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PREFACE 

 
Blessings to each one of you as you begin your journey into advent this 
December.  Our prayer is for this booklet to help you, your family, and 
friends to be able to enter into the busyness of the holiday season with a 
time of rest. 
 

Advent is a season of waiting.  It is a time of looking behind us and 
looking ahead of us, as we wait for the celebration of Jesus’ birth two 
thousand years ago and as we prepare His promised return.  In this 
season, we prepare our hearts for the coming of Christ that as He is 
faithful to return, so may we be found faithful as His servants in the 
world. 
 

The various sections of this booklet are designed to function 
independently but may easily be combined, depending on time and its 
desired use.  The Advent Wreath Prayers may be said any time when 
candles are lit.  These are used traditionally in the home during the 
evening meal but can be used whenever families or individuals choose to 
exercise their time of devotion.  The Family Prayer sections can be used 
by groups or individuals and are also easily combined with the Advent 
Wreath Prayers.  The Daily Readings may also be substituted for the 
short lessons and are taken as the primary passages for reflection from the 
Advent Devotional that is accessible online or via email.   
 

The Advent Wreath Prayers have been selected from the prayers of 
Common Worship  and the Morning and Evening sections have been 
modified from the 2019 Book of Common Prayer for the season of 
Advent.  Scripture readings are from the International Children’s Bible 
translation to aid our children in understanding the readings.  The 
Advent Catechism is  from To Be a Christian: An Anglican Catechism 
 
 
Come Lord Jesus!   
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ADVENT  WREATH  PRAYERS 
 

The following prayers may be said during the lighting of candles. 
 
Advent is observed over four weeks.   
 
A new candle is lit each week; the pink candle is used for Advent 3. 
 
On Christmas Day, a white candle may be inserted in the center of the wreath, 
representing Christ’s coming into the world. 
 

ADVENT  1 
 
God of Abraham and Sarah, and all the patriarchs of old, you are our 
Father too.  Your love is revealed to us in Jesus Christ, Son of God and 
Son of  David.  Help us in preparing to celebrate his birth to make our 
hearts ready for your Holy Spirit to make his home among us.  We ask 
this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world.  
Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus, light of the world,   
born in David’s city of Bethlehem,  
born like him to be a king: 
be born in our hearts at Christmas,  
be King of our lives today.   
Amen. 
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ADVENT  2 

 
God our Father, you spoke to the prophets of old of a Saviour who 
would bring peace.  You helped them to spread the joyful message of his 
coming kingdom.  Help us, as we prepare to celebrate his birth, to share 
with those around us the good news of your power and love.  We ask this 
through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world.  Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus, light of the world,  
the prophets said you would bring peace   
and save your people in trouble. 
Give peace in our hearts at Christmas  
and show all the world God’s love.  
Amen. 
 

ADVENT  3  gaudete 
 
God our Father,  you gave to Zechariah and Elizabeth in their old age  a 
son called John.  He grew up strong in spirit, prepared the people for the 
coming of the Lord, and baptized them in the Jordan to wash away their 
sins.  Help us, who have been baptized into Christ, to be ready to 
welcome him into our hearts, and to grow strong in faith by the power of 
the Spirit. We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into 
the world.  Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus, light of the world,  
John told the people to prepare, 
for you were very near. 
As Christmas grows closer day by day,  
help us to be ready to welcome you now.   
Amen. 
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ADVENT  4  annunciation 

 
God our Father, the angel Gabriel told the Virgin Mary that she was to 
be the mother of your Son.  Though Mary was afraid, she responded to 
your call with joy.  Help us, whom you call to serve you, to share like her 
in your great work of bringing to our world your love and healing.  We 
ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who is coming into the world. 
Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus, light of the world,  
blessed is Gabriel, who brought good news; 
blessed is Mary, your mother and ours. 
Bless your Church preparing for Christmas; 
and bless us your children,  
who long for your coming.  Amen. 
 

CHRISTMAS  DAY 
 

God our Father, today the Savior is born and those who live in darkness 
are seeing a great light.  Help us, who greet the birth of Christ with joy, 
to live in the light of your Son and to share the good news of your love. 
We ask this through Jesus Christ, the light who has come into the world. 
Amen. 
 
