
 

 

 

 SOVEREIGNTY, HOPE, AND PATIENT ENDURANCE 
 

“And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose…to be conformed to the image of his Son.”   

Romans 8:28-29 
 

One of the core convictions of Scripture is that our God is sovereign, that He is actually in 
control of all things, even when it is hard to see how.  While we may assent to that truth, 
we don’t always live in light of it.  Our lips may say that God is sovereign, but as R.C. 
Sproul once wrote, “most Christians salute the sovereignty of God but believe in the sover-
eignty of man.” 
 
So what difference does it make to believe that God is sovereign? 
 
To believe that we are sovereign, is to breed impatience, anxiety, and dissatisfaction in life.  If we believe that 
we are the ones in charge, or believe that we could do a better job of running the world, we will typically find 
that our lives are filled with heavy burden, anger, and disappointment. 
 
To say that God is sovereign, that He is in control and is working His purposes out is to foster hope and patient 
endurance in our lives.  Even when we cannot see God at work or understand His ways, He is nonetheless at 
work.  At the end of time, God’s perfect purposes will have come to pass.  Our future is secure, and if our fu-
ture is secure, we have real hope and can patiently endure as we trust and rest in God. 
 
We often find this frustrating, though.  While there are many reasons for that frustration, I think that one of the 
primary reasons we are frustrated with God’s ways is that we don’t always want the same things as God.  We 
tend to want to bend God to our will, our vision of things, what we think would be good or best.    
 
So what does God really want for us?   
 
C.S. Lewis offers a helpful analogy:  
 

“Imagine yourself as a living house. God comes in to rebuild that house. At first, perhaps, you 
can understand what He is doing. He is getting the drains right and stopping the leaks in the 
roof and so on; you knew that those jobs needed doing and so you are not surprised. But pres-
ently He starts knocking the house about in a way that hurts abominably and does not seem to 
make any sense. What on earth is He up to? The explanation is that He is building quite a dif-
ferent house from the one you thought of - throwing out a new wing here, putting on an extra 
floor there, running up towers, making courtyards. You thought you were being made into a 
decent little cottage: but He is building a palace. He intends to come and live in it Himself.” 

 
We don’t tend to want as much for and from our lives as God does.  But if we are willing to surrender our-
selves to His plan to conform us to the image of Christ, we will find that trusting His sovereignty will produce 
in us great hope, peace, and patient endurance.  When we believe that God is sovereign, we begin to live in the 
freedom and hope of knowing that God is always working for the good of making us like Jesus, even when we 
can’t see it and even when we don’t like how it feels. 
                   Your Brother in Christ, 

 

1 

The Messenger 
August 2020 

Growing as Disciples of  Jesus Christ through worship, learning, fellowship and outreach 



 

 

Enduring the Darkness of Our Hearts 
 

Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put us 
to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who 

has been given to us. ~ Romans 5:3-5 
 

The season of COVID-19 has lasted much longer than many of us would have anticipat-
ed.  Maybe some of us have begun to wonder what it is that God is doing in the midst of this 
time.  How is He shaping and growing His Church?  How is He shaping and growing us as 
individuals?  Maybe we have had more time to catch up on reading, the latest series on Net-
flix, and much needed time with our immediate family.  Yet there is likely a much closer 
darkness lingering in the midst of all of this. 
 

D. L. Moody once said that “Character is what a man is in the dark.”  Our heads have been glued to media out-
lets as we continue to stare into the fearfulness of these dark times with social and political upheaval as the icing on 
the cake of several months of enduring a pandemic.  Yet what about the darkness of our own hearts? 

 

Christ came to do battle with the darkness of our hearts.  The cross that He 
asks for us to take up when we follow Him, are those places of darkness where 
we are most in need of His redeeming work.  Paul goes on to say in the next few 
verses of Romans 5 that Christ died for us weak, sinful, enemies of God to recon-
cile us to Himself.  While the war has been won on the cross, the battles in our 
hearts still rage and will continue to rage until the day when we behold Him face 
to face and we are fully transformed into His likeness as sons and daughters of 
God. 
 

It is from this place of struggle that Paul calls us to rejoice in the midst of suffering.  Rejoice, because the battle has 
been won and at each point that Christ further enters into crevices and caverns of our heart that we would be terri-
fied to reveal, He is shaping us more and more into His likeness.  When we endure in the midst of this battle for our 
hearts, Christ is producing His own character in our hearts because of His great love for us.  There is no place too 
dark for Christ’s light to shine.  There is no shame too deep that Chr ist cannot br ing His grace and love to 
bear.  And He will not leave us in the chains of our darkness because He loves too much to leave us in our weak and 
sinful state. 
 

What demons are you battling today?  What darkness and fear  does Jesus want to draw you out of in this 
season?  Let us rejoice that Christ is not satisfied to leave us where we are and that He will endure even the darkest 
places of our hearts. 
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YOUTH GROUP 
 
 
 
 
 

We are excited to be kicking things off for the Youth Group this year!  It has been a challenging time to 
navigate how we would be continuing our meetings with the continuation of the Coronavirus, but we are 
excited to announce our flexible plans for the coming months.  We will begin our meetings online, walk-
ing through the first season of the television series, “The Chosen.”  The series walks through the begin-
ning of Jesus’ ministry and the calling of His first disciples.  It brings the story of the gospels to new au-
diences while allowing us to view the life and ministry of Christ through the eyes of His disciples.  Stay 
tuned for further details on how to join in walking through this series with us. 



 

 

In The Parish Family 
In sympathy to… 
 

 Connie Young and her family on the recent death of her mother, Dorothy Kossives. 
 
 

Congratulations to… 
 

 Dcn. Steve and Lydia Braun and Family on the birth of Abigail Phoebe on June 26. 
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            TRINITY PRESCHOOL 
 

                 OPEN AUGUST 3RD!!! 
 

