
 

 

 

FAITH AND FAQ’S IN THE TIME OF CORONAVIRUS 
 

As we all weather the Coronavirus pandemic, I wanted to address frequently asked questions 
and offer some observations about our lives of faith in a time of crisis.  
  

FAQ’s 
 

Do we know when public services will start again?   
 

We don’t know, and are taking it one day at a time.  We are eager to hold public services as 
soon as it is safe to do so and will continue to keep the congregation apprised of the situation.   
 

What are we doing for services until then?   
 

We are continuing to develop virtual platforms and are working, to the best of our ability, to improve the quality of 
our Sunday online live-stream service.   
 

Is the Church Office open?   
 

The staff is mostly working remotely in order to protect the health and safety of our team.  We are still available by 
phone and email, and we are rapidly increasing our virtual meeting abilities, so don’t hesitate to reach out.   
 

How can we continue our financial support?   
 

We need you continued financial support!  The easiest way to give is to mail your contributions to the church.  We 
are checking the mail daily and making weekly deposits as we still have all our usual bills to pay.   
 

What about the Tri-Tip Takeout?   
 

The Tri-Tip Takeout has been postponed until it is safe to hold the event. 
   
FAITH 
 

Following Jesus during Coronavirus is exactly like following Him when everything is going well.  No matter what 
is going on around us or in us, discipleship to Jesus is all about trusting and obeying Him as we keep our eyes upon 
Him and rely upon His strength.  Crises, though, have a way of exposing things: the character and inner life we've 
been cultivating, as well as our need to put our trust in Jesus and not the things of this world . 
 

As hard as this time is, this is a good opportunity to grow in discipleship.   
 

 Keep yourself connected to Jesus through spir itual disciplines like prayer , Bible study, meditation, 
confession, and service.  He is the only true source of peace, power, and security.   

 Do some of the things that are good for our souls that often, due to our  busy lives, get pushed to the 
side.  Reading books, playing games, writing letters, taking (safely distanced) walks, sewing, baking. 

 Ask, of yourself and others, the big questions of life.  One of the things this cr isis has done is to unmask 
our unwarranted and misplaced trust in the world.  Many people are for the first time recognizing their mor-
tality, and it is sobering.  But it is also healthy as it forces us to cut through all the distractions and false pur-
suits of life to attend to the biggest questions: who am I, what is a truly satisfying life, what is the purpose of 
life, what am I living for, what happens when I die?   

My dear brothers and sisters, I look forward eagerly to being together in face-to-face fellowship for what will un-
doubtedly be a powerful gathering.  Until then, know that you are all in my prayers as I ask our Lord to protect, pro-
vide, and grow you in this time.      Your Brother in Christ, 
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                           LOSS & ISOLATION  
 

While he was yet speaking, there came another and said, “Your sons and daughters were eat-
ing and drinking wine in their oldest brother's house, and behold, a great wind came across 
the wilderness and struck the four corners of the house, and it fell upon the young people, and 
they are dead, and I alone have escaped to tell you.” Then Job arose and tore his robe and 
shaved his head and fell on the ground and worshiped.  And he said, “Naked I came from my 
mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; 
blessed be the name of the Lord.” ~ Job 1:18-21 
 
What does it look like for us to live faithfully in the midst of loss and isolation?  How do we 
pick up and carry on as if everything were normal when it feels like anything but normal? 
 
I think that if we have learned anything in this time of isolation from community, and for those who have lost 

friends or loved ones in the midst of this virus, is that it brings suffering and grief.  When we 
think of grief in scripture, Job is one of the main figures that we look to. A man of great 
wealth and comfort, who walked in the ways of the Lord, suddenly faced loss, turmoil, and 
social isolation and chastisement. 
 
