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Growing as Disciples of Jesus Christ through Worship, Learning, Fellowship and Outreach 

ANOTHER EXCITING APRIL 
 
It was just one year ago that we, at long last, made our move to our new campus in mid-
April, just in time for our Easter celebrations.  What an exciting April it was!  This year, 
we have another exciting April in store! 
 
So what’s making this April so exciting?  Keep reading to find out! 
 
Easter.  While last Easter  was one that will long live in my memory, this Easter  is 
exciting for us because we have had time to live in our facility and to prepare the ser-
vices.  While the last days of Holy Week are actually in March, the services of Palm Sunday, Maundy Thurs-
day, Good Friday and the Easter Vigil are powerful liturgies and a testimony to how blessed we are to be able 
to put down roots and do things we haven’t been able to do for some time.  I want to encourage you to partici-
pate in these powerful services and to invite your friends and neighbors to join you. 
 

Ages to Ages II: Standing on God’s Promises.  On April 8, we will 
launch our next capital campaign with a luncheon after the 10am ser-
vice.  Our campaign leaders, Edwin and Kaye Camp, have an exciting 
event planned for us as we will learn about the schedule and goals of 
the campaign, see pictures of planned construction, and hear testimo-
nies from campaign leadership.   

 
That will also launch our Easter Small Group Study Series: Open-handed Living in a Tight-
fisted World.  This study begins by coordinating with the capital campaign and offers an op-
portunity to explore God’s Word with regard to His plan for the freedom and joy of generous 
living, and will finish with an exploration of the meaning of the Ascension and Pentecost.  
Everyone will receive study materials, but they work best if you are in a Small Group.  If you 
are not in a Small Group and would like to be, please contact our Small Group Coordinator, 
Priscilla Beck, and she will help you find a group that works for you.   
 

Love Your Neighborhood.  On Saturday, Apr il 28, Tr inity will serve as a 
host site for a city-wide event called Love Your Neighborhood.  On this day, we 
will join six other host church sites and be joined by other churches as we reach 
out to the city of Bakersfield with the love of Christ.  We will be working with 
CityServe Bakersfield, a local ministry, to offer groceries, lunches, family por-
traits, haircuts, kids fun, prayer and more.  On April 21, we will be canvassing 
our neighborhood with flyers and volunteers are invited to attend an event rally 

on Friday, April 27 at 7 p.m. at City Center (former Golden State Mall).   
 
This event is a wonderful opportunity to personally experience God’s blessing as you reach out to bless others, 
not to mention a great way for families to model generous living to children.  For more information and to sign 
up, register online at cityservebakersfield.com. 
 
Last April was exciting as we moved into our new home, and this April is exciting as we see how God is al-
lowing us to use this home to continue to move forward into His future for Trinity! 
 
                   Blessings, 

http://www.cityservebakersfield.com
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Knowing Jesus Christ, the Great I AM 
 
In this season of Youth Group we are looking at the great “I am” statements in John’s Gos-
pel. There are seven of them, and they are likely instantly familiar to you. The repeated “I 
am” has powerful resonances for us, if we remember our Old Testament. When Moses stood 
sandal-less before the holy manifestation of God in the Burning Bush, he asked God for his 
name. God said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ And he said, ‘Say this to the people of Israel, 
“I AM has sent me to you.”’ (Exodus 3:14, ESV). Is it significant that Jesus says repeatedly 
throughout John’s Gospel, “I am…”? It most certainly is. Jesus assumes God’s own Name, 
which means that he is claiming to belong to the very identity of the God of Israel himself. 
We affirm that we believe this claim of Jesus every time we gather in worship and confess in 
the Nicene Creed that Jesus is “of one Being with the Father.”  
 

But Jesus goes beyond identifying himself with God, claiming the Name of God for himself. In these seven 
statements Jesus fills that Name with content. He gives us seven images by which we can grasp who he is as our 
Lord and God. I would suggest that if you want know Jesus better, you may want to spend time reflecting on the 
seven I AMs. 
 

I am the bread of life (John 6:35ff)—Long ago, during the Desert Wanderings of the people of Israel, God 
fed his people with manna, bread from heaven. This sustained them; it gave their bodies life and nourish-
ment. Without this bread they would have died. Jesus claims to be the true bread that came from heaven. 
For he is the one who gives life and nourishment to our souls. We cannot live without this Bread.  