          We are happy to announce that we’re open  
                   and receiving new enrollments  
                           for the new school year 2020-2021!  

 
 
The Trinity teachers and staff are excited to welcome back our students, and we will continue to offer an excel-
lent preschool program filled with education, play, and Jesus.   
 
The safety of our preschool students and the staff has always been a top priority.  This will continue in many 
ways. Prior to opening, our preschool staff are preparing to come in to clean and organize their classrooms so 
that it will be in compliance of the new guidelines given by State Licensing for children.  A sanitation company 
is following to completely sanitize the entire preschool facility.   
 
Our precious preschoolers will know how important it is to wash their hands throughout the day, and our teach-
ers and staff are prepared to sanitize in every area.  Hand Sanitizing stations are  placed throughout the facility, 
as well as a touchless sanitizer station in the lobby.  Based on the CDC guidelines, all staff are mandated to 
wear facial coverings until notified otherwise.   Temperature checks will be taken for each child or person who 
enters the facility each day.  Our  preschool is proud to say that we have strictly followed our 
sick policy and remain to do so.  
 
Thank you to everyone for your continued prayers and support during this difficult time.  
Please continue to follow all recommended safety guidelines given by our health department 
and CDC.  Pray that we can all return back to as normal as we can be.  
 
Do you know someone who has a preschooler ages 2yrs. - 6yrs. Old?  Continue to spread the 
word about our amazing preschool.  Trinity Preschool is looking forward to another wonder-
ful school year.   
 
Thank you again for all your support and prayers, 
 
     Jennifer Coburn – Director  



 

 

 

ANGLICAN DIOCESE OF SAN JOAQUIN 

DIOCESAN ONLINE DAILY OFFICE 
Morning Prayer 7:00a ~ evening prayer 6:30P 

Keep the Daily Offices of Morning and Evening Prayer online with your  
Diocesan family.  Services will be lay officiated on Zoom and include music 

and a brief reflection by Diocesan clergy based on appointed texts.   

Email karl@trinitybakersfield.com for Zoom information 

PAUL 
Part TWO: the TEACHER 

An exploration of 

the core teachings of 

the Christian faith 

A SERMON-BASED SMALL GROUP STUDY 

COMING OCTOBER 2020 

UNFETTERED  

JOY 
3 lessons from Philippians 4 

Live Zoom Bible Study on Thursdays September 10, 17, 24  11:00-11:30 am 
Also available on the Church Facebook and YouTube pages 

Email karl@trinitybakersfield.com to receive Zoom information 

4 



 

 

TRINITY STATS 
 

 
Financial 

 

June 2020                  Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income    $43,783        $271,125 
Operating Expense                 $39,432        $286,781 
Building Debt Payment     $12,719          $76,314 
 
Ages to Ages II (6/30/20) 
 

Total Pledged: $1,832,926        
Total Collected: $1,417,415  
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FINANCIAL GIVING 
 

For those who are able, please continue your financial support of the church 
during this time as we still have operating costs.   
 

The best way to give is by mailing your donation to the church or using your bank for automatic 
check payments.  We are still receiving mail and making deposits.  This method of payment allows 
the church to receive the full amount of the donation without any fees.   
 

For those who are unable to give in this way or who are more comfortable with online giving,  
donations can also be made through our website:  https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online  
 

Thank you so much for your continued love and support for Trinity. 

8am Patio Service & 10am Livestream 
 
 

Under current guidelines, we are able to gather outside for in-person services.  That service is of-
fered at 8am on the patio.  Seating is limited in order to maintain safe social distancing, and face-
masks are encouraged.  Reservations will open for each Sunday service on the preceding Monday, 
and can be made through the church website or through the office.  Only one week will be open at a 
time so that we can respond to any ongoing changes in public health policies.  Notification will be 
given when regathering is confirmed and reservations are available. 

 

We will continue to livestream services.  If you feel sick, have been exposed to 
COVID 19, or are part of a vulnerable population, we ask that you stay home and 
enjoy the service online.  If you have an electronic device with an internet con-
nection (tablet, smartphone, computer, etc.), you can watch our online services at 

10am on Sundays.  You can go to our website to click through to our YouTube livestream, or those 
with FaceBook can watch on our FaceBook page.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live  
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityAnglicanBakersfield/  

Priscilla Beck  

Memorial Service 
 

Due to the unpredictability of 

the current Covid situation, 

the memorial service for Priscilla Beck will be 

livestreamed on Friday, August 21 at 10am.  

More information regarding the livestream will 

be sent to the congregation in a separate email.    

https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityAnglicanBakersfield/


 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
 

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 
Edwin Camp  Junior Warden 
Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Will Adams 

Angelo Haddad 

Lynne Hall 

Merry McCalley 

Chris Miller 

Lori Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Rick Radon 

Chris Thomas 

 

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS 

  Kurtis Garcia 
 Louise Henderson 
 Rachel Miller 
 Bryan Williams 
 
  Karen Cartmell 
 
  Kevin Ray 
 
 Madeline Fredriksz 
 Jeffrey Fredriksz 
 
 Denise Irvin 
 

 Penelope Franco 
 
 RJ Chaffee 
 
 Elijah Chrisco 
 Rick Radon 
 
 Emily Chaffee 
 
 Dcn. Ron Christolear 
 Lori Miller 
 
 Gwen Garcia 
 
 Angelo Haddad 

 Will Adams 
 Linda Schuler 
 Diane Steward 
 
 Xeno Gibbard 
 
 Samson Moore 
 Ava Moore 
 Scott Parker 
 
 Marian Ganger 
 
 Paul Kelsay 
 Val Lewis 
 
 Samantha Chaffee 