Yet from the very beginning, he does not turn from giving worship to the Lord, credit and 
honor to the One who had given him everything he ever had or was.  In the face of severe and 
sudden loss, is an open palm to the Lord: “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked 
shall I return. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord (Job 1:21).”  Job doesn’t bury the loss or pretend that things are as normal. In 
fact, he goes on in a time of mourning and isolation as he is inflicted with physical ailments as 
well.  His grief is visceral and raw yet he always looks to the Lord, who is over all things, 
even when Job doesn’t understand what they mean. 

 
This is the response that we see in Paul, in his letter to the Romans, “that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose (Rom 8:28).” While we may not understand 
our loss and isolation in the midst of this virus, we can trust that God is competent to work faithfully for good in all 
things to draw us closer to Him. 
 
Whether you are by yourself, or you are in a house full of little feet in constant motion, know that He is with you in 
this time.  And whatever loss or isolation you are feeling right now, that God is with you and that He will continue 
to work lovingly in your life and draw you to the ultimate promises that He has made to us.  Let us stand firm in the 
faith, that in the face of any trial we may too say with confidence, “I know that my Redeemer lives, and at the last 
he will stand upon the earth. (Job 19:25)”.            

 

 

Y O U T H  G R O U P 
 

March brought a strange end to the Alpha series, as we continued to gather online via zoom for youth group in the midst 
of the coronavirus.  It certainly isn’t the same to not be able to meet face to face but I am thankful in this time for the 
blessing of technology that allows us to gather in a safe manner.  We obviously will not be doing any social events in 
the month of April but we plan to continue to meet via zoom and explore the topic of spiritual rhythms in this time of 
isolation. ~ Steve 
 

April 5, 5:30-7:00: Youth Group Zoom     April 19, 5:30-7:00: Youth Group Zoom 

April 12:  No Youth Group       April 26, 5:30-7:00: Youth Group Zoom 
 



 

 

In The Parish Family 
 

Congratulations to… 
 
  to Dreda Pitchford on the birth of her new grandson, Owen Daniel Casey, born on March 1st (just missing 
  Leap Year by a few minutes). 
 
  the Gatza Family on the birth of Ezekiel Patrick.  He was born on March 2nd and weighed 8 lbs.2 oz.  Proud 
  parents are Brian & Missy Gatza and grandparents are Mike & Benita Chase. 
 
  to Jane Kleindienst on the birth of her fifth great grandchild. 
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                    TRINITY PRESCHOOL                
 
 
Trinity Preschool students celebrated Dr. Seuss week!  What fun!  All the students 
participated in Crazy W eek.  This consisted of wearing crazy socks on one day, 
dressing as their favorite Dr. Seuss character day, crazy hat day, crazy shirt day, 
and dressing as their favorite animal day. It was a joy to see all the wonderful 

homemade creations and the children’s families join in on the fun!   
 
 
Also, during Dr. Seuss  week, we celebrated “Read Across America Week” 
in the preschool.  Fr. Karl participated, as well as parents, an Army Sargent 
came by one day, and so did Tami Mlcoch from KGET Chan-
nel 17 News.   
 
A big thank you to everyone who participated.  The teachers, 
staff, and children enjoyed listening to all the fun stories.    
 

 
 
Our preschoolers love to get messy!  They love experimenting with lots of different 
items, such as shaving cream, food coloring, glue, glitter, and more!  Our teachers cre-
ate projects for our students and create an inviting learning atmosphere for our stu-
dents.  Thank you, Trinity Preschool teachers! 
 
As the weather outside gets nicer, the children will begin to incorporate fun, sporting 
activities. They will have PE and will enjoy riding the many bikes, tractors, and play 
cars we have to offer.   
 

We at Trinity are always looking for new fun exciting projects or 
activities to offer our students.  Do you have fun idea?  I would 
love to hear from you about them!  
 