Lord Jesus, Light of light,  
you have come among us. 
Help us who live by your light  
to shine as lights in your world. 
Glory to God in the highest.   
Amen. 
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FAMILY  PRAYER 

IN  THE  MORNING 
 

The following or some other verse of Scripture is said 
 
In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert 
a highway for our God.  ISAIAH 40:3 
 

PSALM  146:8-11 
 
8 The Lord sets prisoners free; *  
       the Lord gives sight to the blind.  
9 The Lord helps those who have fallen; *  
       the Lord loves the righteous. 
10 The Lord cares for the strangers in the land;  
    he defends the fatherless and widow; *  
       but the way of the ungodly he makes crooked.  
11 The Lord shall be King for evermore, *  
       even your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.  
       Praise the Lord. 

 
A  READING  FROM  HOLY  SCRIPTURE 

 
Alternatively, the scripture lesson for the Daily Readings (page 12)  may be read. 
 
30 “At that time, there will be something in the sky that shows the Son of 
Man is coming. All the peoples of the world will cry. They will see the 
Son of Man coming on clouds in the sky. He will come with great power 
and glory. 31 He will use a loud trumpet to send his angels all around the 
earth. They will gather his chosen people from every part of the world. 

MATTHEW 24:30-31 
 
Or this 
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10 At that time the new king from the family of Jesse will stand as a 
banner for the people. The nations will come together around him. And 
the place where he lives will be filled with glory. ISAIAH 11:10 
 
Or this 
 
7 Brothers, be patient until the Lord comes again. A farmer is patient. He 
waits for his valuable crop to grow from the earth. He waits patiently for 
it to receive the first rain and the last rain. 8 You, too, must be patient. Do 
not give up hope. The Lord is coming soon.                     JAMES 5:7-8 

 
A devotional reading from the deanery may be read here. 
 
A period of silence may follow. 
 
A hymn or canticle may be used; the Apostles’ Creed (page 11) may be said. 
 
Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 
 

THE  LORD’S  PRAYER 
 

THE  COLLECT 
 
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put 
on the armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your 
Son Jesus Christ came to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, 
when he shall come again in his glorious majesty to judge both the living 
and the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; through him who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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IN  THE  EVENING 

 
The following or some other verse of Scripture is said 
 
Therefore stay awake—for you do not know when the master of the 
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or when the rooster 
crows, or in the morning—lest he come suddenly and find you asleep. 
MARK 13:35-36 
 

PHOS  HILARON 
O Gladsome Light 

 
O gladsome light, 
pure brightness of the everliving Father in heaven, * 
     O Jesus Christ, holy and blessed! 
Now as we come to the setting of the sun, 
and our eyes behold the vesper light, * 
     we sing your praises, O God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices, * 
     O Son of God, O Giver of Life, 
     and to be glorified through all the worlds. 
 

A  READING  FROM  HOLY  SCRIPTURE 
 
Alternatively, the scripture lesson from the Daily Readings (page 12), may be 
read. 
 
11 “I baptize you with water to show that your hearts and lives have 
changed. But there is one coming later who is greater than I am. I am not 
good enough to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit and with fire. 12 He will come ready to clean the grain. He will 
separate the good grain from the chaff. He will put the good part of the 
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grain into his barn. And he will burn the chaff with a fire that cannot be 
put out.”       MATTHEW 3:11-12 
Or this 
 
14 But the Lord himself will give you a sign: The virgin will be pregnant. 
She will have a son, and she will name him Immanuel.               ISAIAH 7:14 
 
Or this 
 
11 I say this because we live in an important time. Yes, it is now time for 
you to wake up from your sleep. Our salvation is nearer now than when 
we first believed. 12 The “night” is almost finished. The “day” is almost 
here. So we should stop doing things that belong to darkness and take up 
the weapons used for fighting in the light.          ROMANS 13:11-12 
 
A period of silence may follow. 
 
A hymn or canticle may be used; the Apostles’ Creed (page 11) may be said. 
 
Prayers may be offered for ourselves and others. 
 