 

I am the light of the world (John 8:12; 9:5)—God gave light to creation at the beginning of time: light to il-
lumine and to guide. Without this light we are lost in darkness, groping about, not knowing where to go. 
Jesus himself is the light of the world that illumines our path and guides us. Without Jesus we would live 
our lives as if we were walking in darkness. Jesus is the word that gives light to our path. 

 

I am the door of the sheep (John 10:7,9)—It is through the door, or the gate, that the sheep enter the fold. It 
is through Jesus alone that we enter the fold of God’s family.  

 

I am the good shepherd (John 10:10-18)—A good shepherd not only does his duty; he also cares for the 
sheep, feeds the sheep, speaks to the sheep by name, loves the sheep, even to the point of putting himself 
in harm’s way. Jesus is the Good Shepherd who cares for us, nourishes us with his word, speaks to us by 
name, and who laid down his life on the cross for us.  

 

I am the resurrection and the life (John 11:25)—Death is a great enemy of the human race. It is unavoidable 
and irreversible. In Jesus, however, death is a conquered enemy. Therefore, even if we die, this will not 
be the end of the story for us. For in Christ we will rise again, never to die again. 

 

I am the way, the truth and the life (John 14:6)—Jesus alone is the way for us to walk, if we want to arrive at 
union with God. Jesus alone is the one who brings us to a saving knowledge of God. Jesus alone can give 
us eternal life in perfect adoration of God.  

 

I am the true vine (John 15:1)—A severed branch withers and dies. It cannot live unless it abides constantly 
in the vine, which is its very source of life. A branch has no life in and of itself. So it is with us. Unless 
we abide in Christ, we cannot live. But if we abide in him, his very own life flows into us and we bear 
fruit for the kingdom of God.  

 
Reflect on these I AM statements this Eastertide, and come to know your Lord and God, Jesus Christ, better. 
 
 
Blessings, 



 

 

Kick-off Luncheon 
 

Sunday, April 8, 2018 

After the 10 a.m. Service 

In the Fellowship Hall 

 

Come join us as our Ages to Ages II Campaign Leaders, Edwin and 

Kaye Camp, launch our capital campaign.  There will be a great 

lunch, testimonies, campaign information and goals, videos and 

more!  Don’t miss it! 
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TRINITY STATS 
 

Attendance 

 

 

March  4th 180 March 18th   195 
March 11th 187 March 25th   200 

 
Financial 

February  2018   Month     Year-to-date 
Operating Income $44,421      $85,041 
Normal Operating Expense $42,750      $89,212 
Building Debt Payment $17,026       $34,002 

 

           Trinity Preschool at Belcourt is continuing to grow!  
 
Trinity Preschool is growing, and we couldn’t be more excited!  Laughter can be heard 
across our campus while the little ones enjoy our fun playground.  
 
 

In February, Trinity kids went across the way to ADAKC, and enjoyed making fun  
Valentine crafts with their seniors.  The smiles on everyone’s faces were from ear to  
ear.   What a wonderful way to celebrate Valentine’s Day.   
 

 
Later in the month, Trinity Preschool invited our 
friends at KGET 17 news to read to our preschool-
ers for National Read Across America Day! That was a lot of fun! A BIG 
Thank you for Tami Mlcoch and Lori Lizarraga for reading books to us!  
 
 
 

March is filled with lots of  GREEN!  Celebrating St. Patrick’s Day always makes  
for a fun time! The kids searched for GOLDEN treats that the leprechaun left them, 
and enjoyed decorating cookies!  
 
The Trinity Preschool Board celebrated our teachers for Employee Appreciation Day 
with a yummy lunch and dessert!  
 
WE LOVE OUR Amazing Staff!  Thank you, Fr. Karl and Trinity Preschool Board!  
 
We welcome any visitors from our Trinity Congregation.  If you would like to come 
by and say “hi”, we would love to show you around!   
 
 
   Much Love, 
   Jennifer Coburn, Director 

  SAFETY TEAM 
 

We are looking for people who are in-
terested in serving on a safety team 

here at Trinity.  There will be two primary com-
ponents to safety: medical care and campus safety.  We 
are looking for people with medical training so that in 
the event of a medical emergency during services, we 
want to be sure that we can respond as quickly and help-
fully as we are able. We are also looking for people who 
would be willing to discreetly secure the campus so that 
those in services can be assured that our facilities are 
safe.   
 

If you are interested in serving in either component of 
the Safety Team, please contact Fr. Karl at 665-7713.  

