
                       Coffee and Connect                                  

                                   Week of 6/1-6/5/20 

Monday 6/1/20 

Spiritual Gifts   Each has received a gift, use it to serve one another.  1 Peter 

4:10a 

Wikipedia writes:  These gifts are given by the Holy Spirit to individuals, but their purpose is to 

build up the entire church.  They are described in the New Testament primarily in 1 Corinthians 

12, Romans 12 and Ephesians 4.  1 Peter 4 also touches on the spiritual gifts. 

In his book Grace For the Moment Vol. 2, author Max Lucado writes this in his devotional 

entitled “Live Your Life”:  “Whatever you have learned or received or heard from me , or seen 

in me-put into practice, and the God of peace will be with you”.  Philippians 4:9. The unseen 

conductor, Lucado continues, prompts this orchestra we call living.  When gifted teachers aid 

struggling students and skilled managers disentangle bureaucratic knots, when dog lovers love 

dogs and number crunchers zero balance the account, when you and I do the most what we do 

best for the glory of God we are “Marvelously functioning parts in Christ’s body”. (Romans 

12:5). 

You play no small part because there is no small part to be played. “Now you are the body of 

Christ, and each one of you is a part of it”. 1 Corinthians 12:27.  

We are separate and necessary.  We are unique and essential.  No one else has been given your 

lines… The Author of this human drama entrusted your part to you alone.  Live your life, or it 

won’t be lived.  We need you to be you.  You need you to be you. 

Is your gift clearly defined in your life? 

Are you currently using your gifting for the body of Christ or in your natural life? 

Do you remember when you knew what your gift is?  How did you know? 

Are you still seeking God to know what your gift is?   How can you find help to know? 

 

  



Wednesday 6/3/20 

God Makes a Way Through the Wilderness 

“The Lord is for me I will not be afraid. What can man do to me”?  Psalm 118:6“Forget the 

former things: do not dwell on the past.  See I am doing a new thing!  Now it springs up: do 

you not perceive it? I am making a way in the wilderness and streams in the wasteland”.  

Isaiah 43: 18-19  

In her devotional “Grateful that God Makes a Way”, author Mary Kassian says this, “In the 

classic Broadway musical and film ‘The Sound of Music’, the Reverend Mother sends Maria 

away from the convent to work as a nanny for the Von Trapp family.  Maria is unsettled at the 

idea of leaving the abbey and giving up on her dream of becoming a nun.  The Reverend 

Mother reassures her with the now-famous cliché, ‘When the Lord closes a door, somewhere 

He opens a window’. In other words, whenever one opportunity ends, another opportunity will 

come along--- and it will probably be a better one.  Sure enough, the closing of the abbey door 

leads to the opening of the window that ushers Fraulein Maria into the arms of the dashing 

Captain Von Trapp”. 

 The author continues, “Though the cliché is meant to help people stay positive in the face of 

disappointment, it isn’t exactly true.   God doesn’t promise that when something doesn’t work 

out something better is waiting for us just around the corner. 

God’s pledge is far more substantive than that. 

He promises to sustain us amid life’s disappointments. He helps us through the dark room, and 

He sustains us.  Our circumstances do not always change for the better, but we can be 

confident that He will uses them to change us for the better”. 

“I know the plans I have for you – this is the Lord’s declaration – plans for your welfare, not 

for disaster, to give you a future and a hope”. Jeremiah 29:11 

“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose”. Romans 8:28  

We all face closed doors.  

When was the last time you faced a closed door? 

During this time, how did God make a way in the wilderness and rivers in the desert?  

Why can we trust him with closed doors when there are no windows in sight? 

 

  



Friday 6/5/20   What Would Jesus NOT do?       (WWJND) 

Author Gary Thomas makes quite a statement in in his book When to Walk Away.  Thomas 

states, “Jesus let others walk away…a lot”.    

In his devotional entitled, “Walkaway Jesus”, Thomas writes the following: 

Since Jesus came from Heaven to walk among us, Christians tend to think that walking away 

from anyone, or letting anyone walk away from the truth is a failure on our part. 

But Jesus walked away or let others walk away… a lot. 

The author states that he reread the gospels and counted every occurrence where Jesus 

deliberately parted ways with others.  Sometimes He spoke a hard truth, after which the other 

person walked away.  Other times, the people had been touched and begged Jesus to stay, but 

He had other places to go and left them.   