THE  LORD’S  PRAYER 
 

THE  COLLECT 
 
Blessed Lord, who caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our 
learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest 
them, that by patience and the comfort of your holy Word we may 
embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life, which you 
have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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When the Apostles Creed is included in Family Prayer, the text is as follows: 
 

THE  APOSTLES’  CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
    creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
    He was conceived by the Holy Spirit 
    and born of the Virgin Mary. 
    He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried. 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again. 
    He ascended into heaven, 
    and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
    He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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DAILY  READINGS 
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Date  Lesson 
29          Advent 1  Luke 8:29-end 

30          Andrew  John 1:35-42 

1  Isaiah 44 

2  Isaiah 45 

3  Luke 10:1-24 

4  Luke 10:24-42 

5  Luke 11:1-28 

6          Advent 2  Luke 11:29-end 

7  Luke 12:1-34 

8  Psalm 27 

9  Luke 12:54-13:9 

10  Luke 13:10-end 

11  Luke 14:1-24 

12  Luke 14:25-15:10 

13          Advent 3  Luke 15:11-end 

14  Luke 16 

15  Luke 17:1-19 

16  Luke 17:20-end 

17  Luke 18:1-30 

18  Psalm 89:1-4,19-26 

19    Luke 19:11-28 

20          Advent 4  Luke 19:29-end 

21          Thomas  Isaiah 42:1-7 

22  Luke 20:27-21:4 

23    Luke 21:5-end 

24  Song of Songs 1 

25         Christmas  Song of Songs 2 



 
ADVENT  CATECHISM 

 

“HE WAS CONCEIVED BY THE HOLY SPIRIT AND 
BORN OF THE VIRGIN MARY” 

 

53. What does it mean that Jesus was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit? 
Jesus was conceived not through a human father but by the Holy Spirit 
coming upon the Virgin Mary in power. (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18–20; 
Luke 1:26–38) 
 

54. What happened at Jesus’ conception in Mary’s womb? 
The eternal Son, whom God named Jesus, assumed a fully human nature 
from his mother, the Virgin Mary, at the moment of con-ception  in  her 
womb.  ( John  1:1–3,  14;  8:56–58;  Philippians  2:6–8;  Colossians 2:9) 
 

55. Why is it important to say that Jesus was born? 
It is important to affirm that he is one of us: truly human, born to a 
human mother, and raised in a human family. (Luke 2:41–52; Hebrews 
2:17–18) 
 

56. Was Mary the only biological parent of Jesus? 
Yes. While still a virgin, Mary submitted to the will of God and bore the 
Son of God. Therefore, she is held in high honor. How-ever, in 
obedience to God, Joseph took Mary as his wife and raised Jesus as his 
son. (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18–25; 13:55) 
 

57. What is the relationship between Jesus’ divine and human 
natures? 
At the moment of Jesus’ conception, the divine nature of the one eternal 
Person of the Son was united to our human nature. There-fore,  Jesus 
Christ  is  fully  and  truly  both  divine  and  human,  but  without sin. 
His two natures are united without division, separa-tion, mixture, or 
change. (Luke 1:26–38; John 1:14; Philippians 2:6–8; Hebrews 2:10–16; 1 
John 4:2–3; Definition of Chalcedon) 
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58. What does the union of Jesus’ two natures teach you about his 
ministry? 
All Jesus does as a human being he also does as God. His human words 
and deeds are saving because they are the words and deeds of  God  the 
Son.  ( John  5:19–29;  Romans  8:1–4;  Colossians  1:19–23;  Hebrews 
4:14–16) 
 

“HE WILL COME AGAIN TO JUDGE  
THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.” 