The school is closed at this time until further notice. Please con-
tinue to pray for our preschool, as we pray for our church family.                                                

 
Love and Blessings, 
   Jennifer Coburn 
         Director 
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during coronavirus 
ON PAUSE  
 

YOUTH GROUP: meeting virtually through Zoom 
TRI-TIP TAKEOUT BBQ: will take place as soon as it is safe to gather. 
HOLY WEEK/EASTER SERVICES: we are working to find alternative ways to observe Holy Week. 
HOLY BAPTISM: will be deferred from April 19 to Pentecost. 
STEVE BRAUN ORDINATION: it is unknown if the service can take place as scheduled. 

With the uncertainty surrounding 
this pandemic, we have had to sus-
pend some scheduled activities.  As 
soon as it is safe to gather, they will 
be rescheduled.   

FINANCIAL GIVING 
 

For those who are able, please continue your financial support of 
the church during this time as we still have operating costs.   
 

The best way to give is by mailing your donation to the church or using your bank for auto-
matic check payments.  We are still receiving mail and making deposits.  This method of 
payment allows the church to receive the full amount of the donation without any fees.   
 
For those who are unable to give in this way or who are simply more comfortable with 
online giving, donations can also be made through our website:   
 https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online  
 

Thank you so much for your continued love and support for Trinity. 

ONLINE SERVICES 
 
If you have an electronic device with an internet con-
nection (tablet, smartphone, computer, etc.), you can 
watch our online services.  We are continuing to up-
date and improve the system as new equipment arrives 
and as we become accustomed to a virtual congregation. 
 
You can go to our website to click through to our YouTube livestream, or those with Face-
Book can watch on our FaceBook page.   
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live  
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityAnglicanBakersfield/  

 
Both Evening Prayer (Wednesdays) and the 10am Sunday Service are being offered online. 

https://trinitybakersfield.com/give-online
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZfZ7oqaR4LP_ATnSaZBq7w/live
https://www.facebook.com/TrinityAnglicanBakersfield/


 

 

 

Our Vision is to be followers of Jesus in the Anglican tradition, connected through discipleship 

groups, with every member engaged in traditional Worship, in-depth Bible Study, Parish Ministry, 
and local and  global  Mission Outreach.  

OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Steven Braun, Assistant Rector 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Ed Taylor     Treasurer 
 

Paul Wagner  Senior Warden 
Edwin Camp  Junior Warden 
Mary Jo Sawyer  Clerk 

Lynne Hall 

Liz Kinney 

Chris Thomas 

Angelo Haddad 

Chris Miller 

Garrett Ming 

Will Adams 

Jennifer Faulk 

Lori Miller 
 

 

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 

 

 Bob Hall 
 
 Hannah Dietze 
 Luke Merickel 
 Jan Minot Salter 
 
 Luke Savage 
 
 Hezekiah Bergman 
 Isaiah Chrisco 
 
 Robin Starr 

 Katie Franco 
 
 Chris Miller 
 
 Harriet Parma 
 
 Anna Mullins 
 
 Amanda Gauthier-Parker 
 
 Gloria Ah Mya 

TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 
  
Mar. 1st 183   Mar. 15th 121 
Mar. 8th 172   Mar. 22nd      online 
 

Financial 
 

 Feb 2020                  Month          Year-to-date 
 

Operating Income                 $35,839 $75,765 
Operating Expense                 $44,720    $95,130 
Building Debt Payment      $9,094 $18,161 
 
Ages to Ages II 
Total Pledged: $1,832,926 
Total Collected (as of 2/29/20): $1,379,755 

 Fr. Karl Dietze 
 Keith Flaming 
 
 Franklin Gauthier-Parker 
 Nnamdi Oyeka 
 
 Bill Jukes 
 
 Tom Holson 
 
 Kaye Camp 

CHURCH OFFICE 
 

The church office hours are 
modified at this time. Tara 
will be working from home 
on Mondays, Wednesdays, 
and Fridays.  She will be in 
the office on Tuesdays and 

Thursdays from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.  
 
If you need to reach the office at any time, 
Tara has arranged to have all calls forwarded 
to her cell phone.  The staff are available by 
phone and email. 