 

NEW 



 

 

A SMALL GROUP STUDY  
FOR EASTER 

 
We live in a culture where challenges can make people 
fearful and tight-fisted, but we serve a God who is far 

greater than we can imagine!  As we surrender the whole 
of our lives to God, we will find our lives beautifully trans-

formed to the kind of open-handed generosity that gives 
us great joy and changes the world for the glory of God. 
 

Click Here to Join a Group Now! 
April 8—May 13 

ARE YOU IN A SMALL GROUP? 
 
We believe that followers of Jesus grow best in fellowship and 
community with other disciples where we can help one another 
grow and can discern how God is working in one another’s lives 
(Eph. 4:16).  That’s why Small Groups are at the heart of how 
we grow here at Trinity!  Each year we engage in three sermon-
based small group series (Epiphany/Winter, Easter/Spring, and 
Late Pentecost/Fall).  The six week Easter series will kick off 
the week of Sunday, April 8 and run through the week of Sun-
day, May 13.  The series will coordinate with the upcoming Ag-
es to Ages II capital campaign and focus on 7 Keys to Open-

Handed Living in a Tight-Fisted World. 
 
What kind of time commitment do I make to a group? 
 
We are mindful that we live in a busy culture and that certain times of year, like the holiday season, are partic-
ularly busy.  Small groups meet for three series each year, varying in length from five to eight weeks, depend-
ing on the calendar.   
 
What if I join a group that doesn’t “fit” with me? 
 
Because we are convinced that we grow best in fellowship with one another, it is important to find a group that 
“fits.”  It isn’t a matter of good or bad groups, but of finding the right group for you.  We want people to feel 
free to try different groups until they find the group that works for them.  We ask people to commit to their 
group for the length of the series.  At the end of the series, people are free to continue with that group, try an-
other group, or take a break until a later series. 
 
How do I join a group? 
 
That’s the easiest part!  You can fill out the small group registration form on our website (http://
trinitybakersfield.com/sermons-small-groups/join-a-small-group), call the church office (665-7713), or get in 
touch directly with our small group coordinator Priscilla Beck (pjbeck@flash.net). 

Small Groups 

Growing together through  

fellowship and learning 
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In The Parish Family 
    

   

 Congratulations to … 
 

  Janet Poteete on the birth of her new great-grandson.  Max Ambrose Cauzza was born on  
  February 17th.  Proud parents are Matt & Hillary Cauzza. 
 
 In Sympathy to… 
 

  the family of Joe Dozier, a long-time member, who died on February 9th, in Scottsdale,  
  Arizona. 
 
  JoEllen Holt and her family on the recent death of her brother, Don Sperry. 
 
  Sharon and Jeff Mendoza on the recent death of her mother. 
 
  Olga See on the recent death of her sister, Stella. 
 
  Richard and Anne Giles on the recent death of his daughter, Janice Giles Jackson. 
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OUR CLERGY 
 

The Very Rev. Dr. Karl E. Dietze, Rector 

The Rev. Joseph Lawrence, Assistant 

The Rev. John M. Wilcox, Retired 

The Rev. John LaMar, Deacon 

The Rev. Ron Christolear, Deacon 

11300 Campus Park Dr. 

Bakersfield  CA  93311 
 

661-665-7713 

office@trinitybakersfield.com 

www.trinitybakersfield.com 

WORSHIP SERVICES 
 

 

 

Sunday Morning 
 

 8 a.m.  Holy Communion   
 
 

10 a.m.  Holy Communion 
 
 

Thursday Morning 
 

10 a.m.  Healing Service 

APRIL  BIRTHDAYS 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 

Paul Wagner      Sr. Warden 

Dennis Gibson      Jr. Warden 
Kaye Camp  Clerk 

Priscilla Beck 

Steven Brown 

Phil Lamirand 

Larry Bright 

Jerry Starr 

Lynne Hall 

Paul Hancock 

Liz Kinney 

Chris Thomas 
 

 

Ed Taylor     Treasurer 

 

 

 Katie Franco 
 
 Chris Miller 
 
 Anna Mullins 
 
 Jane Jukes 
 
 Amanda Gauthier-Parker 
 
  Gloria Ah Mya 
 

 Bob Hall 
 Phil Lamirand 
 
  Hannah Dietze 
 Jan Salter 
 
 Luke Savage 
 
 Robin Starr 
 

 Fr. Karl Dietze 
 Keith Flaming 
 Alyssa Longbottom 
 
   Franklin Gauthier-Parker  
 Nnamdi Oyeka 
 
 Bill Jukes 
 
 Tom Holson 
 
 Kaye Camp 

If you notice a missing birthday, please 
call Tara in the church office at 665-7713. 