 

76.  What does the Creed mean when it says, “He will come 
again”? 
Jesus promised that he would return (Luke 21:27–28). His coming in 
victory with great glory and power will be seen by all people and  will 
bring  this  age  to  an  end.  The  present  world  order  will  pass away, 
and God will usher in a fully renewed creation to stand forever.  All  the 
saints  will  be  together  with  God  at  that  time.  (Proverbs 30:4; Daniel 
7:13–14; Luke 21:27–28; Acts 1:10–11; 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18; 2 Peter 
3:3–13; Revelation 21:1–4) 
 

77. Can we know when Jesus will return?  
No. We cannot know when Jesus will return. Jesus patiently waits for 
many  to  repent  and  trust  in  him  for  new  life;  then  he  will  return 
unexpectedly,  which  could  be  at  any  moment.  (Matthew 24:36–44; 1 
Thessalonians 5:1–3) 
 

78. How should you live in anticipation of Jesus’ return? 
I should anticipate with joy the return of Jesus my Savior and be ready to 
stand before him. His promise to return encourages me to be filled with 
the Holy Spirit, to live a holy life, and to share the hope of new life in 
Christ with others. (Deuteronomy 30:1–10; Matthew 25:13–30; 1 
Thessalonians 5:4–11; Titus 2:11–14) 
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79. How should you understand Jesus’ future judgment? 
All  people,  whether  living  or  dead,  will  be  judged  by  Jesus  Christ. 
Those apart from Christ will receive eternal rejection and  punishment 
in  hell,  while  those  who  are  in  Christ  will  receive  eternal  blessing 
and  welcome  into  the  fullness  of  life  with God. (Psalm 50:1–6; 
Matthew 25:31–46; Romans 2:16; 2 Corin thi ans  5:10) 
 

80. Should you be afraid of God’s judgment? 
The unrepentant should fear God’s judgment, for “the wrath of God  is 
revealed  from  heaven  against  all  ungodliness”  (Romans 1:18). But if I 
am in Christ, I need not fear God’s judgment, for my Judge is my Savior, 
Jesus Christ, who loves me, died for my sins, and intercedes for me. 
(Psalm 130; Proverbs 28:13–14; John 5:24–30; Romans 8:1, 31–34) 
 

81. What does Scripture mean when it tells you to fear God? 
It  means  that  I  should  live  mindful  of  his  presence,  walking  in 
humility as his creature, resisting sin, obeying his commandments, and 
reverencing him for his holiness, majesty, and power. (Exodus 20:18–20; 
Psalm 25:12–14; Proverbs 9:10; Acts 5:1–11; 1 Peter 1:13–21; Revelation 
14:6–7) 
 

82. How do you rightly live in the fear of God? 
With  the  help  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  I  examine  my  conscience 
according to the Word of God. Particularly useful are the Ten 
Commandments and the Sermon on the Mount, as well as the godly 
counsel of fellow Christians and the moral teaching of the  Church. 
(Exodus  20:1–17;  Psalm  139:23–24;  Matthew  5–7;  1 Co rin thi ans 
4:1–5) 
 

   

15 | FAMILY ADVENT DEVOTIONAL & PRAYERS 



 
83. How does the Church exercise its authority to judge? 
The authority Christ gave to his Church to judge is most often exercised 
by declaring God’s forgiveness in absolution. However, a priest, acting 
under the authority of the bishop, may suspend a person from receiving 
Communion because of scandalous and unrepented sin, in order to draw 
them to repentance and resto-ration. (Psalm 32; Matthew 16:19; 
18:15–17; John 20:21–23; 1 Corinthians  5:1–13) 
 

“AND THE LIFE EVERLASTING.” 
 

119. What do you know about the unending resurrected life of 
believers? 
I know that it will be an eternal life of joyful fellowship with our triune 
God,  together  with  all  his  saints  and  angels,  singing  his  praises and 
serving him in the renewed creation. ( John 17:20–24; Revelation 7:9–17; 
21:1–4; 21:22–22:5) 
 

120. How should you live in light of this promise of unending 
life? 
I should live in joyful expectation of the fullness of my trans-formation, 
soul  and  body,  into  the  likeness  of  Christ.  In  the  midst of suffering 
or in the face of hostility and persecution, I am sustained by the hope of 
a new heaven and earth, freed from Satan, evil, suffering, and death. 
(Psalm 21:1–7; John 14:1–7; Romans 13:11–14; 2 Corinthians 
4:16–5:11; Philippians 3:7–21; 1 Peter 1:3–9; 5:6–11) 
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