sign up for a group, contact Fr. Steve:  steve@trinitybakersfield.com   

 

 

In The Parish Family 
In Sympathy for… 

The family of Jerry Hoos, who went home to the Lord on October 23. 

Marguerite and Andre Biklian, on the death of her brother, Richard Hoonanian. 

Jerry and Robin Starr, on the death of his son, Douglas Starr on November 25. 
   

    
TRINITY PRESCHOOL 

 

Trinity Preschool is blessed with the best teachers, staff and preschool families. We are 

coming close to the end of the 2020 school year and we’re excited for 2021.  This year, 

2020, has been challenging but together we got through this safely, and Trinity 

Preschool was able to continue to pour the love of Jesus into our precious preschoolers. 

We have been able to enroll students to fill 4 classrooms with the new recommended 

guidelines due to the Covid pandemic.   I am so proud of Trinity Preschool.   
 

Trinity Preschool was able to resume chapel again for the students!  How exciting!  Our pre – k students 

love what Fr. Steve is teaching them, and especially love being able to use our new technology with the 

camera system.  Thank you Fr. Steve for all you do.  You bring lots of love to our preschoolers faces and 

hearts.  

Thanksgiving was filled with lots of Thanks.  Fr. Karl prayed over our 

lunches and talked to our students about being thankful.  It is always a joy to 

hear what our students are thankful for.  Some of the sweet responses are: for 

teachers, for hugs, for mommies and daddies, and for pie.  
 

As a gift to our preschool parents, a pumpkin patch was 

created for our students.  This was used for each child to pick a pumpkin, to decorate and 

to take home, as well as a photo opportunity.  Our staff took pictures of every child, we 

printed them and gifted them to the families.  It is always a treat for us to put smiles on 

the parents faces.  Here is one of the great photos taken with our pumpkin patch.  
 

I am immensely proud of Trinity Preschool to be able to help with the Mexico clothing 

drive.  We were able to fill one full size utility box for the donation.  Way to go Trinity 

Preschool!  Thank you to all the families who supported this amazing cause!  
 

Please continue to pray for our Amazing Trinity Preschool and their families.  Be safe, stay healthy and I 

hope you all have wonderful Holidays.   
 

Hugs and prayers, 

Jennifer Coburn – Director 
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JASON’S CHRISTMAS TREE 

2020 
Help provide gifts for the children of parents in the programs of 

Bakersfield Recovery Services.  The gifts are a blessing to the 

children and allow parents to focus on their recovery. 
 

You can choose a child by CLICKING HERE 

 

The instructions are as follows: 

 Purchase two age appropriate gifts (nonclothing items, except for infants).  The 

suggested price range is $15-$20 each. 

 Place the return receipt inside the gift. 

 Wrap each gift separately. 

 Attach a nametag with the child's name and bracketed identification information, for 

example [63D], to each package.  Please do not sign the nametag as the gifts will be 

presented from the parent. 

 Bring the gifts to the Church no later than Sunday, December 13.  Gifts can be brought 

either to the Church Office on Tuesdays and Thursdays between 8a-4p or to the 

Preschool Lobby M-F from 7a-5p.   

 

Thank you so much for being a blessing! 
 

 

 

 

We are still receiving 2021 Stewardship Pledge Cards.  If you have not 

had an opportunity to do so, please call the office at 665-7713, and Tara 

will mail you a card. 
 

 

 

 
 

FINANCIAL GIVING 
  

Thank you for your continued financial support of the church during this time. 
  

The best way to give is by mailing your donation to the church or using your bank for automatic 

check payments.  We are still receiving mail and making deposits. This method of payment 

allows the church to receive the full amount of the donation without any fees.   
  

For those who are unable to give in this way or who are more comfortable with online giving,  

donations can also be made through our website:  https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online  

  

https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online
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NEW STAFF MEMBERS 
  

Meet Laverne and Shirley!   
(White cat is Laverne and Calico cat is Shirley) 

  
You might see them around the property at any 

time.  If anyone would like to donate towards 
their food, feel free to bring a bag of dry cat food 

to the church office.  Your donations will be 
truly appreciated. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TRINITY STATS  

    

Financial 

  

October 2020                  Month           Year-to-date 

Operating Income   $37,988 $439,266 

Operating Expense                 $38,592 $450,526 

Building Debt Payment   $12,719 $127,190 

  

Ages to Ages II  

 

Total Pledged:  $1,832,926         

Total Collected: $1,484,011 

  

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
 

We are evaluating options for services and will keep the  

congregation informed. 
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

1st  Jack Merickel 

  

5th Joanne Fredriksz 

  

7th Elizabeth Thompson 

  

8th Debbie Camp 

 Don Camp 

 Heather Merickel 

  

9th Joseph Fredriksz 

  

10th Karen Williams 

11th Matthew Fredriksz 

 Anne Giles 

  

12th Baylee Chase 

 Joy Hawley 

 Jerry Starr 

  

14th Juliet Smith 

  

16th Diane Moore 

  

17th Kristin Savage 

 

20th Corinne Bogie 

  

23rd David Galagan 

 Carlette Layne 

 Joshua Wagner 

  

24th Suzanne Wagner 

  

26th Clayton Dunbar 

  

31st  Stafford Betty 

 

 

KEEPING ADVENT 

don’t miss out on… 
 

Special music, children’s lessons, the lighting 

of the Advent wreath, and sung settings for 

the liturgy during Sunday livestream 

services.   
 

Daily Office devotions from deanery clergy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship groups, 
with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, and local 

and global Mission Outreach.  

 

OUR CLERGY 
  

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
  

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
  

  

Both service in Fellowship Hall 

  

Sunday Morning 
  

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion  
  

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 

Live Streaming 
  

  

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
  

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 
Edwin Camp  Junior Warden 
Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Will Adams 

Angelo Haddad 

Lynne Hall 

Merry McCalley 

Chris Miller 

Lori Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Rick Radon 

Chris Thomas 

 