The author states that he counted forty-one such instances throughout the gospels.  Some of 

the references refer to the same encounter, but that leaves more than two dozen times when 

Jesus demonstrated walking away or letting someone else walk away. 

These occurrences weren’t always rooted in conflict.  Sometimes Jesus walked away from 

others who wanted more of Him.  On still other occasions, He retreated for His own 

refreshment and renewal or protection. 

The point is Jesus did not let the needs, pleas, attacks or unresponsiveness of others distract 

Him from the mission given to Him by his Heavenly Father.   

One thing we do not see when others walk away is Jesus giving chase.  As powerful as Jesus is, 

as pure as Jesus is, as brilliant as Jesus is and as surrendered to God as Jesus is, not everyone 

interacted with Him, changed, repented or agreed with Him.  The principle that comes from 

that is that, “ Sometimes to follow in the footsteps of Jesus is to walk away from others or to 

let them walk away from us”.  

The author reminds us of the story of the rich young ruler. “Jesus discerned this young man’s 

heart and the core issue in his life-----he loved money.  When the young man could not walk 

away from his money he chose instead to walk away from Jesus.  Notice that our Lord didn’t 

run after him.  Jesus didn’t say “Wait! I know asking you to give 100 percent is a bit extreme: if 

you give away just 50 percent, I think we can make this work.  I need followers!  Let’s bargain!” 

No, He turned to His disciples (reliable people) and explained what had just happened and why 

it was so difficult for that rich man to join them.  This is an example of Jesus choosing to train 

reliable people rather than spending more time with a closed person.  “Toxic” doesn’t seem to 

fit this young man’s profile, but the principle is clear: “ When truth is rejected, spend your time 

on those who will receive it instead of begging closed hearted-people to reconsider”.  



Thomas continues, to tell us about another occasion after giving a difficult teaching about 

eating His flesh and drinking His blood, Jesus lost a lot of previously enthusiastic followers.   

“From this time many of His disciples turned back and no longer followed Him. “You do not 

want to leave too, do you’? Jesus asked the twelve.   John 6:66-67 

Notice the same pattern.  Not just one, but many walked away.  And not just casual onlookers: 

they’re called “disciples”.  Instead of chasing the others down and begging them not to 

misunderstand Him and to please come back, Jesus turns to the “reliable” people, the Twelve, 

and says “So what about you”?  Thomas draws us to the attention in Jesus’ message.  He never 

appears desperate, manipulative or controlling, as when people didn’t agree with Him, His 

feelings would be hurt.  Jesus is mission focused and other-centered to His deepest core.  

Jesus also demonstrates the need to “verbally” walk away when dealing with a toxic person, 

like Herod.  Instead of arguing with Herod and trying to justify Himself, Jesus remained silent.  

“Herod plied Him with many questions, but Jesus gave him no answer”.   Luke 23:9   

Jesus adopted the same approach with Pilate and the religious leaders:  “When He was accused 

by the chief priests and elders, He gave no answer.  Then Pilate asked Him, ‘Don’t you hear 

the testimony they are bringing against you?’ But Jesus made no reply, not even to a single 

charge—to the great amazement of the governor”.  Matthew 27: 12-14   

To this point, the author reminds us that we do not have to argue.  When a toxic person is 

attacking you, you do not have to participate, especially when it won’t make a difference.   The 

author implores us to spend those few moments worshipping and relating to your Heavenly 

Father rather than contending with a hateful assault.   

Finally, the most vivid example of Jesus letting someone walk away occurred with Judas at the 

Last Supper.  Jesus knew judas would betray Him, yet He allowed Judas into the room.  He did 

not chase after Judas trying to change his mind, instead Jesus spent every last minute He had 

left investing in His faithful, “reliable” disciples and in prayer right up until the moment He was 

arrested.   

The author concludes by saying that “Many plastic bracelets have been sold with the words 

‘What Would Jesus Do?’ If you’re dealing with toxic people, you may want to get a bracelet that 

reads ‘What Would Jesus NOT Do”?  The answer is, “He wouldn’t chase after them”. 

How does this piece fit into your definition of evangelism? 

How does this fit with the knowledge that God loves everyone? 

Do you see the value in walking away at times?                                           


